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THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

Answer TWO questions, ONE from EACH section. Use a separate answer book for  
each question. 

You may answer in English or in French, but no special credit will be given for  
writing in French rather than in English. 

DO NOT BASE BOTH ANSWERS IN THIS PAPER, OR AN ANSWER IN THIS 
PAPER AND ONE IN ANOTHER PAPER, ON THE SAME TEXT OR ON 
SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME MATERIAL. 

SECTION A 

PLEASE USE A SEPARATE ANSWER BOOK FOR EACH QUESTION. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Is the court in medieval  literature anything more  than a c o n v e n i e n t  way  o f  
bringing the characters together? Give reasons for your answer ,  referr ing to 
T W O  or M O R E  texts s tudied in Term 1. 

' I f  the kings and dukes o f  medieval  literature do not  manage  their  pr ivate  lives 
effectively, the public life o f  the court  suffers as a consequence . '  Discuss ,  
basing your answer on T W O  or M O R E  texts s tudied in T e r m  1. 

"Courtoisie required consistently polite, tactful and generous  t r ea tmen t  o f  o ther  
people;  courtly literature quest ioned whether  such an ideal was  poss ib le . '  
Discuss, basing your answer  on T W O  or M O R E  texts s tud ied  in T e r m  1. 

Analyse and discuss the relationship between love and the cour t  in T W O  or 
M O R E  texts studied in Te rm 1. 

'Whether  a female character is depicted as vir tuous or w icked  depends  on 
whether  or not she is the love-object  of  the principal  male  character . '  Discuss ,  
with reference to TWO or M O R E  texts s tudied in Term 1. 
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S E C T I O N  B 

PLEASE USE A SEPARATE ANSWER BOOK FOR EACH QUESTION. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

'In spite o f  its e m p h a s i s  on absence,  Marie  de France ' s  Chievrefoil succeeds in 
impar t ing  a sense  o f  the  lovers as uni ted. '  Discuss  Chievrefoil in the light of  
this c o m m e n t .  

' So  far as the  lovers  are concerned,  it is n o t f i n ' a m o r  but  the desire for death 
wh ich  dom ina t e s  T h o m a s ' s  Roman de Tristan." Discuss.  

Discuss  the  func t ion  o f  madness  and the m a d m a n  in EITHER La Folie Tristan 
de Berne O R  La  Folie Tristan d'Oxford, OR BOTH.  

'The  po t ion  in B r r o u l ' s  Roman de Tristan visits division and alienation on 
society,  on the characters ,  on the text i tself  and on the  audience. '  Discuss. 

E x a m i n e  the  use  m a d e  o f  re-tell ing the story in A N Y  T W O  of the Tristan poems  
you have  s tud ied  for  this course.  

'A  l ight-hear ted  p ic ture  o f  the confl ict  be tween  youth and age.' How far does 
this s eem to you  to be  an accurate descr ipt ion of  Aucassin et Nicolette? 

'Jeu de lafeuillEe or  Jeu de lafolie? The  second title would  be more  
appropria te . '  H o w  far do  you agree with this view of  Adam de la Halle 's  play? 
Give  reasons  for  your  answer.  

'Thefabliaux celebrate  success  and cleverness ,  and ignore morality. '  Discuss, 
wi th  reference  to T W O  or M O R E  fabliaux. 

C o m p a r e  and cont ras t  the comic  t rea tment  o f  male  characters in TWO of  the 
fo l lowing:  Aucassin et Nicolette; Le Jeu de la feuillde; a fabliau. 
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