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BA EXAMINATION 2002

HEBR C72: HASIDISM AND MODERNITY

Attempt TWO questions from Section A and TWO questions from Section B.

Each question carries 25 marks.

SECTION A: TRANSLATION

Select TWO questions from this section. Translate the passage into English, and
comment where necessary to justify and elucidate your translation. In each case the
text should be identified and provided with an introduction relating to the study of
Hasidism and Modernity.
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SECTION B: ESSAYS

Attempt TWO questions from this section.

5) Examine Joseph Dan’s views on the survival of Hasidism into its third century.

6) Define and discuss contrasting Hasidic approaches to rationalism and secular
knowledge.

7) “The Jewish woman was given complete equality in the emotional, mystical,
religious life of .... Hasidism..” (S.A. Horodecky). Discuss.

8) Discuss the suggestion that Hasidic Orthodoxy is the antithesis of individualism.

9) Give an account of developments in Hasidic education for boys in the 20th century
which might be seen as responses to modernity.

10) How does Hasidism relate to the ‘other’?

END OF PAPER
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