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HEBRGO71: Rabbis, Language and Society in the
first Millennium CE

Attempt a total of four questions, two out of each section below.
All questions carry equal marks.

Section A

1. What light does epigraphy shed on the use of Hebrew among Italian
Jews in the first millennium CE?

2. Discuss the connotations of the term P 170> in the late Second
Temple Period.

3. Describe the interface between oral and written forms of literature in
the Classical Rabbinic period. Explain the background and the objec-
tives.

4. Analyse the reasons why tefillin and mezuzoth should never be trans-
lated.
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Section B

1. The following passage is taken from Sopherim 1.7-8:

FINT XY T RO PR KDY A XD 1amD PR
72D XA W 13 XOP RS oand Ho3 maw 552 amd

IR
JPIV IO DR TR nbnt 1anow opt monna foen

T XDW 5w MY oD SR mwp OrR IR T

1998 5o onrs o e

D20 OUPY DO D'PaW OrSw [Tonm nSna movn aw
55 Tnx 0101 Do M SY onh b R oha o ooyawa
DIPAM 1M ,BD37 R TN 0D 130D B9 MR O TR INX
12 13N HNR DYTRINYT tO0Mm IR IR S0 2%
< T2 2T WY TS [ ANXY DA 1N

Is this passage self-contradictory or not? Analyse the meaning and
history of the key-terms in this text as related to the reception of early
Bible translations.

2. The following text is taken from b. Bav. Qam. 83a:

W ORI WY W RS 0O P DR PRI "7 MR XM

W O D W KRR D 0N o 523 o TR NS
TS I DR D 1 b R oM Peb

The parallel in b. Sot. 49b reads:

TS "R TP WY R KOR TS 00 P2% "R 37 R

WP D W XX D nR P 5332 Ao 27 W o
TIND I DROM IR enr 1w 0 1% K

Comment on the differences between these texts, and relate them to
their historical background.
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3. The following passage is taken from m. Sot. 7:

A0 R 00 T Do NwNe e 902 PRl 9K 1
NTPBT NAWY MY DAY T N0 ,198m

M>7a ,I¥5M D02 RIpR TR oD PRI 0K 2
nIDY oRT MBS D DYDY Band noma Mo
O SR 72T R AP0 RN mm e 10w

STPR 0B DR MY (D §°13T) T8O D52 RPN 3
1975 TR I 0K DD R (1D OY) IR R 190
wIPR WS XD AR 0PN w52

OM9T WD MR RIT 221 TR TN (1D OW) T80 00N 4
TP P2 XD AR TR w2 1912 TR MY n e
M 052 RO Y D TRKY T IR T "2

T 9ROIRD T OR ORI 1200 1D 780 MBBpI moTa s
M R D¥RIW 0Ow XYW PYmwAw S20Y AT SR o
TR R PPAD M TN N2 AT XYM (X O0) WKW
7R ORI 00 DPR TP PR3 0OAR N2YM (@ IORD)
XD MR TR POR AR DOV 19D M0KT 7MW oK

wRI> HY DAY T DT T ORTD 1P DnIw oY Bow
DUIIOM LUXARI IRk DR PORM DM0M D°I0m 520
JROMY IROD O B DT AR OM0M R DR 7EYpn
M DAY YUY YLD TP DRI 9 (T YOWT) KW
T2 ;70732 D o i *ERD oI 1057 AN PRGN
DD 1087 .JaR 17w 19K 1OR) 100 0D o KD 0K 0K
MYY* OR YR MW (D 027,75 Dy B3 an eho
95D DT IR T PR Pnp R 19K Toom Hon
12MD1 03 IMTOY M DX NI DUIART AR W'D IO WX
20T TR @) AR PR DR TN 2T 9D NR YOy

TP NPT WY DTART DR 100D

What, if any, is the organizing principle behind these two lists? Is
there any reason to consider the structure of this chapter as a sec-
ondary arrangement, superimposed upon older material?
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4. The following passage is taken from b. Rosh Hash. 26b:

VIATIIT T IR MR T RDY N0 R 1327 DT N RS
IO 101D "HR T Y MR POD PO YHrpp AT janb
PIRRS Y00 I 80T mnba% KD 1137w v &S pao
TR IV 15 R YIAR0D 77 MAT RN2) KIS AN T
XOT AN 5050 "R 1337 T W ®S NS e Ak
BN XP AT X2 RWTAD TR T mORRS myne 0
1927 T N RS w3 Hobon AN T T O ! ma
MTT 37 IARD MUY T XY T0T LRGN ORI R
R 1337 "D W RO RO WKLY TPORD "SP0 107305 1
RPN M XM RIT A 93 73 7137 R AT Sy Toun

PROIR T TSP VD R AL APYT MM v

Analyse the significance of this text, and its parallels, in relation to
the rabbinic use and assessment of languages.
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HEBRGO78: The British Mandate in Palestine

Attempt THREE of the following questions. All questions carry equal marks.
1. In the light of recent scholarship, assess the extent to which Herbert Samuel
adhered to the dual obligation of the Mandate during his tenure as High

Commissioner.

2. Critically assess the explanations that have been advanced by historians regarding
the British Government’s decision to issue the Balfour Declaration.

3. Analyse the contribution of British social and economic policies during the 1920s
and 1930s to the development of the Zionist-Palestinian conflict.

4. The British Government was committed to safeguarding the creation of a Jewish
State during the 1948 war. Assess the validity of this statement.

5. What were the causes and character of the Arab Revolt as it evolved from 1936 to
19397

6. How did British imperial and international political considerations affect British
policy towards Palestine from 1945 to 1947?

7. To what extent were the ‘Western Wall’ riots of 1929 a watershed in the history of
the British Mandate and the Zionist-Palestinian conflict?

8. The future of the Yishuv was the principal concern of the Zionist leadership in
Palestine during the Second World War, over and above the plight of European Jewry.
Assess the validity of this statement.

9. Explain the changes in British policy in Palestine that led to the 1939 White Paper.
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