ey 14} '.'J\r.'.. T U SV
Section One (30 marks]

frile & composilion on ONE of the [ohiowing {opics. Vou should write at teast 300
words. At the head of your composition, write the

number of the topic you have
chosen, You are advised te spend 80 ininutes on this part of the paper.

1. Whete about an incident regarding someone who had a great disappointment that turn

£d o
to be a blessing in disguise.

Tar

2. Descrbe an incident which taught you the importance of being truthful.

3. Sibling rivalry.

4. Wilte about a time when you were given some good advice bul did not heed it

2. 15tnct discipline leads o rebellious behaviour in teenagers 1 Do you agree?

secton Two [30 marks]

Begm your answer on a fresh sheet oi Daver. You are

advised to spend about 45
mmutes on this part of the

paper and to wrnte between 200 and 300 words.

Read the information carefuliy and plan your answer before beginning to write.
You are the chauman of your pomary schoolld alumni association.
reamon for all ex-students of the school The
tagether, busid a

Hos planowig an annual
purpose of the reumion 15 to bring SRV RVISTLTS

stronger afumni association and invite more ex-students 1o serve the school

Your organising commilte: has narrowed the reunion programme o these two oplions:

| High Tea at Sentosa Hotel

- $ 45 .00 per person

One hall can accommudate 200 people
Diess code is siart casual

Mam activily 15 a performance by one of the
sgapore ol tinalists

Al preparation will be done by a professional
everd organizer

A carnival at Pasir Ris Fark

$ 8.00 nor person

No limit to the number of peapte alle nding
Lress code is casual

Games ke beach voliey and fieasape pant |
will be organised

Your commitles mombers will be  planming
and  prepanng  the games, prizes  and |
tefreshmenids.

Fhe event will be frorm 3 pin to Gpim The _gﬁéht will be from 10 am 1o 4 pin

Wiife a letler to the Principal of your pnmary school to describe to him {he

fwo proposed
activities your committec has discussed and inform him of the programme your commitios
15 MOS

st keen to take up, giving detailed reasons why you prefer one to the other. Give the
prncipal the details of the chosen jizn,

Include any other refevant details in your pioposal. Sel your letter out correclly, in rlear,

accurate English to persuade the Principal io agree with your committeeld choice.

End of paper
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SECTION A: CLOZE PASSAGE [10 MARKS]

it in each blank with an appropriate word, Write your answers in the blanks
Delow.

| quickly fearned at a very young age the [1] of hard work. Both of
my parents had worked hard to _ [2] their dreams of a nice hoine, cars and
nnancial stabiity. Their working hard not only paid off hinancially, but also I3}
my two brothers and me that working hard was imperative  [4] hie. | was
gven a set of chores and an allowance every week, which faught me
responsibiity and how to [5] money. | also reahzed that cooperation goes
handn-hand _ [6]  hard work. My brothers and | would help each other wtts
our chores from time to tine. | did not know that Cooperation works on = o
[/l i the workplace ? that sometimes one needs help to achieve his 1uiss

Ll Y

L.
(3

Lrewing up with two older brothers taught me to be unselhsty, pati o

LI
respectiul Being the  [8]  of three, | learned | would niot always get iy
wanted. | would have to be patient and wait for my wim for a fot of things, -uuh;
as the telephone and bathroomr. | was glad that | was able to (qHow up with
sthlings to teach me these lifelong tessons. All thiee of us had to bhe respectful of

cach other or we would  [10] getting into trouble with my parents.
Answeoers:

| ) £) _

E !

3 . 4 _ ) 3

2! i 9

& o - 10
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SECTION B: EDITING 110 MARKS; _
Lindariine 10 grammadical speiling and punciuadon errors (excluding the first

error given below) in the fellowing passage and write the correct answel ahove
cach error.

to. fwo

Violence and noaviolence are 00 very effective wayvs to  solve

problems, but for peopnle ke me whose  brains are stronger then their

fists, nonviolence seems much more practical and less harmful. | simply believe

and hustory supports my bchiefs, that violence and nonviolence are  faes

stratgies  of  solving  a preloim. The flaw  of  violence 15 theoreticalty

you are trying to counferact o negative with a negative, or ns o Old Sayires

goes,. "ighting fire with fire™. Wihiat Progress s made from this. Do YO g

not hght e with waler? [ he practical  thing to do is to reach for o

brucket filt wilh walor Nnot for a Haming torch.

History has shown us  cloa nstances which  supported my behefs

ar exampla, ke tho black cwvil nghts movement where a voung Baotist
_ ¥ ) f

mister named Marti Lather King led 5 nonviolent protest. Martin hd

many hings to reach his gaol but he did not raise a fist at his enemies.

As A result, many laws were changed without single gun, knife or grenade.

Around the time when Martin | uthor King was making his mark, another yOuUNg

black man with similar hopes had set out on his own quest to freed his

peopte of the wunjust rules of white Amenca nlike Kiig, this man

thought the only way lo achieve his peoplesi] desires was in a3 violent

manner. Maicalm X was this man Althrough he was a great leader, he did not

actueve King's resulis.
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SECTION C: COMPREHENSION [40 MARKS)
Read Passage A and Passage B carefully, and then answer alf the quest

: ons.
You are advised to use your own words as far as possible,

Passage A

1 Match each of the statements below to its relevant naragraph and write
the paragraph number in the bracket provided. [3]

(1} shopping can now be done from the comfort of your home. { )

(1t) Computer viruses have been around for as long as RCrsonNal comprc-ro

prhergost of reqular phone calls is not as atiractive as that of the Intermet
phonei {

F*aragraph 3

2 Which organizations first stonted using the interne(? [ 71]

3 Vhich word in the paragraph refers to disadvantages? [ ]

Paragraph 2

3 How long does it take for an emal to reach its recipient’? [1}

o

Why do broadcasting companies and radio stations transmit reqgularly over
ine internet? i 1}

Paragraph 3

& How does online banking holp people save tme? [1]

WWW.misskoh.com
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Wiich phrase i the paragraph means [(¢learly [P [1]

Paragraphs 4 7 6

8

1)

(i)

(ns)

Passage O

‘)

10

11

Write the appropnate letter (A, 8. C. )} in the brackets provided.  [3)
IThe internet is prone to infection becaysn

A itis the job of (trackers| ]

3 there 1s a lot of data transmussion,

C secunty 1s not tight

() many peopie use it ! }
Computer viruses aje called tartificial clever beasts! because

A there are always new viruses allacking computers.

H they Koep virus authors busy

(. they are not real viruses but destructive

[2 they transport data and can Grow i !
Line wiay fo improve the {[information superhighwayias to

A usc better technology to ensure safe transmission of data,

(4 have many virus authors to cope with vinuses,

(2 shut down computers which are infected.

() receve and retrieve information quickly { k
What could Fatherts Bronco be?? f1]
ldentify the phrase which tells us the meattoaf dish was hot. i1

Which word in the passage tells ycou Mcther d

er Gid not bother {o vary the
renu’?

[?]
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[Fare

—_—— T .

7

13

-y

I your ot words, explain why Fatiier blew up at Mother (2]
Which phrase lells you Mother was a tolerant person? (1]

Paragraphs 37 4

14

R

1t

Cive 7 possible reasons why 106 one is ever home to see how hard she

Wi ksl | 11

What kind of confict did Mother have withy her othor chitledren?

1]

Hiow did Motheris passion cause the woter to respect e a aow way?[1]

Paragraph 5

1/

18

Wha were the people who ranted and raved at Mother:s faluros? | ]

[—_— m—— -

For each of the words below, give one word or a short phrase {(of noiyrore

than seven words) which has the same meaning as it s used iy the
passage. | 3]

plodded (line 11)

intnicate (line 52)

rant {Ime 57)
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19 Using your own words as far as possible, summarise now the writer and
nis family felt about his mother(s iob, fallires and successes, and how it
changea his opinion about her [ob. [15]

USE ONLY MATERIALS FROM PARAGRAPH 3 TO THE END OF THE-
PASSAGE.

Your summary, which must be in continuous wiiting {

not be longer than 130 words. including the seven w
below. Begin your summary as follows:

not nete form), must
ords given to you

the witerfiimother worked extremely hard but -
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Passace 4

The Informafion Supcrhighway

The internet, once concealed inside government agencles and
universifies, has become the largest  single form of
commurucation worldwide, With a number of online individuals
exceeding thiity million and the number of netwoerks that act as
qateways for users exceeding fifty thousand, the internef's
boundanes can only be imagined. Often described Dy the moedia
as iihe nformation  superhighwayl] the internet offors  to

customary users a wide variety of services, but also some
drawbacks.

Any form of communication via the internet is cheaper and faster
than any service fram other facilitics. The electronie maii (crmail),
tor instance, allows any user on the internet to send nearty
instantancous clectronic message to anyone clse. The iinternct
phonet ) which 1= slowly but surely replacing the regutar phone,
cnables anyone to make free tong-distance calls through the
computer. Wath the appearance of "streamingt | technologic s,
Lroadeasting  companies  and radio  stations  are transotting
requilaily  over the internet, which makes thom  accossible
anywhere on the globe. The only costs mvolved in using theso
internet services, and many others not mentioned, are the costs

ol the user’s computer, the modeim, and the telephone tines usoed
to dialin, all ot which can be reiatively cheap

One of the recent innovations the ntermnetl made avalable 1«
online  commerce,  which includes  onhine shopping,  online
banking, online trading and many more. This OPeNs Uup o8 new
international woild of trading Consumers. overcoming any kind of
disabslity, can effectively dive into an immense range and
selection of merchandise, effortfessly compare prices and quickly
shop from remote locations. Perhaps, waiting to carry out reqular
transactions in financial centres is very frustrating. This is not true
anymore with the expansion of the intemet to include online
banking. People can, anytime and anywhere from the giobe,
4ccess inew bank accounts, pay their bills, transfer their money

and even trade their stocks The infernet is, beyond doubt, the

most  officient and economic tool of the next aeneration.
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rowaver, the dark side of the Internet reveals some ceripus
Giawbacks. First, it was not designed with tight securily in mind.
This was demonstrated, at least cnce a month, by so-calied
‘crackers() growing minorities of people with nothing better to do
ihan spotl everyone ciseld enjoyment. Crackers dedicate their

work to purposely infecting programmes and distant computers
that access the internet

Secondly, the internetis structures do not only transport data, but
also transport compact and yet very harmful infruders: computer
viruses. These adificial clever beasts that destroy data have
existed since the very first birth of personal computers. With the
growth of the internet, virus authors have been faced up to
nothing but & widesoread gate tg the nformation superhighway,
cthicientty supohied with new viruses

The Unfoimation superhighway! ] as any other ivention, has its
strengths residing mn its poputar aspects 7 the World Wide Web
emal, onlne commerce, and many others. The intermnel has also
Its weaknesses, some of which can e very damaging 1 belicve,
however, that these drawbacks will b avercome i time
technofogy  advances and methods  of scurely
receving, and refriieving information IMorove

as
fransmifting,

40

15

A}

(Adapted from 1230elpme con

tassage B

1

Boading Expenence with Mom

The sun bad st stasted to set behuind o Bieme, my father would
be home soon. § walked into the kitchen Only to be greeted by my
mother cooling dinner. She stood there, one hand on her hup, her
one feg stuck out at her side, knee siightly bent, stirnng the pot,
holding the spoon all the way at the tip of the handie. She looked
as put off as could be. My mother always felt she could be doing
a muilion other things bosides cooking dinner, We sat there tatking
unbil | heard a familiar soff rumble in front of our house. The
rumble was accompanied by my father fidgeting at the front door
tiis oid noisy Bronco atways made his presence known He
plodded down the hallway into the kitchen to greet my mother
with a peck on the cheek. After one more quick stir, she plopped
a hot pad on the table followed by a pan of sliced mealloaf in
sauce. the smeli of the meat, potaioces, and vegetables filled the

kitchen instantly ang the tamily gathered around the table 1he

meai was a typical one in our household. My mother, who had a
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rulhon other things to do that day, including having her own
personal time, did not feel like cooking a twelve-course meal
However, my father, who always came home expecling steak did
not  see the meal as  appetizing as  the rest of s
Vvhen my father blew up at my mother, we were al! expecting him
0. the argument of "i want steak” and "l was working all day"
was common in our family. | immediately took my mother's side
like 1 usually did because no one in our famity apprecates or
respects what she does. My father would later grow to regret
what he said and apologize. Tonight was different, though. My
mother usually took my father's comments in stride, knowing he
really does not mean what he says. But, this time thoy both
exploded at cach other and my mother ended up funming out of
the kitchen upset, retinng to her room

No one 1s ever home to see how hard she works. [hey don't see
her wiitting for hours every week in her room, or the drafting,
typing, rewnting, and revising over and aver again on the
computer ihey just yell and say that she's taking up their time
and they need the camputer more. My brother and sisters dorrt
rernember ali the times she took us to the post office when we
woere kids so she could maill out manuscripts, only for them to be
returned with rejection letters. They don't see over a decade
worth of work put into something that she behieves in so much,

evaen through all the hardships and rejeciion They don't sce hor
PASSIoN

i beheve 4t was that moment, that exact moment, when | wrote
that letter to my mother as she sat in her room and | tald her how

thizy atl will be jeatous when her manuscnpt selts How when she

Is on Oprah they will start beliaving in her when e money starls

flomng. | told her how | believed in her now and that her hard
work will pay ofl. At that moment | saw how much someone could
have a passton for writing. How tivough everybody's nonsense
and negativity, through all the folders stocked with rejection
letters, she still kept writing. It was then | gained a new respect
for my mother and her work, her writing and my writing. | had
never known writing could be so intricate and creative. How

wiilting was not just research papers in school, or essays in a test,

Lo I e Lo SN o

share olherwise.
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My mother and | have shared a bond since izt night. Peonla s
rant and rave, but after she signed a contract with A nuge zgen
in California and her manuscript was sent cut to publisicrs such
as Willamt and Schuster and Random House, their rants were

calmed to just whispers. | quess all some people wanl is te see 60

the money. We just jook at each other and snicker, knowing one
day | will be her guest on Oprah

(Adapted from tZ23heipme com).

t-nd of paper
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ragee Ana Secondary Schigol
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Secondary 2 Express
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w
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Section Ao

L importance
2 rt:al_i?';é

3 tell =

1 for

5 manage

O with

7. scale.

8 youngest
9. what -
10 be

Secion 13

I that

2o

3. 7

4 hilled

5> Black Civil Kights Movement
ST

7.,

8, poal.

9. Biack

10, free

Secbion (7
(1) 3
1{51) 5
() 2

2. The government agencies and uriverstties frest used the intemet

| i

T’k S B L 5 I | R
Ill{: YYLALAL B Llh.lWﬂ-:lL.I"-.h .

1. An email can reach jts recipient immediately.

2. People can then access information about them {ram all over the world

6. People no longer has to qucue up o do the norm

al banking transactions and can do
them anytime, anywhere.
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7. The nhicass s "heyond douht™
LD
et
8{1n} D
By A

9. Father's B_mm:e could be a dop.
{0. The phrase is “hot pad on the table”
L1 ihe word is “typical™.

12 Father wantcd_@;;ﬁihﬁngg i the menu and he would argue that he was working the

whole day and vould want a peace of nnnd when he 1cached home

13 The phrase is “ysually took my father’s comments in stiide”

L4 Lveryone was erther at school or at work and no one could see the mothers
cnthusiasm i writing,

5 The children would have conflicts of usmy the computer with the esother,

6. Bventhough Mothee’s witings kept bemyr rejocted. she did not yive up her
cnthusitsm in wnting and persisted on.

17 The agents and the publishers were the people whao

ranted and raved at Mother’s
flures |

1 8(1) piodded: trudyed
Ia(n} mtncate compheated
LA (1) rant: shout

| )

* No onesaw the hard work and cftort she put i wiitting somethang she s
cnthusiastic about

» theauthor’s siblings would have confhicts with her {or hogging the computer and
did not remember the times when Mother had to bring her children to the no«
office to post out her writinps.

= the wnter can hinally understand how the mother’s work will pay oif with her
persistence and tolerance.

* Beheves moncy will start rolling in and Mother will become famous.

« Thewnter finally knew that writing can be complicated and inspired with
indevidual emotions and feelings into it

.

Despite people’s scolding and rejection, the writer believes that Mother will
succecd
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Sectron One (10 marks]

—— .

Write a composihion on ONE of the following topics. You shouid weite o2 aast 209
words. At the head of your composition, write the number of the topic your have

chasen. You are advised to spend 60 minutes on this part of the paper.

1. Whhte ot amnoidtont oo

LY [ - 4

jarting someonne who had a groat disappoiniment that wirned oul
we e o plessing i disguisese

cBescnbe anincideol which taught you the importance of being lruthiyl,

3. Sabling nviahy.

SWinte about o time when you were given some good adwce Bal did nat Beod il

Lh

et discipline Jeads to rebellious behaviou in tecnageis. 7o you agrep?

section fwo [30 marks]

Begin your answer on a fresh sheet of paper. You are advised 1o Sl alyout 45
minutes on thus pait of the paper and to write between 200 and 300 words.

Read the aitcimation cacetully and plan your answer before | DOGINING (o write

You are the chunnnan of your praioaay <chool i aluaun sosociation. It PRI R atiE gl
reuon for alt ecstudents of the sehool The purpose of the tewnion v o Ly vy
together, budd o strangee alumng association and mvide more ex-stodents 1o e e chio

Y our anganeaniy comonillee bas magowed the reumon prahamme o these bao apinns,

b Lea at Sentosa Hotel

$ 45.00 por person

One hall can accomanodate 200 people
Dress code s smal casaal

b A carnival at Pasir Ris Park

> 3.00 per persan

N bnud {o the numbes of peopl: altendung
[hess code s casual

Mamn actiaty o a pedormance by ane of he | Coames
singapore ol tinalisls will by orgamsed
All preparation will be done by a proofessional | Your

commidles. memhess wil be plwiang
event urganiser

and  peepanng the  games,  pozes ohidd
refrestunents.

F bhe event will be fom 10 am to 4 pm

The event will be frum 3 pmlo 6pm

White a letter to the Poncpal of your pamary school to describe to him e two propased
actvities your committee has discussed and inform him of the programme your cormmien

Is most keen {o take up, giving detailed reasons why you prefec one lo the othgr Give the
prncipal the details of the chosen plan.

include any other relevant detals in your proposal Set your letter out correctly, in clear

accuraie English to persuade the Principal 1o agree with your committeeitichoice.

End of paper
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