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HEBRG071: Rabbis, Language and Society in the 
first Millennium CE 

Attempt a total of four questions, two out of each section below. 
All questions carry equal marks. 

Section A 

1. What light does epigraphy shed on the use of Hebrew among Italian 
Jews in the first millennium CE? 

2. Discuss the connotations of the term ~'~pn ]~b in the late Second 
Temple Period. 

3. Describe the interface between oral and written forms of literature in 
the Classical Rabbinic period. Explain the background and the objec- 
tives. 

4. Analyse the reasons why tefillin and mezuzoth should never be trans- 
lated. 
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Section B 

1. The following passage is taken from Sopherim 1.7-8: 

nm~nm ~nnm "~ ,nm sap, ~t5 ,m,mnm 5ram ,n~m5 5ram mnm 

,n,~ll, nT lnn  n~ "lSmn ,mSn5 7mnmm m,~pr nmmnm nm~m 
nn,,n ~Sm ,5~n nm~m m~,m 5~mm,5 nmp m~,n ~n~ n,n~ 

mz'm~m ,m'~p~ m,~m~ m,x, mm m~,~m ,75mn 'mSnz nm:~m z~m 
5m mn~ m~m~ ,mm~,m nm 5~ ran5 nS~ ~5~ ,m,nm m,~m~ m,mmm', 
m~pmn ln~ ,r~mm'~ nmm nn~n '5 ~mnm ,tomb "~m~ ,mnm "~n~ "Tn~ 
15 ~mnm~ ,nn~ n~Sln~7 nm,mmn~ ,~n~ ~n~ 5m mSm n ~  

Is this passage self-contradictory or not? Analyse the meaning and 
history of the key-terms in this text as related to the reception of early 
Bible translations. 

. The following text is taken from b. Bav. Qam. 83a: 

The parallel in b. Sot. 49b reads: 

Comment on the differences between these texts, and relate them to 
their historical background. 
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. The following passage is taken from m. Sot.. 7: 

, J ) ~  l'll~"l~ ,'1~2~)~ ' l ' l l  ,~ l~)  l'l~2"l~ , l l ~  k)~.~ 1,.l~l~ 3 l~l~ 1 

n~m'~m ,nz,Sm ,m,'~Im'~ ~'~pm ,m'ipn llm~m l"~m~: f;m 2 

m~n 5~ "~'~'~m ~nm n~m'~ nmnSm mmm~ ,n~n~ nS~ 
, ' l ,nS~ 'n '3~5 n-~m~l n':.~l (ira m,-l-~-~) ,-l'<,m m"llm'~ ~'Ipm 3 

m,~Sn ~ nm~ mn 15n5~ ,n'~m~ nn:~ (nm ram) ,'~z,m nz,Sn 4 
,m'~pn l~mS"~ l~m ~l ~ ,mnpn l~mS"~ 15n5 n'~m~n n,:~ nm ,~'~m~ 

l~m "~m~n nn~m i~5~ ~l ~ ,mmm 15n5 "~m~n n'~m i~5~ nm 
m~m5 ~5~ m,m'~m nmm~ m,r~ nn m~n5 ~5~ m,m'~m nmm ,mmm 

l '~l~l ,'~'~'~ 1711"l~l ~ l '~ ' l  ~l~ l]'~l r~'3"~R~'l ~ l~"~Tl "l ~ "IYIRl 

What, if any, is the organizing principle behind these two lists? Is 
there any reason to consider the structure of this chapter as a see- 
ondary arrangement, superimposed upon older material? 
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. The following passage is taken from b. Rosh Hash. 26b: 

n,nm~b n,~mm 7n ~ l ,  n~Ib~b '~m l~mn ' .97, ~n ~b 1,~la,o 

~mT, 7~m~Tn~ n,Smbm '~m l~m7 ' .97' ~Tn ~5 7~5~5 7~m nn~ 
7:~,7m ~p n7,77 ~7"~ ~nn5 ,7,n,~n7 "77 ~7,nm~ ~) nl~mm 7n 
l:m7 ".97' 17n ~b 77.9mm bmbmm nn~ 'nm 7.9 n,5 'Tm~ n,,rmm 
,'n~7 '77 ~ ' ~ I ~  ~1.9/~ 711 ~ l '  7 / ~  , ~  , 7 ' 1 1 ~ I  , ~  

~,~bnm mn ~n ~ , ~  n~n nm am nma 'm~ Iron, " ,  b.9 ]b~n 

Analyse the significance of this text, and its parallels, in relation to 
the rabbinic use and assessment of languages. 
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HEBRG078: The British Mandate in Palestine 

Attempt THREE of the following questions. All questions carry equal marks. 

1. In the light of recent scholarship, assess the extent to which Herbert Samuel 
adhered to the dual obligation of the Mandate during his tenure as High 
Commissioner. 

2. Critically assess the explanations that have been advanced by historians regarding 
the British Government's decision to issue the Balfour Declaration. 

3. Analyse the contribution of British social and economic policies during the 1920s 
and 1930s to the development of the Zionist°Palestinian conflict. 

4. The British Government was committed to safeguarding the creation of a Jewish 
State during the 1948 war. Assess the validity of this statement. 

5. What were the causes and character of the Arab Revolt as it evolved from 1936 to 
19397 

6. How did British imperial and international political considerations affect British 
policy towards Palestine from 1945 to 1947? 

7. To what extent were the 'Western Wall' riots of 1929 a watershed in the history of 
the British Mandate and the Zionist-Palestinian conflict? 

8. The future of the Yishuv was the principal concern of the Zionist leadership in 
Palestine during the Second World War, over and above the plight of European Jewry. 
Assess the validity of this statement. 

9. Explain the changes in British policy in Palestine that led to the 1939 White Paper. 
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