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G E R M C 3 1 0  

W O L F R A M  VON E S C H E N B A C H :  PARZIVAL 

Time allowed: T W O  hours. 
Answer T W O  questions. 
All questions carry equal marks. 
Do not draw substantially on the same material in more than one answer.  
Do not answer a question on substantially the same topic as that of your  assessed essay for 
this course. 

1. Write a commentary on the following passage: 
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Swer mich dervon ~ fr~gte 
unt drumbe mit mir b~tgte, 
ob ichs im niht sage ,  
umprSs der dran bejagte. 
mich batez helen Ky6t, 
wand im diu aventiure geb6t 
dazes  immer man gedaehte, 

ez d' ~ventiure braehte 
mit worten an der maere gruoz 
daz man dervon doch sprechen muoz. 

Ky6t der meister wol bekant 
ze D61et verworfen ligen vant 
in heidenischer schrifte 
dirre ~ventiure gestifte. 
der karakter fi b c 
muoser h~n gelernet ~, 
an den list von nigr6manzL 
ez half daz im der touf was b$: 
anders waer  diz maer noch un vernumn. 
kein heidensch list mtiht uns gefrumn 
ze ktinden umbes gr~les art, 
wie man sSner tougen innen wart. 

ein heiden Fleget~n$s 
bejagte an ktinste h6hen prfs. 
der selbe fis$6n 
was geborn von Salm6n, 
fiz israhalscher sippe erzilt 
von alter her, unz unser schilt 
der touf wart ftirz hellefiur. 
der schreip von gr~les fiventiur. 

2. 'In Parzival the narrator's misogyny is simply a ruse.' Discuss. 

3. What is the significance of beasts A N D / O R  bestiality in Wol f ram 's  Parzival? 
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'Gahmuret is loyal to no one but himself.' Discuss. 

Analyse the theme of folly in the story of the young Parzival (Books m-IV).  

'That Parzival eventually becomes Grail King is nothing short of a miracle.' 
Discuss. 

To what extent may Gawan's behaviour in Book VIII be regarded as an aberration? 

'Gawan's importance is drastically reduced by the end of Parzival.' Discuss. 

'Wolfram's Parzival portrays chivalry at its most grotesque.' Discuss. 

Examine the role played by visual perception in the courtly world of Parzival. 

-END OF PAPER- 


