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YWith the remains of a spring snow-stonm whitening the Montana woocds —

5 N L
raking chipmunk zn casy-to-spot entrée — a greal gray® maie deiivers food fo the:
broken-off tree where his mate and chicks wait. After siwedding the flech, the fomg

drops amersetinto an owlel's gaping mouth. Great qrays eat 2 varicty of sra!!

rodents, including voles and gephers, but populations in Canada and Alasta Doy
almost exclusively an voles.

These owls do not just pounce,

power that they can shatter snow crust thick enough 1o hold a 180-pound porson.

They locate hidden prey with the help of large facial disks that funnel sound 1o e

ears. When the plunge succeeds, as it did for this Manitoba owl, the hunter wiiggies

out of the snow then carries the prey to a safe spot for ealing. This hunting

technique gives great grays an advantage over other predatory birds, ANy of st

rmust imgrate 1o areas where the lighter snows loave Prey moie accessible.

In winter adudt great grays consume up o a fiurd of hew weigig in rodents

- dinly
f-emales in parlicular pack on reserves to suskin them through more competiti..

summer months. s as if there's a big winter sale o

the only customers in the store” says Canadian conservation biologist Jim Uunean

Apnlin Montima: Snow is piling up, and (he

> altermoon lemperatuse wiltt not make it
above 25°F. With threo owlels tucked snugly under her dense plumage and o

nearby mate thot can continue to hurt by sound, however poor visitalily becomoes
this nesting female seess calimly prepared to nide oul the storm

devoled parents. Duncan has discovered that when prey s scarce, fombos will

starve themselves — losing nearly a third of thoeir body weight in i single o - so

e maxien possible amount of focd car Ga o ther civcks The relusn on this

investaent? Actoss North America 76 to 80 percent of great gray breeding pans
successtully fledge voung.

r £ omofy 1.."

Just big enough Tor mother and chicks, this 5.5 ineties tali Montana snag offers o
commandug view of pame greal gray hatntat: matue forest with tots ol Ihving room.
Though aduit great grays weiah only one to two kilogrammes, they iave WANKISPNS
150cem across and can be up lo 83 cin high — by tape measure the tafiest owls in
North America. Their size makes it difficult for therm to manoeuvre well in dense
stands of trees. To hunt efficiently, they need meadows and other OPON SPEACeS,
oiten crealed by fire, wind, disease, or careful timber harvests.

Flutfy and feisty less than a month out of thair shells, chicks don't stay nestbound
long. As wasles accumulate, the area around the nest develops a smell that makes
its location dangerousty ohvious to predators. 5o for safety's sake, chicks peed to

disperse even before they can fly: most chicks climb or tumble to the ground when

they're just three to four weeks cld. Parents continue to feed and dalend their brood

through the summer. One in three great gray chicks is kiled - by ravens, great -

hormed owls, weasels, or other predators - or starves 1o death when its parent an’d
f

RLEN )

hnd enough prey to keep the family alive. Two-lhirds survive until Wheyre abite to fy
at seven to eight weeks old.
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iney piunge. With ice pick (alons lucked tnder their
chins, great grays hurlle headiirst into deep snow to snatch voles — diving with such
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{ “You'rg looking at a very aggressive Dird,” says Jim Duncan, :
tdares tis faciat feathors to expose the full lenath of its dagger-sham Seal S

3 Rkl 3 4
SHanitg oy showing his fangs.” From 30 feet away phoiographer Don Cox used ;
iemolely operated camera to record this aduit patrolling the Montana cl2anng where
its chicks were hiding. Parents attack anything — bear, Iynx, umaary ke .- gl gels
00 close {o fhieir young., What does a wallep from o orogt groy fezl bke” “Like 0§
whacked by a woaden plank with nails sticking out of iL.” Duncan SAVYS. 5

Tgray refors to a species of owls

Adanted friom Mational Geoagraphie (Fels 2005}

PASSAGE B

i Once a year, the nomads descended from the tugh plains and snow into the ittic 1
town of Kok Bazaar to selt and buy. it was there that Lha-mo heard abo the
expedition that had come irom Darjeeling into these mountains to search {or the
Yeti. it was there that she saw white faces for the first trne, and was told of the
huge rewaids that were on offer for new fracks, tor descriptions of the animal, btz 4
of skin, anything. Kokh Baz:aar was one of the Iast willages for climbers on heir
way o vaicst Gind Hils new scientitic expedition was making the place its

| R i ¥

hoadguartess.

2 These mad men!” smiled the staltholders of Kokh Bazaar, “They do not beliove
the Yet exists, but they have come ta look for it Amagine!” But the foreigners 10
said, " The tracks could be those of a bear or of - langur monkey. Any marks o
tlay or two old become larger as the snow melts omder o slrong sun. Such pnnts
may be made sometitnes by one creature, sometunes another, which conld

acemmit for the contlicting descrintions of tein Some four-looted anim:ls place

lherr hund foot i the print of the first one, thits giving the mpessions of 2 one o 5
two metres upnght besouy

3 Dbtz womios Gic independond and resolute; Lh-mo wirs as botd as any, oo
inpuksive too. She mmnedeately decided to rely on her fifelong kKnowledge of
acks, and set out, leanmg mto the doviiug snow. [f was aotomatic for ner o notice
landmuwks a5 she went nd thus remembaer Gie way back, 5o she had no fear of )
losing hersetl, however fiu she might go. Sonowllakes winsled in the darkening sky
but, although the tracks weoge disappeanng, it was sl possible 1o follow them “i
5 aller than 1am ™ she thought, “and heavier "

© Alter a wtule, Lha- o stopped to see if the wind could tell her anything. Scent of
anty kind means ke, but up here no smells altered the then air. Each lungful was 25
e purest above life now. But look! Here the cresmure had stopped by the
wayside. Here the snow was still melled where it had sat down. Blades of Grass

were showmng through. 1 ha mo knelt and stuffed. There was no scent nothing
she recognized, an unknown animat. She watked on.

5 the tracks went forward iodo a narrow ravine and t hia-mo halted. Ahead of her a 30
pebbie raltled. 1t would be mad o enter such a place. Instead, she climbed swilily
and sdentiy on (o thae e alongside to look down into the depths below. For a
moment, there was nothing.  §he movement showed that someihing was alive
there. Almost direcily below her, and unaware of her presence, was an animal she
had never seen before. Was it a bear Or an ape’? She had noidea, She could 35
only see that it was large and had white. shaggy fur
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the Hivd ieave, shie pushaes L over le edna. The toulder whistiod down onto
Vel The aniroal louaned for saf

fely, bt Wwas oo lato. The ek siruck it a
giancing blow on the hoad, and rock and animad ratied together to the bottorn of 4
the ravine: the Val sy motiontess. Echoes wint Hnging everywhere, setting off
falls of rock and snow. Lha-mo, exciled by her success, wailed for the commotion
to die down. Then, as the animal did not move, stie drew her knife and scrambled

down afterit. There itiay. ainong snow and pebbies, a mould of heavy, silver hair.
She ifhrew one or tvwo stornas

n2c alitfirst; to make sure it was dead. Whenit did not 45
move, she anproachad, bit as she oot nac 2F, she caw that it was sull breathing.
Stunned perhaps? She ran to finish it off before it reqated consciousiiess.

But it was not a snowman. it was a snowwoman with 2 baby. The baby was
unhust. He was about the size of a buman baby and, as she raced up to them hio

gave a ery and buned his face against his mother, drawing her long fur over his HO
ears.

8  Lha-mo recoiled as if shot. She gasped, hormfied. Then she backed slowly out of
the ravine, and turmed and ran. Those mad, nch foreigners would now go home
and leil the world that there was no such thing as a Yeti, and that the hill people

were ignorant and suparstiious: now she would never possess that lovely

o
necklace. But she did not care. Before she was out o i, she looked back.
The Yeti was rising and shaking her head. She picked up her child and stumbled
away.
Adapled from a story by Norab o § o
THE END
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RiEAD THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

wWinle only your Index Number in the space provided on the Answer Thaper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, twohliahtens. alue of correction fhad

Wiite your name and index number i the spaces provided on the Answer Papeoer.
Answer all questions

Leave a space of ene line between your answer to each part of 2 qucstion, ¢.q. between
1(a) and 1{b).

Leave a space of at least three lines after your completed answer to each whole question.

Write your answers on the separaie answer paper proviced.

Write your answer to Question 14 on a separate sheel of paper.

I you use more than one sheel of paper, faslen the sheets together.

Answer to the suminary question (Question 14) is to be handed up SEPARATELY.

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each guestion or part queston.

The Inser contains the passaqges for comprehension.

-

Mistakes m spelling, punctuation and gramnmar may be penalised in any part of the paoer,

this paper consists of 3 printed pages.

Mid -Year £ xaminalion 2006 PHUE Tof3 Seconrdary Tveo Express /£ dommal {Aoageic)

L nghsh Language Foper 2 -- (aslons

WWW.misskoh.com


koh
New Stamp


PLUGL T OSSAs A rind Pasan

Coiy BT g
RTa S Ay

Con e msert and then answar ol tha questions which follow

YOU R recommended 10 nnawer e quastions in lh& order sei

Rrstakes iy spoliing, punctuation and Granuiol may be penaliced in any pait of the Paper.

mMOTE: When a q ueshion asks you to answer in your own woras, YOU MUST NOT COPY

THE WORDS IN THE PASSAGE IN YOUR ANSWER.

e
™ — .
From Passaga Al

From paragraph 1:

1. Wiy is the chipmunk sn ‘easy-lo-cpot entrée™? [2}
From paragraph 2:

2. What makes the great gray a strong predator? [ 2]

3 Why do other predatory birds leave Montana during the winter? i1]
From natageaph 3:

q. E-xplam why il is necess sary for adult great grays to consume more durng winicr. {2]

rom povagraph 4-

&y SAate n your owit words hwo aets of the great geays s dovoled parents P4

(3. In vour own words, explain thee phrase "successfully Nedge yourk)” (hne 27« i

From patagiaph 5
i Using your own words explan why the grays require open spaces for hontng, [2]

brom parageaph 6

3 in your own words, explam why the chicks

s have to leave their nests when ey are
les 3 than a month old. 2]

From Passage B

From paragraph 1

9. Stale, in your own words. why the locals were interested o help wilh the
expedilion. {1]

I-rom paragraph 2:

10. txplain why the stathholders remarked, “These mad ment” [1]
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Crony pacacsaph 30

5 4, i woul own words, explain

wity you think “it was automatic for her to nolice
GnTiane’ ¥4

Pk
Criovn O s O ok B-
1 - O

12 =xplain fully why the foreigners would ‘go home and teli

the world that there was no
such thing as a Yeti’. (7}

From Passages Aand O-

13. For each of the tollowing words or phirases, give one word or shiort phrase (of not
more than seven words) which has the same meaning that the word or phrase has in
the: passage. [5]
From Passage A: From Passaqce B:
1. huitle (line 8) 4. conflicting (line 11)
2. snugly {line 20) 5. fesolute (line 17)
3. snarbng (line 46)
141 Passage B relates the adventure that happened to a woman of the Bhatia poopho
who graze flock in the remote Feions.
'magine you are Lha-mo. Using your own words as far A5 POGIHRNG, wWitle 5
Stimunary 1o relate your adventure, focusing on what You saw and did
USE THE MATERIAL FROM PASSAGE B, LINE 24 16 line 51
Your summay, which must be in CONBNYIOUS wiiling (not nole formy, musi not He
longer than 150 words (not_counting the words given to heip your to brexepin. MY
Licaie your LU Y as foltows:
dhad een {oflowing the trail for some e whenr,
THE END
Mid-Year Examination 2006 Page 3 of 3
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FAlsinkes i Geliler, oesscination o Waananiiar may be Pnansoed in 201y Pt of the IPaper.

NOTE: When a question asks you 10 ansises 75 YOOI Gwiv words, YOU MUST NOT COPY
THE WORDS IN THE PASSAGE 1N YOUR ANSWES

From paragrapiy 1:

1. Why is the chiprmank an easy-lo-spot entrée™? {2}

ANns:  Tie celour of its fur {(1m} would stand out against the white of the woods (1m).

brom paragraph 2:
2. What makes the great gray 2 strong predator? |21

Ans: They do not just pounce; they plunge ($4/2m) /

t15ing their ice-pick talons to catch their prey (H2m), wiih ibe Aty to i~
thick snow crust (1/2m)!

they are equipped with large faciat dicke that funnel sound to their cors RIVIYN
3 Why do other predatory birds leave Montunn dimng the winted? {1)
Alvsr They are unable to find food Croprey.

Lhey mtgrate to areas where the highter
(T}

|

Sn0ws leave prey mose accessible.

From paragraph 3

4 E-xplain why it i necessary tor adulf greqt qrays o constme sioe duting winter

Ans: This is to sustain them through the more competitive seinimer months (Trn)

where other predatory birds may hight with them for the same forod (Tm).

rom pacageaph 4

-

o olate in your own words two acls of the great grays as devoled parents.

Ans:  They conlinue to protect and shelier their young ones despite the harsh
weather conditions {1m) or
In addition, the femates, in particular, sacrifice food for themselves to give to
thetr young f do not eat in order to give the food to their yountg {1m) or
The mates search for food despite the difficult conditions tm). {Any 2 points)
Lt tucked snugly under her dense Dumagn

- edrby mate that can continue to hunt by sound, however naor viSIbility
becomes

L temales wilt starve themselves
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ANS 3 monne 1o rdsn ey batios Vi 2vas 1o adalthood {1/2m).

Erom paragraph &

/. Using your owi wOrds, expiain why the grays require open spaces for hunting. [2]
Ans:  They are huge birds {Tm) and fenc
easty {im).
Lift: Thieir size makes #t difficudt .. 1o manceuvre woll

2 nead the open snaces to move about

From paragraph G:

8. In your own waovds, Cxplain why the chicks have lo leave their nesls when they are
less than a month oid. {2)

Ans:  The odour (1/2m) of the excreiion / droppings collected (1/2m) leads the

predators to the nest (1m).

Lilt: As wastes accumulale, the area around the nest de velops a sinelf that ook s s
focation dangerously obvious to predators.

From Passnaage [3
]

From paragraph 1

9. State, inyour own words, why the locals were inferested to help with the
exprdiion. [1]

Anst They were motivated by the monetary gans / large gains. {(fin)
Lol wastold of the buge rowards that were o offer

brom paragraph 2

1¢3 L xplann why the stallholders remacked, "Those mad ment” {1}

Ang:

The foreigners spent time searching for the Yeti, yet they did not really believe
it existed / they were doubtful about its existence. {1m}

brosn paragraph 3

11. In your own words, explain why you think “it was autornatic for her to notice
landmarks™. 2]

Ans: It was something that they had been taught to ds since young (1m) and hence
it had become second nature to her {1m).

Lal: rely on her Ielong knowicdge of racks
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1

such thing s a Ve, |2

Ana-

Lhsemo i decidad to Keep guiet about what she had seen (1m}, thus she

WOLE nol be teliing them about her discovery so thoy would think that the Y eti

ARG aot exist (T

CrON Panoagos

By 2oyl i

13. -or cachi of the following words or phrases, awve one word or short phrase (of nei
more than seven words) which has the same meaning that the word or phrase has in
the passage. [5)
r ey Passnoe A From Passaqge B:
1. huntle (line 8) 4. conflicting (line 14)
2. snugly (hne 20) 3. resolute (iine 17)
3 snarking (e 46)
AT
1. hurtle: to dive very quickly and vicle
2. snugly:  comfortably f enjoying warmth comfort
3. stialtng: growhng angrily, showing the teeth
q. conjhiciing:  clashing, differing, incompatible, opposing, confrasting
5. resotute:  detenmined, resolved, decided, firm, fixed, set, staunch
P41 Passaoge Hoaelstos the adventure that happened to a woman of the Bhotin L3l
who graze ilock we the reinote regions.
Irnagine you cne d haomo. Using your own words as far a5 possibe, wile o
stmrmary o relale your adventure focusing on whet you sowe and did.
USE THE MATERIAL FROM PASSAGE 3, LINE 24 to line 51,
Your sipenacy, which must be in continuous wiriling (not note form), must not be
tonger than 150 words (not counting the words qiven o help you to begqin. [Z5]
Beagm your summagy as follows:
FHrad been (olfowing the trail for some time when
m | e e e
No. Lift Own Words
1 « The creatore had stopped by the »  Noticed the fracks had stopped
. waysde (line 26) | _ i N
re _» _Where it bad sat down (line 27) _ = Where the creature had resled
S L el Koeltand uoiffed (line 28) _ ~_ Koell to catch the scent
4 1 + There was no scent {line 28) » _ Could not detect any <.
2 « Thetracks went fooward into o «  Foliowed the track Turtisg,
o - parrow ravine (ne 30)
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6 L o A pebbie atilen (ine 31) « _Heard a noise B __[
; 7 % o Chimbead on ine ridae alongside to » Made her way up the “‘*"de f
o (o doven inio L,_ﬂ*ﬂigpthﬂ (hne 32y _edge lo iook down
;8 »  Movement showed something was » Detecled someihing moving / i
i .. olve {lne 33) —_— _____ hving crealure .

I Savwe that i wns I e > and had WflllL ! - Realised Yeti which was hugu,,
b shagyyfur (line 36) b and white with untidy hair
|10 1 - She pushed it over Ik e adge [ilﬂE 38) » Moved large rock aver ledge

il = Rock struck it a glancing blow on the « Hitthe creature on the head byt
______ . head (line 40) N L ____withoutafuliimpact

12 «  Rock and animal rolied tegether to » Cieature tumbied to the bottom |
- ___ | _the bottom of the ravine (line 40) _ L - )

13 |« She drew her knife (line 43) e W;mdrew kmfe o
4 0 _____SET’]mblﬂd dowm after it (line 4&’44) " chinbed CIDWII -

10 = She threw one or two stones at it first . Tossed stones at it

. {we4dsy O

_j_b " tomakes __y__r_b |t wa dfzatl (_n',n «'L:) ot m ensure thatl |t wWas nqtﬂllw

v j = itdid not move (line 45) T L}iq not budg_e» -

LIS _‘&)_he approached, got nearer (!rne 46) - __h_mvud_ E.h::_sgr _____ ]

19 1 7. sawitwas stifi breathing {!l_m;g 46} - found itto be ahive

20. = Hwas a snow woman with a baby - Discovered it was a snow

{hne 48) woman with her infant / youig

Ol TEENT
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