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B A L Z A C ' S  COMEDIE HUMAINE A N D  F R E N C H  S O C I E T Y  

Answer TWO questions, ONE from EACH section. Use a separate answer book for  
each question. 

You may answer in English or in French, but no special credit will be given for  answering 
in French rather than English. 

Please note that AT LEAST ONE option paper MUST be written in English. 

DO NOT BASE BOTH ANSWERS IN THIS PAPER, OR AN ANSWER IN THIS 
PAPER AND ONE IN ANOTHER OPTION PAPER, ON THE SAME TEXT OR ON 
SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME MATERIAL. 

S E C T I O N  A 

PLEASE USE A SEPARATE ANSWER BOOK FOR EACH QUESTION. 

. 'Le M~decin de campagne is at once a piece of  political propaganda,  an apo logy  
for Catholicism as a socialising force, and a treatise of  rural e conomy. '  Discuss.  

. "Eug~nie Grandet is a case study of melancholia . '  To what  extent  would  you 
agree with this judgement  of  the novel? 

. To what extent, in your view, is it possible to read Histoire de la grandeur et de 
la d~cadence de C~sar Birotteau as an illustration of  Balzac ' s  c la im to wri te  'h 
la lueur de deux v6rit6s 6ternelles: la Religion, la Monarchie ,  deux n6cessit6s 
[...] vers lesquelles tout 6crivain de bon sens doit essayer de ramener  notre 
pays' ? 

. To what extent, in your opinion, can La Rabouilleuse be read as a political 
novel? 

. 'Problems of  the artist and artistic creativity in Illusions perdues are presented  
as distinct from the world of politics.' Discuss. 

6. 'La Cousine Bette is a novel of melodrama with a political agenda. '  Discuss.  

. Analyse and discuss the significance of  prostitution in Splendeurs et mis~res des 
courtisanes. 

. 'La charit6 telle qu 'on la voit dans l 'oeuvre de Balzac n 'es t  plus une vertu 
religieuse, mais prend place parmi les vertus politiques et aboutit  seu lement  
introduire une parcelle de justice dans l 'organisation sociale. '  Discuss this 
comment  in the light of your reading of  L'Envers de l'histoire contemporaine. 

T U R N  O V E R  
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SECTION B 

PLEASE USE A SEPARATE ANSWER BOOK FOR EACH QUESTION. 

. 

10. 

!1. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

A n a l y s e  and d iscuss  the impor tance  o f  ' le  hasard'  in T W O  or M O R E  novels 
you  have  s tudied on this course.  

In the  'A van t -p ropos  ~t la Com~die humaine' Balzac states his intention of  
wr i t ing  ' l ' h i s to i re  oubl i6e par  tant d 'h is tor iens ,  celle des m0eurs'.  To what  
ex ten t  is this in ten t ion  fulfi l led,  accord ing  to your reading of  TWO or M O R E  
nove ls  you have s tud ied  on this course?  

To  wha t  extent,  in your  view,  is it appropr ia te  to call Balzac a ' revolutionary '  
wri ter?  Your  answer  should  refer to T W O  or M O R E  novels you have studied on 
this course .  

'Dans  son univers  romanesque ,  Balzac  a 6difi6 une mythologie  de l ' homme . '  
D iscuss  this s t a tement  wi th  reference to T W O  or M O R E  novels you have 
s tud ied  on this course .  

'Ba l zac ' s  use o f  descr ip t ion  is excess ive ,  tedious and unnecessary. '  Discuss 
with reference  to  T W O  or M O R E  novels  you have studied on this course. 

'In La  Com~die humaine we see a psychologica l  de terminism at work, in that 
the  characters  are p resen ted  as hav ing  no genuine  f reedom of  choice, no 
al ternat ive to the act ions that they take. '  Discuss  this j udgemen t  with reference 
to T W O  or M O R E  novels  you have s tud ied  on this course. 

END OF PAPER 
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