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Answer BOTH questions. 

Candidates must avoid any duplication of material within this paper, and must not 
cover the same ground as in an assessed or extended essay. 

I. (50%) Read the following passage carefully and answer ONE of the questions 
below: 

Mikill b6klestur f einveru heima vakti hjs. m~r laungun til l~ess ac3 bfa  til b~ekur 

sjs.lfur, og sere fyr sagai mun 6g hafa veria sj6 vetra l~egar dg f6r ac~ ,,skrifa s6gur 

upptir sjs.lfum m6r".  0sjs.lfrS.ari einbeitni barns fitti dg aa l~akka aa 6g gatf  fyrstu 

6glapinn sks.ldaa 5. blaa b6 6g va~ri innanum talandi eOa starfandi f61k. En l~egar 

frs. leia f6r 6g aa leita m6r ac~ skoti f l~eim herbergjum htissins sere ekki voru tept, 

eaa f6r 6tf smfc~akofa; l~ar var hefilbekkur sere 6g gat haft fyrir skrifbor& Iz, arna 

gat 6g setia obbann 6r deginum og skrifaa. M6r eru minnissta~a bin laungu bj6rtu 

vor bernskus.ranna, og vorverkum lokia heimafyrir, og nO er bec~ic~ eftir l~vf einu 

aa grasia vaxi. Fac3ir minn og vinnumenn hans eru komnir f vegavinnu uppS_ 

heic3ar, vetrarstflkurnar farnar og kaupakonurnar 6komnar og eftir f ha~stalagi hfin 

Halld6ra gamla Alfsd6ttir og t6kutelpan 01a sere var baeai eldri en 6g, margfalt 

digrari og n~estum helmfngi staerri; [05. sat 6g annaahvort via glugga f stofunni ec3a 

f opnum smfaakofanum l~ar sere fuglar flugu fyrir dyrnar, og samdi b~ekur utan 

enda. 

Opinber starfi minn 5.tti ac3 heita sS. aa g~eta tOnsins fyrir garaS.rum, f6 og 

hrossum, 5. n6tt sere degi; lambf6 f ttininu vat reiknaa mdr til skammar og sneypu; 

hross f t6ni voru h~'afngars6k (1~6 ekki framfylgt). Mestallan daginn vat 

5.gs.ngspenfngur fjarri af sj5.1fsd5.aum, en vissi aa mea n6ttu mundi mannskepnan 

fara ac~ ktira. Stundum l~yrptist sauaf6naaur f Tfnguttini(3 begat ieic-3 na~r mian~etti 

5. bjartri vortfOinni. Eg var I05. rifinn uppfir svefni aa sinna [oessum skyldum 

mfnum, en l~urfti sjaldan leingra en fits. hlaa, og siga i0aaan hundinum fi 6vininn 

sere l~vf mic3ur m5.tti ekki nefna annaa en blessaaar skepnurnar. En aa morni 

laungu fyrir f6tafera h6fau garc55.rar aftur gleymt okkur Snata og annaahvort 

skopaa skeia yfir gaddavfrinn ec3a lagt sig f ha~ttu aa smeygja sdr milli 

vfrstreingjanna. Fyrir kom ac~ l~essi blessua gucSsl6mb fla~ktu sig f vfrdr~esum sere 

voru settar undir neasta vfr 10ar sere hfisti undir f lautum; 1~5. f6r mac~ur aa grf.ta og 

vorkenna og 15. vic5 aa bic~jast fyrir. I:,ac3 getur tekia 6ratfma at5 klippa f~ laust fir 
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gaddavfrsdr~esum. Svona hernaO stundacSi 6g fyrir mi6ja morguns61; eftir loac3 

mfi.tti v~enta at3 gart3firar v~eru mfitulega hvektir tii a~ reyna ekki aftur fyren undir 

kv61d. Vormetur mec3 heic3um himni, d6gg fi grasi, s61 bak Esjutindum og styrj61d 

vit3 lambf6 - var l~etta ekki himnarfki? J~, en einkum f endurminningunni, t);g get 

ac3 minstakosti sagt ac~ 6g haft veric3 ]~ar. 

Um hvac~ samdi 6g s6gur? I~g hef sagt at3 inntaki(3 ill minni fyrstu, l~eirri sem 6g 

samdi fi @rm~etan skjalapappir in folio sere 6g hafN haft titOr f6c~ur mfnum: 

f61kic3 f6r til kirkju fyrsta september og varc3 vet3urtept ]~fingac~ til 5. j61um: kom til 

baka, ac3 minstakosti l~eir sere ekki d6u f tfirnum; heir sere mistu konuna komu 

mec~ n~a konu sere l~eir h6fc~u feingiO 5. b~enum par sere [~eir voru vec3urteptir. 

Pappfrsleysi hfic3i mdr framanaf. I~g reyndi ac~ hafa brdfsefni fit tir f61ki, 

p6stpappfrsarkir, l~g lagc3i arkirnar hverja fi ac3ra og st~.ngac~i l~a~r mec~ seglgarni f 

kj61inn einsog bdkbindarar gera; fir pappa sem til f611 limdi ~g spj6ld utanfi, 

ellegar fir ~ykkum maskfnupappfr. I:,annig var(3 fir l~essu bdk. 

(a) Examine what kind of self-image Halld6r Laxness portrays in this extract from [ 

tfmi,u heima, and compare and contrast it with I:,6rbergur I:,6rc3arson's self-portrayal 

in OJi, itinn and [slenskur aOall. 

(b) Examine the style of [ tfminu heima as exemplified in this extract and compare it to 

the style of Benedikt GriSndal in Dcegradv6l~ OR Guc3bergur Bergsson in Fac~ir og 

m(')c)ir og duhnagn bernskunnar. 
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II. (50 %) Answer ONE of the following questions: 

(a) Examine the influence of 19th-century Romanticism and early 20m-century 

Neo-Romanticism in the autobiographical works of Benedikt Gr6ndal and 

I~6rbergur D6rc3arson. 

(b) Compare and contrast the 'essay-roman' form of the autobiographical works 

of Halld6r Laxness and the 'skfild~evisaga' (autofiction) form of the 

autobiographical works of Guclbergur Bergsson. 

(c) 'Writing on one's parents in autobiographical writing can highlight the 

relationship between autobiography and biography.' Discuss this statement in 

light of AT LEAST TWO works you have read for this course. 

(d) Examine the point of view in I:,6rbergur ID6rclarson's S(dmurinn um bI6m#3 and 

compare it to childhood reminiscences in AT LEAST ONE other work you 

have read for this course. 

(e) Compare and contrast descriptions of Reykjavik in AT LEAST TWO works 

you have read and examine the city's role in the author's development as a 

writer. 

(f) Examine the role played by descriptions of the everyday and/or the uneventful 

in the works of I:,6rbergur I:,6rc3arson and compare them to a work by AT 

LEAST ONE other author you have read for this course. 
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