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(SIMPLIFIED)
ADVANCED HIGHER
Reading and Translation

50 marks are allocated to this paper, 30 for comprehension questions and 20 for translation into
English.  The value attached to each question is shown after each question.

You may use a Chinese dictionary.
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Read carefully the following article and answer in English the questions which follow on

Page three.

China’s environmental crisis is everyone’s problem.  So what is the Western world

doing to help the country achieve a new “eco-civilisation”?
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QUESTIONS

1. (a) What does the author mean by the China Syndrome in this instance?

(b) What examples does he give to illustrate this?

2. The other countries of the world feel that they can make no difference.  Why does

the author disagree?

3. What disturbing facts does the author provide about pollution in the city of

Beijing?  Mention two things.

4. (a) What has caused the pollution of the Yangtze River?

(b) What have the consequences been?

5. (a) What evidence is there that China is aware that it has a crisis on its hands?

(b) The Chinese government is taking steps to improve the situation.

(i) What has it already done?

(ii) What future plans does it have?  Mention one thing.

6. What has happened in the past 30 years which shows that China is willing to adapt

to change?

7. What do you think the author means by his final statement: We are all “Chinese”
now!?  With reference to the passage as a whole, do you feel he is justified in

reaching this conclusion?

8. Translate into English: 

(lines 16–19)
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[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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2011 Mandarin (Simplified) Advanced Higher Reading and Translation

Word List

 China Syndrome  

 power station 

 Three Gorges Project 

 to be aware of 

 riverbed  

 endangered  

 carbon footprint 

 Environmental Protection Bureau  

 Xiamen city 
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Listening and Discursive Writing

N A T I O N A L
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M O N D A Y ,  3 0  M A Y
1 . 0 0  P M  –  2 . 4 5  P M

There are two sections in this paper.

Section I: 30 marks are allocated to this section.
Section II: 40 marks are allocated to this section.

You may use a Chinese dictionary.

You will have 2 minutes to study the questions before hearing the recording for Section I.
During this time you should study the questions for both Part A and Part B.
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Section I—Listening

Part A

Listen carefully to this item about the views of Chinese families in China and then answer

in English the questions which follow.

You will hear the item twice with an interval of one minute between the playings.  There

will then be a further interval of three minutes before you hear Part B.  You may make

notes at any time. 

Questions

1. Why was Chinese civilisation built on the foundation of the family?

2. What does the Chinese “family” represent?

3. What challenges do traditional Chinese family values face nowadays?

4. (a) What qualities do the older generation have?

(b) How do young people think and behave today?

5. (a) What do older people feel about the changes in society?

(b) And what about younger people?
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Part B

Now listen to this discussion between 65 year-old Lao Wang and 25 year-old Xiao Hong

about the changing attitudes towards the family in China and then answer in English the

questions that follow.

You will hear the conversation twice with an interval of one minute between the playings.

You may make notes at any time. 

Questions

1. According to Lao Wang, what differences in attitudes towards the family are

there between the older and the younger generations?

2. (a) Why do many young couples go to their parents’ for dinner?

(b) Why are parents happy with this?

3. Why does Lao Wang’s granddaughter feel that she spends too much time

studying?

4. (a) How does Lao Wang feel when his granddaughter is staying with them?

(b) And when she is not there?

5. According to Xiao Hong, what are the disadvantages for young couples living

with their parents?

6. Why does Lao Wang think that it is important for his granddaughter to study

hard?

7. (a) According to Lao Wang, what was the older generation’s attitude towards

money?

(b) What does Xiao Hong think about money?

Marks

3

1

1

2

1

1

3

3

3

2

(20)

(Total = 30 marks)

[Turn over for Section II—Discursive Writing
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Section II—Discursive Writing

Write an essay in Chinese (Simplified) of about 300–400 characters on one of the

following topics.

1.

“Parents are their children’s best friends”.  Do you agree with this?  Why?

2.

The quality of TV programming is deteriorating, due to so much “Reality TV”.  Do you
agree?  Give your opinions.

3.

Do you think that pollution of the environment is a serious problem?  What can you do to
make a difference and improve the situation?

4.

“The mobile phone is the worst invention ever”.  Do you agree?  What are the advantages
and disadvantages of mobile phones?

5.

“Obesity is one of the most serious issues in the world today”.  What can be done to tackle
the issue?

(40 marks)

[END OF QUESTION PAPER]
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(m)

or

(f)

Listen carefully to this item about the views of Chinese families in China and then answer

in English the questions which follow.

You will hear the item twice with an interval of one minute between the playings.  There

will then be a further interval of three minutes before you hear Part B.  You may make

notes at any time. 

Instructions to reader:

Candidates have two minutes to study the questions for Part A and Part B.

Part A

The passage below should be read in approximately 2½ minutes.  On completion of the

first reading, pause for one minute, then read the passage again.

There should then be a further pause of three minutes before reading Part B.

Where special arrangements have been agreed in advance to allow the reading of the

material, it may be read by a male or female speaker.
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(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

(m)

(f)

Now listen to this discussion between 65 year-old Lao Wang and 25 year-old Xiao Hong

about the changing attitudes towards the family in China and then answer in English the

questions that follow.

You will hear the conversation twice with an interval of one minute between the playings.

You may make notes at any time. 

Instructions to reader(s):

Part B

The dialogue below should be read in approximately 4½ minutes.  On completion of the

first reading, pause for one minute, then read the dialogue a second time.

Where special arrangements have been agreed in advance to allow the reading of the

material, those sections marked (m) should be read by a male speaker and those marked

(f) by a female speaker.
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[END OF TRANSCRIPT]
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