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10.

To what extent, and in what ways, had East and West Germany diverged by the time the two
separate states were founded in 19497

How useful is the notion of totalitarianism for understanding political structures and political
processes in the GDR?

“The alleged Americanisation of West Germany has been greatly exaggerated.” Discuss.
In what ways was East German society transformed by SED policies?

“The “turning-point” of 1968, broadly interpreted, was more important in respect of cultural,
social and generational changes in West Germany than it was in the political sphere.” Discuss.

“The interplay between culture and politics is simply inescapable in the GDR.” Discuss.

“The notion of a vigilant democracy allowed political dissent in the FRG to be at the same time
freely expressed and yet contained within acceptable boundaries.” Discuss with reference to the
treatment of both right-wing and left-wing extremism in West Germany during the period 1949-

1989.

‘The Revolution of 1989 was merely the open expression, under altered international
circumstances, of a latent civil war which had been simmering under the surface since the
suppression of the June Uprising of 1953.” Discuss.

‘Of the 10,000 antifascists there may have been in Nazi Germany, eight million lived in the
GDR.” (Jurek Becker.) In the light of this comment, compare the relationships between history
and national identity in East and West Germany in the period up to 1989.

‘Now we are unified, and begin to feel more and more like strangers. Paradoxically, it was
precisely division of the nation which created an ambiguous sense of unity; and only since
unification have we become aware of division.” (Friedrich Schorlemmer.) Discuss.
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