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1, 

G E R M C 3 1 0  

W o l f r a m  von Eschenbach:  Parzival 

Time allowed: T W O  hours. 
Answer  T W O  questions. 
All questions carry equal marks. 
Do not draw substantially on the same material in more  than one answer. 
Do not answer a question on substantially the same topic as that of  your  assessed essay 

for this course. 

1. W r i t e  a c o m m e n t a r y  on  t he  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  f r o m  W o l f r a m ' s  Parzival: 

,~¢16raz, win, sinopel r6t, 
swi  n ich  den napf ieslicher b6t, 
swaz er trinkens kunde nennen, 
daz mohter drinne erkennen 

s allez yon des griles kraft. 
• diu werde gesetleschaft 
here wirtschaft rome gril. 
wol gemarcte Parzivil 
die rlcheit unt daz wunder gr6z: 

10 durch zuht in vrigens doch verdr6z. 
er dfhte 'mir riet Gurnamanz 

mit gr6zen triwen fine schranz, 
ich solte vii gevrfgen niht. 
waz op mln wesen hie geschiht 

xs die mfze als dort pl im? 
fne vrfge ich vernim 
wiez dirre massen~e stilt.' 
in dem gedanke nfher g~t 
ein knappe, der truog ein swert: 

z0 des palc was fftsent marke wert, 
sin gehilze was ein rubin, 
ouch m0hte wol diu klinge sin 
gr6zer wunder urhap. 
der wirt ez sime gaste gap. 

zs der sprach 'hfirre, ich prlhtz in n6t 
in maneger stat, ~ daz mich got 
ame 1]be h i t  geletzet. 
nu sit dermit ergetzet, 
ob man iwer hie niht wol enpflege. 
ir mugetz wol ftieren alle wege: 

S,,'.,ep..,ae ir gepr'aevet sinen art, 
ir sit gein strite dermite beware.' 

6w~ daz er niht vr/igte d6! 
des pin ich far in noch unvr6. 
wan do erz enpfienc in sine hant, 
d6 was er vr~gens mit ermant. 
och riwet mich sin stiezer wirt, 
den ungenande niht verbirt, 
des im yon vr.-3gn nu waere r~t. 
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2. To what  extent, if at all, may Gahmuret ' s  behaviour be described as rational? 

3. 'In Parzival courtly culture is a truly global phenomenon. '  Discuss. 

4. Discuss the theme of  Parzival 's  beauty. 

5. 'As soon as Parzival becomes Grail king, he ceases to interest Wolfram. '  Discuss this 
view of  the end of  Parzival. 

6. 'To look for consistency in the characterization of  Gawan is to misunderstand the 
significance of  this figure in Wolf ram's  Parzival.' Discuss. 

7. 'Collect ive interests outweigh those of  individuals at the Arthurian court. '  Discuss. 

8. 'The narrative world of  Parzival is almost entirely bereft of clerical culture.' Discuss. 

9. Discuss the narrator 's habit of  defending the indefensible in Wolfram's  Parzival. 

10. 'There is little or no nobility in death in Wolf ram's  Parzival.' Discuss. 

-END OF PAPER- 


