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HEBRC15" Introduction to Talmud 

Attempt ALL questions. 

The translation should demonstrate a sound grasp of the detail of the 
Hebrew and Aramaic text. 

1. (a) Translate the following passage into idiomatic English: 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

n~7~ ~'~m '~ 5~ rl~ 7~mm ~5~ mnn m~mm n'~n,7 l~m n5 
5m:a n ' ~ ' m  n'~7' "~7 7m~ n5 nnmmm ,m,n 

7~mm I~7~ ~p~n ~l~mmSl "~m'm 77m '~5 l'~ .~mTn' 'm7 7m~ 

~ip~n ~l~m'~5~ "~m,m ~5~ ram, ~l~m'~5~ ~Ip~nm nmn 

~,w 5m n5~7~ 7,~ ~,n ~,~ ~,~n l 5 ~mmm ~p,~m 7~mm 
n,5 7,7m~'~ 77m 7~m m ,7n l~mm mn~ l,~bmm nnm~ n'~ 

77ram llT~ "~m' ~l~m'~5~ mTnm 77m '~5 l'~ .~mln' "~7 7m~l 

~l ~ nmn ~5  7m~ (n"m ~7p7) 7m~ 'm" 7"~ 7~,5~ ,'~7 
"~Tnm mTn '~m ~5~ Ira5 romp ~5 n,m ~,mm~ ~5 l'~m '~ 5~ 

l,~Smm nTm~m 
[ 10 marks] 

Explain the relation between this passage and the preceding 
gemara. [4 marks] 

The first memra has been discussed previously in the gemara. 
Does the second discussion make a difference? 
What do rishonim and later commentators make of this rule? 

[4 marks] 

Discuss two opposing interpretations of the second memra 
attributed to R. Joshua b. Levi, and relate these views to the 
textual development and redaction of  the tractate. [5 marks] 
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(e) m. Meg. 1.3 reads: m'~bm'~ n ' a ~  n'~ ~'~ bn nblna 7'~ ~'n l~'~. 
How does this mishnah relate to the third tradition attributed to 
R. Joshua b. Levi? [4 marks] 

(f) What  does "~' mean in the phrase "~o' 1,n~r~n lzTn ~n,b,l~? 
[4 marks] 

(g) How does R. Eleazar b. R. Jose infer his statement from the 
biblical prooftext? [4 marks] 

2. (a) Comment  upon the structure of the following passage: 

nonmn m~,5 l,n,Tpm na,n5 m,Tmmn b~ aS,pn n,mmn inp~ 
]~,7m~p ,ran l ~  m,mnmmm mn'n~> l~m m,m 7p~o,m ,7m 
"in~7 ~pSo ,~7 ~mnpn nb~Tan no~n ,m~ ~nb~m ,Tram 
l~m7 ~n~ l~pn mum nmmm 7m~ nm:a7~ n~n~n no~m 'm~ 

~mm ~'~7~ l z m~ ~ i7 'nn I'7 n,n ,7n7 ~mn~ ~>~Z" 

~'pn n~n~n no~m "m~ ~n~m ~m'm~ ~ lnr~m nmmnn 
~ 7 p  7m~ l~m' "rim 7 ~  ~n~ "am lmm m7 7 ~  ~,m7 ~z,n 
nnTn mn~ mnnm~m nS~n m,7~n "~' n~ n'pb ('m 7no~) 

tomb a~pn 
What  is the usual meaning of l~n?  
The Rif  starts his commentary as follows: ~z'n n,~Tp~ n~;,am "ma 

Explain this comment in relation to that of Rashi. What point 
does the gemara  make which the Rif  does not take up? [15 
marks] 

3. (a) In reference to the passage below, answer the following 
questions: 

1,znz~ n,7~onm ~ nln~nl l'~Dn~ n '7~o l 'z l'~ ~]72i'~ 
lWnm Inn n,mm~ ~ n~nnz~ l~'~ nlnTnl l'~n~ l l ~  ~z'~ 

nml,  ~b~ ~'~nm'm ~7,nn ~b m,m~on ~l ~ 7~i~ b~,bm~ l'~ 

ml~Tn ~nnzm ~7pm ~m,nm "~zl l~mb ~z'~ l"~nz~ m,7~o~ 
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(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

munnl munn r~nm~ ~'ipm ~,n,~ ,~m inbm l~l~m ~,nnb 
mu'~n Imnm~ mumnl ~npm Imnm~ ~npm ~b'~ ~npm ~mnmm 

lWmm I'~'~ '~ b~'bma 1 m l~mm Im'a ~n l~m'~ ~n ~'mp 

mu'~n '~m m~mbm~ mmnmm nm "~'nm'~ ~m~m ,~m nb,~m 

~n' Im'm~n bm~ ('~ 7nm~) 7m~ pn,~' 7m Imn~ m7 7bun 

mo~ ~mp ~n~ bbmm ~n,nn n,~, ~n,nn ~,n~mm l~mb bum 

7bun 'mbn'~ ,'imam ~'~n7 7bmn 'mbn~ n~m m~m~ nn~n 

tomb mm~ ~nm 7n~ bm b~ o~m~ im~'m nm b~ tomb nb'~ 
b~ mbm mn ]~nm ~pn in~ m~m~ nmm n~n 'b ~mn~ 

Translate the mishnah accurately, and comment upon the 
different possibilities of translation. [5 marks] 

Discuss the meaning of ~'~pm ~:anm~ m~a'~n~ m~a-~n ~'~nmm ~npm in 
the baraita (lines 5-7), and the meaning which the subsequent 
discussion assumes it has. [5 marks] 

In this baraita the word "~nm'~ is missing in the Yemenite and 
Sefardi manuscripts. Discuss the relevance of this variant 
reading for the interpretation of the gemara. [5 marks] 

Analyse how the reading of this sugya may be affected by 
focusing on the attributed sayings only, while leaving out the 
anonymous material. [10 marks] 

What is the result of the discussion according to the final text- 
form? [5 marks] 
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4. (a) Describe and analyze three different models of the redaction of 
the Babylonian Talmud. [20 marks] 
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