
, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON 

University of London 

EXAMINATION FOR INTERNAL STUDENTS 

For The Following Qualification:- 

B.A. 

Scand. Studs. SC4740: Old Norse II 

COURSE CODE : SCAN4740 

UNIT VALUE : 0.50 

DATE : 27-MAY-03 

TIME : 10.00 

TIME ALLOWED : 3 Hours 

03-C1161-3-30 
© 2003 University College London T U R N  O V E R  



Answer QUESTION 1 (30%) and QUESTI ON 2 (20%) and TWO.QUESTIONS 
FROM QUESTIONS (3)-(8) (25% each). 

A candidate m a y  not in any answer cover  the same ground as in an assessed or 
extended essay. Avoid duplication o f  material in this paper. 

(1) Translate TWO of  the fo l lowing passages into English: 

(a) 

l'fi m~elir Gangleri: ' / 'at  segir lati at allir heir menn e r f  orrostu 
hafa failit fr~i upphafi heims eru nti komnir til 06ins i Valh911. 
Hvat hefir harm at f~i laeim at vistum? Ek hug6a at bar skyldi vera 
allmikit fjplmenni. '  

I'fi svarar H~ir: 'Satt er Iaat er [~ti segir, allmikit fjglmenni er bar, 
en myklu fleira skal enn ver6a, ok mun b6 oflftit laykkja I~ er 
tilfrinn kemr. En aldri er sv~i mikill mannfjgl6i i Valhgll at eigi mfi 
l~eim endask flesk galtar bess er S~ehrfmnir heitir. H a n n e r  so6inn 
hvern dag ok heili at aptni. En bessi spurning er nti spyrr 196 laykki 
m6r l~ara at f~iir muni svzi vfsir vera at h6r kunni satt af at segja. 
Andhrfmnir heitir steikarinn en Eldhrfmnir ketillinn. Swi er h6r 
sagt: 

Andhrimnir l~etr 
f Eldhr/mni 
S~ehrfmni so6inn, 
fleska bazt. 
En 19at f~iir vitu 
vi6 hvat einherjar alask.' 

I~i m~elir Gangleri: 'Hwirt  hefir 06inn [~at sama bor6hald sem 
einherjar?'  

H~ir segir: 'l'fi vist er fi hans bor6i stendr gefr hann tveim filfum 
er hann ~, er sv~i heita: Geri ok Freki. Ok onga vist barf hann: vfn 
er honum b~eSi drykkr ok matr.  Sv~ segir h6r: 

Gera ok Freka 
se6r gunntami6r 
hr66igr Herjaf96r, 
en vi6 vfn eitt 
v~ipngafigr 
06inn a~ lifir. 

Hrafnar tveir sitja ~i ?xlum honum ok segja f eyru honum 911 
ti6indi t~au er laeir sjfi e6a heyra. I~eir heita sv~i: Huginn ok 
Muninn. l,~i sendir hann i dagan at fljfigja um allan heim ok koma 
l~eir aptr at dggur6arm~li. I'ar af ver6r hann margra ti6inda vfss. 
I'vi kalla menn hann hrafna guS. Sv~ sere sagt er: 

Huginn ok Muninn 
fljtigja hverjan dag 
jprmungrund yfir. 
Oumk ek Hugin 
at hann aptr ne komi, 
196 sj~mk ek meir at Munin.' 
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(b) 

Sigur6r jarl  H1/J6visson r~5 ha fyrir  eyjunum, ok 
f6r Gunnlaugr  til hans ok var [oar um vetrinn, ok 
virTi jar l  harm vel. Ok um v~rit bj6st jarl i herna6. 
Gunnlaugr bj6st til" ferSar me5 honum, ok herjuTu um 
sumarit  v isa  um SuSreyjar ok Skotlandsfj6r6u ok 
~ttu marga r  orrostur, ok reyndis t  Gunnlaugr inn 
hraustasti  ok inn vaskasti d rengr  ok inn har5asti 
karlmaTr, hvar  sere heir kTmu. SigurSr jarl snerist 
snemmendis  sumars aftr, en Gunnlaugr  st6 DA h skip 
me6 kaupmSnnum, l~eim er sigldu til NTregs, ok skilSu 
heir SiguriSr jarl me5 mikilli vinhttu. 

Gunnlaugr  fTr norSr til I~r~ndheims ~ HlaSir 
fund Eiriks jarls, ok var bar 5ndverSan vetr, ok tTk 
jarl vel vi5 honum ok bau6 honum me5 s6r at vera, 
ok [oat [~ekkSist hann. Fr~tt hafTi jar1 ATr vi6skipti 
13eira Hrafns, sv~ sere var, ok segir Gunnlaugi, at 
hann legSi bann fyrir, at l~eir berSist ~par i hans riki. 
Gunnlaugr kva5 hann sliku r~Ta mundu, ok var 
Gunnlaugr [oar um vetr inn ok jafnan f&l~tr. 

Ok um v~rit einn dag gekk Gunnlaugr  flti ok I~or- 
kell, fraendi hans, me6 honum. I~eir gengu f brott fr{t 
b~enum. Ok ~ vTllum fyr i r  [aeim var  mannhringr,  ok 
i hr inginum innan v~tru tveir menn  me5 v~pnum ok 
skylmSust. Var [oar annarr  nefndr  Hrafn, en annarr 
Gunnlaugr.  I~eir mmltu, er hj~ st65u, at ~slendingar 
hyggi smhtt  ok vmri seinir til at muna or6 sin. 
Gunnlaugr  fann, at h~r fylgSi miki t  h~5 ok h6r v a t  
mikit '  spott  at dregit, ok gekk Gunnlaugr  i brott 
l~egjandi. Ok litlu siSar eftir [oetta segir hann jarli, 
at hann kveSst eigi Iengr nenna at pola hh6 ok spatt 
h i rgmanna hans um m~tl ~)eira Hrafns,  ok beiddi jarl 
f~i s6r leiStoga inn i Li~angr. Jar l i  va t  sagt ~Sr, at 
Hrafn var  i brottu 6r Lifangri  ok farinn austr til 
Svibj55ar, ok l~vi gaf harm Gunnlaugi  orlof at fara 
ok fekk honum lei~itoga tv'~ til fer6arinnar.  
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(c) 

"]~ is tunf i ,  8cfl~Jr, oc gacc at beiS,~ 
. ] . l .  occarn m~la mgg, 

oc l~ess a t  fregna, hveim inn fr65i s6 
ofreiSi ,~fi." 

8cirnir qva5 : 

'Illra orSa er mdr 6n at ycrom syni, 
ef ec geng at  m~la vi5 mgg , 

oc ~aess at  iregna, hveim inn fr65i s5 
ofreiSi aft. 

SegSu ])at, Freyr, f61cvaldi goSa, 
oc ec vflia vita:  

hvi ~d einn sRr ennlanga saIi, 
minn dr6~tinn, mn daga~.' 

Freyr qva5 : 

"Hvi um segiac la6r, seggr inn ungi, 
mikinn m65~rega? 

~avia~ ~lfr95ull l~8ir um alia daga, 
oc peygi at minom munom.' 

8cirnir qva5 : 

~l~uni ~ina hycca ee sv~ micla vera, 
at 1~6 m6r, seggr, n4 segir; 

l~vlat ungir saman v£rom i ~rdaga, 
vel m~ettim ~veir trfiazc." 

Freyr  qva5 : 

"~ Oymis ggrSom ec s£ ganga 
m6r tiSa mey; 

armar l~sto, enn af l)aSan 
alt lop~ oc 19gr. 

l~Imr er m6r ti5ari enn manni hveim, 
ungom, i ~rdaga; 

~8a oc ~I/a ~aa~ rill engi ma6r, 
at vi5 8~tt s6m." 
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Fr~ 13vi er at segja, 
hv6 s~ell ek var 
yn6isheimi i, 
ok hinu 66ru, 
hv6 ~a  synir 
ver6a nau6gir at mim. 

Vil ok dul 
t~lir vir6a sonu 
19/t er fikjask ~ f& 
Lj6sir aurar 
ver6a at 16ngum trega. 
Margan hefir au6r apat. 

Gla6r at mfrgu 
l~6tta ek gunmum vera 
l~vit ek vissa fAtt fyrir. 
Dvalarheim 
hefir dr6ttinn skapat 
muna6fullan mj6k 

Lfitr ek sat, 
lengi ek h611u6umk, 
mj6k var ek I~A lystr at lifa. 
En s~ r~6 
er rikri vat. 
Frammi eru feigs g6tur. 

Heljar reip 
k6mu har61iga 
sveig6 at si6um m6r, 
slita ek vilda, 
en I~au seig v6m. 
L6tt er lauss at fara. 

Einn ek vissa, 
hversu alia vega 
sullu sfitir m6r, 
Heljar meyjar 
er m6r hrolla bu6u 
/t hverju kveldi heim. 

$61 ¢k s~i, 
sanna dagstj6mu, 
drtlpa dynheimum i. 
En Heljar grind 
heyr6a ek fi annan veg 
laj6ta bungliga. 
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(2) Translate the following passage into English: 

Sigla ]~eir n6, l~ar til at [~eir korea til Hellulands, ok 
leggja inn fi fj~3rbinn Skugga. En er [~eir eru landfastir 
orb,fir, ganga [~eir fe~gar ~ land ok ~ar tii, sere ]~eir sift, 
hvar .virki stendr, ok s))nist ]Jeim ]Jar har~la raining.err. 
F16ki gekk [~fi fit ~ virkisarminn ok hans f~lagar. Og- 
mundr heilsar l~fi Oddi blfbliga ok fr&ti at erendum. 

,,Eigi [oarftu at [wi st spyrja," sagbi Oddr, ,,[~v; at ek 
vii hafa llf ~itt." 

, ,Hit ter  rfi~," sagbi Ogmundr,  ,,at vit s~ttumst heil- 
um s~ttum." 

,,Nei," sag6i Oddr, ,,]~at skal verba aldri, [~vl at hitt 
var m~r i hug, l~fi er [sfi drapt ok myrbi r  I~6ri~ stafngl,'hn, 
f6stbr66ur minn, ok niddist fi honum." 

,,[ovl ger6a ek ~at," sagbi Ogmundr ,  ,,at m6r ls6tti eigi 
~6r jafnvegit, en nfi [o6tt ~fi hafir mik fundit, getr [~fi 
aldri mik unnit, mei~an ek em ~ virkinu, en nt'l b~'~ ek 
[~r, at ]Jit fe~Sgar berizt weir vi~ oss kump~na, ella 
munum v~r i virkinu fyrir ma, last." 

,,[Oat skal vera," sag6i Oddr,  ,,ok skal ek berjast vi~ 
]ilk, Ogmundr, en Vignir rib kump,~*la ]~ina." 

,,I~at skal eigi vera," sag~i Vignir, ,,skat ek nfi launa 
~dr fr)~juorb, ]~at er ]~fi lag6ir m~r i fyrsta tfina, at vit 
fundumst, at ek munda eigi ]~ora at finna Ogmund." 

,,[Oessa skiptis munum vit i~rast sf~ar," sag~i Oddr, 
,,[~6 at loft r ~ i r  nfi at sinni." 

Taka l~eir s~ban at berjast. Va t  l~at na:r sift. 
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(3) EITHER: (a) 'It  is by studying Srlarljr6 in relation to its origins that we can best 
get an idea of its unity.' Discuss. 

OR: (b) What criteria would you use in an attempt to date the poem 
Srlarljrd, and at what result would you arrive? 

(4) EITHER: 

OR: 

(a) 'SkirnismM derives much o f  its power from its playing off  of  
pagan against Christian ideas.' Discuss. 

(b) Consider the poem Skirnismdl against the background of  Old 
Norse myth and religion. 

(5) EITHER: 

OR: 

(a) 'Not so much a disappointing story as the story o f  a 
disappointing man.' Discuss this view of  Gunnlaugs saga 
ormstungu. 

(b) Consider the verses of Gunnlaugs saga ormstungu with respect 
to the composition of the saga as a whole. 

(6) EITHER: 

OR: 

OR: 

(a) What can we learn about Snorri Sturluson's development as a 
literary artist from studying the various parts of  his Prose 
Edda? 

(b) Evaluate Snorri Sturluson's Edda as a source for Norse 
mythology. 

(c) 'So vivid are the individual tales in Gylfaginning that it is easy 
to lose sight of  the overall shape and significance of the work.' 
How far can you agree with this statement? 

(7) How far do you consider that the Sagas o f  Icelanders have oral traditions as 
their sources? 

(8) Write an essay on the poetry of  the early Christian period in Iceland. 
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