
TSA Section 2 – Writing Task  
 
Section 2 of the TSA test is a writing task.  You will have 30 minutes to write a 
single short essay.  There will be a choice of three essay questions, on general 
subjects that do not require any specialised knowledge. 
 
The writing task gives you an opportunity to show that you can communicate 
effectively in writing, organising your ideas and presenting them clearly and 
concisely.  You should start by planning the essay carefully, deciding what are 
the main points that you want to make in the limited time available, and how to 
organise your answer to explain and convey them clearly.  You will have plenty of 
space if you want to use it, but a concise and well-structured one-page answer 
may be more effective than a longer essay.  
 
It is important that your answer is relevant to the question, and addresses it 
directly.  If the question requires you to make judgements and express your own 
opinions, try to provide coherent arguments to support your views, and consider 
the merits of possible counter-arguments.  
 
Your essay will be judged by the quality of the writing, and the way you use what 
you know.  
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