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HEBR C19: INTRODUCTION TO THE KABBALAH — SELECTED
READINGS FROM THE ZOHAR

Attempt FOUR questions, at least ONE from EACH section.
All questions carry equal marks.

Section A
1. “The kabbalists view the Creation as a process of differentiation’. Discuss.
2. Outline the dynamics of the sefirotic realm.

3. Distinguish between the ‘theosophic’ and the ‘ecstatic-prophetic’ Kabbalah.
Tlustrate your analysis with examples from leading classical protagonists of each
school. _ .

4. Characterise the female emanations of the Godhead

5. Review the range of opinions, both traditional and scholarly-critical, about the
authorship and provenance of the Zohar.

6. When and how did the Zohar acquire the status of a canonical work?

Section B

Introduce the following passages with a few brief remarks, identifying and placing
them in their historical and/or literary contexts. Translate the passages into fluent,
idiomatic English (while keeping as faithful as possible to the original), and comment
Jully to justify and elucidate your translation.
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