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2011 French Higher: Reading 
 
Marking Key 
 
The comprehension questions are designed to find out whether the candidates have understood the main points of the passage, including where 
appropriate something of the author‟s purpose in writing the text. 
 
In the marking schemes which follow, a bullet point designates information required for the award of 1 mark; a word or concept underlined must be 
evident within an answer before the mark can be awarded. 
 
To assess an answer, tick each piece of information which constitutes a correct point.  If the information is subsequently contradicted in the same 
answer, put a cross through the relevant tick.  Similarly, if correct information is accompanied in the same answer by information which shows lack 
of real understanding, put a cross through the relevant tick. 
 
No marks can be awarded in a sentence whose overall meaning is unclear. 
 
The inclusion of irrelevant information in an answer should not be penalised unless it contradicts the text. 
 
If information required but not given in answer to one question appears in answer to a different question, it cannot be credited with any marks unless 
it would also correctly answer that question. 
 
The total mark awarded for each question should be written on the inside margin, at the end of the relevant question. 
 
When the comprehension questions have been marked, marks should be totalled and written on the inside margin as a mark out of 20. 
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Section I − General Points 
 
 
Correct points should be marked with a tick and the total number of marks written in the inside margin after each heading. 
 
No marks should be given for points written under a different heading unless they would also answer that heading.  In such a case, the mark 
should be transferred to the total for the heading under which the mark was originally allocated.  Where candidates list irrelevant information, 
no credit should be given for this, even if there is some correct information in the middle of it. 
 
The total number of marks scored should be written in the inner margin at the end of Section I. 
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2011 French 
Higher – Reading and Directed Writing 
 
Marking Instructions 
 

Questions/Acceptable answers  Unacceptable answers Irrelevant/Insufficient 

 
1. Hugo Girard believes he has had a successful career as a 
 strongman.  (Lines 1-14).   
 
 (a) What examples are given of Hugo‟s feats of strength? 
 

 (Easily) lifts/lifted/picks/picked up rock(s)/heavy 
stone(s)/boulder(s) weighing a hundred kilos 

 
OR 

 
 100 kilos of rocks/stones 
 
 

 Pulls/pulled/drags/dragged (some) lorries/a lorry/ 
truck(s) 

 
 

 
 
2 marks 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
5/10 kilos 
Lifts weights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lifts/Picks up/Moves lorry  
tyres/wheels 
van(s)/car(s) 
 

 

 
 (b) Why does he feel proud of himself? 
 

 He has/He has won/He gets (lots of/the) respect of 
(the people of/in) Canada/Canadians  

 
 

 He is seen as/He has left/leaves the image of a 
man with/having standards/values/principles 

 
 
 

 
2 marks 
 
 

 
 
 
some/young Canadians 
Canadian men 
 
 
He leaves the image of men 
He left back the image of man 
He leads/led 
merits/valour 
He has values/principles 
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Questions/Acceptable answers  Unacceptable answers Irrelevant/Insufficient 

 
2. He has been careful when planning out his career.    
 (lines 15-33) 
 
 (a) What were his ambitions when he was a boy?   
  Mention two things. 
 

 To be/become/becoming/being as strong as/like 
his father/dad/a strongman like his dad 

 
 
 

 Being (like) a/the superhero(es) in his comic books/ 
cartoons 

 
OR 

 
He read comics/cartoons and wanted to be like a/ 
the superhero(es) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
2 marks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He wanted to be like his dad/follow in 
his father‟s footsteps 
Becoming stronger than his dad 
 
 
Read gang drawings 
Drawing gang(s) 
Magazines 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 (b) Why was it a good decision to join the police?  Give 
  any one reason.   
 

 They allowed him to take unpaid leave/time 
off/days off without pay (NOT: a holiday without 
pay) 

 
OR 

 

 (He knew) he (always/still) had a(nother) career if 
he was not successful (in competitions)/He had a 
career to return to/to fall back on/could come back 
to the job 

 

 
 
1 mark 
 
 

 
 
 
 
holiday(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
Start a new career 
He has another career 
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Questions/Acceptable answers  Unacceptable answers Irrelevant/Insufficient 

 
3. Self-motivation is one of his key qualities.  (line 34-61) 
 
 (a) How has Hugo taken inspiration from boxers? 
 

 When they are knocked down/fall, they can stay 
down/on the ground/on the carpet or get up/By 
choosing to get back up when he is knocked down 

 
 
 

 Despite being injured/hurt/wounded (several times) 
he (always) gets back up, he has (always) (found 
the courage to) come back/continue 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2 marks 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
to stay on the earth 
to slip on the carpet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 (b) What is his approach to the difficulties of life? 
 

 (You have to know how to) get/pass/work through/ 
beyond obstacles/difficulties/good and bad times 

 
 
 

 Hold/hang/cling onto/follow/persevere with/reach 
for your dream(s) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2 marks 
 
 

 
 
 
Let the bad times pass 
faults/failings/failures 
 
 
 
Live/achieve/realise 
Catch on/up 
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Questions/Acceptable answers  Unacceptable answers Irrelevant/Insufficient 

 
 (c) What effect does he hope that his seminars will have  
  upon young people? 
 

 Encourage young people to excel/believe in/ 
surpass/outdo themselves 

 
 
 

 (Let them see that) you can succeed/achieve (big 
things) while still being an ordinary person/ 
someone who is ordinary 

 
 
 

 Help them/(make them see that) you (only) need to 
make the right/good choices/decisions and work 
hard/well/strong 

 
 
 
 

 
 
3 marks 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Spending/overspend 
know themselves 
believe in each other 
to surpass/outdo (without themselves) 
 
can be someone extraordinary 
 
 
 
 
 
to do good things 
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Questions/Acceptable answers  Unacceptable answers Irrelevant/Insufficient 

 
4. According to Hugo, people often have negative views of 
 sportsmen and women.  (lines 62-75) 
 

(a) What does he think is the view that people have of a 
 typical sportsman? 

 

 (Lots of) talent and not a lot of brains/not very 
smart/clever/not much of a brain/intelligence/no 
brains 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
1 mark 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
heart 
lots of brains 
sense/knowledge 

 

 
 (b) How does he think that he has proved himself different 
  from most athletes? 
 

 (Others can lift heavy weights, but) he has been 
determined/motivated enough to be/has become 6 
time champion (of Canada) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
1 mark 
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Questions/Acceptable answers  Unacceptable answers Irrelevant/Insufficient 

 
5. He is now about to embark on a new lifestyle.  
 (lines 76-99) 
 

(a) What are his plans for the immediate future? 
 

 Spend (lots of/more) time with his family/ 
relatives/close ones/next of kin/his son/Tyles 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1 mark 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
close friends 
he does not think he should … 
live a normal life 
with his daughter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ignore references to 
“premature” 

 
 (b) What is he going to do in October? 
 

 Re-join/return to the police/going back to work for 
the police/pick up/go back/return to his police 
uniform 

 

 
1 mark 
 
 

 
 
 
Handing in his police uniform 
Return/Take back his uniform 
 
 

 
 
 
Ignore references to 
“safety” 
 
 

 
 (c) What is his long-term ambition, and why? 
 

 To work in the communications and public 
relations branch 

 
 
 

 Because he has been doing this/something similar 
for 10 years 

 
 
 

 
2 marks 
 
 

 
 
 
public relates 
 
 
 
 
he was here for … 
6 years 
since he was 10 
he has been wanting to do this 
10 years since he did this/worked in 
the police 
He has been involved with the public 
for 10 years 
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Translation into English 
 
The translation into English is allocated 10 marks.  The text for translation will be divided into a number of sense units.  Each sense unit is worth 2 
marks, which will be awarded according to the quality and accuracy of the translation into English.  In assessing the candidate‟s performance, the 
descriptions detailed below will be used.  Each sense unit will be awarded one of the marks shown.   
 
 

Category Mark Description 
 

Good 2 Essential information and relevant details are understood and conveyed clearly and accurately, with appropriate use 
of English. 
 

Satisfactory 1 Essential information is understood and conveyed clearly and comprehensibly, although some of the details may be 
translated in an imprecise or inaccurate manner.  The key message is conveyed in spite of inaccuracies and 
weaknesses in the use of English. 
 

Unsatisfactory 0 The candidate fails to demonstrate sufficient understanding of the essential information and relevant details.  Errors 
may include mistranslation and/or the failure to translate relevant details. 
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6. UNIT 1 
 

TEXT 
 

GOOD 2 SATISFACTORY 1 UNSATISFACTORY 0 

«Mon fils a changé ma perception 
de la vie.   
 
 
Mon fils 
 
 
 
a changé 
 
 
 
ma perception de la vie.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My son has changed my view of 
life.   
 
 
My son/boy 
 
 
 
(has) changed 
 
 
 
my view/perception of/on life 
 
my outlook/perspective on life 

 
 
 
 
My sons 
 
 
 
had changed 
 
 
 
the/my life 
 
my outlook/perspective of life 
 
 

 
 
 
 
His son 
My daughter/girl/child 
My threads 
 
changes/will change 
exchanged 
 
 
my perceptive 
 
in/to life 
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 UNIT 2 
 

TEXT 
 

GOOD 2 SATISFACTORY 1 UNSATISFACTORY 0 

Aujourd‟hui, je sais qu‟il y a des 
choses plus importantes que 
 
Aujourd‟hui, 
 
 
je sais qu‟ 
 
 
 
il y a 
  
 
des choses plus importantes que 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today, I know that there are more 
important things than 
 
Today/Nowadays/These days 
 
 
I know (that) 
 
 
 
there are 
 
 
more important things (in life) 
than 
(some) things (which are) more 
important than 

 
 
 
Now/At the moment 
 
 
I knew 
I think/believe/realise/understand/ 
see 
 
there is/will be 
 
 
the most/very important thing 
 
addition of „lots of/many/other‟ 

 
 
 
Everyday 
 
 
I say/said/find 
omission 
 
 
it is 
he has 
 
choices 
that 
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 UNIT 3 
 

TEXT 
 

GOOD 2 SATISFACTORY 1 UNSATISFACTORY 0 

d‟ être toujours le premier dans 
tout ce qu‟on fait 
 
d‟ être toujours 
 
 
le premier 
 
 
dans tout ce qu‟on fait 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

always to be/being first in 
everything you do 
 
always to be/come/being/coming 
 
 
(the) first/top/number one/best/in 
first place 
 
in everything/all (that)/whatever 
you/we do/one does 

 
 
 
omission of “toujours” 
 
 
 
 
 
in what you do 
I do 

 
 
 
him always coming first in 
everything he does (ie the son) 
 
 
 
 
 
I did/have done 
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 UNIT 4 
 

TEXT 
 

GOOD 2 SATISFACTORY 1 UNSATISFACTORY 0 

A vrai dire, je le savais avant,  
 
A vrai dire, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
je le savais avant, 
 
 
 
 
 

To tell the truth, I knew it before,  
 
Truth be told/It‟s true to say/To tell 
(you) the truth/(I can) truly/ 
truthfully (say)/Truth to tell/To be 
honest 
 
 
 
I knew/did know ((about)it/that/this) 
before/already 

 
 
It‟s correct/fair to say/to be 
perfectly frank/as a matter of 
fact/actually/frankly 
 
 
 
 
I used to know it 
I had/have known 
I believed/thought (NB Check for 

R.E.) 
omission of “avant” (if “I knew it”) 

 

 
 
Really to say 
A true saying 
A true story 
Right to say 
 
 
 
I know/would (have) know(n) 
I did/said/acknowledged/heard 

 (NB Check for R.E.) 
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 UNIT 5 
 

TEXT 
 

GOOD 2 SATISFACTORY 1 UNSATISFACTORY 0 

Mais mon fils me l‟a fait réaliser 
pleinement» 
 
Mais mon fils 
 
 
me l‟a fait réaliser 
 
 
 
 
pleinement» 
 
 
 
 

But my son made me realise it 
fully”.   
 
But/However my son/my boy 
 
 
(has) made me realise it/that/this 
 
 
 
 
fully/completely/clearly 

 
 
 
my sons (NB Check for R.E.) 
 
 
omission of “it” 
 
 
 
 
more clearly/more fully 
to the full (extent) 
wholeheartedly 

 
 
 
my daughter (NB Check for R.E.) 
 
 
makes 
achieve 
my son does realize 
let me realise 
 
plainly/simply/plenty/differently 
(realise) the full picture 
now 
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Higher Writing 
 
Task:  Directed Writing, addressing 6 bullet points. 
 
Assessment 1 With reference to Content, Accuracy and Language Resource,  
Process:  assess the overall quality of the response and allocate it to a  
   pegged mark. 
 
 2 Check that all 6 bullet points have been addressed. 
 
 3 Deduct 2 marks (ie single marks, not pegged ones) for 

each bullet not addressed, up to a maximum of 2 bullets.  
If 3 or more bullets have not been addressed, the mark 
must be 0. 

 
 
 
 
 



 Page 17  
 

 

Category Mark Content Accuracy 
Language Resource – Variety, 
Range, Structures 

Very Good 15  All bullet points are covered fully, 
in a balanced way, including a 
number of complex sentences. 

 Some candidates may also 
provide additional information. 

 A wide range of verbs/verb forms, 
tenses and constructions is used.  

 Overall this comes over as a 
competent, well thought-out 
account of the event which reads 
naturally. 

 
 

 The candidate handles all aspects 
of grammar and spelling accurately, 
although the language may contain 
some minor errors or even one 
more serious error. 

 Where the candidate attempts to 
use language more appropriate to 
post-Higher, a slightly higher 
number of inaccuracies need not 
detract from the overall very good 
impression. 

 

 The candidate is comfortable with 
almost all the grammar used and 
generally uses a different verb or 
verb form in each sentence. 

 There is good use of a variety of 
tenses, adjectives, adverbs and 
prepositional phrases and, where 
appropriate, word order. 

 The candidate uses co-ordinating 
conjunctions and subordinate 
clauses throughout the writing. 

 The language flows well. 
 

Good 12  All bullet points are addressed, 
generally quite fully, and some 
complex sentences may be 
included. 

 The response to one bullet point 
may be thin, although other bullet 
points are dealt with in some 
detail. 

 The candidate uses a reasonable 
range of verbs/verb forms and 
other constructions. 

 
 
 

 The candidate generally handles 
verbs and other parts of speech 
accurately but simply. 

 There may be some errors in 
spelling, adjective endings and, 
where relevant, case endings. 

 Use of accents may be less secure. 

 Where the candidate is attempting 
to use more complex vocabulary 
and structures, these may be less 
successful, although basic 
structures are used accurately. 

 There may be minor misuse of 
dictionary. 

 

 There may be less variety in the 
verbs used. 

 Most of the more complex 
sentences use co-ordinating 
conjunctions, and there may also 
be examples of subordinating 
conjunctions where appropriate. 

 In one bullet point the language 
may be more basic than might 
otherwise be expected at this 
level. 

 Overall the writing will be 
competent, mainly correct, but 
pedestrian. 
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Category Mark Content Accuracy 
Language Resource – Variety, 
Range, Structures 

Satisfactory 9  The candidate uses mainly simple, 
more basic sentences. 

 The language is perhaps repetitive 
and uses a limited range of verbs 
and fixed phrases not appropriate 
to this level. 

 In some examples, one or two 
bullet points may be less fully 
addressed. 

 In some cases, the content may 
be similar to that of good or very 
good examples, but with some 
serious accuracy issues. 

 The verbs are generally correct, but 
basic. 

 Tenses may be inconsistent, with 
present tenses being used at times 
instead of past tenses. 

 There are quite a few errors in other 
parts of speech – personal 
pronouns, gender of nouns, 
adjective endings, cases, 
singular/plural confusion – and in 
the use of accents. 

 Some prepositions may be 
inaccurate or omitted, eg I went the 
town. 

 While the language may be 
reasonably accurate in three or four 
bullet points, in the remaining two 
control of the language structure 
may deteriorate significantly. 

 Overall, there is more correct than 
incorrect and there is the impression 
overall that the candidate can 
handle tenses. 

 

 The candidate copes with the past 
tense of some verbs. 

 A limited range of verbs is used to 
address some of the bullet points. 

 Candidate relies on a limited 
range of vocabulary and 
structures.  

 When using the perfect tense, the 
past participle is incorrect or the 
auxiliary verb is omitted on 
occasion. 

 Sentences may be basic and 
mainly brief. 

 There is minimal use of adjectives, 
probably mainly after “is”, eg The 
boss was helpful. 

 The candidate has a weak 
knowledge of plurals. 

 There may be several spelling 
errors, eg reversal of vowel 
combinations. 
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Category Mark Content Accuracy 
Language Resource – Variety, 
Range, Structures 

Unsatisfactory 6  In some cases the content may be 
basic. 

 In other cases there may be little 
difference in content between 
Satisfactory and Unsatisfactory. 

 The language is repetitive, with 
undue reliance on fixed phrases 
and a limited range of common 
basic verbs such as to be, to 
have, to play, to watch. 

 While the language used to 
address the more predictable 
bullet points may be accurate, 
serious errors occur when the 
candidate attempts to address the 
less predictable areas. 

 The Directed Writing may be 
presented as a single paragraph. 

 Ability to form tenses is inconsistent. 

 In the use of the perfect tense the 
auxiliary verb is omitted on a 
number of occasions. 

 There may be confusion between 
the singular and plural form of 
verbs. 

 There are errors in many other parts 
of speech – gender of nouns, cases, 
singular/plural confusion – and in 
spelling and, where appropriate, 
word order. 

 Several errors are serious, perhaps 
showing mother tongue 
interference. 

 There may be one sentence which 
is not intelligible to a sympathetic 
native speaker. 

 One area may be very weak. 

 Overall, there is more incorrect than 
correct. 

 
 

 The candidate copes mainly only 
with the predictable language 
required at the earlier bullet 
points. 

 The verbs “was” and “went” may 
also be used correctly. 

 There is inconsistency in the use 
of various expressions, especially 
verbs. 

 Sentences are more basic. 

 An English word may appear in 
the writing or a word may be 
omitted. 

 There may be an example of 
serious dictionary misuse. 
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Category Mark Content Accuracy 
Language Resource – Variety, 
Range, Structures 

Poor 3  The content and language may be 
very basic. 

 However, in many cases the 
content may be little different from 
that expected at Unsatisfactory or 
even at Satisfactory. 

 

 Many of the verbs are incorrect or 
even omitted. 

 There are many errors in other parts 
of speech – personal pronouns, 
gender of nouns, adjective endings, 
cases, singular/plural confusion – 
and in spelling and word order. 

 Prepositions are not used correctly. 

 The language is probably inaccurate 
throughout the writing. 

 Some sentences may not be 
understood by a sympathetic native 
speaker. 

 
 

 The candidate cannot cope with 
more than one or two basic verbs, 
frequently “had” and “was”. 

 The candidate displays almost no 
knowledge of past tenses of 
verbs. 

 Verbs used more than once may 
be written differently on each 
occasion. 

 The candidate has a very limited 
vocabulary. 

 Several English or “made-up” 
words may appear in the writing. 

 There are examples of serious 
dictionary misuse. 

 

Very Poor 0  The content is very basic 
OR 

 The candidate has not completed 
at least three of the core bullet 
points.   

 

 (Virtually) nothing is correct. 

 Most of the errors are serious. 

 Very little is intelligible to a 
sympathetic native speaker. 

 

 The candidate copes only with 
“have” and “am”. 

 Very few words are correctly 
written in the foreign language. 

 English words are used. 

 There may be several examples of 
mother tongue interference. 

 There may be several examples of 
serious dictionary misuse. 
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What if….?  

the candidate only addresses one part of one of the introductory, 
predictable bullet points? 
 

In such a case the candidate is deemed to have not addressed the bullet points 
and a 2 mark penalty is made (ie 2 marks are deducted from the final mark 
awarded).  This procedure applies at all categories. 
 

some bullet points fit into one category but others are in the next, 
lower category? 
 

It is important to look carefully at which bullet points are better addressed. 
 
If the better sections include the more predictable bullet points, the marker is 
less likely to be generous than if the unpredictable bullet points are of a better 
quality.  If there is a serious decline after the initial bullet points, a lower mark 
must be awarded.   
 
It is also important to consider the balance of the bullet points.  Sometimes a 
candidate writes twice as much about the opening bullet points – or even bullet 
points which are not there – than for the four remaining bullet points.  In such 
cases, the lower mark being considered should be awarded. 
 the marker is having great difficulty in deciding whether the writing 

is good enough to pass or not quite good enough to pass? 
 

It is essential to consider carefully the accuracy of the verbs overall.  If more 
verbs are correct than wrong, then it is likely that the candidate deserves to 
pass, unless there are many other inaccuracies in the writing. 
 

the Directed Writing, from the point of view of content, looks as if it 
belongs in a top category, but where accuracy is concerned, 
contains some possibly serious grammatical errors in more basic 
structures as a result of using relatively advanced structures 
combined with a less than confident knowledge of the more basic 
structures? 
 

This is a case where the candidate is more adventurous, but less accurate.  It 
is always important to assess what it is the candidate can do, and thus highlight 
the positive.  However, in such cases, it is likely that the candidate will be 
awarded 9.  

 
 
 

[END OF MARKING INSTRUCTIONS] 
 


