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BA EXAMINATION 2004
- HEBR C72: HASIDISM AND MODERNITY

Attempt TWO questions from Section A and TWO questions from Section B.

Each question carries 25 marks.

SECTION A: TRANSLATION

Select TWO questions from this section. Translate the passage into English, and
comment where necessary to justify and elucidate your translation. In each case the
text should be identified and provided with an introduction relating to the study of
Hasidism and Modernity.
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SECTION B: ESSAYS

Attempt TWO questions from this section.

5) Critically examine Joseph Dan's views on the survival of Hasidism into its third
century.

6) Discuss the question of rationalism and the study of secular knowledge in Hasidic
thought.

7) Assess the role of women in Hasidism, both as leaders and as followers.

8) "Each hasid tries as far as p0331ble to identify with the leader of the hasidic group".
To what extent does Hasidism give room for individual expression?

9) Outline and discuss those features of education for Hasidic boys which might be
viewed as responding to the challenges of modernity.

10) Discuss Hasidic views of those Jews who are beyond the borders of the strictly
orthodox Jewish community. How do these views relate to early Hasidic perspectives -
on society?
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