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Answer QUESTION (1) (60%) and  T W O  QUESTIONS F R O M  Q U E S T I O N S  (2)-(7) 

(20% EACH).  

A candidate may not in any  answer  cover the same g r o u n d  as in an  assessed or extended 

essay. Avoid dupl icat ion o f  material  in this paper.  

(1) Translate the fo l lowing three passages into good m o d e r n  Eng l i sh  and  answer  the f ive 

supplementary quest ions  on each passage. 

12 

(a) Gizurr Iaorvaldsson gekk f bdrit. Harm s~i hvar skyrker st60 ~i stokkum f 

bfirinu. I~ar hleypti harm sverOinu Brynjubff ofan f skyrit svfi at l~at sQkk upp 

um hjQltin. Gizurr sfi at l~ar var ker f jQrOu hj~i, lftit, ok var f s3h-a. En skyrkerit 

st60 l~ar yfir ofan ok hulOi mjQk s)7,rukedt l~at e r f  jQr0unni var. Iaar var rdm l~at 

er maOr mfitti komask f kerit, ok f6r Gizurr l~ar f kerit laat e r f  jQrOunni var ok 

settisk niOr f s3h-una f lfnkl~eSum einum, ok t6k honum s3h'an f geirvQrtur. Kalt 

var f s37,runni. 

Skamma hrf6 hafOi harm 19ar setit fiOr harm heyrOi mannamfil ok heyrOi 

at um var talat, ef harm fyndisk, at l~r/r menn vfiru til mtlaOir til fiverka viO 

harm, ok skyldi sitt hQgg hQggva ok fara ekki 6tt at, ok vita hvemig hann yrOi 

vi6. Hrani var til mtlaOr ok Kolbeinn grQn ok Ari Ingimundarson. NO k6mu 

laeir f bdrit me0 lj6si ok leituOu allt. Iaeir k6mu at kerinu er Gizurr sat f kerinu, 

ok IQgOu f kerit larfr menn me0 spj6tum eOa fj6dr. Iaeir l~rmttu um: sQg6u 

sumir, at fyrir yrOi, en sumir ekki. 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

Who is the author of the above passage? 

What is the difference between skyr (line 1) and s~ra (line 3)? 

What is the meaning of the name Brynjubftr (line 2)? 

Identify and explain the grammatical form of ,~verka in line 8. 

What is the infinitive form of the verb yr~i (line 12)? 
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(b) Hann ferr nta sfOan su6r me0 landi ok f V ~  austr ok bli til Danmerkr; ok er 

b~i uppi hverr penningr fj~rins, ok verOr hann bli bi6ja matar ba~6i fyrir sik ok 

fyrir d3:,rit. Hann kcmr ~i fund ,(trmanns Sveins konungs, bess er ./dd h6t, ok ba6 

harm vista nakkvarra b~eOi fyrir sik ok fyrir d3:,rit: 'Ek a~tla', segir hann, 'at 

gefa Sveini konungi d2h'it.' .$d¢i 16zk selja mundu honum vistir, ef hann vildi. 

AuOun kvezk ekki til hafa fyrir at gefa; 'en ek vilda b6', segir hann, 'at betta 

kvaemisk til leiOar at ek m~etta d3h'it fcera konungi.' 

'Ek mun f~ l~6r vistir, sem it burfu6, til konungs fundar; en bar f m6ti 

vil ek eiga h~ilft d2~rit. Ok mlittu ~i la~it lfta, at d~rrit mun deyja fyrir b6r, bars it 

burfur6 vistir miklar, en f6 s6 farit, ok er btiit vi6 at l~ti hafir l~i ekki d2h'sins.' 

Ok er hann litr li betta, s)haisk honum nakkvat eptir, sem iirrna6rinn 

m~elti fyrir honum, ok sa~ttask heir ~i betta, at hann selr ./~ka h~ilft d)~rit, ok skal 

konungr sfOan meta alt saman. Skulu heir fara bli6ir nO ii fund konungs, ok sv~ 

g¢ra heir; fara nti b~iOir ~ fund konungs, ok st68u fyrir borOinu. 

'Hverr ertu?' segir hann. Hann svarar: 'Ek em Islenzkr maSr, herra', 

segir harm, 'ok kominn nti titan fr~i Grcenlandi, ok nfi af N6regi, ok a~tlaOak at 

fcera yOr bjarnd3h" betta. Keyptak bat me0 allri eigu minni, ok n6 er 1~6 ~i orOit 

mikit fyrir m6r; ek ~i nti h~f t  eitt d3:,rit', ok segir konungi sfOan hversu farit 

haf6i me0 beim .4,ka hrmanni hans. 

(i) What is 

(ii) Identify 

(iii) Identify 

(iv) Identify 

(v) Explain 

19-19). 

the Vfk (l inel)? 

and explain the grammatical form of kvaemisk (line 6). 

and explain the grammatical form of it ]mrfui~ (line 9). 

the grammatical form of aetlai~ak (line 16). 

the construction me?) peim ttka drmanni hans (lines 
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(c) Gylfi konungr var maSr vitr ok fj?lkunnigr. Hann undraSisk 13at mj?k er 

A, saf61k var svfi kunnigt at allir hlutir gengu at vilja laeira./>at hugsaSi hann 

hvL,'t bat mundi vera af eOli sjfilfra beira, eOa mundi bvf valda goSmogn laau er 

heir bl6tuOu. Hann byrja0i fer8 sfna til A, sgarOs ok f6r me8 laun ok br~i ~i sik 

gamals manns hqci ok dulSisk sv~i. En ,~_,sir vfi_ru 13vf vfsari at heir h?fSu 

spfid6m, ok s~i heir ferO hans fyrr en hann kom, ok gerSu f m6ti honum 

sj6nhverfingar. En er hann kom inn f borgina b~i s~i hann 13ar hfiva h?ll, sv~i at 

varla m~itti hann sjfi yfir hana./>ak hennar var lagt gyltum skj?ldum sv~i sem 

spfinbak. Sv~i segir/>j6061fr inn hvinverski at Valh?ll var skjoldum b?k0: 

.6, baki ldtu bl~ja, 

barOir vfiru gtj6ti, 

Svfi.fnis salnmfrar 

seggir hyggjandi. 

Gylfi sfi mann f hallar durunum ok ldk at handsgxum ok hafOi sjau senn ~i 

lopti. S~i spurOi hann fyrr at nefndisk. Harm nefndisk Gangleri ok kominn af 

refilstigum ok beiddisk at soekja til nfittsta0ar ok spurOi hverr hgllina tutti. 

Harm svarar at bat var konungr beira. 

'En fylgja mfi ek bdr at sjfi hann. Skaltu b~i sjfilfr spyrja hann nafns.' 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

Where was Gylfi 's kingdom situated? 

What is the literal meaning of sj6nhverfingar (line 6)? 

What gender is the noun hqll (line 7, etc.)? 

From which of I:,j68olfr's poems does the verse quoted in this passage 

come? 

Explain the kenning Sv(tfnis salnaefrar (line 12). 
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(2) EITHER: (a) What  does AuOunar pdttr vesrfirzkr tell us about relations 

between Iceland, Norway, and Denmark in the eleventh 

century? 

OR: Oa) 'AuOunarpdttr vestfirzkr describes AuOun's travels in 

detail, but its real subjects are Sveinn and Haraldr.' To what 

extent do you agree with this assessment? 

OR: (e) Why might the compiler of Morkinskinna have been 

interested in Aui~unar tbtittr? 

(3) 'Sturla IaorOarson may not have been an eye-witness to the 

burning of the farm at Flugum3h'r, but his account reads like 

reportage.' Discuss this analysis of the account of the burning 

in [slendinga saga. 

~)  EITHER: (a) What function does the Prologue fulfil within the overall 

structure of Snorra Edda? 

OR: (b) Discuss Snorri's use of poetic sources in Gylfaginning. 

(5) Explain, giving examples, how kennings work in Old Norse 

poetry. 

(6) To what extent may the Sagas of Icelanders be said to resemble 

the modem novel? 

(7) Describe, giving examples, the functions and grammatical 

characteristics of the 'middle voice' in Old Norse. 
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