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45 marks are allocated to this paper.  The value attached to each question is shown after each
question.

You may use a Chinese dictionary.
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SECTION I—READING

Read this article carefully and answer in English the questions which follow it.

The article is about the protection of the panda in China.
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QUESTIONS

1. The panda is now immediately recognisable by everyone.  (lines 1–9)

(a) Why was this not the case in the 2nd century AD?

(b) (i) What did the WWF do in 1960?

(ii) Why is protecting the panda so important to them?

(c) What has happened in the 20th century?

2. The WWF and the Chinese authorities decided to find out how pandas lived

in the wild.  (lines 10–14)

(a) What discoveries did they make about the panda?  Mention three things.

(b) In what ways did the results of this research help scientists?

3. It was necessary to ensure that the panda could continue to live in its natural

habitat.  (lines 15–21)

(a) Why were panda “corridors” created?

(b) Why would many pandas risk starvation without these corridors?

(c) What other step has been taken to ensure the survival of the panda?

(d) Why is this step not enough?

4. China’s economic growth is a great threat to the panda.  (lines 22–28)

(a) What action did the Chinese government take in 1998 and why?

(b) In what way has the WWF helped local people affected by this action?

(c) What proof is there that the steps that have been taken to help the panda

have been successful?

5. Translate into English: 

(lines 6–7)
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SECTION II—DIRECTED WRITING

In the summer of 2008 you and your family went to China to see some of the events at

the Olympic Games.

You have been asked to write a report about your visit in Chinese (Simplified) for your

Chinese class.

You must include the following information and you should try to add other relevant

details:

• how you travelled and what you did during the journey

• where you stayed and what you thought of your accommodation

• what you enjoyed most about the trip

• what souvenirs you bought

• what you and your family did in the evening

• how your knowledge of Chinese was useful during the visit.

Your account should be 180–250 characters in length.

Marks will be deducted for any area of information that is omitted.

Marks

(15)

[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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2011 Mandarin (Simplified) Higher Reading and Directed Writing

Word List

 symbol  

 image 

 World Wildlife Foundation (WWF) 

 logo 

 panda corridor  

 threat  

[END OF WORD LIST]
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Do not open this paper until told to do so.

Answer Section A in English and Section B in Chinese (Simplified).

Section A

Listen carefully to the recording with a view to answering, in English, the questions printed in this
answer book.  Write your answers clearly and legibly in the spaces provided after each question. 

You will have 2 minutes to study the questions before hearing the dialogue for the first time.

The dialogue will be played twice, with an interval of 2 minutes between the two playings.

You may make notes at any time but only in this answer book. Score out any notes before you
hand in the book.

Move on to Section B when you have completed Section A: you will not be told when to do this.

Section B

Do not write your response in this book: use the booklet provided.

You will be told to insert the booklet inside this book before handing in your work.

You may consult a Chinese dictionary at any time during both sections.

Before leaving the examination room you must give this book to the Invigilator. If you do not, you may
lose all the marks for this paper. 

Use blue or black ink.  

Total 
Mark

Examiner’s Marks

A

B

FOR OFFICIAL USE



Fill in these boxes and read what is printed below.

Day Month Year

Number of seat 

Scottish candidate number

Full name of centre Town
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Date of birth
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Section A

You Ling is a Chinese assistant in a Scottish secondary school.  She discusses her

life here.

1. When did You Ling arrive in Scotland?

2. Why did she choose to come to Scotland?

3. Why does she think she has been lucky with the family she is staying with?

4. Why does she enjoy working in the school?

5. What does she say about Scottish pupils learning Chinese?

6. When does she have a class for adults?

DO NOT

WRITE IN
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7. She prefers working with young people more than adults.  Why?

8. (a) Why does she like going to the cinema?

(b) What else does she do in her spare time?

9. (a) What does she say about the weather in Scotland?

(b) What has she had to do because of the weather in Scotland?

10. What does she think all young people should do?

11. Why does she think this?
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Section B

You Ling talks about her life and work in Scotland.  What about you?  Would you prefer
to work abroad or stay in Scotland to find a job?  State your reasons.

Write 150–180 characters, giving your opinions in Chinese (Simplified).

USE THE 4 PAGE LINED ANSWER SHEET FOR YOUR ANSWER TO

SECTION B

Marks

10

(30)

[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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This paper must not be seen by any candidate.

The material overleaf is provided for use in an emergency only (eg the recording or equipment
proving faulty) or where permission has been given in advance by SQA for the material to be read
to candidates with additional support needs.  The material must be read exactly as printed.
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(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)
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(f)

(m)

(f) 

(m)

(f) 

You Ling is a Chinese assistant in a Scottish secondary school.  She discusses her life here.

Instructions to reader(s):

The dialogue below should be read in approximately 6 minutes.  On completion of the

first reading, pause for two minutes, then read the dialogue a second time. 

Where special arrangements have been agreed in advance to allow the reading of the

material, those sections marked (f) should be read by a female speaker and those marked

(m) by a male. 

Candidates have two minutes to study the questions before the transcript is read.
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[END OF TRANSCRIPT]
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