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M A  IN F R E N C H  S T U D I E S  

L I T E R A R Y  T H E O R Y  

Answer THREE questions, EACH taken f rom a DIFFERENT SECTION o f  the paper. 

You may answer in English or in French, but no special credit will be given f o r  
writing in French rather than in English. 

DO NOT BASE YOUR ANSWERS ON THIS PAPER, OR AN ANSWER ON THIS 
PAPER AND ONE IN A N  OPTION PAPER, OR YOUR DISSERTATION, O N  THE 
SAME TEXT OR ON SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME MATERIAL. 

No answer shouM be longer than 1500 words. 

The examination lasts 55 hours (i.e. it begins at 10:00 a.m. on Day 1, and all answers 
must be returned by 5:00 p.m. on Day 3). NO L A T E  PAPERS  WILL B E  
ACCEPTED.  

For further guidelines, see the MA information sheet: Take-home examination in 
Literary Theory. 

S E C T I O N  A 

. Analyse  and discuss the ways in which  the work  of  Saussure  has been  a d o p t e d  
and appropriated in the theoretical discourse of  any T W O  of  the fo l lowing :  
Jakobson;  Shklovsky;  Barthes. 

. ' In Le Degrd zdro de l'dcriture, Barthes is as much  the uncri t ical  a c c o m p l i c e  
of  myths  as he is their classifier. '  Discuss.  

. 'Theorists  who  are suspicious o f  realist literature tend to a s sume  too  read i ly  
that such literature creates an i l lusion which  other readers take at face va lue . '  
Discuss this s tatement with reference to T W O  or M O R E  theoret ical  works  
studied on this course. 

. Analyse and discuss the theorisation of  ' the reader '  in any T W O  or M O R E  
works studied on this course. 

T U R N  O V E R  
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S E C T I O N  B 

. ' Jamais  t u n e  me regardes 1~ oh je  te vois. Inversement,  ce que je  regarde n ' e s t  
j amais  ce que je  veux voir . '  Wha t  does  this statement tell us about desire  in 
relat ion to art? Answer  with reference to T W O  or M O R E  texts s tudied on this 
course.  

. Discuss  the notion of  sexual  difference with reference to TWO or M O R E  texts 
s tudied  on this course. 

. 'Kr is teva  suggests that the  tyrannical  effects of  the imaginary can be counte red  
m o r e  effect ively via the somat ic  than via the symbolic. '  Discuss with 
reference to TW O or M O R E  texts s tudied on this course. 

. Discuss ,  with reference to T W O  or M O R E  texts studied on this course,  the 
relat ionship,  in psychoanalyt ica l ly  inspired thought,  between reflection and 
identi ty.  

S E C T I O N  C 

. ' A n y  theory of  the relation be tween  literature and ideology also impl ies  a 
theory  o f  the individual subject . '  Discuss  this statement in relation to T W O  or 

M O R E  texts studied on this course.  

10. W h a t  is at stake in the concep t  of  literary production as opposed  to literary 
creation? Answer  with reference to T W O  or M O R E  texts studied on this 
cou r se .  

11. To  wha t  extent  do you agree with the view that Marxist  theorizes of  literature 
focus  on writing to the exc lus ion  of  reading? Answer  with reference to T W O  
or M O R E  texts s tudied on this course.  

12. To wha t  extent  does ideology have an impact  on literary form as well as on 
themes  and ideas? A n s w e r  with reference to TWO or M O R E  texts studied on 
this course.  

C O N T I N U E D  
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SECTION D 

13. 'La seule possibilit6 r6elle de prendre un point de vue distanci6 sur l 'ensemble 
de l'id6ologie dEcrEt6 en haut, c'est de se mettre aux cStEs de ceux dont 
l'existence mSme le contredit' (Sartre). In the light of this assertion, discuss 
the contradictions in the situation of the intellectual as these are manifested in 
TWO or MORE of the following works by Sartre: 'PrEface' to Frantz Fanon's 
Les Damn~s de la terre; Questions de m~thode; Plaidoyer pour les 
intellectuels. 

14. 'Ma seule ressource n'est-elle pas de tenter de m'accrocher h ce qui est le 
mouvement mSme et se pr6sente ~ la fois comme affirmation et n6gation?' 
(Leiris, Fr~le Bruit). In the light of this comment, discuss the interdependence 
of negativity and affirmation in TWO or MORE of the following works by 
Leiris: 'L'ethnographe devant le colonialisme'; "Communication au Congr~s 
de La Havane'; Fibrilles; Fr~le Bruit. 

15. 'Notre compr6hension de l'Autre n'est j amais contemplative: ce n 'est  qu 'un 
moment de notre praxis, une mani~re de vivre, dans la lutte ou dans la 
connivence, la relation concrete et humaine qui nous unit h lui.' Discuss this 
statement with reference to TWO or MORE works studied on this course. 

16. With reference to TWO or MORE works studied on this course, discuss the 
view that the hope for revolution and/or dynamic political practice lies in the 
non-closure, the incompleteness of the political system. 

E N D  OF P A P E R  
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