CLASSICAL TRIPOS PartII
Group B Philososphy

Monday 5 June 2000 9 to 12

Paper B 1

PLATO

Answer three questions: at least one from Section A and at least one from
Section B.

You are not required to translate into English any of the passages quoted in the
questions that you attempt, although you may if you wish make use of them when
GIving Your answers.

It is important to write good English.

Irrelevance will be penalised.

SECTION A

1  Is the Phaedo in any sense a Pythagorean work?
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Phaedo 74 b 4—¢ 3

Analyse and criticise Socrates” argument about equal sticks and stones. What is
its function within the overall argument for Recollection?
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Phaedo 98 b T 2
Why was Socrates disappointed with Anaxagoras?
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Phaedo 100 a 3-7

What role does Socrates in the Phaedo assign to the use of hypotheses in
philosophical inquiry?
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Phaedo 102 d 6 e 3
How should we understand Socrates’ talk of “the largeness in us’. and of its
‘flecing” and ‘perishing’, and what materials for the final proof of the soul’s

immortality are provided by his discussion of them?

SECTION B

6  Should the notion that Forms are “separate’ from particulars be judged to
survive the critique offered in the Parmenides?

7 Either (a) In what ways does the first half of the Theaetetus in your view
advance our understanding of perception, whether negatively or positively?

Or (0) Docs Theaetetus 187-200 succeed in showing us why we should be,
and should remain, puzzled about false belief?

8 To what extent, and on what grounds, does Plato see good government as
dependent on moral knowledge? [Discuss with reference to at least two dialogues. )

9  In what ways, if any. is the Timaeus account of creation a myth?

10 Discuss critically Plato’s use of collection and division as a dialectical method.
11 What are Plato’s best arguments for the thesis that not all pleasures are good?
12 Discuss Plato’s views on the ideal human relationship to god.

13 Is the main aim of the Cratylus to adjudicate the dispute between naturalism
and conventionalism, or to move bevond it?

14 How. and how effectively, do the five ‘greatest kinds’™ (uéyiora yévn) in the
Sophist contribute to Plato’s solution to the problem of false statement?

15 How helpful are developmental approaches to Plato for the interpretation of his
individual dialogues?



