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Answer QUESTION (1) (75%), and  ONE QUESTION F R O M  Q U E S T I O N S  (2)-(5) 

(25%). 

A candidate  may  not in any answer  cover the same  g r o u n d  as in an  assessed or extended 

essay. Avoid duplication of  mater ia l  in this paper. 

1. Translate  the following T H R E E  passages into good modern  Engl ish and  answer  the 

FIVE supplementary quest ions  on EACH passage. 

6 

12 

15 

(a) 01fifr sigldi 6r Syllingum um haustit til Englands, lfi 19fi f hgfn einni, f6r 19fi 

me0 friOi, 19vf at England vat" kristit ok harm var ok kristinn. En 19ar f6r um 

landit 19ingboO nQkkut, ok allir menn skyldu ti119ings koma. 

En er 19ing vat sett, 19fi kom 19at dr6ttning eins er Gy0a er nefnd, systir 

Olfifs kvfirans er konungr var fi frlandi f Dyflinni. Hon hafOi gipt verit fi 

Englandi jarli einum n'kum. Vat sfi 19fi andaOr, en hon helt eptir n'kinu. En sfi 

ma0r vat f n'ki hennar er nefndr er Alvini, kappi mikill ok h61mgQngumaOr. 

Harm hafOi beOit hennar, en hon svaraOi svfi at hon vildi kjCr af hafa, hvern 

hon vildi eiga af 19eim mQnnum erf  hennar n'ki vfiru, ok var fyrir 19fi sQk l~ings 

kvatt at GyOa skyldi s6r mann kj6sa. Vat 19at kominn Alvini ok bfiinn me0 

inum beztum kla~Oum, ok margir aOrir vfiru 19ar vel bfinir. 61fifr vat 19at 

kominn ok hafOi vfisklmOi sfn ok loOkfipu 2~zta, st60 me0 sfna sveit fit f frfi 

Q0rum mQnnum. 

GyOa gekk ok leit s6r fi hvern mann 19ann er henni [96tti nQkkut 

mannsm6t at. En er hon kom 19ar sem 01tiff st60, ok sfi upp f andlit honum ok 

spyrr hverr maOr harm er, harm nefndi sik 01a. 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

Who is the author of the above passage? 

Which king of Norway is the subject of this passage? 

What gender is the noun rfkinu (line 6)? 

Explain the meaning of h61mgqngumac~r (line 7). 

Identify and explain the grammatical construction of the phrase sdt upp f 

andlit honum (line 15). 
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(b) Gizurr glaSi st6c3 vi8 dyrrin ok talaSi vi8 Kolbein gr?n ok bau8 Kolbeinn 

honum griiS, bvf at heir h?f~Su fyrr bat vi8 m~elzk at hvfirr skyldi ?Srum gri5 

gefa, hvfirr sem vald hefSi til. Gizurr I:,orvaldsson st6c3 at baki nafna sfnum 

me,San heir t?luc3u betta, ok svalaSi honum honum heldr meSan. Gizurr glaSi 

beiddisk at hann mundi kj6sa mann met3 s6r til gri0a. Kolbeinn jfitaSi [gvf, 

begar frfi v~eri Gizurr ok synir hans. 

I~fi kom bar til Gr6 f anddyrit Ingibj?rg Sturlud6ttir ok var f nfittserk 

einum ok berfoett. Hon var bfi brettfin vetra g?mul ok var b~ec3i mikil vexti ok 

sk?rulig at sjfi. Silfrbelti hafSi vafizk um foetr henni, er hon komsk 6r hvflunni 

fram; var bar fi pungr ok bar f gull hennar m?rg. Hafc3i kaon bat bar met3 s6r. 

Gr6a varc3 fegin henni mj?k ok segir at eitt skyldi yfir hair ganga bfic3ar. 

Ok er Gizuri hafSi heldr svalat, bfi var honum bat f hug at hlaupa eigi 

t~t. Hann var f lfnkl~ec3um ok f brynju, st~ilhOfu li h?f¢Si, sverc3it Brynjubft f 

hendi. Gr6a var ok f mittserk sinum. Gizurr gekk at henni Gr6 ok t6k fingrgull 

tvau 6r br6kabeltispungi sfnum ok fekk henni f h?nd, 19vf at hann a~tlac3i henni 

lff en s6r dauc3a. Annat fingrgullit hafSi fitt Magnfis biskup, f?c3urbr68ir hans, 

en annat I~orvaldr, faSir hans. 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

When and where did the events described in this passage take 

place? 

What is the infinitive form of the verb st6c~ (line 3)? 

Why does Kolbeinn refuse to allow Gizurr and his sons to be 

given gric~ (lines 5-6)? 

Who is Ingibj?rg Sturlud6ttir (line 7)? 

Identify and explain the grammatical construction of the 

phrase Silfrbelti hafc~i vafizk um f~etr henni (line 9). 
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(c) I:,fi spyrr Gangleri: 'Hvar er s~ guO, eOa hvat mfi hann,e0a hvat hefir harm unnit 

framaverka?' 

Hfir segir: 'Lifir harm of allar aldir ok stj6rnar 9tlu n'ki sfnu ok raeOr 9tlum 

hlutum st6rum ok sm~_m.' 

Ia~ mmlir Jafnhfir: 'Harm smf0aOi himin ok jgrO ok loptin ok alla eign l~eira.' 

Ia~i maelti IariOi: 'Hi t ter  mest er harm gerOi manninn ok gaf honum 9nd l~fi er lifa skal 

ok aldri t#nask, l~6tt h'kaminn ffini at moldu eOa brenni at 9sku. Ok skulu allir menn 

lifa heir er r6tt eru siOaOir ok vera me0 honum sjfilfum [~ar sem heitir Giml6 eOa 

Ving61f, en vfindir menn fara til Heljar ok 1JaOan f Niflhel, pat er ni0r f inn nfunda 

heim.' 

Pfi m~elir Gangleri: 'Hvat hafOisk hann fiOr at en himinn ok jgr8 vmri gpr?' 

I~fi svarar Hfir: 'I:,fi vat hann me0 hrfml~ursum.' 

Gangleri mmlti: 'Hvat var upphaf? EOa hversu h6fsk? EOa hvat vat fiOr?' 

Hill" svarar: 'Svfi sem segir f Vgluspfi: 

Ar var alda 

l~at er ekki vat. 

Vara sandr n6 sm 

n6 svalar unnir. 

Jpr8 fannsk eigi 

n6 upphiminn, 

gap var ginnunga 

en gras ekki.' 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

About which god is Gangleri asking at this point in the text? 

What case is qllum hlutum (line 3), and why? 

Who or what is Hel (line 9)? 

Explain why the -sk form of the verb hafa is used in line 10. 

Identify and explain the grammatical construction vaeri gqr (line 10). 
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. Compare and contrast the main literary characteristics of any 

two genres of medieval Icelandic saga. 

. Explain, giving examples, how kennings work in Old Norse 

poetry. 

. On the basis of your reading of Old Norse texts, what would 

you identify as the attitudes of Icelandic authors towards 

foreign kings? 

. 'All Old Norse literature is Christian literature.' To what extent 

would you regard this view as valid? 
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