UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

University of London

EXAMINATION FOR INTERNAL STUDENTS

For The Following Qualification:—

BA

Scand. Studs. SC3740: Old Norse |

COURSE CODE : SCAN3740
UNIT VALUE : 050

DATE : : 29-APR-05 '
TIME : 1430

TIME ALLOWED : 3 Hours

05-C1179-3-30
© 2005 University College London

TURN OVER



Answer QUESTION (1) (60%) and TWO QUESTIONS FROM QUESTIONS (2)-(7)
(20% EACH).
A candidate may not in any answer cover the same ground as in an assessed or extended

essay. Avoid duplication of material in this paper.

(1) Translate the following three passages into good modern English and answer the five

supplementary questions on each passage.

(a) Gizurr Porvaldsson gekk { birit. Hann si hvar skyrker st6d 4 stokkum {
barinu. Par hleypti hann sverdinu Brynjubit ofan { skyrit sv4 at pat sokk upp
um hjoltin. Gizurr s4 at par var ker { jordu hja, litit, ok var { syra. En skyrkerit
st6d bar yfir ofan ok huldi mjok syrukerit pat er { jordunni var. Par var rim pat
er madr métti komask { kerit, ok fér Gizurr par { kerit pat er { jordunni var ok
settisk nidr { syruna { linkledum einum, ok t6k honum syran { geirvortur. Kalt
var { syrunni.

Skamma hrid hafdi hann par setit 40r hann heyrdi mannamal ok heyrdi
at um var talat, ef hann fyndisk, at prir menn viru til &tladir til dverka vid
hann, ok skyldi sitt hogg hoggva ok fara ekki 6tt at, ok vita hvernig hann yrdi
vid. Hrani var til &tladr ok Kolbeinn gron ok Ari Ingimundarson. Ni kému
beir i burit med 1j6si ok leitudu alit. beir kému at kerinu er Gizurr sat { kerinu,
ok logdu { kerit prir menn med spjétum eda fjérir. Peir prattu um: sogdu

sumir, at fyrir yrdi, en sumir ekki.

@) Who is the author of the above passage?

(ii) What is the difference between skyr (line 1) and syra (line 3)?
(iii)  What is the meaning of the name Brynjubitr (line 2)?

(iv)  Identify and explain the grammatical form of dverka in line 8.

V) What is the infinitive form of the verb yrdi (line 12)?
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(b) Hann ferr ni sidan sudr med landi ok i Vik austr ok pa til Danmerkr; ok er
b4 uppi hverr penningr fjarins, ok verdr hann p4 bidja matar b&di fyrir sik ok
fyrir dyrit. Hann kgmr 4 fund &rmanns Sveins konungs, pess er Aki hét, ok bad
hann vista nakkvarra b&di fyrir sik ok fyrir dyrit: ‘Ek @tla’, segir hann, ‘at
gefa Sveini konungi dyrit.” Aki 1ézk selja mundu honum vistir, ef hann vildi.
Audun kvezk ekki til hafa fyrir at gefa; ‘en ek vilda pé’, segir hann, ‘at petta
kvamisk til leidar at ek matta dyrit fcera konungi.’

‘Ek mun fa pér vistir, sem it purfud, til konungs fundar; en par { méti
vil ek eiga hélft dyrit. Ok mattu 4 bét lita, at dyrit mun deyja fyrir pér, pars it
purfurd vistir miklar, en fé sé farit, ok er buit vid at pd hafir pa ekki dyrsins.’

Ok er hann litr 4 petta, synisk honum nakkvat eptir, sem armadrinn
melti fyrir honum, ok szttask peir 4 petta, at hann selr Aka halft dyrit, ok skal
konungr sidan meta alt saman. Skulu beir fara badir ni 4 fund konungs, ok sva
gora beir; fara nd badir 4 fund konungs, ok st6du fyrir bordinu.

‘Hverr ertu?’ segir hann. Hann svarar: ‘Ek em Islenzkr madr, herra’,
segir hann, ‘ok kominn nu utan fr4 Greenlandi, ok ni af Néregi, ok &tladak at
foera ydr bjarndyr petta. Keyptak pat med allri eigu minni, ok ni er pé 4 ordit
mikit fyrir mér; ek & nd hélft eitt dyrit’, ok segir konungi sidan hversu farit

hafdi med peim Aka drmanni hans.

@) What is the Vik (linel)?

(i) Identify and explain the grammatical form of kvaemisk (line 6).

(iii)  Identify and explain the grammatical form of it purfud (line 9).

(iv)  Identify the grammatical form of @tladak (line 16).

) Explain the construction med peim Aka drmanni hans (lines
19-19).
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(c) Gylfi konungr var madr vitr ok fjolkunnigr. Hann undradisk pat mjok er
Asaf6lk var své kunnigt at allir hlutir gengu at vilja peira. Pat hugsadi hann
hvért pat mundi vera af edli sjlfra peira, eda mundi pvi valda godmogn pau er
beir bl6tudu. Hann byrjadi ferd sina til Asgards ok f6r med laun ok bra 4 sik
gamals manns liki ok duldisk svd. En Asir varu pvi visari at peir hofdu
spadém, ok si peir ferd hans fyrr en hann kom, ok gerdu i méti honum
sjénhverfingar. En er hann kom inn { borgina p4 s4 hann par hdva hgll, sv4 at
varla métti hann sji yfir hana. Pak hennar var lagt gyltum skjoldum sv4 sem
spanpak. Sva segir Pj6d6lfr inn hvinverski at Valholl var skjoldum pokd:

A baki létu blikja,

bardir varu grjéti,

Sviéfnis salnzfrar

seggir hyggjandi.
Gylfi s4 mann { hallar durunum ok lék at handsoxum ok haf8i sjau senn 4
lopti. Sa spurdi hann fyrr at nefndisk. Hann nefndisk Gangleri ok kominn af
refilstigum ok beiddisk at scekja til néttstadar ok spurdi hverr hollina atti.
Hann svarar at pat var konungr peira.

‘En fylgja ma ek pér at sjd hann. Skaltu b4 sjilfr spyrja hann nafns.’

6)) Where was Gylfi’s kingdom situated?

(>i1) What is the literal meaning of sjonhverfingar (line 6)?

(iii)) What gender is the noun hgll (line 7, etc.)?

(iv)  From which of Pj6dolfr’s poems does the verse quoted in this passage
come?

(%) Explain the kenning Svdfnis salnefrar (line 12).
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(2) EITHER:

OR:

OR:

(&)

(4) EITHER:

OR:

)

(6)

@)
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(a) What does Audunar pdrtr vestfirzkr tell us about relations
between Iceland, Norway, and Denmark in the eleventh

century?

(b) ‘Audunar pattr vestfirzkr describes Audun’s travels in
detail, but its real subjects are Sveinn and Haraldr.” To what

extent do you agree with this assessment?

(c) Why might the compiler of Morkinskinna have been

interested in Audunar pdrtr?

‘Sturla Pordarson may not have been an eye-witness to the
burning of the farm at Flugumyrr, but his account reads like
reportage.’ Discuss this analysis of the account of the burning

in Islendinga saga.

(a) What function does the Prologue fulfil within the overall
structure of Snorra Edda?

(b) Discuss Snorri’s use of poetic sources in Gylfaginning.

Explain, giving examples, how kennings work in Old Norse

poetry.

To what extent may the Sagas of Icelanders be said to resemble

the modern novel?

Describe, giving examples, the functions and grammatical

characteristics of the ‘middle voice’ in Old Norse.
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