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i 

A c a n d i d a t e  m a y  no t  in  any  a n s w e r  c o v e r  the  s a m e  g r o u n d  as i n  a n  a s s e s s e d  or  
e x t e n d e d  essay.  

Answer THREE questions, ONE from EACH Section. 

SECTION A (40%) 

. Transliterate the following sequences of runes into the roman alphabet and 

explain briefly the principles on which your transliterations are based. 

(a) H rX I P,I lxl I:T i'l" I: r I N FI 

(b) TFII':4 RI I'l1:11~ I-R:41>4 V4 l - l : lTI  I>: Rq 1111 : FRI~ l : 1>4 I-I~: 

~l~R:ldl 'h:l lF4 

(c) B I h R t-, ~ I I-h I 1>4,k' # h F tiT, ¢4 h V h4, ¢ I rl ~1 h4,4 P'T I A, 

h 1"41~l~Rh I~h RhlF,¢I~Fh4 Rl~hh II"h I F I~ I  F411>1, 

(~o P ~R V4-1"I'T,I, FI-I-R~'~ Flt R I>~ R B I B4 R 
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. Study the runic inscription reproduced below. Transliterate it into the roman 

alphabet, commenting on any diagnostic rune forms, translate the inscription 

into English, and write brief notes on its language and content. 

i '  if'l~l~J-1,. I - / " l j  ' _ 

, °  , _ , . . . . . . .  | r  ; . ,  

~ l t " l l ~ n ) / ' t i : q l  l~l,t',,t'-I:lli'. - ~l¢,~i~.t~kK/: ,  

SECTION B (30%) 

. Define, discuss and exemplify FIVE of the following terms used in runology: 

fupark; graph-type; retrograde rune; the acrophonic principle; bow; homorganic 

nasal; separator; bind-rune. 

. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of AT LEAST THREE theories that seek 

to explain the origin of the runes. 
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. Why, in your view, did the Scandinavians of the Viking Age use a different 

system of runic writing from their third- to seventh-century predecessors? 

6. Discuss the origin and development of dotting in runic writing. 

. In what ways was runic writing affected by the adoption of the roman alphabet 

in Scandinavia? 

SECTION C (30%) 

8. How far is the Istaby inscription typical of those written in the olderfupark? 

. To what extent do you find it justifiable to describe Scandinavians of the 

Viking Age as 'literate' ? 

10. What may have prompted so many Viking-Age Scandinavians to raise rune 

stones? 

11. What characterises runic inscriptions of the period c. 1100-1400? 

12. Discuss the relationship between runes and magic. 
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