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) i !  

Answer FOUR QUESTIONS. O n l y  t h e  f irs t  f o u r  a n s w e r s  g i v e n  w i l l  b e  m a r k e d .  

A L L  questions carry a total o f  25 MARKS each, distributed as shown [ ] 

. 

A life scientist in a top university in the UK is working on research which she 
thinks she will be able to patent. If you were to give her some basic advice, 
what questions would you be asking her in order to establish the likelihood of 
the patentability of  her work? [ 15] 

Under the circumstances where the work is patentable, what advice would you 
give her to ensure that the filing of the patent will not be made void7 [10] 

. 

As part o f  an interview for a job in the field of  life sciences and bioprocessing 
for a firm of  venture capitalists, you have been asked to provide a report of 
how you would carry out a preliminary technical and commercial evaluation 
o f  a project. Describe what your report will contain. [25] 

. 

What is a business plan and what are its major components? [15] 

What are the specific elements to consider in writing a business plan in the life 
sciences industry? [ 10] 

. 

. 

What are the quantitative tools available to assess a project? [ 15] 

What are the specific characteristics of financing a bio-business opportunity? 
[10] 

What are the different stages in the life of  a company in the life sciences 
industry and what are the likely sources of financing for each stage? 

What are the "financial exit routes" available? 

[15] 

[10] 

. 

What are the major factors influencing the healthcare market? Give reasons 
and illustrate your answer with examples. [25] 
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