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You may use a Chinese dictionary.
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SECTION I—READING

Read this whole article carefully and answer in English the questions which follow it.

A British woman, Susan Baker, tells you how she spent an interesting year in Beijing.
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QUESTIONS

1. Susan Baker emigrated to Beijing in 2007.  (lines 1–8)

(a) Why did she decide to emigrate there?

(b) What two things did she buy before she left?

(c) What did she plan to do when her visa ran out?

(d) Why did she not have to look for accommodation in Beijing?

(e) Why did Susan not need to get a job while she was there?

2. At the beginning of her stay, Susan had many problems with the Chinese

language.  (lines 9–15)

(a) (i) Why was she often misunderstood?

(ii) Give an example of this.

(b) Why was shopping a problem for her, and how did she cope with this?

(c) Give one example of a mistake she made while shopping.

3. Susan had to make changes to her plans.  (lines 18–24)

(a) (i) Why did she have to leave Beijing shortly before the 2008 Olympic

Games?

(ii) What did she feel about this, and why?

(b) What had she learned to do during her stay?  Mention any two things.

(c) What did she realise when she was leaving Beijing?

4. Translate into English: 

(lines 16–17)
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SECTION II—DIRECTED WRITING

A few months ago you were invited to a Chinese New Year party at a friend’s home.

You have been asked to write a report about it in Chinese (Simplified) for the

class magazine.

You must include the following information and you should try to add other

relevant details:

• how you went to his/her house and when you arrived there

• what you bought as a gift for the family

• what you had to eat and drink 

• what you and your friend did after the meal

• what you liked best about the party

• why you would recommend this experience to someone else.

Your account should be 180–250 characters in length.

Marks will be deducted for any area of information that is omitted.

Marks

(15)

[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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2010 Mandarin (Simplified) Higher Reading and Directed Writing

Word List

Lines 1–8 

 

   London 

   to emigrate  

   visa  

   the Third Ring Road in Beijing 

 

Lines 9–15 

 

   to misunderstand 

   mistake 

 

Lines 18–24 

 

   government 

   rules/regulations 

  complicated 

 

[END OF WORD LIST]
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Total 
Mark

Examiner’s Marks

A

B

FOR OFFICIAL USE

*X25612021*

Do not open this paper until told to do so.

Answer Section A in English and Section B in Chinese (Simplified).

Section A
Listen carefully to the recording with a view to answering, in English, the questions printed in this
answer book.  Write your answers clearly and legibly in the spaces provided after each question. 
You will have 2 minutes to study the questions before hearing the dialogue for the first time.
The dialogue will be played twice, with an interval of 2 minutes between the two playings.
You may make notes at any time but only in this answer book. Score out any notes before you
hand in the book.
Move on to Section B when you have completed Section A: you will not be told when to do this.

Section B
Do not write your response in this book: use the 4 page lined answer sheet.
You will be told to insert the answer sheet inside this book before handing in your work.

You may consult a Chinese dictionary at any time during both sections.

Before leaving the examination room you must give this book to the Invigilator. If you do not, you may
lose all the marks for this paper. 

Use blue or black ink.  

Fill in these boxes and read what is printed below.

Day Month Year

Number of seat 

Scottish candidate number

Full name of centre Town

Forename(s) Surname

Date of birth
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Section A

Wang Li talks about her life at university in Scotland.

1. (a) When did Wang Li come to Scotland?

(b) What is she studying at university?

2. Why does she feel she has more freedom in Scotland?  Mention three things.

3. (a) Where do her three flatmates come from?

(b) Why does she think she is lucky?

4. According to Wang Li, what are the benefits of sharing a flat?  Mention any

three things.

DO NOT

WRITE IN

THIS
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5. What does she find annoying about sharing a flat?

6. (a) What sort of accommodation do Chinese universities provide?

(b) Why do Chinese students like eating in the university canteen?

7. (a) Why did Wang Li not like Scottish food at first?

(b) Why does she find cooking for herself difficult?

(c) According to Wang Li, what is the problem with Western food?

8. What does she say about swimming

(a) in China?

(b) in Scotland?

Page three[X256/302]
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Section B

Wang Li prefers sharing a flat with others.  When you leave school, would you prefer
to live with your parents or share a flat?  Why?

Write 150–180 characters, giving your opinions in Chinese (Simplified).

USE THE 4 PAGE LINED ANSWER SHEET FOR YOUR ANSWER TO

SECTION B

Marks

10

(30)

[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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to candidates with additional support needs.  The material must be read exactly as printed.
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(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f) 

Wang Li talks about her life at university in Scotland.

Instructions to reader(s):

The dialogue below should be read in approximately 6½ minutes.  On completion of the

first reading, pause for two minutes, then read the dialogue a second time. 

Where special arrangements have been agreed in advance to allow the reading of the

material, those sections marked (f) should be read by a female speaker and those marked

(m) by a male. 

Candidates have two minutes to study the questions before the transcript is read.
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[END OF TRANSCRIPT]

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)
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