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 1.  Life in 5th century Athens

   The scene below shows that some Athenian girls at least were taught dancing.

  (a) Girls in ancient Athens were usually taught things other than dancing.

   Write down any two of those things.

   1

   2

  (b) Write down one occasion when the girls in the painting would have used 
their dancing skills.

  (c) Do you think the girls enjoyed their dancing lessons?

   Tick one box.

   

YES

NO

   Give two reasons for your answer.

   Reason 1

   Reason 2
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 2. Life in 5th century Athens

   The vase-painting below shows a young man putting on his armour before he 
goes off to war.

  (a) In what two ways do you think his school education would have helped 
him prepare to be a soldier?

   1

  

   2
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 2. (continued)

  Many boys learned trades such as the one in the scene painted below.

  (b) In what way was an Athenian boy taught the skills required to become a 
tradesman?
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 3. Life in 5th century Athens 

  During the Festival of Dionysus the Athenians enjoyed attending the theatre 
built in his honour.  The scene below is from a vase painting.

  (a) Why was the seating in the theatre arranged in this way?  

   Give two reasons for your answer.

   Reason 1

   Reason 2

  (b) There were special seats at the front of the seating area reserved for 
important people.

   What kind of important person might have sat there?

  (c) Write down two main differences between a modern theatre and the 
Theatre of Dionysus.

   1

   2
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 4.  Life in 5th century Athens

   Dinner parties followed usually by drinking parties were very popular with 
Athenian men.  Below is a typical scene from one of these.

  (a) Apart from eating and drinking, why do you think these events were so 
popular?

   Give two reasons for your answer.

   Reason 1

   Reason 2

  (b) Where did these parties usually take place?
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 5. Life in 5th century Athens

  The Athenians invented democracy.  However some people did not have the 
right to vote.

  (a) Name two groups of people who did not have this right.

   1

   2

  (b) Do you think this was a fair system?

   Tick one box.

   

YES

NO

   Give two reasons for your answer.

   Reason 1

   Reason 2



 6. Homer—Odyssey, Books 9, 10 and 12

  When he first met the Cyclops, Odysseus warned him that it was his duty to 
treat guests well, according to the wishes of the gods.

  (a) Which god in particular did Odysseus mention as the god of guests?

  The Cyclops’ response to this warning made Odysseus realise how 
dangerous their situation was.

  (b) What was the Cyclops’ response?

  The Cyclops wanted to find out where Odysseus had moored his ship.

  (c) Why do you think he wanted to know?
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 7. Homer—Odyssey, Books 9, 10 and 12

  Odysseus said he and his men felt completely helpless after the Cyclops had 
killed and devoured the first two of Odysseus’ men.

  (a) Why did he not draw his sword and kill the Cyclops as he lay in a drunken 
stupor?

  After his meal of human flesh, the Cyclops stretched out among his sheep and 
fell asleep.

  (b) Why do you think he slept along with his sheep?

     

  Odysseus asked his men to draw lots to find out who would help him to blind 
the Cyclops.

  (c) Why do you think Odysseus asked his men to do this?

 

  Odysseus told the Cyclops his name was Nobody.

  (d) Why did Odysseus do this?

   Give two reasons for your answer.  

   Reason 1

   Reason 2
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 8. Homer—Odyssey, Books 9, 10 and 12

  Aeolus gave Odysseus the Bag of Winds to help him on his journey home.

  Odysseus described the behaviour of himself and his men on this journey as 
senseless and stupid.

  Do you agree with this description?

  Tick one box.

   

YES

NO

  Give two reasons for your answer.

  Reason 1

  Reason 2

 9. Homer—Odyssey, Books 9, 10 and 12 

  Odysseus and his men saw smoke on the island.  He sent some men to find out 
about the island.  The men found a beautiful lady at a loom.

  Who was this lady?
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 10.  Homer—Odyssey, Books 9, 10 and 12

  She tricked the men and turned them into pigs.

  (a) Why do you think she did this?

   Give two reasons for your answer.

   Reason 1

   Reason 2

  (b) What did Odysseus do when he found out about his men?

  (c) Which god helped him?

 11. Homer—Odyssey, Books 9, 10 and 12 

  Odysseus wanted to hear the Sirens’ song.

  (a) Who were the Sirens?

  (b) What normally happened to anyone listening to them?
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 12. Homer—Odyssey, Books 9, 10 and 12

  Odysseus and his crew all survived this adventure.

  Why did this happen?

  Give two reasons for your answer.

  Reason 1

  Reason 2

13.  Homer—Odyssey, Books 9, 10 and 12 

  Later Odysseus had to face Scylla or Charybdis.  He chose Scylla.

  Why did Odysseus choose Scylla?
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 14.   Pompeii—79 AD

   The picture below shows a bedroom in a house in Pompeii.

  (a) The walls were decorated with

   (b) The floor is decorated with   
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 14. (continued)

  (c) Would you like to have had a bedroom like this? 

   Tick one box.

   

YES

NO

   Give two reasons for your answer.

   Reason 1

   Reason 2

15.  Pompeii—79 AD

  The picture below shows something that was found at a house in Pompeii.

   

  (a) In which part of the house was it found?

  (b) Why was it there?
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 15. (continued)

  (c) Do you think this would work today? 

   Tick one box.

   

YES

NO

   Give a reason for your answer.

 16. Pompeii—79 AD 

  Going to watch plays was popular in Pompeii.

  (a) Give two examples of the kinds of plays the people of Pompeii watched.

   Example 1

 

   Example 2

  (b) Give evidence to show that the theatre was a popular place in Pompeii.
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 17.  Pompeii—79 AD 

  Today we shop in retail parks and shopping malls.

  (a) Where did the people of Pompeii do their shopping?

  (b) What types of food do you think they would have bought every day?

   Give two examples.

   Example 1

   Example 2

  (c) Why would they have had to shop more often than we do?

   Give two reasons for your answer.

   Reason 1 

   Reason 2

 18. Pompeii—79 AD 

  Religion was important in the lives of the people of Pompeii.

  Do you agree? 

  Tick one box.

   

YES

NO

  Give two reasons for your answer.

  Reason 1

  Reason 2
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 19.  Pompeii—79 AD 

   The picture below shows a shop in Pompeii.

  (a) What do you think the seated woman is doing?

  (b) Do you think it would have been easy to get a job in Pompeii?

   Tick one box.

   

YES

NO

   Give two reasons for your answer.

   Reason 1

   Reason 2
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Question 1—Pottery:  red-figured vessel in the form of  a knucklebone (astragalos), showing 
a male figure, perhaps Aeolus at the mouth of  his cave, directing the dance of  the clouds; 
The Sotades Painter; Reg. No 1860, 1201.2; Image 0037553001.  © The Trustees of  the 
British Museum.  All rights reserved.

Question 2(a)—Vase painting (Ref  TLPE: 169002626).  © Mansell/Getty Images.

Question 2(b) – Attic black-figure pelike (Accession #:  AN1896-1908 G.247) is reproduced 
by kind permission of  Ashmolean Museum, University of  Oxford.

Question 3—Vase painting is taken from “The History of  Greek and Roman Theater” by     
M Bieber.  Published by Princeton University Press.  Permission is being sought from 
Princeton University Press.

Question 4(a)—Vase painting is reproduced by permission of  Staatliche Antikensammlungen 
und Glyptothek München.  Photograph by: Renate Kühling.

Question 14—Photograph of  a bedroom in “Pompeii” by Shecter Lee (Rogers Fund, 1903 
(03.14.13)) is reproduced by kind permission of  The Metropolitan Museum of  Art, New 
York.  Image © The Metropolitan Museum of  Art.

Question 15—Photograph of  Cave Canem mosaic is reproduced by kind permission of    
The Cambridge Schools Classics Project.

Question 19(a)—Stone carving of  a butcher’s shop.  Permission is being sought from Museo 
della Civilita Romana.


