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Answer QUESTION (1) (75%), and ONE QUESTION FROM QUESTIONS (2)-(5)
(25%).
A candidate may not in any answer cover the same ground as in an assessed or extended

essay. Avoid duplication of material in this paper.

1. Translate the following THREE passages into good modern English and answer the
FIVE supplementary questions on EACH passage.

(@) Olafr sigldi 6r Syllingum um haustit til Englands, 14 pa { hofn einni, fér pa
med fridi, pvi at England var kristit ok hann var ok kristinn. En par f6r um
landit pingbod nokkut, ok allir menn skyldu til pings koma.

En er ping var sett, pa kom bar dréttning eins er Gyda er nefnd, systir
Ol4fs kvérans er konungr var 4 frlandi { Dyflinni. Hon haf8i gipt verit 4
Englandi jarli einum rikum. Var s4 p4 andadr, en hon helt eptir rikinu. En sa
madr var { riki hennar er nefndr er Alvini, kappi mikill ok hélmgongumadr.
Hann hafdi bedit hennar, en hon svaradi sv at hon vildi kjgr af hafa, hvern
hon vildi eiga af peim monnum er { hennar riki varu, ok var fyrir pa sok bings
kvatt at Gyda skyldi sér mann kjésa. Var bar kominn Alvini ok bdinn med
inum beztum kl&dum, ok margir adrir varu par vel buanir. Oléafr var par
kominn ok hafdi vaskladi sin ok lo8kdpu yzta, st6d med sina sveit Ut { fra
o0rum monnum.

Gyda gekk ok leit sér & hvern mann pann er henni poétti nokkut
mannsmdt at. En er hon kom par sem Oléfr st6d, ok sa upp i andlit honum ok

spyrr hverr madr hann er, hann nefndi sik Ola.

(1) Who is the author of the above passage?

(i1) Which king of Norway is the subject of this passage?

(ili)  What gender is the noun rikinu (line 6)?

(iv)  Explain the meaning of hélmgengumadr (line 7).

(v) Identify and explain the grammatical construction of the phrase sd upp ¢

andlit honum (line 15).
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(b)

Gizurr gladi st6d vid dyrrin ok taladi vid Kolbein gron ok baud Kolbeinn
honum grid, pvi at peir hofdu fyrr pat vid malzk at hvarr skyldi odrum grid
gefa, hvarr sem vald hefdi til. Gizurr Porvaldsson st6d at baki nafna sinum
medan beir tQludu petta, ok svaladi honum honum heldr medan. Gizurr gladi
beiddisk at hann mundi kjésa mann med sér til grida. Kolbeinn jatadi pvi,
begar fra veeri Gizurr ok synir hans.

P4 kom par til Gré { anddyrit Ingibjorg Sturludéttir ok var { nattserk
einum ok berfcett. Hon var pé prettan vetra gomul ok var ba&di mikil vexti ok
skorulig at sja. Silfrbelti hafdi vafizk um feetr henni, er hon komsk 6r hvilunni
fram; var par 4 pungr ok par { gull hennar morg. Hafdi hon pat par med sér.
Gréa vard fegin henni mjok ok segir at eitt skyldi yfir par ganga badar.

Ok er Gizuri hafdi heldr svalat, pa var honum pat { hug at hlaupa eigi
it. Hann var { linkl&dum ok i brynju, stalthafu a hofdi, sverdit Brynjubit {
hendi. Gréa var ok i néttserk sinum. Gizurr gekk at henni Gré ok ték fingrgull
tvau Or brékabeltispungi sinum ok fekk henni { hond, pvi at hann &tladi henni
lif en sér dauda. Annat fingrgullit hafdi att Magnis biskup, fodurbrédir hans,

en annat Porvaldr, fadir hans.

1) When and where did the events described in this passage take
place?

(i1) What is the infinitive form of the verb s76d (line 3)?

(ili) Why does Kolbeinn refuse to allow Gizurr and his sons to be
given grid (lines 5-6)?

(iv)  Who is Ingibjorg Sturludéttir (line 7)?

W) Identify and explain the grammatical construction of the

phrase Silfrbelti hafdi vafizk um feetr henni (line 9).
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(c) ba spyrr Gangleri: ‘Hvar er sa gud, eda hvat ma hann,eda hvat hefir hann unnit

framaverka?’

Hir segir: ‘Lifir hann of allar aldir ok stjérnar olu riki sinu ok ra&dr ¢ollum
hlutum stérum ok smam.’

b4 malir Jafnhér: ‘Hann smidadi himin ok jord ok loptin ok alla eign peira.’
P4 melti Pridi: ‘Hitt er mest er hann gerdi manninn ok gaf honum ¢nd b4 er lifa skal
ok aldri tynask, p6tt likaminn fiini at moldu eda brenni at gsku. Ok skulu allir menn
lifa peir er rétt eru sidadir ok vera med honum sjalfum par sem heitir Gimlé eda
Vingdlf, en vandir menn fara til Heljar ok padan { Niflhel, pat er nidr { inn nfunda
heim.’

P4 melir Gangleri: ‘Hvat hafdisk hann 40r at en himinn ok jord veri gor?’

P4 svarar Har: ‘P4 var hann med hrimpursum.’

Gangleri melti: ‘Hvat var upphaf? Eda hversu h6fsk? Eda hvat var 46r?’

Har svarar: ‘Sva sem segir { Voluspa:

Ar var alda

pat er ekki var.

Vara sandr né s&

né svalar unnir.

Jord fannsk eigi

né upphiminn,

gap var ginnunga

en gras ekki.’

) About which god is Gangleri asking at this point in the text?
(11) What case is ollum hlutum (line 3), and why?

(ili) Who or what is Hel (line 9)?

(iv)  Explain why the —sk form of the verb hafa is used in line 10.

(v)  Identify and explain the grammatical construction veeri ger (line 10).
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2. Compare and contrast the main literary characteristics of any

two genres of medieval Icelandic saga.

3. Explain, giving examples, how kennings work in Old Norse
poetry.
4. On the basis of your reading of Old Norse texts, what would

you identify as the attitudes of Icelandic authors towards

foreign kings?

5. ‘All Old Norse literature is Christian literature.” To what extent

would you regard this view as valid?

SCAN 3740 4 END OF PAPER



