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C a n d i d a t e s  m u s t  a v o i d  a n y  dup l i ca t i on  of  m a t e r i a l  w i t h i n  th is  p a p e r ,  a n d  m u s t  n o t  
cover  t he  s a m e  g r o u n d  as  i n  an  assessed or  e x t e n d e d  essay.  

Answer  TWO q u e s t i o n s .  ALL ques t ions  c a r r y  e q u a l  m a r k s .  

. Discuss  t he  v i e w  t h a t  'Pillars o f  Society m a y  be  s een  as c o m e d y  o f  m a n n e r s ,  
w i t h  t he  u s u a l  r a n g e  o f  ca r i ca tu re  types :  w i n d b a g s ,  h y p o c r i t e s ,  s p e c u l a t o r s ,  
d o m e s t i c  t y r a n t s  a n d  se l f -dece iv ing  fools  - t o g e t h e r  w i th  a n e w l y  r e t u r n e d  
N o r w e g i a n - A m e r i c a n  f e m i n i s t ' .  

2. Ana lyse  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  Oswald in  Ghosts. 

. Discuss t he  i d e a  t h a t  ' The Wild Duck is bu i l t  f i rs t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  o n  t h e  
i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  two r u i n e d  o n l y  c h i l d r e n ,  H j a l m a r  a n d  Gregers ,  w h o  
t o g e t h e r  p r e c i p i t a t e  t h e  t r agedy ' .  

. 'It  is c l ea r  t h a t  Rosmersholm is a p l ay  a b o u t  s e d u c t i o n .  Wha t  is less c l ea r  is 
w h o  is s e d u c i n g  w h o m  a n d  when . '  Discuss.  

. 'A Dog's House and Hedda Gabler are b o t h  p lays  a b o u t  the  o p p r e s s e d  
p o s i t i o n  o f  w o m e n  in  la te  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  b o u r g e o i s  soc ie ty . '  Discuss .  

. In  r e l a t i o n  to EITHER The Master Builder OR When We Dead Awaken 
c o n s i d e r  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  ' m a n y  of  Ibsen ' s  m a l e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  a re  d e s t r o y e d  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  see  o n l y  one  side o f  t he  w o m a n  t h e y  love ' .  

. 'Both The Lady f rom the Sea and Little Eyolf  are e x p l o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
poss ib i l i t i e s  fo r  h u m a n  h a p p i n e s s . '  Discuss.  

8. Ana lyse  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  Frida a n d  Vi lhe lm Fo lda l  in  John Gabriel Borkman. 

. ' In  the  la te  p l a y s  I b s e n ' s  cha rac t e r s  t e n d  to t u r n  i n t o  s y m b o l i s t  p o e t s  in  
t h e i r  a t t e m p t  a t  se l f -ana lys i s  a n d  in  t he i r  r e a c h i n g  o u t  to each  o t h e r ,  a n d  
t h e r e b y  t h e y  c r e a t e  m e a n i n g s  b e y o n d  t h e  l i t e r a l  w h i c h  is b o t h  t h e i r  g l o r y  
a n d  the i r  d o w n f a l l . '  Discuss this  i dea  in r e l a t i o n  to ANY ONE of  Ibsen ' s  last  
f o u r  p lays .  

10. It has  b e e n  a r g u e d  t h a t  the  we igh t  o f  t he  p a s t  w h i c h  is b r o u g h t  to l i gh t  in  
m a n y  of  I b s e n ' s  p l a y s  imposes  too  g rea t  a b u r d e n  o n  t h e  f o r w a r d  m o v e m e n t  
o f  t he i r  p lo t s .  D i scus s  this view in r e l a t i on  to ANY TWO plays  b y  Ibsen  n o t  
d i s c u s s e d  e l s e w h e r e  in  this  p a p e r .  
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