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National Moderator’s Report  

General Guidance for Assessors of Achievement and Unit Standards 

The purpose of external moderation is to provide reassurance that assessor judgments are at the 
national standard and are made on the basis of assessment materials that are fair and valid. 
 
All assessment materials are expected to: 
• give the learner the opportunity to meet the requirements of the standard 
• have an assessment schedule that gives evidence of appropriate learner responses and clear 

judgments at all levels. 
 
The Ministry of Education contracted subject experts to write assessment resources for achievement 
standards. These are not pre-moderated. The intention is that they are modified to suit teaching 
programmes and learner needs. They do not provide ‘rules’ but suggest different ways of assessing 
to the nationally registered standard. 

General Overall Comment 

Most assessor judgments are at the national standard. Most assessment activities submitted were 
valid and allowed learners to achieve the unit standards. Many providers use commercial materials 
which, on the whole, accurately assess the unit standards. However, these tasks are not pre-
moderated and providers need to check: 
• all the questions are relevant 
• the assessment conditions are appropriate 
• the evidence and judgement statements in the assessment schedules are accurate. 
 
 


