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MA Examination HEBRGO26: Hasidism and Modernity

Attempt TWO questions from Section A and TWO questions from Section B.
Each question carries 25 marks.

SECTION A: TRANSLATION

Select TWO questions from this section. Translate the passage into English, and
comment where necessary to justify and elucidate your translation. In each case the
text should be identified and provided with an introduction relating to the study of
Hasidism and Modernity. )
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SECTION B: ESSAYS

Attempt TWO questions from this section.

5) Defining your terms carefully, discuss to what extent one can speak of “‘modern’
and/or ‘postmodern’ elements in Hasidism. How might the presence or absence of
such elements affect the posture of the Hasidic community in contemporary times?

6) Give an outline of the spectrum of Hasidic attitudes towards rationalism, including
study of secular knowledge, and the ways Hasidim think of the miraculous.
Suggest some of the factors which might affect these attitudes.

7) Discuss the question of the role(s) of women in Hasidism, past and present, in the
light of the following two statements:

"The Jewish woman was given complete equality in the emotional, mystical, religious
life of .. Hasidism" (S.A. Horodecky).

“”You know, after all, that there are no women Hasidim, right?’ [Laughter in the
room]. “There are only daughters of Hasidim and wives of Hasidim.”” (statement in a

women’s study session, reported by Tamar El-Or).

8) To what extent are “individualism” and “creativity” relevant categories in study of
Hasidic life and thought?

9) Examine developments in the education of boys in the Hasidic movement over the
past century, in terms of response to social change.

10) In which ways, and to what purpose, might Hasidic leaders and followers in the
19"-20" centuries relate to the “other”?

END OF PAPER
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