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HEBR7318 Ideologies of Reading: Hebrew Texts through History's Looking 
Glass 
Answer FOUR questions. 
All questions carry equal marks. 

. 

. 

. 

How does the narrative in Samuel 2:11 reflect ambivalence towards David's  
morality? 

Feminists claim that their readings of  biblical narratives rescue the hidden 
political agenda of these narratives. Do you agree with this statement? Argue 
your answer with illustrations. 

Why would the subject of  dreams and dream interpretation have been 
considered a suitable subject to be included within the Babylonian Talmud? 

. Translate the following passage into fluent, idiomatic English while staying as 
close as possible to the literal sense of  the original. Comment on all the 
technical terms, names, dates, and any other features of  the text  - both 
linguistic and substantial - that require elucidation. 
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. Read the following poem by Ibn Gabirol and comment on the characteristics 
of  medieval secular poetry as reflected in it. 

6. Discuss the tensions between conventions and personal expression in medieval 
poetry in Spain. Illustrate with examples from Ibn Gabirol's poetry. 

7. What are the functions of  traditional literary forms in Agnon's "~mon m ~ ?  

. How does Savyon Liebrecht incorporate the story of Adam and Eve in nml~n 
-~ '~n lm? Describe, illustrate and comment on the political implications of 
th is  USe. 

10. Comment on the use of  Christian themes in Modem Hebrew poems. Illustrate 
your answer with two poems of your choice. 
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