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BALZAC'S C O M E D I E  H U M A I N E  AND FRENCH SOCIETY 

Answer TWO questions, ONE from EACH section. Use a separate answer book for 
each question. 

You may answer in English or in French, but no special credit will be given for 
writing in French rather than in English. 

Please note that AT LEAST ONE option paper MUST be written in English. 

DO NOT BASE BOTH ANSWERS IN THIS PAPER, OR AN ANSWER IN THIS 
PAPER AND ONE IN ANOTHER OPTION PAPER, ON THE SAME TEXT OR ON 
SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME MATERIAL. 

SECTION A 

PLEASE USE A SEPARATE ANSWER BOOK FOR EACH QUESTION. 
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Analyse and discuss the function of the myth of Napoleon in Le Mddecin de 
campagne. 

'Far from being a matrifocal romance, Eugdnie Grandet is one of Balzac's 
major patriarchal manifestos.' Discuss. 

'Histoire de la grandeur et  de la ddcadence de Cdsar Birotteau est une oeuvre 
privil6gi6e en cela qu'elle autorise une multiplicit6 de lectures.' Discuss. 

'Puisse une soci6t6 bas6e uniquement sur le pouvoir de l'argent fr6mir en 
apercevant l'impuissance de la justice sur les combinaisons d'un syst6me qui 
d6ifie le succ6s en en graciant tousles moyens!' Discuss La Rabouilleuse in the 
light of this exclamation taken from the preface to the novel. 

Analyse and discuss the representation of gender in Illusions perdues. 

'Splendeurs et  miskres des courtisanes presents the reader with a "total" 
criticism of society.' Discuss. 

Analyse and discuss the representation of marriage in La Cousine Bette. 

Analyse and discuss the representation of human and divine justice in L'Envers 
de l'histoire contemporaine. 
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SECTION B 

PLEASE USE A SEPARATE ANSWER BOOK FOR EACH QUESTION. 

9. 'Balzac does indeed work in and through the conventions of the melodramatic 
mode, but his achievement lies in the radical reworking of these conventions to 
support a serious and important artistic aim.' Discuss with reference to TWO or 
MORE novels you have studied on this course. 

10. Analyse and discuss the function of suffering in TWO or MORE novels you 
have studied on this course. 

11. 'L 'homme n'est ni bon ni m6chant, il na~t avec des instincts et des aptitudes; la 
soci6t6, loin de le d6praver [...], le perfectionne, le rend meilleur; mais l'int6rEt 
d6veloppe aussi ses penchants mauvais. '  Discuss this statement from the 
'Avant-propos ~ la Comddie humaine" with reference to TWO or MORE novels 
you have studied on this course. 

12. Analyse and discuss the function of charity in TWO or MORE novels you have 
studied on this course. 

13. 'Balzac's fiction deals with the unravelling of mysteries, the laying bare, the 
bringing to the "surface", of a final and defining truth.' Discuss with reference 
to TWO or MORE novels you have studied on this course. 

END OF PAPER 
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