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S P A N I S H  S 4 0 1 B :  R o m a n t i c i s m  to  R e a l i s m :  T h e  1820s to  the  1870s  

Candidates should answer TWO questions 

Essays  m a y  be written in either Spanish or Engh'sh, but no extra credit will  be given 

f o r  answers  in Spanish. 
Candidates  should not  base more than O N E  answer on a particular work. 
Candidates should not  base their answers  on any text or texts used extensively m their 

course-work  essays. 

. 

. 

. 

4. 

5. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

' Spanish Romantic poetry is not about beauty, inspiring landscapes, or the joys 
of  love. Rather, it is to do with anguish, rebellion, frustration, and the state of 
Spain.' Discuss Espronceda's poetry in the light of this statement. 

One critic has observed that D o n  Alvaro  o lafuerza del  sino is a play that is 
'impregnado con el espiritu de Espafia'. To what extent would you agree with 
this assertion? 

'El tiempo es el verdadero protagonista de Los amantes de Teruel, re.as fuerte 
que el amor y los amantes a quienes, al final, destruye.' Discuss this 
assessment of  the play. 

Brcquer's poetry has been described as 'mhs sugerencia que precisi6n, re_as 
alusi6n que realidad, mhs forma etrrea que srlida'. How far do you consider 
this to be an adequate description of  the R/mas? 

To what extent do you t h i n k M a r i a n e l a  is a satisfactory title for Gald6s' 1878 
novel? 

"La Gaviota is open to criticism for its primitive technique and its simplistic 
moral stance.' Discuss this assessment of  Fernhn Caballero's novel. 

Discuss the importance of  elements of  Costumbrismo OR Romanticism in 
ONE OR MORE of the novels studied on this course. 

Compare the importance of  visual impact in the work of  ANY TWO of the 
following writers: Brcquer, Duque de Rivas, Espronceda, Hartzenbusch. 

Discuss the treatment of  rural landscape OR urban environment in AT LEAST 
ONE of the works studied. 
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