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HEBR C72: HASIDISM AND MODERNITY

Attempt TWO questions from Section A and TWO questions from Section B.

Each question carries 25 marks.

SECTION A: TRANSLATION

Select TWO questions from this section. Translate the passage into English, and
comment where necessary to justify and elucidate your translation. In each case the
text should be identified and provided with an introduction relating to the study of
Hasidism and Modernity.
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SECTION B: ESSAYS

Attempt TWO questions from this section.

5) Discuss the question of the possible presence of modernistic and/or post-
modernistic elements in Hasidism. What might be their significance for the survival

of Hasidism after the Holocaust?
6) Compare the views of Braslav and Habad on rationalism and secular knowledge.
7) Discuss the role of women in Hasidism.

8) “Each hasid tries as far as possible to identify with his Rebbe”. Discuss the
question of individualism in Hasidism.

9) Describe and discuss features of hasidic education for boys in the 19""-20"
centuries which might be seen as responses to modernity.

10) Discuss hasidic attitudes to the “other” in contemporary society.

11) To what extent does Scholem’s depiction of the “neutralisation of Messianism”
apply to hasidic orthodoxy in the 20" century?
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