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Answer Question 1 and two other questions. 

Candidates must not present substantially the  same mater ia l  
whether on this paper 0r~i/i other parts o f  the examinat ion.  

in  any  two answers,  

. Translate three of the following passages .  

(a) 
Me6 ~ursi ]arflagf6u6om 
]~fi skalt m nara, 
e6[a] verlaus vera! 
I~ik ge6 gripi, 
]~ik morn morni! 5 
Ver ]~fi sem l~istil[l], 
s~i er var]~runginn 
i 9nn ofanver6aI 

Til holtz ek gekk 
ok til hr~is vi6ar, 10 
gambantein at geta-- 
gambantein ek gat. 

Rei6r er ]~6r 06inn, 
rei~ir er ]~6r Asabragr, 
~ik skal Freyr flask 15 
--en fijrinilla maer!-- 
en l~fi fengit hefir 
gambanrei6i go6a! 

Heyri igtnar, 
heyri hriml~ursar, 20 
syrtir Suttunga, 
si;ilfir ~sli6ar-- 
hv6 ek fyrirb~,6, 
hv6 ek fyrirbanna 
manna glaum mani, 25 
manna nyt mani! 

Hrimgrlmnir heitir ]~urs, 
er ]~ik hafa skal 
fyrn~grindr ne6an: 
]~ar ]~r  vilmegir 30 
i vi~ar r6t0m 
geita hland gefi. 
(E~ri drykkio 
fi l~ti aldregi, 
ma:r--at i~inom munom, 35 
ma:r--at minom munom! 

I~urs rist ek ]a6r 
ok ]~ri~i staff, 
ergi ok ~e6i 
ok 61~ola 
--swi ek ]~at af fist, 
sere ek ]~at ~ reist, 
ef goraz l~arfar l~ess. 
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(b) 

:Island byg0isk fyrst  6r Norvegi ~ dggum Haralds ins H~r- 
fagra, Hdlfdnnnrsonar ins Svarta, f 1~nnn t t S ~ a t  mtlun ok 
tQlu l~eira Tei t s  f6stra rains, ]~ess manns er ek kimna 8pakastall, 
sonar fsleifs biskups;  ok I~orkels fg0urbr68ur mfn% Gellis- 
sonar, er langt mundi  fram; ok I~6rtSar Snorrad6ttur Go~Pa, 
er bassi var margspgk ok 61jfigfr65~er fvarr, Ragnarsson 
Lo0br6kar,  l~t drepa Eadmund inn Helga Englakonung. 
En l~at var dccclxx vetra eptir burO Krists, at l~vt er ritit er 
i aggu hans. 

Ing61fr h~t maOr Norrcenn, er sannliga er sagt at foeri fyrst 
~a~m til fslands, ~ er Haraldr inn I-Hrfagri vat xvj vetra 
gamall, en I ann~t alnn fiim vetrum si~tr. Hann byg0i suSr 
I Reykjarvik. I~ar er Ing61fshgf0i kallaSr, fyr austan Min- 
laakaeyri, s e n  harm k0m fyrst ~ land; en laar Ing61fsfell fyr 
vestan Qlfoa.~t, er harm lag0i sina elgu ~ sfaan. ][ l~aan ti5 
var tsland vial vaxit I mi01i fjalls ok fjgru. 

Ia~ vdru h6r menn Kristair laeir er NorSmenn kalla papa. 
En laeir f6ru siS~an ~ braut, af [avt at l~eir vildu eigi vera h~r 
vi0 hei0na menn,  ok l~m eptir btekr frskar ok bjgllur ok 
bagla: af lavi truttti skilja at laeir v~,u menn trskir. 

En IJd var0 f?r manna mlkli mjgk dt hingat 6r Norvegi, til 
nnz konungrinn Haraldr banna01, af [~vt at honum l~6tti 

landau0n nema. 
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(c) 
'Bittu l~ik, Freyja, bnlSar lfni. 
Vit skulum aka tvau f JQtunheima.' 

Vrei8 var8 l~d Freyja ok fnasabi, 
allr ~ salt undir bifSisk, 
stQkk I~at it m" "~da men Brfsinga~ 
'Mik veizt versa vergjarnasta, 
ef ek ek me8 I~r f J~tunheima.' 

Senn v~ru ~Esir allir ~ l~ingi 
ok ./~synjur allar ~ n~lli, 
ok um lint r~Su rlkir tivar, 
hv~ l~eir Hl6rriSa hamar of smtti. 

I,~ kva6 l~at Heimdallr, hvRastr .gLsa 
vissi harm vcl fram, sem Vanir aSrir 
'Bindu v6r I'6r I~ bniOar lfni, 
haft harm it milda men Brisinga. 

IAtum und honum hrynja lulda 
ok kvenv~Sir um kn~ faUa, 
en ~ brj6sti brei0a steina, 
ok hagliga um hQfu8 typpum.' 

1~i kvab l~at I~6rr, 
'Mik munu J~sir 
ef ek bindask l~'t 

l~ni0ugr 2~ss: 
argan kaUa, 
bni~ar llni.' 
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(d )  
ArinbjCm segir, 'El  Egill hefir ra~lt ilia til konungs, 1~ 

n~ harm l~at bveta t lofsorOum l~eim er allan aldr megi uppi 
v e g a .  s 

Gunnhildr maflti: 'V~r viljum ekki lof hans heyra. L:itm, 
kommgr, leiSa Egil tit ok hQggva harm. Vii ek eigi heyra 
or8 hans ok eigi sj~ harm.' 

I:,~ m~elti ArinbjQrn: ' E i g i  mun konungr l~ta at eggjask 
um Qll nt~ngsverk l~in. Eigi mun harm l~ta Egil drepa 1 
n6tt, l~vt at mittvig eru mor0v/g.' 

Konungr segir, 'Sv~ skal vera, Arinbjcrn, sem I~tt biOr, at 
Egill skal lira f n6tt; hafOu hann heim me0 ]~6r ok fcer m6r 
h a m  ~ morgin.' 

Arinbj?m l~akkaOi konungi or~ sfn--'v~entu vdr, herra, at 
heOan af muni skipask..m~il Egile, ~ betri leii~. En 1~6 at 
Egill haft st6rt til saka gcrt rio yOr, 1~ llft l~6r ~ l~at, at havn 
hefir mikils mist fyrir y0rum fr~endum. Haraldr konungr, 
faOir l~inn; t6k af lift ~ga~tan mann, I~6r61f, fQOurbr65ur hans, 
af r6gi v~ndra manna, en af engum sQkum; en l~6r, konungr, 
brutuO leg ~ Agli sakar Berg-Qnundar; en l~ar ~ ofan vildu 
l~r hafa Egil at dau0amanni ok dr~pu0 merm af honum, en 
~ t u 8  harm f6 Qllu, ok l~ar ~t ofan gor~u l~r hann dtlaga ok 
r~ku5 harm af landi; en Egill er engi ertingamaSr. En hvert 
m~l er mabr skal doema, verst  at IRa ~ tilgzrOir. Ek mun 
nd', segir Arinbj~rn, 'hafa Egil me0 m~r i n6tt heim I gar~ 
minn." 
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(e)  

Nfi er bar til n~lls at taka at Bergl~6rshv~ili at l~eir Grfmr 
ok Helgi f6ru til H61a--l~ar varu l~eim f6stru/~ b ? r n - - o k  
s¢g0u fQSur s~num at l~eir mundu ekki heim um kveldit. 
I~eir vL,-u f H61um allan daginn. I~ar k6mu konur f~itcekar ok 
kv~Susk komnar at langt. I~eir spurSu l~mr tiSinda. I~er 
kv~lOusk engi tlSindi segja-- 'en  segja kunnu v4r nglundu 
n?kkura.' 

I~eir spurOu hverja nglundu l~aer segSi ok baSu l~a~r eig/ 
leyna. I~er sQgSu swt vera skyldu: 'Vdr k6mum at ofan 6r 
Flj6tshlii~, ok ~ vdr Sigffisssonu alia rtba me8 alv~epni, ok 
stefndu l~eir upp ~l I~r&yrningsh~lsa ok vlru fimt~n i flokki. 
V~r s~m ok Grana Gunnarsson ok Gunnar Lambason ok 
v~ru l~eir fimm saman ok stefndu aUir eina leiS. Ok kaUa 
n ~  at mi s~ alt ~i fQr ok flaugun.' 

Helgi Nj~lsson m~elti: 'I~i mun Flosi kominn austan, ok 
munu heir allir koma til m6ts vi8 hann, ok skulu vit Grimr 
vera l~ar sem SkarpheOinn er.' Grimr kva6 sv~ vera skyldu, 
ok f6ru l~eir heim. 

I~enna aptan inn sama ma~lti Bergb6ra til hj6na sinna: 'Nti 
skulu I~r kj6sa ySr mat i kveld, at hverr haft l~at er me.st 
f~sir til, l~vi at l~enna aptan mun ek bera si6ast mat fyrir 
hj6n rain.' 

'I~at skyldi eigi vera', scgSu heir er hj~ v~ru. 
'I~at mun 1~6 vera', segir hon. 
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(f) 

Sveinninn avatar: 'Dat b#Sr m~r i hug, at harm muni l~ik 
hitta vilja.' 

'Ekki veit ek', seglr Eyvindr, *til hafa orbit me6 l~eim Stml, 
br6c3ur minum, sfOan l~eir saettusk.' 

Sveinninn svarar: ~I~at vilda ek, at l~d ri~ir undan vestr til 
dais. Munro l~t geymSr. Ek kann skapi Hrafnkels, at harm 
mun ekki gera oss, ef hann nkir l~r  eigi. Er 1~ alls gzett, ef 
l~fn er, e n 13~ er eigi d#r f festi, ok er vel, hvat sere af oss verst.'. 

Eyvindr sagSisk eigi mundu  br~tt undan rf6a,~'l~vf at ek 
veit eigi, hverir l~essir eru. Mundi l~at m?rgum rnanni 
hloegiligt l~ykkja, ef ek renn at ?flu 6reyndu.' 

I~eir rf0a nd vestr af hraunlnu. I ~  er fyrir ~eim ?nnur m3hrr , 
er heitir 'Oxam#rr. H o n e r  gr~sug mjQk. l ,ar eru bleytur, sv~ 
at nddlga er 6fcert yfir. Af  l~vi lag0i HallfreBr karl inar efri 
gQtur, 1~6 at l~aer vmri lengrL 

Eyvindr rfSr vestr ~ m3hqna. L~ l~ drjdgum f fyrir l~eim. 
DvalSisk l~A mj?k fyrir l~eim. Hina bar skj6tt eptir, er lauslr 
ri~Su. Rf~a 13eir Hrafnkell nd  lei8 sfna ~ m~Tina. I~eir Eyvindr 
eru I~A komnir af m3~-inni. SjA l~eir l~A Hrafnkel ok sonu hans 
b~Sa. I~eir b~Bu Eyvind l~A undan at rfOa. 'Eru nti af allar 
torfcerur. Muntu  ml til AOalb61s, me 'an  m3~rrin er ~ millum.' 

Eyvindr svarar: 'Eigi mun  ek f139ja undan l~eim m~nnum, er 
ek heft ekki til miska g~rt.' 
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. Choose two of the passages which you have translated in Question 1, and 
comment on any points of literary and stylistic interest. 

. Either: (a) 

Or: (b) 

How appropriate to its poem is the title Atlakvi3a ('The Lay of  

To what extent do you need to create a subtext in order to 
understand the story in Atlakvi3a? 

. Either: ( a )  

Or: (b) 

Attempt a stylistic comparison of the prose in Ari 's  
[slendingabdk with that in the text of  any saga or sagas of  
Icelanders which you have read. 

What expressions of national pride, if any, do you find in Ari 's  
portrait of the Conversion in Islendingabdk? 

. 

. 

How important are the Vanir, in your view, to the poets of l, rymskvi3a and 
Sk£rnismdl? 

Either: (a) Do you think Snorri's Gylfaginning is an unf'mished work? 

Or: (b) 'The chthonic forces of chaos that threaten civilization' (Annette, 
Lassen, on giants in Old Norse mythology). Is terrorism their 
only style in Gylfaginning? 

. Attempt to outline any generic differences you find between Hr6lfs saga kraka 
and any saga of Icelanders which you have read. 

. '. ,?. 
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. Either: (a) 

Or: (b) 

Yet do I fear thy nature; 
It is too full o'  th' milk of human kindness 
To catch the nearest way. 

(Lady Macbeth) 

How human are the men around Sign9 in Vplsunga saga? 

'Women in thefornaldars6gur are largely prizes for heroes and 
are inclined to be passive' (Rosemary Power). With reference to 
Vplsunga saga and Hrdlfs saga kraka, consider the evidence 
against this assertion. 

. In the Icelandic sagas, according to Aaron Gurevich, 'everybody feels the 
pressure of ethical necessity' .  Consider the ethics of the hero of Egils saga in 
the light of this remark. 

10. Either: (a) 

Or: (b) 

Ross Samson states that in Icelandic medieval society 'power 
and authority resided largely in personal relationships'. To what 
extent is this true of Gunnarr 's power in Nj61s saga? 

Paul Beckman Taylor argues that Nj~I1 faces his death 'with a 
pagan sense of hon0ur rather than with a Christian hope for 
spiritual judgement ' .  Discuss the influence of these moral 
systems on Nj~ll and other figures involved in the burning in 
Nj6ls saga. 

11. 

12. 

Either: (a) How appropriate is the 'Wheel of Fortune' as an image of the 
structure of Hrafnkels saga? 

Or: (b) Will iam Ian Miller considers that in the sagas of Icelanders 
'much of  the expression of emotion is mediated by the 
knowledge that it is presented to the public'. Discuss, with 
reference to Hrafnkels saga. 

Discuss representations of  courtship in two or more works you have read on this 
c o u r s e .  

END OF PAPER 


