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H E B R G 0 7 2  : F u r t h e r  T a l m u d  

Text allowed: Babylonian Talmud, tractate Qiddushm (untranslated) 

Answer ALL THREE questions 

1. Answer ONE of the following: [30 marks] 

a. 

b. 

C. 

What are the motivations that may have led the Savoraim to redact and 
interpolate the opening sugyot of various tractates of the Babylonian 

Talmud? 

Discuss the evidence that the sugya of Qiddushin 3b is an interpolation 
from Ketubot 46b, and the implications of this. 

Discuss the relationship between 'lower', textual criticism and the 
study of medieval commentaries (reference should be made to the end 
of the sugya in Qiddushin 4b: 'u~ n~tx,1 ~]~n~ ~r~D '~). 

. Answer ONE of the following: [30 marks] 

a. Critically assess the attribution of the Talmud to the Stammaim. 

b. Evaluate the importance of knowing the historical context of Talmudic 

s o u r c e s .  

c. To what extent is the modem, academic approach to the Babylonian 
Talmud vindicated through successful resolution of difficult passages? 
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. Comment in detail on TWO of the following passages, making use of lower 
critical, higher critical, and/or other modem textual and literary approaches: 
[20 marks each] 

a. Shitah Mequbetzet, Ketubot 31 a 

:',m ~ '~  6~ 

b. Qiddushin 2a 

nn,p~ , x~  n~ m~n flo~ , n n f  unn' 
~ 'n~ mp " ~  nn~n ° : ,n~n l'~P "V~ 

c. Qiddush in  4a 

d. Pesal~_'m 46b 
IDleD ;'ID%%'I "IDI'~M 

,:~,,; mz, m rb'~:n ,mn,~ mz,~ 
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