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INTRODUCTION

Here you are in the United States, and you think it is a great country. In fact, you like it so much that you would
like to stay forever and become a citizen. Just wanting to become a citizen, however, is not sufficient. You must
fulfill certain requirements, complete many forms, and follow detailed procedures. The process may be a compli-
cated and lengthy one, but the goal of citizenship is worth the effort. This book will help you work your way
step-by-step from the status of legal visitor or legal resident to that of a citizen of the United States of America.

You will notice the use of the word “legal.” In a few special instances, a person who is in the United States
without legal status can become a citizen, but this is very rare and is not addressed in this book. This book serves as
a handbook for people who are already in the United States, who have entered by legal means, and who have main-
tained legal status.





Part I

GETTING STARTED
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Chapter 1

WHY BECOME A CITIZEN?

If asked why you want to remain in the United States, you could respond quickly with a large number of reasons.
You might say that this is a beautiful country or that many members of your family are here and that you would like
to remain with them. You might mention the economic opportunities open to you and your hopes for a better quality
of life than was possible in your home country. You might speak of war, famine, or political oppression in your
home country. It is easy to think of really good reasons for wanting to stay in this country. Can you just as easily
state your reasons for wanting to become a U.S. citizen?

• Citizens have the privilege of participating in the governments of their school districts, localities, cities, states,
and nation. This means that you can nominate candidates, vote for candidates, and even hold office. (A
naturalized citizen may hold any elected office except those of President and Vice President.)

• When you become a U.S. citizen, you are entitled to carry a U.S. passport. Many countries will admit some-
one with a U.S. passport for tourism or business purposes without requiring a visa. Residents of the United
States who have maintained foreign citizenship must regularly renew their foreign passports and must apply
for a visa to visit many countries. Applying for a visa is usually inconvenient, time-consuming, and costly.
U.S. citizenship can simplify travel.

• A U.S. citizen is free to live outside of the United States for an unlimited period of time. A legal permanent
resident—a green card holder—may not remain outside of the United States for more than one year, except
under special circumstances and with special permission. Life is less complicated and less restricted after you
become a U.S. citizen.

• As a U.S. citizen, you can enjoy the services of U.S. Embassies and Consulates. Emergencies can occur
abroad, and it is reassuring to come under the protection of U.S. officials.

• Most jobs in the U.S. Civil Service are reserved for U.S. citizens. Civil Service employment offers security,
good wages, excellent growth opportunities, and many other benefits. You might think of your U.S. citizen-
ship as a passport to economic success. Citizenship is also required for employment in state and local law
enforcement. For example, if you would like to serve as a police officer or corrections officer, you must first
become a citizen.

• U.S. citizens are entitled to bring members of their immediate families into the United States as permanent
residents without regard to any quota or preference requirements. Your immediate family members include
your parents (if you are over 21), your spouse, and any children you have who are under 21. Individuals who
have green cards but who are not U.S. citizens must usually wait much longer if they want to bring these same
family members into the country.

• Recent legislation has made many law-abiding, permanent-resident, noncitizens ineligible for food stamps and
for certain health and welfare benefits. Unfortunately, even the hardest working people can have bad luck or
be the victims of unforeseen illnesses and accidents. Of course, you hope to never need government health and
welfare benefits, but you might want to protect yourself by becoming a U.S. citizen.

• U.S. citizens also are immune from deportation. Recent legislation has dramatically limited the possibility of
obtaining relief from deportation for long-time, permanent residents who have criminal records. Even green
card holders who have committed certain nonviolent crimes such as shoplifting are considered “aggravated
felons” and are, therefore, deportable. This is true even if they committed those crimes years ago and even if
they served their sentences or had no sentences imposed. We sincerely hope that you will be a law-abiding
citizen, but should you commit a crime as a naturalized citizen, your penalty will not be deportation. The only
U.S. citizen who is subject to deportation is an individual who achieved citizenship through fraudulent
statements.
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Along with the rights and privileges of citizenship come certain responsibilities. Citizens have a duty to in-
form themselves about social issues and political candidates. They should read, listen, and involve themselves in
their communities by speaking up and voting regularly. All citizens should obey all laws, pay their taxes, and be-
have responsibly with respect to the environment. When called upon to sit on juries, citizens should serve willingly
and thoughtfully, and, in times of national emergency, citizens should be willing to serve in the armed forces or
some appropriate alternative.

An immigration examiner may ask you about the duties that accompany U.S. citizenship and may ask you
whether you willingly accept these duties. The examiner may also ask you why you want to be a citizen. Be sure
that you understand the benefits and responsibilities of citizenship before your interview. Reread this chapter before
you go for your final interview. Think about what citizenship means to you so that you will be prepared to answer
these questions.



Part II

THE IMMIGRATION SYSTEM
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Chapter 2

OVERVIEW OF THE
IMMIGRATION SYSTEM

PURPOSES AND GOALS OF THE IMMIGRATION SYSTEM
The immigration laws of the United States have a dual purpose. First, they are intended to facilitate the entry of
persons who are legally admissible as visitors, temporary workers, and immigrants. This includes granting benefits,
such as temporary and permanent residence and naturalization (citizenship). Second, the immigration laws are in-
tended to prevent unlawful entry, employment, or the receipt of benefits (visas, citizenship, and so on) by those who
are not entitled to them.

The U.S. immigration system has three primary goals:

• The first goal is family reunification; our immigration laws are intended to encourage families to stay together.
As a result, the immigration laws make it relatively easy for family members who are already in the United
States to bring immediate family members (parents, children, and spouses) into the country.

• The second aim of our immigration system is to enable employers to hire a citizen of another country when no
qualified U.S. citizen can fill the position.

• The third goal of the current system is to provide refuge for individuals who are fleeing political, religious, or
social persecution.

The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Justice, is responsible
for enforcing immigration laws. The Department of Labor gets involved in immigration matters when employment
issues are involved, and the State Department issues visas abroad.

IMMIGRANT AND NONIMMIGRANT VISAS
As a foreign national (sometimes called an alien), you may not enter the United States unless you have permission
in the form of a visa. Some limited exceptions to this rule exist for tourists from certain countries who plan to stay in
the United States for three months or less and for certain other individuals, but most people need a visa.

Visas are stamps issued by consular officers in embassies and consulates around the world. Visas permit aliens
to enter the United States. When you get a visa stamped in your passport, it means that the consular officer who
authorized the stamp was satisfied, at the time of the stamp’s issuance, that you were coming to the United States for
the stated purpose and that you were not excludable from the United States for any reason.

Visas may be divided into two types: nonimmigrant (temporary) and immigrant (permanent). Nonimmigrant
visas are issued in a wide variety of categories. For example, tourists are usually issued B-1 or B-2 visas; students
are usually issued F-1 or M-1 visas; and temporary workers may be issued any one of several visas (such as H-1B,
H-2B, L-1), depending upon the nature of their job offers and qualifications. Nonimmigrant visas are usually valid
for a limited time. Some nonimmigrant visas are valid for less than one year, and others are indefinitely renewable.

Immigrant visas enable individuals to stay in the United States permanently. The so-called green card is an
identification card issued only to lawful permanent residents (although it hasn’t been green for years).
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Upon entering the United States on a visa (immigrant or nonimmigrant), you receive an I-94 card. The I-94
card governs the terms of your stay in the country. This card lists your visa status (that is, the visa category in which
you have been admitted), the date and place where you entered the United States, and the date by which you must
depart. If you stay longer than the time printed on your I-94 card, you are considered an illegal alien; don’t do it!

What if you are already present in the United States and you would like to stay longer? Depending upon the
circumstances, you might be able to file an application to extend your stay in the same status or to change your
status and, thereby, extend your stay. For example, if you have been admitted as a visitor in the B-1 or B-2 category
for a period of six months and you would like to extend your stay, you can file an application to extend your B-1 or
B-2 status for up to six more months. You will need to obtain the proper form from the INS, submit it with the
correct filing fee and supporting documentation, and wait to receive an approval notice from the INS.

We recommend that you consult with a knowledgeable immigration attorney to make sure that you understand
when you can extend your stay and/or change your status, when you can’t, which documents you must submit, and
how long you may remain in the United States while you are waiting for an answer from the INS. Indeed, we rec-
ommend that you consult with an immigration attorney whenever you are dealing with the immigration system!
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Chapter 3

NONIMMIGRANT VISAS

There are various categories of aliens that may obtain nonimmigrant (temporary) visas. Nonimmigrant visas are usu-
ally identified by a letter and a number. For example, B-1 and B-2 visas are for visitors (tourists and others);  H-1B
visas are for workers in specialty (professional) occupations; F-1 visas are for students; and TN visas are for certain
Canadian and Mexican professionals. We will discuss many of the more commonly used nonimmigrant visas in this
chapter.

As we mentioned previously, some nonimmigrant visas are valid for as short as three months (visitors coming
to the United States on the Visa Waiver  Program, discussed later in this chapter), while others may be renewable
indefinitely (TN visas, certain E visas, and others).

Let’s discuss some of the more common nonimmigrant visas. Notice that many of these nonimmigrant visas
must be obtained by an employer on behalf of an employee. In these cases, the employer is called the petitioner, and
the employee is called the beneficiary. Some nonimmigrant visas may be obtained directly by an alien. We will dis-
cuss some of these visas as well.

You should understand that most nonimmigrant visas are issued for a limited initial period, but many can be
extended for an additional period of months or years.

You also should know that when you are issued a nonimmigrant visa, your dependents may obtain corresponding
visas. However, in most cases, even if your visa authorizes you to work, your dependents’ visas will not authorize
your dependents to work. A dependent may obtain his own work visa if an employer is willing to sponsor him.

Now let’s take a look at those nonimmigrant visas.

B-1 AND B-2 VISITORS
B visas are commonly referred to as visitor’s visas. The B-1 category is for visitors for business, and the B-2 cat-
egory applies to visitors for pleasure. In general, the B-1 visa is used for the purpose of engaging in business but not
for the purpose of being employed. Thus, an alien may qualify for a B-1 visa if he or she is coming to the United
States temporarily to

• engage in commercial transactions that do not involve gainful employment in the United States;

• negotiate contracts;

• consult with business associates;

• litigate;

• participate in a convention or seminar; or

• undertake research.

This list is not exhaustive. The key, however, is that the alien must not accept employment from a U.S. employer.
The B-2 visa is primarily for tourists. People in this category are usually coming to the United States to visit

with friends or family, to see the country, or to attend activities of a social, fraternal, or service nature. As is the case
with B-1 visa holders, individuals holding B-2 visas may not accept employment from a U.S. employer while in the
United States.

B-1 and B-2 visitors may be admitted for periods of up to one year, although most are admitted for periods of
six months or less. If you have entered the United States on a B visa, check your I-94 card to see when your autho-
rized period of stay expires.



Part II The Immigration System

12        www.petersons.com/arco ARCO    ■■■■■     How to Become a U.S. Citizen

The Visa Waiver Program
Individuals from certain countries (mostly those in western Europe) are eligible for the Visa Waiver  Program (VWP).
Individuals who qualify for the VWP do not have to obtain a visitor’s visa before coming to the United States. In-
stead, they simply come to the United States with a valid passport for a period not to exceed 90 days. Individuals
visiting the United States under the VWP may not accept employment from a U.S. employer.

Before coming to the United States on the VWP, you must consider its disadvantages. For one thing, if you
are admitted under the VWP, you may not extend your stay or change your status unless you marry a U.S. citizen. In
general, you can do either one if you arrive on a standard B visa.

F-1 STUDENTS
Many people come to the United States to go to school. Most of these people come on F-1 student visas. An F-1
student is an alien who has been accepted by an approved academic institution for full-time study and who has pre-
sented evidence of sufficient financial support for the period of the academic program in order for the school to
issue a Form I-20. After the school issues a Form I-20, the prospective student must apply to the U.S. Consulate
abroad for an F-1 visa to enter the United States. If the prospective student is in the United States in another status,
she must file an application with the INS for a change of status. It is important to note, however, that the INS may
deny an application for a change to student status (or a change to any other status, for that matter), if it appears that
the individual entered the United States in one capacity (say, as a visitor) with a preconceived intent to change to
student status. Therefore, if an alien does not have clear evidence that she did not have a preconceived intent to
attend school, she should wait between 60 and 90 days before filing an application to change status.

F-1 students are granted a period of stay, which is called duration of status (this is noted as “D/S” on the alien’s
I-94 card). This period is defined as the time required to complete the program of study, plus any authorized period
of post-academic practical training. During the program of study phase, the F-1 visa holder is required to be a full-time
student. For undergraduates, this usually means that the student must register for at least 12 academic credit hours.
For graduate students, the full-time requirement is more flexible.

The rules regarding F-1 status for elementary, middle, and high school students have gotten rather compli-
cated, and we recommend that you consult with an immigration attorney if you are looking into this option.

In certain cases, F-1 students may be authorized to work, either on or off campus. Most schools have a foreign
student adviser who assists the school’s F-1 students with their applications for employment authorization (among
other things).

The dependents of F-1 students are admitted in the F-2 category, and they are not authorized to work.
Another category for nonacademic students exists: the M-1 category. M-1 visas are available to full-time stu-

dents who are attending approved vocational or nonacademic institutions, other than language training schools.

J-1 EXCHANGE VISITORS
J-1 visas are for individuals coming to the United States to participate in an approved exchange program. J-1 visas
are obtained through sponsors of J visa programs. Some of the people who obtain J-1 visas include

• students (although most students have F-1 student visas).

• trainees.

• teachers.

• professors and research scholars.

• foreign medical graduates.

• international visitors.

• government visitors.
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• camp counselors.

• au pairs.

The period of admission for a J-1 visa holder depends upon his program. For example, J-1 teachers may stay
up to three years, but trainees are admitted for 18 months.

Dependents of J-1 visa holders are given J-2 visas. Unlike most dependents, J-2s may apply to the INS for
employment authorization.

H-1B SPECIALTY OCCUPATION WORKERS
People working in specialty (meaning professional) occupations, as well as fashion models, may be eligible for H-1B
visas. In general, an employer can obtain an H-1B visa for a prospective employee if

• the prospective employee has the equivalent of a bachelor’s degree or higher;

• the job is one that ordinarily requires the degree that the prospective employee possesses; and

• the employer can show that it will pay the prospective employee at least the prevailing wage for the position.

Engineers, accountants, teachers, and many software professionals are typical H-1B workers.
An H-1B visa is valid for an initial period of up to three years. The visa may be extended for up to three more

years. Spouses and children are given H-4 status and are not authorized to work.

The H-1B Cap
Under current law (as of January 2002), there is a cap on the number of new H-1B visas that can be issued. For
fiscal year  2002 (beginning October 1, 2001), the cap will be 195,000.  In fiscal year 2003, the cap will remain
195,000, but beginning in fiscal year 2004, the cap will revert back to the old number of 65,000.

H-2B TEMPORARY WORKERS
Employers who want to hire skilled or unskilled aliens in nonagricultural positions for which the employer has a
temporary need and for which U.S. workers are not available may use the H-2B category. Both the job itself and the
employer’s need for the specific alien must be temporary.

An employer must file an application for temporary labor certification with the Department of Labor before
the employer can apply for an H-2B visa on behalf of an alien. The temporary labor certification process is a short
version of the permanent labor certification process discussed in Chapter 4, “Immigrant Visas: Becoming a Lawful
Permanent Resident.” The temporary labor certification process, which usually takes two to four months, is used to
determine whether there are U.S. workers who can perform the job for which the employer is seeking to fill.

An H-2B visa is valid for an initial period of up to one year. An employer may file up to two applications to
extend an alien’s H-2B visa, but the employer must go through the entire temporary labor certification process again
if filing for an extension.

Dependents of H-2B aliens are given H-4 status, and they are not authorized to work.

L-1 INTRACOMPANY TRANSFEREES
The L-1 intracompany transferee visa is for individuals who have worked abroad for a company for one continuous
year within the past three years in an executive, managerial, or specialized knowledge capacity and who are being
transferred temporarily to work in an executive, managerial, or specialized knowledge capacity for a qualifying, re-
lated business entity (consult with an immigration lawyer to get an understandable translation of these terms!). Large
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companies and companies that have obtained approvals for at least ten L-1 petitions during the previous 12 months
may file an L-1 blanket petition for several aliens at one time. Special rules apply for people who are being trans-
ferred to open new offices in the United States.

Individual L-1 petitions may be granted for an initial period of up to three years. All L visa holders may ex-
tend their visas for up to two years, and managers and executives may extend their visas for still another two years.
Family members are given L-2 status and, pursuant to a law that became effective on January 16, 2002, may apply
for permission to work.

E-1 AND E-2 TREATY TRADERS AND INVESTORS
E visas are for investors and traders who want to carry on their trade or business in the United States, if their home
country has a treaty of commerce and navigation with the United States. According to the statute, an E-1 treaty trader
comes to the United States “solely to carry on trade of a substantial nature, which is international in scope, either on
the alien’s behalf or as an employee of a foreign person or organization engaged in trade principally between the
United States and the foreign state of which the alien is a national. . .” Thus, among other things, the alien and the
alien’s employer must be the nationality of the country with which the United States has a treaty of commerce and
navigation.

The statute says that an E-2 Treaty Investor is an alien who has invested or is in the process of investing “a
substantial amount of capital in a bona fide enterprise in the United States . . . and is seeking entry solely to develop
and direct the enterprise.”

An employee of an E-1 or E-2 visa holder may be classified as E-1 or E-2 if he will be engaged in duties of an
executive, managerial, or supervisory nature or if the employee has special qualifications that make his services es-
sential to the efficient operation of the enterprise.

In most cases, E visas are issued for an initial period of two  years. E visa holders may extend their stays in
increments of up to two years, and there is no maximum number of extensions.  Spouses and children are given the
same classification as the principal alien and may apply for permision to work.

TN VISAS FOR CANADIAN AND MEXICAN PROFESSIONALS
Under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), Canadians and Mexicans working in certain desig-
nated professions qualify for TN visas. Canadians who are part of this designated group of professionals can be ad-
mitted to the United States for indefinitely renewable one-year periods without having to obtain prior INS approval.
A Canadian professional must simply come to the border and present documentation that he has a job offer in one of
the designated fields and that he possesses the qualifications required for that field. The border official will then
stamp a TN visa in the Canadian’s passport, and the alien may enter the United States.

The process is somewhat different for Mexican professionals. The alien’s employer must apply for TN status
on the alien’s behalf in much the same way that an employer would apply for an H-1B visa. The advantage, how-
ever, is that there is no limit on the period that the alien may remain in  TN status.

Dependents of TN aliens are given TD status. They are not authorized to work.

K-1 FIANCE(E)S
The K-1 visa is for fiance(e)s of U.S. citizens. An alien and his minor children may enter the United States on a K-1
visa if the couple can show that

• they have previously met in person within two years of the date of filing the petition (in most cases);

• they have a bona fide intention to marry; and

• they are legally able and actually willing to marry within 90 days after the alien’s arrival.
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K-3 AND K-4 SPOUSES AND CHILDREN OF U.S. CITIZENS
WHO ARE ABROAD

The Legal Immigration and Family Equity Act of 2000 (the “LIFE” Act) added two new K visas: the K-3 and
K-4 visas.  These visas allow the spouses of U.S. citizens (K-3), as well as the foreign spouse’s minor children (K-
4), to join the U.S. citizen in the United States while waiting for their green cards.  Previously, aliens who married
U.S. citizens abroad would have to wait outside the United States for months or years while the INS and State De-
partment processed their cases.  This was in contrast to an alien who married a U.S. citizen in the United States.  The
latter individuals were (and still are) permitted to stay in the U.S. while their cases are being processed.

To obtain K status, the U.S. citizen must file a petition with the INS for the foreign spouse (and his or her
children, if any) and file a new, separate K petition as well.  Once the K petition is approved, the foreign spouse and
children may apply for the K visa in the country where the marriage took place.

V VISAS FOR SPOUSES AND CHILDREN OF PERMANENT
RESIDENTS

The LIFE Act of 2000 also created the V visa.  This visa is designed to reduce the severe backlogs for families of
green card holders.  The V classification is for certain spouses of permanent residents, as well as their minor chil-
dren, who have waited at least three years to have their initial petitions processed.  We will talk more about the
system for obtaining green cards in Chapter 4, but for now, suffice it to say that spouses and children of green card
holders typically have to wait a long time to be considered for green cards themselves.  This new visa gives those
people who have already been waiting three years a chance to enter the U.S. and join their spouse or, if they are
already in the U.S. in some other status (or no status), to obtain the V classification, to stay, and to work.

The K and V visas are unique in that they are  the only nonimmigrant visas in which the applicant must clearly
show his intention to stay in the United States rather than return abroad after the authorized stay expires.

OTHER NONIMMIGRANT VISAS
Many other nonimmigrant visas exist. For example, there are R-1 visas for religious workers; O-1  visas for aliens
of extraordinary ability; and P-1, P-2, and P-3 visas for artists, entertainers, and athletes. If you think you may qualify
for one of these nonimmigrant visas, we suggest that you talk to an immigration lawyer to discuss your options.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY A NONIMMIGRANT
If you are here in the United States on a nonimmigrant visa, you should keep certain things in mind.

Stay Legal
Whatever your current status is, do not let it expire. The person who has allowed his legal permission to lapse is at a
disadvantage as an applicant for permanent status and later for citizenship. Be careful to fulfill all the conditions of
your current visa and do not violate any of its restrictions.
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Watch Dates
Until you become a citizen of the United States, you are the citizen of some other country. Your passport is issued
by your home  country, and it must remain up-to-date. This means that you must take steps to renew your passport
regularly. Because you are not physically in the country that issued the passport, you must deal with that country’s
consulate in the United States. The process may take considerably longer than you expect. Six months before your
passport’s expiration date, you should contact your country’s consulate, make inquiries, and begin the renewal ap-
plication process.

Remember that the I-94 card that you received when you entered the United States is stamped with the date of
arrival and with the date by which you must leave. Keep track of that date and do not let it pass.

You will lose your legal status if you overstay the date on your I-94. If you extend your visa or change your
nonimmigrant status to a visa that permits you to remain for a longer period of time, you have to turn in your I-94
card to the INS for updating. When you get your I-94 card back from the INS, check to make certain that the new
date has been entered accurately. Follow-through is your responsibility. Be alert and insistent.

If you are in the United States on a temporary visa of any kind, you must be careful not to let that visa expire.

Do Not Violate the Terms of Your Visa
As we discussed, some of these visas are designed for the purpose of permitting their holders to work in the United
States. Others specifically prohibit the holder from working. In fact, some temporary visas are issued only to appli-
cants who submit proof that they have access to adequate funds to support themselves while in this country so that
they will not need to work. Most student visas and tourist visas fall into this category.

If your visa restricts you from working, but you find and accept a job, you are violating the terms of your visa.
In effect, you are endangering your legal status. Don’t do it! You may be seriously endangering your chances for
citizenship. If circumstances have changed and you must earn money to cover living expenses while in school, for
example, you may file a special application for permission to work. Your school can help you by signing  Form
I-538, Certification by Designated School Official. If you are in the United States legally, find that you must work,
and are not a student, consult with a qualified immigration attorney to determine whether you qualify for a valid
work visa. For example, if you have the equivalent of a bachelor’s degree (or better) and you have been offered a
job in your field, you may qualify for a H-1B visa. If so, talk to the company that offered you the job to see whether
the employer is willing to sponsor you for a H-1B visa. Remember, however, that you may not start working for the
company until the INS has approved the petition for the visa.

Try Not to Make Changes before the First Three Months
Even though it is relatively easy to extend the authorized stay of a visa or to change your status from, for example, a
tourist visa to a student visa, you should not try to make any changes in the first three months of your stay in the
United States. Regardless of your total honesty in originally applying for a six-month visitor’s visa, if you attempt to
extend your stay or change your status too quickly, the INS may misinterpret your intentions. The INS is likely to
assume that you really intended to stay in this country for a much longer period. If the INS suspects that you mis-
stated your intentions, it may not believe other statements you make when you apply for immigrant status, which
may make the whole process more difficult for you.

After you have been in the United States for three months, you can apply for a visa extension or change with-
out arousing suspicion. It is assumed that three months is a long enough period in which you might reasonably change
your mind or discover legitimate reasons to remain in another capacity.

You may find the whole process easier to understand by following an example. Your own situation will be
different, of course, but Carla’s story in this example is not an unusual one.

At the age of 16, Carla Rojas was an Argentine citizen with an Argentine passport. Carla’s
mother received a grant from the Argentine government to come to the United States as an
exchange student for special training to make her a more effective English teacher in Argen-
tina. As an exchange visitor, Carla’s mother was issued a J-1 visa, which would be valid for
the two-year duration of her course of study. (All J visa holders are issued visas for the pe-
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riod of time necessary to complete their programs. This period is referred to as duration of
status and is noted as “D/S” on their I-94 cards.) The terms of the grant included both tuition
and living expenses. As a dependent child, Carla accompanied her mother. Carla was issued
a J-2 visa. While her mother attended college classes as provided in her grant, Carla attended
the local public high school in the same town in which the university was located and earned
a high school diploma.

At the end of the two-year period, Carla’s mother prepared to return to Argentina, but Carla
wanted to stay in the United States. Carla applied to another local university that offered a
program in her field of interest, preschool education, and was accepted into the freshman class.
Carla’s mother agreed to pay for her tuition, but she could not afford to pay for her room
and board as well. Luckily, Dr. and Mrs. Turner offered to let Carla live in their home. Dr.
and Mrs. Turner had come to know and respect Carla and her mother over the previous two
years and were delighted at the prospect of having Carla with them and their children.

Carla called the INS forms line at 1-800-870-3676 and asked for the following forms:

• I-539 Application to Extend/Change Nonimmigrant Status (Carla’s completed Form
I-539 begins on the next page.)

• I-134 Affidavit of Support (Dr. Turner’s completed Form I-134 begins on page 21; her
mother probably filled one out, too.)

Carla then made photocopies of the completed Forms I-539 and I-134 and a copy (front and
back) of the I-94 card she had received from the INS officers at the airport when she first
arrived in the United States. The I-94 card, stamped with her date of entry, date of intended
departure, and nonimmigrant status category, would serve as proof that Carla had entered
and remained in the United States legally. Carla hated to let that card out of her possession,
but she had to send it along with her request for change of status so that it could be updated
by the INS. The INS would send her a new card to reflect her new status as holder of an F-1
visa and would print a new date showing that a change of status had been granted. She also
photocopied her passport, including its expiration date, her birth certificate, her high school
diploma, and her admissions letter. Carla gathered the originals of Forms I-539 and I-134
and her I-94 card, photocopies of the supporting documents and of her copy of Form I-20,
and the required filing fee and sent them by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the
appropriate INS office as directed on the Form I-539 for individuals changing to F status.

You will note that Carla mailed photocopies of documents that might prove impossible or very difficult to
replace while mailing originals of the forms that she, her mother, and Dr. Turner had completed. The INS always
wants originals with live, handwritten signatures on its own forms; all other documents should be submitted as pho-
tocopies unless the original is specifically requested, as is the case with the I-94 card. Carla filed a photocopy of her
student copy of her I-20 in order to submit a complete package; the college should have filed an original document
directly with the INS. Carla also went to the expense of mailing the package by certified mail with return receipt
requested. Mail sometimes does go astray. The mailing receipt proves the fact and date of mailing. The delivery
receipt proves the fact and date that the packet was received by the INS. Establishing these dates can save your
application in situations governed by a deadline. Papers do get lost in transit and in government offices. Keep copies
of every paper that passes through your hands and staple to each a packet of copies and official proofs of mailing
and receipt.
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This is how Dr. Turner completed Form I-134:
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Carla also requested that the college file Form I-20 with the INS on her behalf. The college sent Carla the
student copy of Form I-20. It looked like this:





www.petersons.com/arco        25ARCO    ■■■■■     How to Become a U.S. Citizen

Chapter 4

IMMIGRANT VISAS: BECOMING A
LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENT

WHAT IS AN IMMIGRANT VISA?
An immigrant visa enables a person to stay in the United States permanently. The green card is an identification
card issued only to lawful permanent residents, or LPRs. The green card is officially referred to as Form I-551, Per-
manent Resident Card. Many years ago, green cards were in fact green. Over the years, their color has been changed
a number of times, but they are still called green cards.

WHY OBTAIN A GREEN CARD?
There are many advantages to having a green card (as opposed to a simple nonimmigrant visa). For one thing, if you
have a green card, you are free to take virtually any job in the United States. In contrast, if you have, for example,
an H-1B visa, you may not work for anyone except the employer that sponsored you for the H-1B visa.

Second, individuals who have green cards may sponsor family members for green cards (although their family
members probably will have to wait much longer for their green cards than the family members of U.S. citizens).

Third, traveling with a green card is much easier than with a nonimmigrant visa. Green card holders can make
their way through the immigration line at the airport much faster than people who have nonimmigrant visas (al-
though U.S. citizens have the easiest time of all!).

HOW DO I OBTAIN A GREEN CARD?
You can obtain a green card in several ways:

• Family-based immigration.

• Employment-based immigration.

• Filing an application for refugee status or for asylum.

• Winning the Diversity Visa (DV) lottery.

Remember that this is only a summary of the immigrant visa process. We suggest that you consult with an
experienced immigration lawyer before beginning the process for yourself.

Family-Based Immigration
If you are an alien with a “qualifying family relationship,” you might be able to obtain a green card. Two basic
categories of family-sponsored immigrants exist: immediate relatives and preference immigrants.
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Immediate Relatives
Immediate relatives include spouses of U.S. citizens, unmarried minor children (under 21) of U.S. citizens (includ-
ing stepchildren), parents of U.S. citizens (provided that the citizen petitioner is at least 21 years old), and certain
spouses of deceased U.S. citizens. There are no numerical limits on the number of visas that can be issued to imme-
diate relatives. In addition, aliens who qualify as immediate relatives usually get their green cards faster than aliens
in any other family-based category.

If you marry a U.S. citizen and he sponsors you for a green card, you should know that the INS will scrutinize
your marriage closely. The INS will look for proof that your marriage is legitimate and that you didn’t get married
just to get a green card. In INS parlance, they are looking for “evidence of your life together.” Among other things,
you should submit photographs of your wedding, photographs of any vacations that you took together, statements
showing that you have joint bank accounts, copies of your life insurance policies showing that you are each other’s
beneficiaries, copies of any property leases that list you both on the lease, and copies of the deeds to any property
that you own that shows joint ownership of the property.

Preference Immigrants
Preference immigrants are those aliens who are not immediate relatives but who do have qualifying family relation-
ships. These qualifying relationships fall into four categories, which the INS refers to as “preference categories.”
The preference categories are part of a larger preference system, which is the system that the government uses to
allocate available visas to non-immediate relatives. Under current law, at least 226,000 family preference visas are
issued each year. You can find the exact number of visas allocated to each preference category in the Visa Bulletin,
which is published each month by the State Department. The State Department posts this information (and lots of
other useful information) on its Web site at http://travel.state.gov.

The preference categories are as follows:

• First Preference: Unmarried adult sons or daughters of U.S. citizens, including those over age 21 (in immi-
gration lingo, a child is a person under 21; a son or daughter may be any age).

• Second Preference: This category is divided into two parts:

• Spouses and minor children of LPRs (green card holders).

• Unmarried adult sons or daughters of LPRs.

• Third Preference: Married sons or daughters of adult U.S. citizens.

• Fourth Preference: Sisters and brothers of adult U.S. citizens.

Unlike immediate relatives, who are eligible to receive green cards fairly quickly, preference immigrants usually
have to wait a long time to get green cards. In some categories, the waiting period can be as long as 12 years!

Derivative Beneficiaries
One nice thing about the immigration laws is that they generally permit an entire family to obtain their green cards
at the same time. Thus, if Frank, a U.S. citizen, marries Maria, an alien with three kids, Maria and her children are
all deemed immediate relatives, and all are eligible to receive green cards (the kids are Frank’s stepchildren). In
immigration lingo, Maria is the principal alien, and her kids are derivative beneficiaries.
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Employment-Based Immigration
You may also obtain a green card through employment. If you find an employer willing to sponsor you (or if you fit
into certain narrow categories in which you can sponsor yourself), you may be able to become a permanent resident.
Under current law, only 140,000 people may obtain green cards through employment-based immigration each year.

Like family-based immigration, employment-based immigration uses a preference system. The preference cat-
egories for employment-based immigration are as follows:

• First Preference: There are three groups of first preference workers:

• Workers of extraordinary ability in the arts, sciences, education, business, or athletics
(these individuals can self-petition—that is, sponsor themselves)

• Outstanding professors and researchers

• Certain multinational executives and managers

••••• Second Preference: There are two groups of second preference workers:

• Members of the professions holding advanced degrees

• Workers of exceptional ability in the sciences, arts, or business

••••• Third Preference: There are three groups of third preference workers:

• Professionals

• Skilled workers

• Other workers

••••• Fourth Preference: Special immigrants (religious workers, persons seeking reacquisition of citizenship,
certain U.S. employees abroad, persons who served honorably for 12 years in the armed services on active
duty, and others).

••••• Fifth Preference: People who invest at least $1 million in a new commercial enterprise employing at least 10
full-time U.S. workers. If the investment is made in a target area of high unemployment, the alien must invest
only $500,000.

The vast majority of people seeking employment-based immigrant visas are covered by the first three preference
categories. Very few people fit into the fourth and fifth preference categories.

Remember that in most cases, an employer must sponsor an employee for an employment-based immigrant
visa; if you are an employee, you cannot obtain this kind of visa on your own. A few types of individuals may
self-petition; these include first-preference workers of “extraordinary ability” and second-preference workers who
can prove that they are serving the “national interest” of the United States.

In addition, an employer who sponsors an individual for a green card in either the second or third preference
category must (with a few exceptions) complete the Labor Certification process before filing a petition for a green
card on behalf of that individual. The Application for Labor Certification is filed with the Department of Labor and
is used to prove that the employer’s hiring needs cannot be met by U.S. workers. Unfortunately, the Labor Certifica-
tion process is extremely slow and cumbersome.

As you can see, the process of obtaining a green card through employment is very complicated. For that rea-
son, we recommend that you consult an immigration attorney before starting the process.

Refugees and People Seeking Asylum
A refugee is someone who is outside the country of his or her nationality and who is unable or unwilling to return to
or avail himself of the protection of that country, because of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution on
account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion. Refugees are eli-
gible for green cards.

An asylee is someone who is physically present or arriving in the United States and who otherwise meets the
definition of a refugee.
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The United States accepts a limited number of refugees each year. There is no limit on the number of people
who may be granted asylum each year, but only 10,000 may become LPRs each year.

The Diversity Visa (DV) Lottery
Since the early 1990s, the government has held a green card lottery. The government allocates 55,000 immigrant
visas each year to provide immigration opportunities for people from countries other than the principal sources of
immigration to the United States. Thus, the lottery is the government’s attempt to put some diversity into the immi-
gration system.

The DV lottery program divides the world into six geographical regions: Africa, Asia, Europe, North America,
Oceania, and South America/Central America/Caribbean.

The greatest number of visas are allotted to regions with lower rates of immigration. No one country can re-
ceive more than 3,850 diversity visas in any one year, and people from countries that have sent more than 50,000
immigrants to the United States in the past five years are not eligible to enter the lottery. A computer selects lottery
winners. In general, the country from which you enter the lottery is the country in which you were born, but you
may be able to enter from the eligible country of your spouse’s birth if your own country is ineligible. In addition,
you must  have either the equivalent of a high school education or two years of work experience within the past five
years in an occupation that requires at least two years of training or experience.

During a short period each year, lottery applications may be filed, and the filing period is likely to change
from year to year. The lottery is administered by the State Department rather than by the INS. You can call the State
Department at 202-331-7199 to get information about eligibility, filing dates, and procedures.

If you have already applied for an immigrant visa in a preference category and want to know how soon your
number will be reached, you can call 202-663-1541. You may also consult the State Department’s Web site at http://
travel.state.gov. If you learn that you are in for a long wait, you may consider entering the lottery as well. You have
nothing to lose by entering the green card lottery, so follow instructions and do so. If you are not selected, try again
next year. Remember, though, that this is a lottery. You are competing with many other entrants; winning a green
card is by no means guaranteed. Still, there is no harm in trying. You may enter only once in each lottery year.

No fee is charged for entering the green card lottery, and no official form must be filled out. However, you
must include all of the following information, typed or printed in English, on a plain piece of paper:

1. Your full name. Underline your family name.

2. The day, month, and year you were born.

3. The place in which you were born—city or town; district, county, or province; and country. In naming the
country in which you were born, use the current name of that place (Bosnia rather than Yugoslavia, for
instance).

4. The country you are claiming as your native country for purposes of this lottery if your own birthplace is not
eligible. You should state that this is the birthplace of your spouse or of one of your parents if neither was
born in or is a resident of the country in which you were born.

5. Names, dates of birth, and places of birth of your spouse and children if you have any.

6. Your full mailing address and, if possible, your telephone number.

7. A recent photograph of you, your spouse, and all of your children.  The photographs should be 2 inches
(50mm) square, with the name and date of birth of each family member printed on the back. Tape this (do not
staple or clip it) onto the application paper.

8. Your signature written in the alphabet of your native country.

If you fail to provide all of the information listed, your application will be disqualified. Submit your lottery entry in
a plain envelope by ordinary mail or airmail. The envelope must be between 6 and 10 inches long and 3½ and 4½
inches wide. Do not use an express or messenger service. Above your return address in the upper-left corner, note
the country that you are claiming as your native country for lottery purposes.
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The mailing address for submitting DV applications has changed.  Applicants for the DV-2003 lottery (held
during the month of October 2001) were directed to mail their entries to one of six addresses in Kentucky.  If you
are not certain of which region your country belongs to, a call to the State Department at the phone number listed
previously should give you that information.

EXAMPLE: An applicant who was born in Australia and now lives in Spain may submit one entry to the
appropriate address for Oceania; the envelope should look like this:

6" - 10" or 15 cm - 25 cm

3 1/2" - 4 1/2"
or

9 cm - 11 cm

Australia
Applicant's full Name
Street Address
City, Province, Postal Code
Spain

DV-2003 Program
5005 Visa Crest
Migrate, KY 41905-5000
U.S.A

EXAMPLE

If, for instance, the applicant’s country is Australia (in Oceania), this address would be used.

ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS
Before 1952, aliens had to obtain their immigrant visas at a U.S. Consulate abroad. Usually, this was done in their
home country. Since 1952, however, aliens who qualify may adjust their status to that of a permanent resident with-
out leaving the United States. The term, adjustment of status refers only to the process of becoming a legal perma-
nent resident within the U.S. by filing an application with the INS. It does not apply to a situation in which an alien
changes her status from one nonimmigrant category to another or to a situation in which an alien obtains her immi-
grant visa at a U.S. Consulate abroad.

Most people who are in the United States see many advantages to using the adjustment of status process. Fore-
most among these is the fact that they can save the time and expense of returning home to obtain their green cards.

Let’s briefly discuss the adjustment of status process.

When You Adjust Your Status
In general, an alien who entered the United States legally may adjust her status to that of a permanent resident if (1)
she applies for adjustment of status, (2) she is eligible to receive an immigrant visa and is admissible to the United
States for permanent residence, and (3) an immigrant visa is immediately available to her at the time she files her
application for adjustment of status. This means that, in most cases, an alien who is not in legal immigration status
on the date she files the application, an alien who has failed to maintain continuous legal status (other than through
no fault of her own) since entering the United States, or an alien who has worked illegally in the United States may
not adjust her status. Certain other groups of people are also ineligible for adjustment of status (e.g., crewmen, most
people who entered the United States on the Visa Waiver  Program, and others).

In addition, spouses and fiance(e)s of U.S. citizens seeking permanent residence as immediate relatives obtain
only “conditional permanent residence” status if their marriage is less than two years old at the time their application
is processed. The Conditional Resident Alien (CRA) and his or her U.S. citizen spouse must file another form two
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years after the original application is adjudicated to remove the conditions on permanent residence. This form is
generally accompanied by evidence showing that the parties entered into the marriage in good faith and are still
married to each other. The CRA process is designed to prevent marriage fraud (getting married just to get a green
card).

There are several exceptions to the general rules outlined here. Without going through all of them (you may
want to consult with an immigration lawyer if you have questions about the process), perhaps the most significant
exception relates to immediate relatives. Immediate relatives are generally eligible for adjustment of status, even if
they failed to continuously maintain their legal status since entering the United States, are out of status when they
file the application, or even if they engaged in unauthorized employment. Nevertheless, even immediate relatives
should make every effort to stay in status and work only with INS authorization.

Finally, you should know that the entire adjustment of status process is discretionary in nature. That means
that the INS is entitled to deny your application, even if you think you meet all of the requirements. However, the
INS normally grants applications for adjustment of status if you are eligible for it and if there are no negative fac-
tors.

How You Adjust Your Status
If you are trying to get a green card based on a family relationship (and assuming that you are not in removal/depor-
tation proceedings), you must file your application for adjustment of status with the local INS office. If you are an
immediate relative of a U.S. citizen, you can generally file your petition for the green card (Form I-130), Applica-
tion for Adjustment of Status (Form I-485), and an Application for Employment Authorization (Form I-765) at the
same time.

If you have applied for an employment-based green card, you (or your employer) should file the application
with the appropriate INS Regional Service Center.

Whatever category you use as the basis of your application, you may be surprised at the number of documents
that you must file. Among other things, you must submit the following:

• Form I-485

• Form G-325A, Biographic Information Form

• Form I-94, Departure Record (or other evidence that you entered the United States legally)

• Results of your medical examination, recorded on Form I-693

• Birth certificate/other proof of birth

• Photographs

• Marriage certificate (if required)

• Proof of immediate eligibility for visa

• Form I-864, Affidavit of Support, and supporting documents (three years of federal tax returns, letter from
employer, and so on) if you are applying on the basis of a family relationship; if your application is based on
employment or on winning the DV Lottery, you must file Form I-134, Affidavit of Support, and supporting
documents

• Filing fee

What You Should Do while Your Application Is Pending
When you file your adjustment of status documents, you will receive a receipt (if you file locally) or a receipt notice
(if you file by mail at a regional service center). Don’t lose this document! It is your proof that you filed for adjust-
ment of status.
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If you leave the United States without INS permission while your application for Adjustment of Status is pending,
you may be denied permission to return. The INS requires that you file Form I-131, Application for Travel Docu-
ment, before you leave. On the form, you must list the dates that you plan to travel and the reason for your travel.
You should then wait to receive INS approval before leaving the country.  You should also be aware of the three-
and ten-year bars to readmission, which you may trigger if you have been “unlawfully present” in the U.S. for more
than 180 days and you leave the country (see Chapter 5 for a discussion of this matter).

The Final Interview
Eventually, you will be summoned to the local office of the INS for the final stage of the process: the interview. At
the interview, you will be placed under oath by an INS examiner. The examiner will review all of the documents
that you filed with the INS (and with the Department of Labor, if it is an employment-based case). He will ask you a
number of questions. Among other things, the examiner will review the biographical information on Form I-485
with you and correct any errors. He will also ask you the questions on page 5 of Form I-485 that relate to various
bases for exclusion from the United States (e.g., “Have you ever been deported? Do you intend to engage in espio-
nage?”). If yours is an employment-based case, the examiner may ask you questions about your job. If you have not
been employed but you have been present in the United States for a long time, the examiner is sure to ask you ques-
tions designed to see whether you have engaged in unauthorized employment (this is not an issue for immediate
relatives). He will also review the results of your medical examination.

If you are applying for permanent residence and adjustment of status at the same time based on your marriage
to a U.S. citizen, the officer will probably ask to see evidence of your life together. He may then ask you and your
spouse several questions that are supposed to help determine whether you really live together. The officer may ques-
tion you as a couple or individually.

If all goes well at the interview, the examiner will usually give you the good news. Sometimes, he will tell you
that you must provide additional evidence. Eventually, assuming that you have satisfied the examiner that your case
is a good one, he will issue an approval, and place  a stamp in your passport that states that you are a permanent
resident (or conditional permanent resident, as the case may be). Several months later, the INS will mail you the
green card itself.

As we told you previously, you may find it worthwhile to speak with a knowledgeable immigration attorney
about your case. Even if your situation does not present any special problems, the immigration laws are so compli-
cated and the procedures change so often that it makes sense to talk to a professional before you start the process.

Call the bar association (lawyers’ professional organization) of your city, county, or state for the names of
lawyers who specialize in this field and who offer their services at reasonable fees. You can also ask a friend or
relative who went through the process for the name of a good immigration lawyer, but be sure to interview any
lawyer that he recommends. Although each case is slightly different, following one person’s story can help you to
sort out the steps. Let us return now to Carla, the case study example used in Chapter 3.

With the permission granted by her F-1 visa, Carla entered college and proceeded through
her course of study. She kept track of the expiration date of her Argentine passport and re-
newed it months before it expired. Then, as she began her last year of schooling, she met
David. Carla and David dated through most of the year, and fell in  love. They announced
their engagement and gave themselves a big party to celebrate. Friends had alerted them to
the INS requirement for documentation, so they had their engagement announced in the news-
paper and took lots of photos at the party. As their wedding date approached, they hired a
hall and contracted for all the services that go with a wedding. They labeled a folder, “Our
Wedding,” and kept copies of contracts and receipts in it. The folder also held a copy of the
invitation list and, eventually, a photocopy of the marriage license and marriage certificate.
A friend videotaped the wedding as his wedding gift.

Carla was moving from the Turner residence, and David’s apartment was tiny, so they rented
a new apartment and had both their names entered upon the lease as husband and wife. Then
they began filling out forms.
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David completed Form I-130, Petition for Alien Relative. Here is how the completed form
looked:
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Carla completed Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Resident or Adjust Status:
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Both David and Carla filled out Forms G-325A:
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Carla went to a doctor on the INS list and had a complete physical examination (in some
jurisdictions, you may wait until you receive your interview notice before having the physi-
cal examination; ask at your local INS office). The doctor filled out Form I-693, Medical
Exam of Aliens Seeking Adjustment of Status (see the Forms Appendix for a sample) and
placed it in a sealed envelope (the envelope was to be opened by the INS examiner at her
interview).

David completed an I-864, Affidavit of Support. David also enclosed a letter from his em-
ployer stating his current salary, copies of his last three federal tax returns, copies of his most
recent bank statements, and photocopies of all his stock certificates and U.S. Savings Bonds.

Carla and David worked together to complete the application package. They included a pho-
tocopy of Carla’s I-94 card, a photocopy of Carla’s passport, a photocopy of the Approval
Notice that she received from the INS when she changed her status from J-2 to F-2, a photo-
copy of her birth certificate, and a translation of her birth certificate prepared by a friend
fluent in both Spanish and English. At the end of the translation, Carla’s friend wrote and
signed the following statement:

I hereby certify that I translated this document from Spanish to English. This translation is
accurate and complete. I further certify that I am fully competent to translate from Spanish
to English.

Carla’s friend then had her translation notarized.

They also enclosed four  photographs of Carla and two  photographs of David, all comply-
ing with the required specifications.
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In addition, they included a photocopy of their marriage certificate, a photocopy of David’s birth certificate,
and all the proofs required to be attached to David’s Affidavit of Support (I-864).
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David had a good job, but Carla was eager to go to work and did not know how long she would have to wait
for her green card, so she completed Form I-765, Application for Employment Authorization.

This is how Carla completed Form I-765:
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Carla and David made photocopies of their entire submission so they would have a complete record of
everything that they would file. Then Carla and David went down to the local office of the INS to file all of
the documents in person (this can be done in family-immigration cases but not in most other cases). The
INS Information Officer gave the couple a receipt that showed which documents they filed and when they
filed them.

Some months after filing these documents, Carla and David were summoned to appear for an interview.
They brought to the interview originals of all documents of which they had filed photocopies. In addition,
they brought along copies of all of the documents that they filed previously, their wedding folder, their
wedding album and videotape, and snapshots taken of them together since their wedding day. At the interview,
an examiner checked all of the forms and documentation that Carla and David had submitted.

Then the INS examiner questioned David and Carla separately. The questions concerned daily living habits,
what they had eaten for dinner the previous Saturday, what activities they like to do together, and where
they met. David and Carla are married and are living together so they should have had no trouble answering
the questions, but it is easy to get confused under this type of questioning. Fortunately, they had been
warned by friends that they would have to submit to this type of questioning, called a “Stokes interview,” so
they did their best to answer politely. The process may be unpleasant and even insulting, but the end result,
the green card, is worth it. So smile, as they did.

At the conclusion of the interview, Carla and David were told that Carla would indeed be granted Conditional
Resident Alien (CRA) status. (Remember that Carla and David had been married less than two years at the
time they filed their papers.) To remove the conditions and obtain a permanent green card for Carla, the
couple waited almost two years and then filed Form I-751, Petition to Remove the Conditions on Residence.
This form should be filed 90 days before the second anniversary of the granting of CRA status. Along with
this form, Carla and David submitted a photocopy of Carla’s conditional green card and documents proving
that Carla and David entered into the marriage in good faith and were in fact still married. Among other
things, Carla and David submitted copies of the birth certificate of their son Adam, who was born within
the two-year period, their joint tax returns, insurance policies naming each other as beneficiaries, joint loan
agreements, and sworn affidavits from people who knew the couple.
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Carla and David’s Form I-751 looked like this:
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They photocopied Form I-751 and all the accompanying documentation and sent everything by certified
mail, return receipt requested, to the INS Regional Service Center. Then they waited.

About three months later, they were summoned to appear for an interview. By now David and Carla had a
suitcase full of documents to carry to the INS office. They brought all the materials they had brought to the
original green card interview and copies of the materials sent with the petition requesting removal of the
conditions. In addition, they brought an album of photographs of them together taken during the past two
years. They also brought little Adam.

David and Carla answered all of the INS examiner’s questions politely, and the interview was soon over.
Shortly thereafter, Carla received a Permanent Resident  card, Form I-551.
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Chapter 5

THE 1996 IMMIGRATION LAWS

INTRODUCTION TO THE 1996 IMMIGRATION LAWS
In 1996, two important new immigration laws took effect: the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act (IIRAIRA) and the Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA). Many congressmen and
senators claimed that these laws would control illegal immigration. Although people have argued over the success
of IIRAIRA and AEDPA in limiting illegal immigration, almost everyone agrees that these laws contain provisions
that can have extremely harsh consequences on families, legal immigrants, and others who would like to enter the
United States legally. As a person who is interested in eventually becoming a U.S. citizen, it is important for you to
understand what these laws say and how you can avoid their (potentially) harsh consequences.

If you would like to read IIRAIRA and/or the AEDPA in their entirety, you can find them at the INS Web site,
located at www.ins.usdoj.gov/. By the way, this Web site contains a wealth of information on a wide variety of im-
migration topics.

SUMMARY OF KEY PROVISIONS
Some of the most significant aspects of the new laws include the following:

• Expansion of the definition of aggravated felony and the limitation of relief from deportation for people
convicted of aggravated felonies, regardless of the date of conviction.

• New public charge provisions.

• Bars to admissibility for unlawful presence in the United States.

Although IIRAIRA and AEDPA contain many other important new provisions (for example, the laws created
a new expedited removal process for certain people and eliminated a judicial review for many kinds of cases), we
will focus on these three issues.

Aggravated Felony Provisions
Of course, aliens who have been convicted of or who admit to having committed certain crimes have always been
treated harshly under the immigration laws, as well they should. Even under prior law, aliens who committed crimes
of moral turpitude (usually defined as conduct that is inherently base, vile, or depraved, or contrary to accepted rules
of morality), drug offenders, aliens convicted of multiple crimes, and aliens seeking to enter the United States to
engage in espionage, sabotage, or any other unlawful activity were deemed excludable. (Today, we use the word
inadmissible.) Those deemed excludable were subject to deportation. The old law also barred aliens convicted of
aggravated felonies from obtaining green cards. Under the old law, an aggravated felony covered numerous crimes,
including murder, illicit drug trafficking, money laundering, crimes of violence for which the term of imprisonment
was at least five years, and many other serious offenses.
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IIRAIRA greatly expanded the definition of aggravated felony for immigration purposes. Under the new law,
many nonviolent crimes, including shoplifting, theft, and check kiting, are defined as aggravated felonies. Many other
crimes, including crimes of violence for which the term of imprisonment is at least one year, are also deemed to be
aggravated felonies. The Board of Immigration Appeals recently held that a felony DWI (a felony charge resulting
from operating a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol) constitutes a crime of violence under these new rules.

Perhaps more significantly, the new definitions are retroactive. That means that even lawful permanent resi-
dents (green card holders) can be placed in deportation proceedings today for minor offenses committed years ago.
This is the case, even if the offense was not defined at the time as an aggravated felony, and even if the person has
served his time in the criminal justice system. It is true even if the green card holder had no sentence imposed (for
example, if the judge suspended the sentence).

If you are a green card holder who is thinking about applying for naturalization (citizenship), but you have a
criminal record, you should think twice before filing that application. As we will discuss in more detail in Chapter 6,
“Applying for Naturalization,” you cannot meet the naturalization requirement of “good moral character” if, among
other things, you have been convicted of an aggravated felony after November 29, 1990. You may even be placed in
removal (deportation) proceedings when the INS checks your criminal history in connection with your application
for naturalization.

New Public Charge Provisions
In most cases, if you are applying for a green card, you must prove that you will not need public assistance—that
you will not become a public charge—after you obtain your green card. This means that you must prove that you
will not need Medicaid, food stamps, or other means-tested benefits for poor people. Refugees, asylees, and certain
other individuals don’t have to make this showing.

Under the old law, most people made the required showing by having a person in the United States, a sponsor,
sign a Form I-134, Affidavit of Support, on their behalf. In the Affidavit of Support, the sponsor promised to pro-
vide financial support for the alien if necessary. To prove that he had the means to do so, the sponsor would attach
evidence of his financial ability. Usually, this evidence would include a letter from the sponsor’s employer, income
tax returns, and bank statements. Many aliens often prepared their own Affidavits of Support, attaching evidence of
their own income and assets.

The public charge rules changed, effective December 19, 1997. For one thing, all immediate relatives and
family-based immigrants must have a sponsor, and the sponsor must be the family member who filed the visa peti-
tion. Second, the sponsor must complete a new Affidavit of Support, Form I-864. Form I-864 is far more compli-
cated than the old Form I-134. (Form I-134 may still be used to meet the public charge requirements in most
employment-based cases and all DV lottery cases.) Most sponsors must demonstrate that they earn an income of at
least 125 percent of the federal poverty level, as determined by the Department of Health and Human Services (indi-
viduals on active duty in the armed forces must earn at least 100 percent of the federal poverty level). A sponsor
must typically make this showing by attaching proof of current employment and his last three federal income tax
returns. A sponsor who cannot meet the income requirements can still satisfy the public charge rules by proving that
he has sufficient assets to support the alien. The income of other household members, including the sponsored im-
migrant, if she has been living in the sponsor’s residence for at least the previous six months, may be added to estab-
lish the appropriate income level. The value of the sponsored immigrant’s assets may also be counted, if the sponsor
does not meet the income requirement using his own income and/or assets.

If the sponsor cannot meet the required income or asset level, another person may serve as a joint sponsor.
The joint sponsor must meet all sponsorship requirements, other than being the petitioning relative.

One of the biggest changes in this area is that the Affidavit of Support is now legally enforceable. This means
that sponsors (or joint sponsors) who fail to support the immigrants they sponsor can be sued by any federal, state,
local agency, or private entity that provides means-tested benefits, as well as by the immigrants they sponsored. As
a result, a sponsor should make sure that he understands his obligations before undertaking this major responsibility.

The new income/asset requirements have had a tremendous effect on applicants for family-based green cards.
Many people have been unable to meet the new requirements, and, as a result, they have been denied green cards. If
you are thinking about applying for a green card based on a family relationship, make sure that your sponsor can
satisfy the income/asset requirements before he files an application on your behalf.



Chapter 5 The 1996 Immigration Laws

www.petersons.com/arco        55ARCO    ■■■■■     How to Become a U.S. Citizen

Unlawful Presence and Bars to Admissibility
The 1996 immigration laws also created new bars to entering the United States for people who have been unlawfully
present in the country for six months or longer. These rules prevent anyone who has previously been in the United
States unlawfully for more than 180 days, but less than one year, from reentering the country for three years. Any-
one who has been in the United States unlawfully for one year or longer may be barred from reentering the United
States for ten years. Remember, however, that the three- and ten-year bars do not take effect until after an alien
leaves the United States and then tries to re-enter.

You are considered unlawfully present in the United States if you remain in the country after your authorized
period of stay (as recorded on your Form I-94) or if you are present without being admitted or paroled (if, for ex-
ample, you sneaked into the country).

The INS won’t count against you any periods of unlawful presence when you were under 18 years of age, nor
will it count days of unlawful presence prior to April 1, 1997, the effective date of the new law. In addition, the bars
don’t apply if you were present in the United States while a bona fide asylum application was pending (unless you
were employed without authorization during that time) or if you fall into certain narrow categories of battered women
and children.

In rare cases, the INS may agree to waive the three- and ten-year bars. For example, if you are an alien spouse
or parent of a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident, you may be able to get a waiver if you can prove that impo-
sition of the bar will cause extreme hardship to your spouse or child.

Determining precisely what constitutes unlawful presence can be a tricky thing. If you think that you may have
been unlawfully present for some period of time, you may want to consult with an immigration attorney before leav-
ing the United States, if you plan to return in the future.

THE EFFECT OF THE 1996 IMMIGRATION LAWS
The 1996 immigration laws have had far-reaching effects on large numbers of intending immigrants. The new affi-
davit of support rules apply to all family-based applicants (and some employment-based applicants as well), and the
three- and ten-year bars apply to anybody who has been unlawfully present in the United States since April 1, 1997.
In addition, the new rules regarding criminal aliens, including the expanded definitions of aggravated felonies, have
virtually eliminated the possibility of ever obtaining a green card, let alone citizenship, for many people.

If you are thinking about applying for a green card (or if you already have a green card and you are thinking
about applying for naturalization), you need to understand how the new laws may affect your case. If you have a
criminal background, do the research to see whether you can be deemed inadmissible or placed in removal proceed-
ings. If a relative is sponsoring you for a green card, make sure that he has a high enough income or sufficient assets
to meet the new Affidavit of Support requirements. And, if you have been unlawfully present in the United States
since April 1, 1997, check with an immigration lawyer to see what your options are in terms of leaving the country
and returning later.

It seems that the immigration laws are getting more complicated each day. As a person who ultimately wants
to become a U.S. citizen, you need to remain informed about those laws.
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Chapter 6

APPLYING FOR
NATURALIZATION

A lawful permanent resident (LPR) is authorized to remain in the United States indefinitely, to have a job and de-
velop a career, and to sponsor certain family members for immigration under family preference categories. An LPR
must pay taxes but cannot vote to affect the rate of taxation or to influence the use to which tax monies will be put.
This right is reserved for citizens. You may become a citizen through the process of naturalization.

Because a green card does not expire (although green cards issued since 1989 must be replaced every 10 years),
you are not under any time pressure to start the process. It is possible to remain in the United States as an LPR for
an entire lifetime, but because you have purchased this book, you obviously are thinking about or planning on be-
coming a U.S. citizen. You may file Form N-400 when you reach a date 90 days or closer to the date by which you
will have fulfilled your continuous residence requirement (see the following section). You may also wait until after
you have fulfilled or surpassed the required term of residency. You do not have to meet a deadline, but the sooner
after reaching eligibility that you apply, the sooner you can begin enjoying all the privileges of citizenship.

People who are 18 years of age or older use Form N-400, Application for Naturalization, to begin the natural-
ization process. Before completing Form N-400, however, you should make sure that you meet the requirements for
naturalization.

REQUIREMENTS FOR NATURALIZATION
The first requirement for naturalization is that you must be an LPR. Certain exceptions are made to this rule for
people who have served honorably in the U.S. Armed Forces during times of war or declared hostilities.

Second, you must be at least 18 years old, unless the INS waives the age requirement due to military involve-
ment. Children under the age of 18 become naturalized automatically upon the naturalization of their parents. Dif-
ferent procedures must be followed for children who are applying for naturalization on their own.

Third, you must meet the continuous residence requirement. For most people, this means that you must prove
that you have been a resident of the United States continuously for at least five years after you became an LPR. If
(1) you are currently married to and living with a U.S. citizen; (2) you have been married to and living with your
spouse for the past three years; and (3) your spouse has been a U.S. citizen for the past three years, then the continu-
ous residence requirement is three years, not five.

What does the INS mean by “continuous residence”? It means that you have not left the United States for a
long period of time. If you leave the country for too long, you could interrupt your continuous residence.

If you leave the United States for more than six months but less than one year, the law says that you have
disrupted your continuous residence unless you can prove otherwise. (You can prove otherwise by filing certain tax
information showing that you filed your income tax returns, among other things.) If you leave the United States for
one year or longer, you will almost certainly be found to have disrupted your continuous residence. Still, if you
return within two years, some of your time out of the country may count toward meeting your continuous residence
requirement.

A few groups of people do not have to meet any continuous residence requirements. These include members
of the U.S. Armed Forces. In addition, certain people may leave the country and not disrupt their continuous resi-
dence if they file Form N-470, Application to Preserve Residence for Naturalization Purposes.

Fourth, you must meet the physical presence requirement of the law. You must be physically present in the
United States for at least one-half of five years (912.5 days) or, if you are the spouse of a U.S. citizen, one-half of
three years (547.5 days). It is hard to understand the difference between “continuous presence” and “physical pres-
ence,” but we will try to explain it! Physical presence refers to the total number of days that you were outside the
United States on all of your trips. Continuous presence refers to the number of days that you were outside the United
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States during a single trip. You may never have taken a trip that was long enough to break your continuous resi-
dence, but you may have taken so many short trips that you do not meet the physical presence requirement. For
example, if you never took a trip outside the United States since becoming an LPR that lasted more than six months,
but you took so many little trips to Canada, Mexico, and elsewhere that you were not present for at least one-half of
the five- (or three-) year period, then you will not meet the physical presence requirement. Let’s say that you must
meet the physical presence requirement for spouses of U.S. citizens (one-half of three years). If you spent every
weekend (three days) for three years in Canada visiting your family, you were not in the United States for 468 days
(3 days × 52 weeks/year × 3 years = 468 days). Let’s also say that during those three years, you took three trips to
Europe; each trip was 30 days long. You would not meet the physical presence requirement because you were not
physically present in the United States for more than one-half of three years, or 547.5 days; you were absent from
the United States for 558 days (468 + 90 days = 558 days).

A section on Form N-400 requires you to account for all of your absences from the United States. After filling
out this section, you can evaluate whether you meet the continuous presence and physical presence requirements.

Fifth, you must have resided for at least three months within the INS district or state in which you plan to file
your application for naturalization.

Sixth, you must be a person of “good moral character.” Things that indicate a lack of good moral character
include evidence that you have committed certain kinds of crimes, that you are a habitual drunkard or have driven
while drunk, that you have lied to obtain immigration benefits or during your naturalization interview, or that you
have failed to pay court-ordered child support or alimony. If you are a young man between the ages of 18 and 26,
good moral character includes registering for the Selective Service System. In addition, if you have recently been
ordered deported or removed, you are not eligible for naturalization.

Seventh, you must be willing to support and defend the United States and the U.S. Constitution. You must
declare your attachment to the United States and the Constitution when you take the Oath of Allegiance. You must
also renounce all foreign allegiances and be willing to serve the United States by fighting in the Armed Forces, per-
forming noncombat service in the Armed Forces, and performing civilian service. If you are against fighting or serving
in the military due to your religious beliefs, you may be exempt from these requirements.

Finally, you must pass the English and civics tests at your naturalization interview. In the language of the law,
you must demonstrate “an understanding of the English language, including an ability to read, write, and speak . . .
simple words and phrases. . . .” You must also have “a knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals of the
history, and of the principles and form of government, of the United States.” We will discuss these tests in more
detail later in this chapter.

If you are over the age of 50 and have lived in the United States as an LPR for at least 20 years or if you are
over the age of 55 and have lived in the United States as an LPR for at least 15 years, you may be excused from the
English test. You are not excused from the civics test, but you may take it in the language of your choice. Finally, if
you are over the age of 65 and have lived in the United States as an LPR for at least 20 years, you may take a
simpler version of the civics test in the language of your choice (if you fit into this last category, you are called a 65/
20 applicant). In all of these special cases, you may sign your name in the alphabet of your own language if you do
not know how to do it in English. Of course, special allowances are made for applicants who are unable to speak
because of deafness or physical inability or who are unable to read or write because of blindness or paralysis.

Do not take the English and civics requirements lightly. People have been denied U.S. citizenship because they
were unable to pass these tests. You can prepare yourself in a number of ways, as we will explain in the following
section.

PREPARE YOURSELF BY GOING TO SCHOOL
If you are of school age and have an appropriate visa, enroll in public school and pursue secondary education to
high school graduation. This course of action will serve two useful purposes. You will be well prepared for the civ-
ics test, and you will earn a high school diploma, which you need to get a job and advance in a career. If you want a
college education, you must earn that high school diploma to qualify for college admission. A high school graduate
should have no trouble proving English competency and knowledge of American history and government.
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If you are over the age of 22 (the age may vary in different states), you are no longer eligible for daytime
public education. However, many public school systems offer an opportunity to earn a high school diploma in a
night school program. You may also earn a high school equivalency (a GED) diploma by enrolling in a GED prepa-
ration course and passing the GED examination.

If you can study on your own, you may take the GED examination without enrolling in a course. If Spanish is
your native language, you may earn your GED diploma by taking and passing a GED exam in Spanish. (Your citi-
zenship exam must still be taken in English unless you qualify for one of the waivers described above.) Two ARCO
publications, Master the GED and Master the GED en Español, provide valuable training and practice in the sub-
jects and question styles of the GED exams. Both books are available at local bookstores.

If you do not want to prepare for the tests by earning a U.S. high school diploma at this time, you can enroll in
a citizenship class. Many public school systems offer an evening citizenship class. You may also find citizenship
education offered at a community college, in a union- or company-sponsored program, or in classes offered by an
organization of people who immigrated from your homeland and who are now eager to help others from their former
country. These programs will give you excellent preparation for the tests.

PREPARE YOURSELF BY INDIVIDUAL STUDY
If you are able to read and understand printed English, you may choose to study on your own instead of attending
scheduled classes.

Go to your local public library or bookstore and ask the librarian or clerk to assist you in choosing textbooks
written at your level of English reading competency. If you complete a book on American history and another cov-
ering United States government, you should find yourself well prepared for any INS examination. Individual study
from textbooks may take longer than individual study from government pamphlets, but it will give you a more com-
plete education and understanding.

If your daily routine does not leave you a great deal of study time, some shorter study programs may prove
adequate. The INS has prepared a series of booklets that it has published and made available through the Govern-
ment Printing Office. The 100 sample citizenship questions from which examiners draw the questions they ask at
the naturalization interview are entirely based on information in these booklets. (The 100 sample citizenship ques-
tions can be found in Chapter 8, “Practice Tests.”)

In fact, the answer to every U.S. history or government question you will be asked is in these booklets. The
booklets and their prices at the time of publication of this book are:

United States History: 1600–1987, Stock #027-002-00368-3, $11.00 (free at some INS offices)
U.S. Government Structure, An English as a Second Language Text, Stock #027-002-00380-2, $20.00
U.S. Citizenship Education and Naturalization Information, Stock #027-002-00366-7, $4.50
U.S. Citizenship Education and Naturalization Information, An English as a Second Language Text, Stock #027-

002-00379-9,  $9.00
The booklets are offered at more than one reading level. If you order by telephone, you should ask what read-

ing levels are available for each booklet; the price may vary depending on level.
You can order by telephone and credit card by calling 866-512-1800 (toll-free) or 202-512-1800.  You can

also fax your order to 202-512-2250 or order online at www.access.gpo.gov.   Sales tax and shipping fees are not
charged for government publications.

Finally you  can order these booklets by mail. Send a check or money order made out to Superintendent of
Documents to

Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402
You should also get the list titled, “100 Sample U.S. History and Government  Questions with Answers” from

your local INS office or from the INS’s web site (www.ins.usdoj.gov). This document lists all of the questions that
are typically asked at naturalization interviews, along with the answers. Occasionally, you will get an examiner who
will ask you a question that is not on the list. Don’t worry; if you study the topics covered in the publications listed
here, you should have no trouble answering any of the questions.

If you are a 65/20 naturalization applicant, you can download the 25 sample naturalization questions that will
form the basis of your modified civics test.
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If you feel that you already have a reasonable knowledge of American history and government, you may find
the chapter of this book titled “Preparing for Your Exam” sufficient as a compact and handy review. Or, you might
start with this chapter and, if you find it puzzling, follow up with a textbook that can fill in the gaps in your knowl-
edge.

The changes in immigration laws over the past years have permitted many previously unauthorized aliens to
gain permanent status and to begin the naturalization process. The new welfare laws that treat permanent residents
differently from U.S. citizens have encouraged many long-term permanent residents to apply for citizenship. Other
provisions of the new laws have permitted greater numbers of immigrants to enter the country, to fulfill the require-
ments, and to petition for naturalization. At the same time, the government is trying to hold down operating costs
and has reduced the number of immigration personnel. What this means to people who want to become citizens is
that they may have to wait up to a year, or even a bit longer, from the time they file a Form N-400 to the time they
are called for the interview.

PUT IT ALL TOGETHER
You are prepared for naturalization. You have a valid, permanent green card; you have fulfilled all of the residency
requirements, or you will have fulfilled them within the next three months; and you are prepared to prove your lit-
eracy in English and your knowledge of U.S. government and history. Your next task is to assemble one more packet
of forms. You will need the following:

• N-400 Application for Naturalization.

• Two more photos conforming to size and view regulations.

• A check or money order for the proper fee; fees change, so verify the current amount before filing.

• Photocopies of your I-551 Alien Registration Receipt Card, front and back, and of your birth certificate.

• Proof of termination of all previous marriages.

If you are applying for naturalization based on marriage to a U.S. citizen, send a copy of your current mar-
riage certificate, proof of termination of all of your spouse’s previous marriages, and proof that your spouse has
been a U.S. citizen for at least the past three years (birth certificate, certificate of naturalization, certificate of citi-
zenship, etc.)

Except for the N-400, you have been through all of this before. Maintain your sense of humor. Keep copies of
everything that you are submitting to the INS. The N-400 must be filed with the appropriate Regional Service Cen-
ter by mail. Be sure to send the packet by certified mail with return receipt requested, just as you have been doing
throughout the process.

After you have filed your N-400 packet, the INS will send you a letter telling you where and when to have
your fingerprints taken. In most cases, the letter will tell you to go to the nearest INS district office. Take your letter,
your green card, and another form of photo identification (such as a driver’s license or a passport) with you and get
your fingerprints taken on the appointed day. After the INS takes your fingerprints, it will send them to the FBI. The
FBI will use your fingerprints to do a criminal background check on you.

Now you have to wait. The INS may notify you that it requires additional documents, such as copies of your
passport or tax information. Send whatever is requested. Keep records. Eventually, you will be called for your natu-
ralization interview.

THE NATURALIZATION INTERVIEW
Arrive for the interview promptly and appropriately dressed. You want to show this examiner that you are exactly
the kind of person he would like to see as a citizen of the United States. Your interview will take 40 minutes or
more.
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At this interview, the examiner will go over your application with you and will ask questions based on state-
ments contained in  your application. He will ask you about your background, place and length of residence, charac-
ter, attachment to the U.S. Constitution, and your willingness to take the Oath of Allegiance to the United States.

Next, the examiner will test your English literacy and knowledge of U.S. government and history, unless you
are exempt.

The English Test
The examiner will test your ability to read, write, and speak English. He will test your reading ability by asking you
to read aloud parts of the N-400, to read a group of civics questions and then answer them, or to read several simple
sentences aloud. He will test your writing ability by asking you to write one or two simple sentences. Finally, the
examiner will test your speaking ability by listening to you during the course of the interview. We will discuss the
English test in more detail in Chapter 7, “Preparing for the English and Civics Tests.”

The Civics Test
The examiner will test your knowledge of U.S. history and government by asking you to verbally answer a group of
civics questions that are, in most cases, taken from the sample citizenship questions described earlier in this chapter.
You may be asked to answer as many as 20 of these questions. In Chapter 7, we will start getting you prepared for
the civics test, and in Chapter 8, “Practice Tests,” you can find all of the sample questions.

If you pass the tests and satisfy the examiner with your answers, the examiner will sign your application and
will recommend that your application for naturalization be approved.  If you fail one or both of the tests, the INS
will schedule you to come back for another interview, usually within 60 to 90 days of the first interview.  At the
second interview, an examiner will test you again.  If you fail the test(s) at that time, the INS will deny your applica-
tion for naturalization.

The Oath of Allegiance
The final step in the process is the taking of the Oath of Allegiance to the United States. The INS will notify you by
mail of the time and date of your oath ceremony. If you cannot attend the ceremony on the scheduled date, return
the INS notice (Form N-445) to your local INS office, together with a note explaining your problem and asking the
INS to reschedule your ceremony.

When you arrive at the ceremony, you must check in with the INS. One of the first things you will do is turn
in your green card. Don’t worry about this; you won’t need your green card anymore because you will be getting a
Certificate of Naturalization at the ceremony!

You will also have to turn in the Form N-445 that you received in the mail. This is the notice regarding the
oath ceremony, and it has questions on the back that you must complete and submit. These questions are simple and
relate only to the time between your naturalization interview and the oath ceremony. One of the questions you must
answer, for example, is, “Have you traveled outside the United States?”

Finally, you will take the Oath of Allegiance. When you take the oath, you will formally renounce (give up)
all ties to the government of your former country and declare total allegiance to the United States.

Here is the Oath of Allegiance:

I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty of whom
or which I have heretofore been a subject or citizen; that I will support and defend
the Constitution and laws of the United States of America against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I will bear
arms on behalf of the United States when required by the law; that I will perform
noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States when required by the
law; that I will perform work of national importance under civilian direction when
required by the law; and that I take this obligation freely without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion; so help me God.
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If you prove to the INS’s satisfaction that you are opposed to fighting on behalf of the United States because
of your religious training and beliefs, you may take the oath without the following lines:

. . . that I will bear arms on behalf of the United States when required by the law . . .

If you prove that you are opposed to any type of service in the Armed Forces because of your religious train-
ing and beliefs, you may also omit the following lines:

. . . that I will perform noncombatant service in the Armed Forces of the United States
when required by the law . . .

If you show the INS that you may not swear the oath using the words “on oath,” you may replace those words
with the words “and solemnly affirm.” If you may not use the words “so help me God,” then you may omit those
words.

Of course, as a new citizen, you may maintain ties of affection to your home country and its people. The oath
refers to governments and governmental systems, not to family loyalties.

After you have taken the oath, you are officially a U.S. citizen. You will be given an official Certificate of
Naturalization, which is proof of your citizenship. You may apply for a U.S. passport whenever you are ready.

Let us return one more time to our friend Carla and follow her as she attains citizenship. Life as a lawful
permanent resident presented no difficulties for Carla, but her mother, who had now been back in Ar-
gentina for more than two years (required by her having been in the United States on a J-1 visa), was
eager to immigrate to be closer to her daughter and grandson. Carla was aware that it would be easiest to
bring in her mother as an immediate family member of a U.S. citizen, so she began steps to attain her
own citizenship as soon as possible. After she had held her permanent, unconditional green card for a
full nine months (which was after holding a conditional green card for two years), Carla filed the Form
N-400, along with the supporting documents and the filing fee, with her Regional Service Center.

Shortly thereafter, Carla received a notice from the INS to have her fingerprints taken. She went on the
appointed day and was fingerprinted.
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Several months later, Carla received an appointment letter for her interview in the mail. As it happened,
Carla was scheduled for her naturalization interview on the day of her birthday. She wore a new suit and
a very pretty blouse for the important event and arrived at the INS offices 15 minutes before her sched-
uled appointment. The examiner was running behind schedule, however, and Carla had to wait 2 hours
before she was finally called.

The examiner asked Carla what she especially liked about the United States, and Carla replied that she
appreciated the opportunity to improve her social and economic status and to assume as much responsi-
bility as she might wish. The examiner also questioned Carla about her absences from the United States,
places of residence, and willingness to take the Oath of Allegiance. Obviously, Carla satisfied the inter-
viewer with her answers. The examiner also administered the English and civics tests, which Carla passed
with flying colors. At the end of the interview, the examiner signed the N-400 and shook Carla’s hand
with a welcoming smile.

Six weeks later, Carla received an invitation to appear at an oath ceremony to take the Oath of Alle-
giance. Carla, David, and the baby dressed up for the occasion and went to the ceremony. Carla took her
oath. At the conclusion of the ceremony, Carla received her Certificate of Naturalization.

Later, Carla went to her local INS office and picked up a Form I-130, Petition for Alien Relative, so that
she could begin the process of bringing her mother to join her family. That evening, Carla and David
hired a baby-sitter and went out to dinner to celebrate.

Carla began the process of applying for a green card on behalf of her mother. She entered her naturaliza-
tion certificate number on the otherwise completed I-130 and prepared to file the petition. The printed
instructions accompanying this form say that original papers must be filed with the form. However, rules
have changed since the instructions were printed. The INS will now accept photocopies, so Carla filed
by mail following the usual precautions of keeping a full photocopied record of the filing and making
use of certified mail and return receipts. Along with the I-130 and a photocopy of her Certificate of Natu-
ralization, Carla included a copy of her own birth certificate to prove her relationship to her mother, one
more G-325A for herself, a G-325A completed by her mother, sets of photos of herself and of her mother,
and the required fee. A copy of the I-130 that Carla used can be found in the “Appendix of INS Forms.”

If you have read carefully through the book to this page, you should understand the procedure for remaining
in the United States legally, for adjusting your status from nonimmigrant to immigrant, and for applying for natural-
ization. The next chapter will help you to prepare for the English and civics tests. The “Appendix of INS Forms” at
the back of the book includes printed instructions that accompany the forms. By seeing the forms and instructions in
advance, you can gather documents that may be hard to find and get practice in filling in the spaces.

If you have some questions or find some requirements to be troublesome, seek advice from an attorney who
specializes in immigration matters. Religious groups, ethnic clubs, fraternal organizations, unions, and bar associa-
tions can all refer you to reputable immigration attorneys. Some of these organizations offer limited services at low
fees. If you decide to use an attorney, prepare your questions in advance. That way, you can take less of the attorney’s
time, and the consultation will cost you less money.
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Chapter 7

PREPARING FOR THE ENGLISH AND
CIVICS TESTS

As we have discussed, the INS will give you an English test and a civics test during your naturalization interview.
This chapter is designed to help you pass both tests with flying colors.

THE ENGLISH TEST
The law requires you to prove that you can read, write, and speak basic English. If you are reading this book to learn
how to become a U.S. citizen, you can probably read English very well. If you read well, you may also know how to
write English well. If you are less certain of your ability to read and write English at a basic level, you should prac-
tice by having a friend read you short sentences that you can write. The information booklets published by the INS
and other organizations include information about the subjects of examination, some sample questions, and samples
of the kinds of sentences you must write.

Understanding and Speaking English
You must show the INS examiner that you can understand and speak the English language. In general, the examiner
will determine whether you meet this requirement by watching and listening to you during the course of the inter-
view. If you demonstrate an understanding of the language, then you should have no trouble with this part of the
interview.

Writing a Sentence in English
The examiner will then want to test your ability to write simple words and phrases in English. Usually, the examiner
will dictate one or two sentences. You then write what you hear. You need only basic competency to pass this part.
These are samples of the kinds of sentences you may be asked to write:

• The Fourth of July is the birthday of the United States.

• The colors of the American flag are red, white, and blue.

• The White House is the home of the President.

• When I am a citizen, I will be able to vote.

THE CIVICS TEST
The requirements in terms of knowledge of U.S. government and history are more demanding. You need to answer
only a few questions, but the body of knowledge covered is great, and you have no way of knowing in advance
exactly which of the 100 sample citizenship questions you will be expected to answer. You may even be asked a



Part III Naturalization

78        www.petersons.com/arco ARCO    ■■■■■     How to Become a U.S. Citizen

question that is not listed on the sample citizenship questions (the examiner may ask such a question, if it is consid-
ered basic enough). You really do have to study for this portion of the examination. When you have finished study-
ing, you will have much more information than you need to pass the exam.

A Short History of the United States
In 1492, Christopher Columbus, believing the world to be round, sailed west from Spain hoping to reach the East
Indies. Instead, he reached the West Indies, islands off the coast of North America. Columbus is therefore credited
with discovering America. Following Columbus, Spanish explorers came to search for gold in Mexico, Central
America, and parts of North America. Ponce de Leon landed on the east coast of Florida and spent many years search-
ing for the legendary Fountain of Youth. Many of the Spanish settlers settled in what is now the southwest.

Before the end of the century, England also began explorations of the New World. English expeditions were
centered much farther north and along the east coast of North America. John Cabot, one of the earliest English ex-
plorers, landed on the coast of Canada.

A number of early English efforts to establish settlements failed, but in 1620 about 100 people set out from
Plymouth, England, on a ship named the Mayflower, in search of religious freedom. The ship headed for the area of
Virginia, which has a mild climate, but navigation at that time was still inexact. Instead, the ship landed in Cape Cod
Bay in Massachusetts. The settlers decided to remain despite the hardships presented by their lack of preparation for
the harsh winters of the region. Because they recognized that they would be forced to live together and to rely upon
one another and upon their own resources, this group, known as pilgrims, drew up a document they called the May-
flower Compact. A modern restatement of the meaning of the Mayflower Compact reads:

We whose names are underwritten, having undertaken a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern
parts of Virginia, do by these presents, solemnly and mutually in the presence of God and one of an-
other, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic, for our better ordering and pres-
ervation; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts,
constitutions, and offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the gen-
eral good of the colony; unto which we promise all due submission and obedience.

The signers of the Mayflower Compact had created a new government, in effect, the first American govern-
ment. The Mayflower Compact did not include any laws controlling religious beliefs. This feature of the Mayflower
Compact found its way into the Bill of Rights of the U.S. Constitution in 1791.

In the early years, the English colonies in North America were not entirely self-sufficient. They relied upon
England as their source of manufactured goods and they purchased products from many nations other than England.
As such, the colonies served as new markets for English merchants, who encouraged emigration. Between 1660 and
1760, thirteen English colonies were established in the New World. The English colonists were joined by settlers
from other European nations—France, Ireland, Germany, and Holland. These non-English settlers increased the popu-
lation and further expanded markets. They also brought their own cultures and lifestyles. Thus began the wonderful
mix of peoples who became North Americans.

As their areas and populations grew, the nature of the colonies and the colonial economy began to diversify.
The northern colonies, those in New England, Pennsylvania, and New York (where the growing season is short, and
the soil is rocky), became the commercial region, and the South remained agricultural. Even in the South, farming
was hard and expensive in this era before time- and labor-saving farm machinery. Southern farmers came to rely on
the use of slaves as a source of abundant, cheap labor. By 1740, about 150,000 slaves were in the South.

During the first century of the colonial period, the thirteen colonies existed without much interference from
the English king. Although the colonies did have English governors, they were self-governing insofar as their daily
affairs were concerned. However, in 1752, the French, with the assistance of Indians hostile to the English, began to
battle the English.

By the end of the French and Indian Wars, which coincided with the end of the Seven Years’ War in Europe
(1763), England was heavily in debt. In its frantic scramble for more money, England looked to the colonies. The
colonies were expected to help the English economy by paying more taxes. Needless to say, the colonists, who were
still busy establishing themselves on a far-away continent, were not eager to turn over their hard-earned money to
pay for England’s wars. But England persisted in trying to collect even greater amounts of money.
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As trouble developed between the colonists and the British army, some colonists began to suggest indepen-
dence from England. The First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia in September 1774. The Congress drew up
a petition to the king, the “Declaration of Rights,” in which it asked for specific changes in England’s attitude to-
ward the colonies.

Just the Facts
America was discovered by Christopher Columbus in 1492. American Indians, now called Native Americans, in-
habited the United States before Columbus arrived. In the 1600s, settlers from England began to come to America,
looking for religious freedom. The colonists settled in thirteen colonies along the Atlantic seacoast and were called
pilgrims. The English colonies were governed by England. Early settlers in the Southwest came from Spain.

The Revolutionary War
England had been the mother country of most of the colonists. They did not all want to break away. The colonists’
main objection was to taxation without representation. They felt that if they had representatives in the English gov-
ernment, they would be able to explain which taxes they found to be offensive and to propose ways in which the
colonies could contribute to the well-being of the English economy.

England, however, would not permit colonial representation in Parliament. In fact, in January 1775, England
ordered its troops to fire upon colonists who were rebelling against taxes in the Massachusetts colony. That incident
has been called “the shot heard round the world” because it effectively began the American Revolution. Most colo-
nists who had wanted to remain loyal subjects of England reacted to the attack by the British and rallied to the cause
of freedom. The Revolutionary War lasted for seven years before England finally lost the war and granted indepen-
dence to the thirteen colonies.

The Continental Congress named George Washington, a military leader during the French and Indian Wars, to
serve as Commander-in-Chief of the Continental armed forces. Then, among its earliest acts, the Continental Con-
gress asked Thomas Jefferson, who later became our third President, to draft a Declaration of Independence.

This Declaration was adopted on July 4, 1776. We now observe the Fourth of July every year as the birth date
of our nation. The Declaration of Independence is a powerful document. It first makes clear the reluctance with which
the colonies are declaring their independence. Then it sets forth a clear philosophy of human rights and catalogs all
the misdeeds of the King of England. The language of the Declaration is the language of 1776, but when you under-
stand the Declaration, you understand the causes of the Revolution and the basic roots of American government.
Here is the full text of the Declaration of Independence:

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the opin-
ions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed,—That whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it
is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation
on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect
their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not
be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that man-kind are
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to
which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to
throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security.—Such has been the pa-
tient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their
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former systems of government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these
States. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in
their operation till his assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to
attend to them.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people
would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable
to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the deposi-
tory of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on
the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the legisla-
tive powers, incapable of annihilation, having returned to the people at large for their exercise; the State
remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the laws for
naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the
conditions of new appropriations of lands.

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary
powers.

He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and pay-
ment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to harass our people, and
eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to the civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowl-
edged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they should commit on
the inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury:

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offenses:

For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighbouring province, establishing therein an arbi-
trary government and enlarging its boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument
for introducing the same absolute rule into these colonies:

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms
of our governments:

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in
all cases whatsoever.
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He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection and waging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death, deso-
lation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the
most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the high seas to bear arms against their country,
to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of
our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruc-
tion of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble terms: Our re-
peated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose character is thus marked
by every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time
of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them
of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpa-
tions, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to
the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces
our separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends.

WE, THEREFORE, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by
authority of the good people of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colo-
nies are, and of right ought to be FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are absolved from all
allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great
Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as free and independent States, they have full power
to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things
which independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance
on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our
sacred honor.

Having declared itself a new nation, the United States found that it had to fight a war against England and learn to
govern itself at the same time. Members of the Continental Congress drew up a document called the Articles of
Confederation. When the war for independence ended in 1783, they set about the task of governing the nation under
the Articles of Confederation. The Articles had created a very loose federation of states with almost no national gov-
ernment. The country could not pay its debts. Without a strong national government to coordinate the country, a
United States of America could not function. The whole country would soon fall apart.

Just the Facts
In the 1770s, colonists went to war with England to protest unfair laws and taxes. This war was called the Revolu-
tionary War. General George Washington was chosen to lead the Americans. The Declaration of Independence, written
by Thomas Jefferson, was the result of a meeting of colonists from all thirteen English colonies at Independence
Hall in Philadelphia. The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776, which is now known as Indepen-
dence Day. The Colonial Army fought and won the Revolutionary War, and our new nation was born.

George Washington was elected the first President of the new United States.  Because of his role as leader of
the victorious Revolutionary army and since he was our first President, George Washington has been called the fa-
ther of our country.
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The Constitution
A Constitutional Convention met in Philadelphia’s Independence Hall throughout the summer of 1787. James Madi-
son, later to become our fourth President, wrote draft after draft, and the delegates argued and debated until they
finally agreed on the Constitution under which the United States is still governed today. Many delegates at the con-
vention were concerned that the Constitution as drafted set up an efficient means for governing the country but ne-
glected the whole area of human rights. They felt that the new Constitution did not offer safeguards against the kinds
of activities with which King George III of England had oppressed them.

The fears of these delegates were set aside with a firm promise that a Bill of Rights would be presented as a
set of amendments to the Constitution as soon as possible. The Bill of Rights was indeed adopted in 1791. Much
controversy and discussion centered on the subject of slavery. Most delegates from the northern states agreed that
slavery was wrong, that one person should not be owned by another. Delegates from southern states argued that the
southern economy, and indeed that of the United States, would falter without the contribution of slave labor. For
some time it appeared that the delegates from the two sections of the country would never agree on a Constitution.

They finally arrived at a compromise by which slavery would be permitted to continue and slaves continue to
be imported into the United States until at least 1808. The delegates assumed that by 1808 the economy would be in
better shape and a fully functioning Congress could legislate according to the needs and conscience of the country at
that time.

The delegates to the Constitutional Convention agreed that the new Constitution would go into effect when it
had been ratified, that is approved, by the legislatures of nine of the states. The Constitution actually did go into
effect in March 1789, followed two years later by the Bill of Rights, which had by then been ratified by three-fourths
of the states, as required by Article V of the Constitution.

The Constitution is a short document. It states its business in a few well-chosen words. Perhaps its clarity and
simplicity is the secret of its endurance. The body of the Constitution consists of a Preamble stating its purpose and
seven articles establishing the framework of the government, defining relationships among the states and between
the states and the federal government, and prescribing the amendment process.

The entire Preamble is as follows:

WE THE PEOPLE of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the bless-
ings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United
States of America.

Your citizenship examination will probably include some questions about the Constitution, but it will not re-
quire you to know details nor know precisely where to find specific facts. The commentary that accompanies the
full text of the Constitution on the following pages highlights the important information.
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ARTICLE I

SECTION 1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Con-
gress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of
Representatives.

SECTION 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of mem-
bers chosen every second year by the people of the several States, and the
electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of
the most numerous branch of the State Legislature.

Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives serve for two years
and then must present them-
selves for reelection.

No person shall be a representative who shall not have attained to the age
of twenty-five years, and been seven years a citizen of the United States,
and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that State in which
he shall be chosen.

Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives must be at least 25
years old and must live in the
state that they represent.

The following paragraph requires that state delegations to the House of Repre-
sentatives be based on population. It provides for a population census to be made
every ten years. The paragraph also states that Indians need pay no taxes but
that if they are not taxed, they are not counted as persons and that slaves count
as three-fifths of a person. This method of counting the population for repre-
sentation in Congress was one of the major compromises reached in drafting a
Constitution acceptable to delegates from all regions of the colonies.

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several
States which may be included within this Union, according to their respec-
tive numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole number
of free persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, and
excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons. The actual
enumeration shall be made within three years after the first meeting of the
Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent term of ten
years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. The number of repre-
sentatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each State
shall have at least one representative; and until such enumeration shall be
made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three, Mas-
sachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecti-
cut five, New York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five,
and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the representation from any State, the Execu-
tive authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other offic-
ers; and shall have the sole power of impeachment.

Impeachment is the means for re-
moving the President, Vice Presi-
dent, and federal judges from of-
fice. All impeachment proceed-
ings must begin in the House of
Representatives.

SECTION 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two
senators from each State, chosen by the legislature thereof, for six years
and each senator shall have one vote.

Senators serve a six-year term.
The Constitution as originally
written and passed provided that
senators be elected by state leg-
islatures rather than by the
people. This method of electing
senators was changed in 1913 by
the 17th Amendment.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first elec-
tion, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three classes. The
seats of the senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of
the second year, of the second class at the expiration of the fourth year,
and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that one-third
may be chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen by resigna-
tion, or otherwise, during the recess of the legislature of any State, the ex-
ecutive thereof may make temporary appointments until the next meeting
of the legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies.
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Terms of senators are staggered
so that only one-third of the Sen-
ate is elected every two years.
This paragraph sets that mecha-
nism in motion.

No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained to the age of thirty
years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States, and who shall
not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that State for which he shall be cho-
sen.

A senator must be at least 30
years old and must live in the
state from which elected.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate,
but shall have no vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Vice President presides over
the Senate and has the power to
vote to break a tie.

The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a President pro tem-
pore, in the absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the
office of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sit-
ting for that purpose, they shall be on oath or affirmation. When the Presi-
dent of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of the
members present.

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal
from office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office or honor,
trust or profit under the United States; but the party convicted shall nev-
ertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punish-
ment, according to law.

If the House of Representatives
votes to impeach the President,
Vice President, or another im-
peachable official, the Senate
conducts a trial. Two-thirds of the
voting senators must agree for
conviction.

SECTION 4. The times, places and manner of holding elections for sena-
tors and representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the legisla-
ture thereof; but the Congress may at any time by law make or alter such
regulations, except as to the places of choosing senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meet-
ing shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law
appoint a different day.

SECTION 5. Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns and
qualifications of its own members, and a majority of each shall constitute
a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to
day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent members,
in such manner, and under such penalties as each house may provide.

Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its mem-
bers for disorderly behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, ex-
pel a member.

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time
publish the same, excepting such parts as may in their judgment require
secrecy; and the yeas and the nays of the members of either house on any
question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on
the journal.

One-fifth of the members present
at a vote taken in either House of
Congress may demand that a
roll-call vote be taken. A roll-call
vote allows for certainty as to
whether or not the measure has
passed and makes each
member’s vote a matter of public
record. From this record, voters
can follow the activities of their
representatives in Congress.

Neither house, during the session of Congress, shall, without the consent
of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than
that in which the two houses shall be sitting.
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SECTION 6. The senators and representatives shall receive a compensa-
tion for their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the Trea-
sury of the United States. They shall in all cases, except treason, felony
and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance
at the session of their respective houses, and in going to and returning from
the same; and for any speech or debate in either house, they shall not be
questioned in any other place.

 In the interest of free and open
debate, members of Congress
may express any ideas or opin-
ions without fear of being sued or
punished.

No senator or representative shall, during the time for which he was elected,
be appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United States,
which shall have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been
increased during such time; and no person holding any office under the
United States, shall be a member of either house during his continuance
in office.

In effect, a person cannot serve in
Congress and hold an appointed
office at the same time.

Every bill that has been passed by both Houses of Congress must be sent to the
President. The President has 10 days (not including Sunday) to approve the bill
and sign it into law or to reject the bill and return it to the body that proposed
it. If, upon reconsideration, both Houses pass the bill by majorities of two-thirds
or greater, the bill becomes law—even over the objections of the President. If
the President neither signs nor returns the bill within 10 days, it becomes law
automatically unless Congress adjourns within that time, in which case the bill
does not become law. This last situation is called a pocket veto.

SECTION 7. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of
Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with amendments
as on other bills.

The special power of the House of
Representatives is initial control
over the raising and spending of
money. The House of Representa-
tives is said to have the power of
the purse. All other legislation
may begin in the House of Repre-
sentatives or the Senate.

Every bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the
Senate, shall, before it become a law, be presented to the President of the
United States; if he approves he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it,
with his objections to that house in which it shall have originated, who
shall enter for the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to re-
consider it. If after such reconsideration two-thirds of the House shall agree
to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other
House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by
two-thirds of that House, it shall become a law. But in all cases the votes
of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of
the persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the journal
of each House respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the Presi-
dent within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented
to him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if had signed it, unless
the Congress by their adjournment prevent its return, in which case it shall
not be a law.

Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of the Senate
and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of
adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and
before the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or being dis-
approved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the Senate and House
of Representatives, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the
case of a bill.

SECTION 8. The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, du-
ties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common
defense and general welfare of the United States; but all duties, imposts
and excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;
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To borrow money on the credit of the United States;Congress can raise money to pay
for all governmental business.
The only restriction is that all
states be treated equally with re-
gard to revenue collection.

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States,
and with the Indian tribes;

To establish a uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the sub-
ject of bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix
the standard of weights and measures;

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current
coin of the United States;

To establish post offices and post roads;

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for lim-
ited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective
writings and discoveries;

This clause provides for the pat-
enting of inventions and the copy-
righting of written works.

To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;Aside from the Supreme Court,
which is established in Article III,
the Congress is in charge of set-
ting up a federal court system.

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the high seas,
and offenses against the law of nations;

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules con-
cerning captures on land and water;ONLY Congress has the power to

declare war.
To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to that use
shall be for a longer term than two years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and naval
forces;

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union,
suppress insurrections and repel invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and for gov-
erning such part of them as may be employed in the service of the United
States, reserving to the States respectively, the appointment of officers, and
the authority of training the militia according to the discipline prescribed
by Congress;

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such dis-
trict (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular
States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the Govern-
ment of the United States, and to exercise like authority over all places
purchased by the consent of the legislature of the State in which the same
shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards, and other
needful buildings; —AndThis is the authority by which the

federal government governs
Washington, D.C. (District of Co-
lumbia) and military bases
throughout the country.

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into
execution the foregoing powers and all other powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United States, or in any department or
officer thereof.
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SECTION 9. The migration or importation of such persons as any of the
States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by
the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but
a tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten dol-
lars for each person.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless
when in cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it.

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed.

No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid unless in proportion to the
census or enumeration herein before directed to be taken.

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State.

No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce revenue to
the ports of one State over those of another: nor shall vessels bound to, or
from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.

Free trade is to exist among the
states.

No money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in consequence of ap-
propriations made by law; and a regular statement and account of the re-
ceipts and expenditures of all public money shall be published from time
to time.

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no person
holding any office of profit or trust under them, shall, without consent of
the Congress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any kind
whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.

SECTION 10. No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confedera-
tion, grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit;
make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts, pass
any bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of
contracts, or grant any rifle of nobility.

No State shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any imposts or
duties on imports or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for
executing its inspection laws; and the net produce of all duties and im-
posts, laid by any State on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the
Treasury of the United States; and all such laws shall be subject to the
revision and control of the Congress.

No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage,
keep troops, or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or
compact with another State, or with a foreign power, or engage in war,
unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of
delay.

ARTICLE II

SECTION 1. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the
United States of America. He shall hold his office during the term of four
years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same term, be
elected, as follows:
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Each State, shall appoint in such manner as the legislature thereof may
direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole number of senators and
representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress; but no
senator or representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit un-
der the United States, shall be appointed an elector.

The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot for
two persons, of whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same
State with themselves. And they shall make a list of all the persons voted
for, and of the number of votes for each; which list they shall sign and
certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the Government of the United
States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate
shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open
all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. The person having
the greatest number of votes shall be the President, if such number be a
majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if there be more
than one who have such majority, and have an equal number of votes, then
the House of Representatives shall immediately choose by ballot one of
them for President; and if no person have a majority, then from the five
highest on the list the said House shall in like manner choose the Presi-
dent. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the
representation from each State having one vote; a quorum for this pur-
pose shall consist of a member or members from two thirds of the States,
and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. In every
case, after the choice of the President, the person having the greatest num-
ber of votes of the electors shall be the Vice President. But if there should
remain two or more who have equal votes, the Senate shall choose from
them by ballot the Vice President.

This method of choosing the
President and Vice President was
changed in 1804 with the passage
of the 12th Amendment. The
President and Vice President
must be able to cooperate and to
work effectively together. Under
the original provisions, the Presi-
dent and Vice President tended to
be rivals. Under the current sys-
tem, each Presidential nominee’s
choice is well known, and elec-
tors vote separately for President
and for the President’s choice as
Vice President.

The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the
day on which they shall give their votes; which day shall be the same
throughout the United States.

No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States,
at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the of-
fice of President; neither shall any person be eligible to that office who
shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen
years a resident within the United States.

The President must be at least 35
years old and may not be a natu-
ralized citizen.

In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, resig-
nation, or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office,
the same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by
law provide for the case of removal, death, resignation or inability, both
of the President and Vice President, declaring what officer shall then act
as President, and such officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be
removed, or a President shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services, a compensa
tion, which shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period for
which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that pe-
riod any other emolument from the United States, or any of them.
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Before he enter on the execution of this office, he shall take the following
oath or affirmation:—“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faith-
fully execute the office of President of the United States, and will to the
best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the
United States.”

Just as the President must approve all acts of Congress before they may become
law, so the Senate must approve treaties into which the President hopes to enter
and must approve all of the President’s appointments to positions of power and
authority. This system, by which those in one branch of the government must
ratify actions by persons in another branch, is called the system of checks and
balances. By instituting these checks and balances, the framers of the Constitu-
tion hoped to avoid the abuse of power by members of any one branch—Ex-
ecutive (the President), Legislative (the Congress), or Judiciary (the Supreme
Court and lower federal courts).

SECTION 2. The President shall be Commander-in-Chief of the Army and
Navy of the United States, and of the militia of the several States, when
called into the actual service of the United States; he may require the opin-
ion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the Executive Depart-
ments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices,
and he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offenses against
the United States, except in cases of impeachment.

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to
make treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he
shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall
appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, Judges of the
Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United States, whose appoint-
ments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established
by law: but the Congress may by law vest the appointment of such infe-
rior officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the courts of
law, or in the heads of departments.

The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies that may happen
during the recess of the Senate, by granting commissions which shall ex-
pire at the end of their next session.

SECTION 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress information
of the state of the Union, and recommend to their consideration such mea-
sures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary
occasions, convene both houses, or either of them, and in case of disagree-
ment between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he may ad-
journ them to such time as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambas-
sadors and other public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be faith-
fully executed, and shall commission all the officers of the United States.

SECTION 4. The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the
United States, shall be removed from office on impeachment for, and con-
viction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes or misdemeanors.
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ARTICLE III

SECTION 1. The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in
one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the Congress may from
time to time ordain and establish. The judges, both of the supreme and
inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behaviour, and shall,
at stated times, receive for their services, a compensation, which shall not
be diminished during their continuance of office.

SECTION 2. The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law and eq-
uity, arising under this Constitution, the laws of the United States, and trea-
ties made, or which shall be made, under their authority; to all cases af-
fecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls; to all cases of ad-
miralty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the United
States shall be a party; to controversies between two or more States; be-
tween a State and citizens of another State; between citizens of different
States; between citizens of the same State claiming lands under grants of
different States, and between a State, or the citizens thereof, and foreign
States, citizens or subjects.

Federal judges are appointed for
life. The reason for the lifetime
appointments is the desire to
have a judiciary department to-
tally without political influence or
any outside interference. Federal
judges do not need to satisfy any
appointing authority nor the pub-
lic at large. They are free to ex-
ercise their judgment in delibera-
tions and decisions. This is the
concept of an independent judi-
ciary.

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and
those in which a State shall be a party, the Supreme Court shall have origi-
nal jurisdiction. In all the other cases before mentioned, the Supreme Court
shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such excep-
tions, and under such regulations as the Congress shall make.

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury;
and such trial shall be held in the State where the said crimes shall have
been committed; but when not committed within any State, the trial shall
be at such place or places as the Congress may by law have directed.

SECTION 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levy-
ing war against them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and
comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony
of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

Only the individual actually con-
victed of treason (or, for that mat-
ter, any other crime) is guilty, and
only the guilty may be punished.
The family of the guilty party
bears no guilt unless also tried
and convicted.

The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason, but
no attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture ex-
cept during the life of the person attained.

ARTICLE IV

SECTION 1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to the pub-
lic acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other State. And the
Congress may by general laws prescribe the manner in which such acts,
records, and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof.

This section constitutes what is
known as the full faith and credit
clause. Each state is entitled to
make and interpret its own laws;
all other states must respect
those laws and rulings. Article III, Section 2 provides that trials take place in the states in which the

crimes were committed. This section provides for extradition of an accused who
may have fled the state of commission in hope of avoiding trial.

Slaves presented a special problem that the Constitution addressed as a
specific issue. In some states, slavery was entirely legal. Under the laws of those
states, a slave was property. If a slave managed to escape from his home state
to a state in which slavery was not legally protected, was the slave to be af-
forded the privileges and immunities of a citizen of that state or were the laws
of the state from which the slave had fled to be afforded full faith and credit?
In this special case, full faith and credit of the home state’s laws was to be up-
held, and the slave was to be returned to the slave state from which he had fled.
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SECTION 2. The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges
and immunities of citizens in the several States.

A citizen of any state is a citizen
of the United States and when
within any state other than his
own is to be treated in the same
way as is a citizen of that state.

A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or other crime, who
shall flee from justice, and be found in another State, shall on demand of
the executive authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up,
to be removed to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.

No person held to service or labour in one State, under the laws thereof,
escaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation
therein, be discharged from such service or labour, but shall he delivered
up on claim of the party to whom such service or labour may be due.

SECTION 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union;
but no new State shall be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any
other State; nor any State be formed by the junction of two or more States,
or parts of States, without the consent of the legislatures of the States con-
cerned as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make all needful rules
and regulations respecting the Territory or other property belonging to the
United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to
prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any particular State.

SECTION 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union
a republican form of Government, and shall protect each of them against
invasion; and on application of the legislature, or of the executive (when
the legislature cannot be convened) against domestic violence.

ARTICLE V

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it neces-
sary, shall propose amendments to this Constitution, or on the application
of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a conven-
tion for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all
intents and purposes, as part of the Constitution, when ratified by the leg-
islatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by conventions in
three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be
proposed by the Congress; provided that no amendment which may be
made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any
manner affect the first and fourth clauses in the Ninth Section of the First
Article; and that no State, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal
suffrage in the Senate.

The Constitution (along with U.S. treaties) is the SUPREME LAW OF THE
LAND.  All congressional acts and all state laws must comply with the provi-
sions of the Constitution. If a citizen feels that Congress has enacted a law that
is contrary to the intent of the Constitution, the citizen may disobey that law, be
convicted, and challenge the law through appeals. The appeals process goes from
the court in which the citizen was convicted to an appellate court. If the appel-
late court maintains the conviction, the appeal may be brought to the Supreme
Court for final determination as to the constitutionality of the law. This process
is known as Judicial Review and is another aspect of the system of checks and
balances.
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ARTICLE VI

All debts contracted and engagements entered into, before the adoption
of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this
Constitution, as under the Confederation. This Constitution, and the laws
of the United States which shall be made in pursuance thereof; and all trea-
ties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States,
shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every State shall
be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any State to the
contrary notwithstanding.

Adherence to any particular reli-
gion or to no religion at all is nei-
ther a qualification nor disquali-
fication for any office.

The senators and representatives before mentioned, and the members of
the several State legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both
of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by oath or
affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious test shall ever
be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United
States.

ARTICLE VII

The ratification of the conventions of nine States shall be sufficient for
the establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the
same.

Done in convention by the unanimous consent of the States present the
seventeenth day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand seven
hundred and eighty seven and of the Independence of the United States
of America the twelfth. In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed
our names,

(here follow the signatures)

Articles in Addition to, and Amendments of, the
Constitution

ARTICLE I

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the Government for a redress of grievances.

Most people associate the 1st
Amendment with free speech and
freedom of religion.

ARTICLE II

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free State,
the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed.

ARTICLE III

No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the
consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed
by law.
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ARTICLE IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated,
and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath
or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and
the persons or things to be seized.

This article guarantees personal
privacy and protection from
search unless the reason for the
search can be justified.

ARTICLE V

You should be aware of two protections provided for in this article. The protec-
tion against double jeopardy means that when acquitted, a person cannot be tried
again on the same charge, even if new evidence may point toward guilt. The
protection against self-incrimination permits an accused to refuse to serve as a
witness against him- or herself.

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in
cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual
service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject
for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall
be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall
private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

ARTICLE VI

This amendment is important for guaranteeing rights and protections to the ac-
cused, particularly the rights to trial by jury, to confront and interrogate wit-
nesses against the accused, and to have counsel (an attorney).

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy
and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the
crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the ac-
cusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have com-
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the as-
sistance of counsel for his defense.

ARTICLE VII

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a
jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of the United States, than
according to the rules of the common law.

ARTICLE VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel
and unusual punishments inflicted.

ARTICLE IX

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be con-
strued to deny or disparage others retained by the people.



Part III Naturalization

94        www.petersons.com/arco ARCO    ■■■■■     How to Become a U.S. Citizen

ARTICLE X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor pro-
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the
people.

ARTICLE XI

The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend
to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the
United States by citizens of another State, or by citizens or subjects of any
foreign State.

ARTICLE XII

The following amendment changes the methods of voting for President and Vice
President originally described in Article II, Section 1. The March 4 date by which
a President must be chosen was later changed by the 22nd Amendment to Janu-
ary 20.

The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot for
President and Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an in-
habitant of the same State with themselves; they shall name in their bal-
lots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the person
voted for as Vice President, and they shall make distinct lists of all per-
sons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as Vice Presi-
dent, and of the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and
certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the United
States, directed to the President of the Senate;—The President of the Sen-
ate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open
all the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;—The person hav-
ing the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if
such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and
if no person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest
numbers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President,
the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the Presi-
dent. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the
representation from each State having one vote; a quorum for this pur-
pose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the States,
and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. And if the
House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right
of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next
following, then the Vice President shall act as President, as in the case of
the death or other constitutional disability of the President.—The person
having the greatest number of votes as Vice President, shall be the Vice
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors
appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice President; a quorum
for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Sena-
tors, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice.
But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall
be eligible to that of Vice President of the United States.
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ARTICLE XIII

The following amendment proposed in February and ratified in December 1865,
following the Civil War, abolished slavery in the United States.

SECTION 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a pun-
ishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall
exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

SECTION 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appro-
priate legislation.

ARTICLE XIV

This section defines citizenship and extends protection of the Constitution to all
citizens. States are not permitted to discriminate among citizens in the applica-
tion of state laws.

SECTION 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and sub-
ject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the
State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States;
nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, with-
out due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the
equal protection of the laws.

Each state may define the quali-
fications of its voters, but if a
state disqualifies any group of
male citizens over the age of 21
for other than a cause such as
criminal conviction, that state’s
number of seats in the House of
Representatives may be reduced
accordingly.

SECTION 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States
according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of per-
sons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote
at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice President
of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the executive and judi-
cial officers of a State, or the members of the legislature thereof, is de-
nied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years
of age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except
for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation
therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male
citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years
of age in such State.

The following section was meant to penalize participation in the Civil War by
persons who had formerly been in power in federal or state government. In ef-
fect, the section accused those people of treason who had taken an oath to sup-
port the Constitution of the United States and who had then engaged in insur-
rection or rebellion. While condemning these people as traitors, the section also
gives Congress the power to forgive.

SECTION 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress,
or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or mili-
tary, under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously
taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United
States, or as member of any State legislature, or as an executive or  judi-
cial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States,
shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given
aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of
two-thirds of each house, remove such disability.
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SECTION 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, autho-
rized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and boun-
ties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be ques-
tioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or pay
any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against
the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave;
but all such debts, obligations, and claims shall be held illegal and void.

SECTION 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate
legislation, the provisions of this article.

ARTICLE XV

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race,
color, or previous condition of servitude.

The 15th Amendment gave former
slaves, and all other U.S. male
citizens regardless of race or skin
color, the right to vote.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.

ARTICLE XVI

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from
whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States,
and without regard to any census or enumeration.

This amendment introduced the
personal income tax by which the
federal government gathers rev-
enues directly from the people to
pay for the business and services
of the government. ARTICLE XVII

This amendment provides for the direct election of senators by the people. Origi-
nally, the Constitution provided for election of senators by the state legislatures.
The amendment also says that a person who is qualified by state law to vote for
members of the most numerous house of the state legislature is qualified to vote
for that state’s senators.

SECTION 1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two
senators from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and
each senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the
State legislatures.

SECTION 2. When vacancies happen in the representation of any State
in the Senate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of elec-
tion to fill such vacancies: Provided that the legislature of any State may
empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the
people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.

SECTION 3. This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the
election or term of any senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of
the Constitution.
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ARTICLE XVIII

SECTION 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manu-
facture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importa-
tion thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all
territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby
prohibited.

Ratification of this amendment
began the period known as Prohi-
bition, in which the sale and
possession of liquor was prohib-
ited by law.

SECTION 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent
power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

SECTION 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been rati-
fied as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the sev-
eral States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the
date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XIX

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.

The 19th Amendment gave
women the right to vote.

ARTICLE XX

You may recall that under the 12th Amendment, the terms of President and Vice
President began on March 4. Experience over the years showed that a President
who had not been reelected in November had very little power over the new
Congress at the beginning of the year. For this reason, the date that the new Presi-
dential term took effect was moved closer to the beginning of the Congressional
year.

SECTION 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at
noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Repre-
sentatives at noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in which such
terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms
of their successors shall then begin.

The required annual meeting of
Congress was moved from the
first Monday in December (Article
I, Section 4) to the third day of
January to allow just enough time
for internal organization within
the new Congress before the
President takes office.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and
such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they
shall by law appoint a different day.

SECTION 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the Presi-
dent, the President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall be-
come President. If a President shall not have been chosen before the time
fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have failed
to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a Presi-
dent shall have qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the
case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shall have
qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which
one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly
until a President or Vice President shall have qualified.

SECTION 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death
of any of the persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose
a President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them,
and for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate
may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have de-
volved upon them.
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SECTION 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of Octo-
ber following the ratification of this article.

SECTION 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been rati-
fied as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths
of the several States within seven years from date of its submission.

ARTICLE XXI

SECTION 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of
the United States is hereby repealed.

Prohibition as national policy was
a failure, and this amendment re-
peals the 18th Amendment.

Even though the 10th Amendment specifically grants to the states or to the people
all rights not expressly given to the federal government, this section of the amend-
ment repealing Prohibition makes a point of granting to the states the right to
institute Prohibition within their own borders under Constitutional protection.

SECTION 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory,
or possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicat-
ing liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

SECTION 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been rati-
fied as an amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several
States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date
of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XXII

This amendment served to limit future presidents to two terms in office. The
only president to be elected to more than two terms was Franklin D. Roosevelt,
who served three full terms and was elected to a fourth. He died in office dur-
ing his fourth term.

SECTION 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more
than twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted
as President, for more than two years of a term to which some other per-
son was elected President shall be elected to the office of the President
more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding the
office of President when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and
shall not prevent any person who may be holding the office of President,
or acting as President, during the term within which this Article becomes
operative from holding the office of President or acting as President dur-
ing the remainder of such term.

SECTION 2. This Article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of
three-fourths of the several States within seven years from the date of its
submission to the States by the Congress.

ARTICLE XXIII

By the terms of this amendment, citizens of the District of Columbia became
able to vote for President of the United States. They had never had this right
before because they are not citizens of any state, and the Constitution, as origi-
nally adopted, provided only for electors appointed by states.
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SECTION 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United
States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole
number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District
would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the least
populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the States,
but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President
and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet
in the District and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth article
of amendment.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.

ARTICLE XXIV

Some states had chosen to discriminate against the poor or the poorly informed
by requiring the payment of a poll tax at some time before the election. The
poorly informed did not hear of the requirement or of the time and place for
payment; the poor were unable to pay. Thus, the poor were effectively denied
the right to vote. At the same time, politicians were able to get the information
to those expected to vote the “right way” and to pay the tax for poor people
who agreed to vote for their candidates or their issues, thereby affecting the out-
come of the vote. This source of discrimination and corruption was eliminated
by the 24th Amendment.

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any pri-
mary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for Presi-
dent or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall
not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of
failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.

ARTICLE XXV

SECTION 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his
death or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.

SECTION 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice Presi-
dent, the President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office
upon confirmation by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

SECTION 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his
written declaration that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of
his office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the con-
trary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by  the Vice President
as Acting President.

SECTION 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the
principal officers of the executive departments or of such other body as
Congress may by law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties
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of his office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and
duties of the office of Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written
declaration that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties
of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the princi-
pal officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Con-
gress may by law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro
tempore of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives their
written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling
within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress,
within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or if
Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is re-
quired to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the
President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the
Vice  President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President;
otherwise the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

ARTICLE XXVI

SECTION 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen
years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any state on account of age.

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.

This amendment lowers the vot-
ing age from 21 to 18.

Just the Facts
After the war was over, delegates from the thirteen states met at Independence Hall in Philadelphia to write a new
Constitution. This Constitution was accepted by all the states in 1789. The new Constitution set up a strong national
government that has three branches:

The Legislative Branch, Congress, is made up of the Senate and the House of Representatives. Congress
meets in the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C., and makes laws. Each state elects two members to
represent them in the Senate. The number of members elected to the House of Representatives for each
state is based on the state’s population, which is determined by the U.S. Census Bureau.

The Judicial Branch includes the Supreme Court and other federal courts. These courts have the right
and the responsibility for interpreting and applying the Constitution and the laws that are passed by Con-
gress.

The Executive Branch, headed by the President, sees that the laws are carried out. The President is the
Chief Executive of the United States and also Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. Presidential
elections are held every four years.

Each branch of the government is meant to keep the other branches in balance. For instance, the President may
veto (not approve) an act passed by Congress, but Congress can still pass the act if two-thirds of its members vote
for it. The Supreme Court may, however, declare that act unconstitutional; then it cannot become a law.

The Constitution can be changed, and these changes are called amendments. The first ten amendments passed
in 1791 are called the Bill of Rights. The Bill of Rights guarantees rights and liberties such as the freedom of speech,
freedom of the press, and freedom of religion. A later amendment to the Constitution gave women the right to vote.
Now, all citizens who are at least 18 years of age  have the right to vote.
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Years Of Expansion
While the thirteen original colonies were forming themselves into the United States, adventurous Americans were
exploring lands to the south and west, establishing farms and towns. The areas they settled petitioned to join the
Union and were admitted as new states. The vast midsection of the country, from the Mississippi River to the Rocky
Mountains and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Canadian border, had been explored and claimed by France. The
United States acquired this large land mass by buying it from France. This acquisition was known as the Louisiana
Purchase, and the territory was called the Louisiana Territory, even though the current state of Louisiana is only a
tiny part of it. Westward exploration and expansion continued through the nineteenth century (the 1800s) and in-
cluded the entire Pacific coast by 1853 and added the Alaska purchase in 1867 and Hawaii in 1898.

Groups of communities formed themselves into states and, one by one, joined the Union. In 1912, Arizona
joined the Union as the forty-eighth state. Much later, Alaska became the forty-ninth state in January 1959, and Ha-
waii became the fiftieth state in August 1959. The United States now consists of fifty states represented on the flag
by thirteen alternating red and white stripes (seven red and six white) for the thirteen original colonies and fifty
white stars on a blue field for the total number of states. Each state has its own constitution, a legislature, a gover-
nor, and a judiciary system.

The locations, climates, and geographic features of the various states led to great diversity among lifestyles. Its
long winters, rocky soil, and deep sea ports for trade with Europe led the North to industrialize and to depend on
manufacturing and trade for its livelihood rather than depending on agriculture. The fast-moving rivers created wa-
ter power for the mills. Small towns clustered around these mills, and larger cities grew along the coast. Many im-
migrants came from Europe to work in these mills and to establish new lives in America.

The climate and soil of the southern states allowed for large-scale planting of a few profitable crops. Tobacco
and cotton were grown on large plantations. Cultivating and harvesting these crops was backbreaking work. Slave
labor was available and, from the standpoint of the plantation owners, very economical. Thus, the development of
the southern economy was very different from that of the northern states.

With expansion to the west, more economic styles developed. The center of the country proved to be well
suited for growing food crops. In fact, the Midwest is commonly called America’s breadbasket. The southwestern
regions proved to be the perfect areas for raising sheep and cattle. Each area had its own labor needs. As the territo-
ries spread out and as new states joined the Union, slavery became an important issue. From 1808 onward, the right
to import and own slaves was a constant point of debate in Congress. Compromises were made with regard to the
admission of each new state, but tempers often rose. The slavery question was eventually settled by the Civil War.

Even while the United States was growing, all was not peaceful. Westward expansion involved displacement
of the Native American Indians who had lived here before settlers arrived. In some cases, relations were friendly,
but many times they were hostile.

War with the Indians was not the only problem. In 1812, the United States declared war against England. The
main reason for this war was freedom of the high seas. England had been stopping American ships and taking American
seamen from them to serve in the British navy. The United States won the war, but not before the British had burned
down the entire new city of Washington, D.C. The War of 1812 was the last war to be fought with a European power
on American soil. This was not, unfortunately, the last foreign war on American soil. The Mexican War, which be-
gan in 1846, was the last. When the United States defeated Mexico, it gained parts of Texas, California, and New
Mexico.

Just the Facts
For almost 100 years, the United States continued to expand and acquire new territory, eventually becoming the
country that you see on the map now. The Northwest Territories were annexed in 1785. For a feeling of where “north-
west” was at that time, this area later became Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, and North Dakota. The
1803 Louisiana Purchase from France added land from the Gulf of Mexico to the Canadian border and from the
Mississippi River west to the Rockies. Florida was purchased from Spain in 1819. In the mid-1840s, the United States
acquired much of the West and Southwest after war with Mexico—some by annexation, some by purchase. In 1867,
Alaska was purchased from Russia. Hawaii, an independent republic, became a territory of the United States in 1898.
As the country grew, economies of different regions had different needs.
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The Civil War
The problems of the United States did not disappear with the defeat of its foreign enemies. The struggle between the
North and South was highlighted by differences over slavery, but many other differences existed as well. The argu-
ment can be summed up as a dispute over states’ rights. The southern states felt that the federal government was
wielding too much power. They felt that they should have more rights as individual states. The southern states threat-
ened to secede (to separate themselves) from the Union and backed up their threat by attacking Fort Sumter in South
Carolina.

The federal government refused to accept the idea that states could resign from the Union and treated the at-
tackers as rebellious states rather than as another nation. Eleven states declared that they had seceded and formed
the Confederate States of America. The member states of the Confederacy were South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida,
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina, and Tennessee. Their President was Jefferson
Davis.

Four other slave states—Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, and Missouri—chose to remain in the Union. The
Civil War, also known as the War Between the States, lasted from 1861 to 1865. This was a very unhappy period in
the history of the United States. Because no border restrictions existed among the states, members of families were
often scattered in different parts of the nation. This meant that fathers might be fighting against sons and brothers
against brothers. Medical science was inadequate for the wounds inflicted, and sanitation was almost nonexistent.
Casualties were high, and the land itself was devastated.

By the Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln declared that all slaves in
any parts of the country that were in rebellion against the United States were now free. Slaves in states that had
remained loyal to the United States were not affected by the Emancipation Proclamation. These slaves were freed by
the 13th Amendment, which was passed shortly after the end of the Civil War.

The Civil War ended in 1865, and the reunited country began a process of reconstruction. Agriculture was
revived; industrialization proceeded at a very rapid pace; and the population grew quickly. Immigrants contributed
significantly to the progress of the nation.

Just the Facts
The difference in needs between the different regions of the United States led to many disagreements. One of these
disagreements resulted in the Civil War. The South tried to leave the Union (secede) over the issues of slavery and
states’ rights.

Abraham Lincoln was the President of the North during the war to preserve the Union; Jefferson Davis was
the President of the South. Generals Robert E. Lee and Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson were leaders of the Confed-
erate army (the South). The Civil War between the Union and the Confederacy was eventually won by the Union.

Modern History
Aside from involvement in the Spanish-American War in 1898, provoked when the Spanish destroyed the U.S. battle-
ship Maine in Havana harbor, times were relatively peaceful. But it was a busy time for industry, labor, Congress,
and the American people. Between the end of the Civil War in 1865 and our entry into World War I in 1917, the
country as a whole grew and prospered, and the United States became a powerful nation in the world. Immigrants
flowed into the country and rapidly found their way into American society and the American economy. The United
States absorbed so many immigrants that it was called a melting pot of cultures and races.

In this period, labor began to organize, and legislation was passed in attempts to control child labor and to
encourage safe working conditions for coal miners. Amendments to the Constitution clarified ways in which Consti-
tutional protections governed the actions of the states and how they extended directly to the people. Other amend-
ments defined citizenship and extended the rights of citizens, including granting the right to vote to former slaves.
This was also the era of Prohibition, the time in which the production and sale of liquor was constitutionally prohib-
ited throughout the United States, but it was nevertheless a time of fun, happiness, and lively music and dance.

Americans were pleased with their own lives. Their attitude toward Europe and its problems was that Europe
was far away. Americans wanted to remain isolated even as Europe was at war.
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In 1915, a German submarine sank the passenger liner Lusitania, with many American civilians aboard. This
action led many Americans to change their minds, and in 1917 the United States entered the war. (You will notice
that the sinking of ships brought the United States into a number of wars. Sinking of the battleship Maine led to the
Spanish American War; sinking of the liner Lusitania drew us into the First World War; and the bombing of Pearl
Harbor and total destruction of the aircraft carrier Arizona, along with many other ships, caused our entry into the
Second World War.)

The First World War was over in 1918. It had been an expensive war for all the countries involved. Recovery
was also expensive, and money was mishandled and invested unwisely. On October 24, 1929, the American stock
market fell in a great crash, and many banks failed. There was no money with which to pay workers, so millions of
Americans lost their jobs. Unemployment was high, and poverty spread rapidly. This was the period of the Great
Depression, which continued from 1929 to 1939. The Great Depression was not limited to the United States. Europe
was undergoing a similar depression.

In the United States, people elected President Franklin D. Roosevelt. President Roosevelt was a strong leader
with many creative ideas for social programs and federally funded work projects to help people recover and to im-
prove the economy. President Roosevelt is credited with bringing the United States and its people out of the Great
Depression. In Europe, the depression and misery led the people to turn to dictators who promised a better life.

The rise of dictatorship in Europe did indeed lead to improvements in the lives of the people for a short pe-
riod. However, in some cases, dictatorship and the power that accompanies it can lead to a desire for still more power.
The German dictator, Adolf Hitler, was a ruthless dictator. He led his armies to occupy one European country after
another, imposing his own immorality on citizens of occupied countries. American isolationists did their best to keep
the United States from becoming involved. The United States was just emerging from the depression and many citi-
zens wanted a chance to recover in peace.

At the same time, the Japanese government was attempting to dominate the Far East, just as the German gov-
ernment was attempting to absorb all of Europe. The United States joined the war after the Japanese carried out a
surprise attack on the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941. The surprise attack, early on a
Sunday morning, caused more than 3,300 American deaths. President Roosevelt called December 7 “a date that will
live in infamy.” Congress promptly declared war against both Japan and Germany. The United States entered World
War II as a major participant.

The war in Europe was won by the allied forces of the United States, England, Canada, Russia, and soldiers of
European nations. The war in the Far East ended abruptly when the United States dropped an atomic bomb on the
Japanese city of Hiroshima and then three days later dropped an atomic bomb on Nagasaki. President Harry Truman,
who had succeeded President Roosevelt, made the difficult decision to use atomic weapons on civilian populations
in order to save thousands of American servicemen’s lives.

When the war ended, the victorious nations met and discussed forming some sort of world government that
could help prevent such a devastating war from occurring again. They hoped to develop a United Nations that could
solve problems through discussion, debate, and compromise. They hoped that a multinational peace-keeping force
could stop tiny conflicts and prevent them from growing into full-scale wars. The United Nations was established
with its headquarters in New York City. It has had some successes and some failures and still exists today.

With the end of World War II in 1945 came new governments and new alliances. Russian communism emerged
as a new form of dictatorship and was expanding throughout Europe. This Russian communist nation, known as the
Soviet Union,  never directly attacked the United States or our citizens, so we never entered into a full-fledged war.
The hostility and strained relations between the United States and the Soviet Union were called the Cold War. At the
same time, another style of communism, Chinese communism, was taking hold in Asia and was spreading into North
Korea and the northern part of the Indochinese peninsula.

In 1950, North Korea, with the assistance of Chinese communist troops, attacked its neighbor, South Korea.
The United States went to battle to help defend South Korea, but this time as a member of the international United
Nations forces rather than as an individual nation. The Korean Conflict ended in 1953.

The American government feared that once communist governments gained control, they tended to spread their
influence rapidly and threatened the peace of the entire world. Because of this fear, the United States attempted to
stop the spread of communism in Southeast Asia by assisting the South Vietnamese in their war against the North
Vietnamese.

The Vietnam War extended from 1964 to 1973. It was an unpopular cause. Many Americans felt that we were
fighting an undefined enemy for an undefined reason. They felt that we were interfering in a Vietnamese civil war
and had no business there. They did not want the United States to become a nation that was always at war. When the
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conflict was finally over, the American people wanted to show the world how kind-hearted and peaceful we really
are. The United States opened its doors to war refugees and to victims of tyranny and oppression. We became much
more hospitable and friendly to immigrants. Now you can benefit from this friendly attitude.

This brief history dwells heavily on the wars in which the United States has been involved. Wars and their
dates and circumstances are good anchor dates for discussions of what was happening in the United States and abroad
at a given time. War has not, however, been the chief motivating force of the American government or the Ameri-
can people. Americans are devoted to the goals of justice and equality and to an ever-improving quality of life. The
middle of the twentieth century was marked by many social struggles. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a leader in a
national civil rights movement to get rid of laws and practices that are unfair to minority group members. Between
and even during wars, amendments and legislation granted greater equality, civil rights, and human rights to mem-
bers of minority groups, women, the elderly, the handicapped, and even to those accused of crimes.

Just the Facts
In the late 1800s and through the first half of the 1900s, millions of people immigrated to the United States. Immi-
gration led to huge population growth and the expansion of population throughout the land area of the United States.
The increase in population led to an increase in industrial production and, therefore, to an increase in the industrial
workforce. Labor unions were created to improve working conditions and to raise workers’ wages in industry, min-
ing, and the railroads. During the Great Depression, which began with the stock market crash of 1929, many people
were out of work.

In the twentieth century, the United States was involved in a number of wars. In WWI, America fought along-
side Britain and Russia against German expansion. American involvement in World War II began in the Pacific with
the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, by the Japanese and ended with the atomic bombing of Japan by the United
States.

State and Local Governments
Each state has its own constitution and its own government divided into three branches. The state Legislative Branch
usually has two elected groups, which in many states are called the Senate and the Assembly. The Executive Branch
is headed by the state’s Governor, who is elected by the people. The Judicial Branch is made up of the state courts,
which interpret state laws.

All states have equal rights, and each state sets up counties, towns, and cities to provide for local government.
The elected head of a city is most often called a mayor.

Other Important Facts
Knowing the general history of the United States will help you to answer many of the questions the examiner is
likely to ask you. The following facts, even though they are not part of our history, are also important:

• The American flag is red, white, and blue.

• There are currently fifty states, each with its own star on the flag.

• The Statue of Liberty, a symbol of freedom, is in New York Harbor.

• Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia are symbols of freedom.

• Most people earning income in the United States must file income tax forms, even if they are not U.S. citizens.
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Chapter 8

PRACTICE TESTS

The following multiple-choice questions will give you plenty of practice with the subject matter of the civics test.
These questions are not actually taken from the test, but they are very similar. Some may be asked by the INS exam-
iner who gives you the test.

We will give you 20 questions on each multiple-choice exam. You have 30 minutes in which to answer the 20
questions on each exam. Limit yourself to the 30 minutes to answer questions on each of these practice tests. An-
swer every question. If you are not certain of an answer, eliminate answers that you are sure are wrong and choose
from those remaining. When you finish, compare your answers with those provided. You must correctly answer 12
questions on one exam in order to pass. If you cannot answer 12 questions correctly, or if you feel that many of your
correct answers were lucky guesses, then you should return to the Federal Textbooks on Citizenship listed in Chap-
ter 6, “Applying for Naturalization.” You may also find it helpful to reread Chapter 7, “Preparing for the English
and Civics Tests.”

Use a piece of scratch paper to record your answers.

PRACTICE TEST ONE
1. In order to vote, a person must be 18 years of

age or older and be a

(A) property owner.
(B) woman.
(C) citizen.
(D) taxpayer.

2. A person cannot become Vice President unless
he or she was born

(A) in one of the original thirteen states.
(B) in the United States.
(C) later than the President.
(D) in the same state as the President.

3. The system of checks and balances gives the

(A) President power to overrule state gover-
nors.

(B) Supreme Court the power to amend the
Constitution.

(C) House of Representatives power to pass
bills that the Senate refuses to approve.

(D) Senate power to approve treaties.

4. In which war was the city of Washington, D.C.,
burned down?

(A) War of 1812
(B) Civil War
(C) Revolutionary War
(D) Spanish-American War

5. A member of the Senate may not at the same
time

(A) serve as an Ambassador.
(B) own a home outside of the state from

which he or she was elected.
(C) travel abroad.
(D) campaign for office.

6. The state most recently admitted to the Union is

(A) Alaska.
(B) Hawaii.
(C) Delaware.
(D) Washington.

7. The number of members in the House of
Representatives is

(A) 100
(B) 109
(C) 435
(D) 535

8. The amendment to the Constitution that
protects citizens from unwarranted search of
their homes or seizure of their property is the

(A) First.
(B) Second.
(C) Fourth.
(D) Sixth.
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9. The President of the United States must be a
native-born citizen and must be at least how
many years old?

(A) 25
(B) 30
(C) 35
(D) 39

10. The National Anthem of the United States is
called

(A) “America the Beautiful.”
(B) “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
(C) “Battle Hymn of the Republic.”
(D) “God Bless America.”

11. If a federal official is impeached and is found
guilty, he or she will

(A) go to prison.
(B) be deported.
(C) pay a fine.
(D) lose his or her job.

12. Which of these states did not secede from the
Union?

(A) Florida
(B) Tennessee
(C) Maryland
(D) Texas

13. Which document begins with the words, “We
the People of the United States . . .”?

(A) Declaration of Independence
(B) Constitution
(C) Mayflower Compact
(D) Bill of Rights

14. The term “President’s cabinet” refers to

(A) the piece of furniture in which unsigned
bills are filed.

(B) Congressional committee heads.
(C) the President’s secretarial staff.
(D) a group of advisers.

15. Of the following structures, the one that is not
in Washington, D.C., is

(A) Independence Hall.
(B) the White House.
(C) the Thomas Jefferson Memorial.
(D) the Washington Monument.

16. If the President vetoes a bill, that bill can still
become law by a vote of

(A) a majority of both houses meeting in joint
session.

(B) two thirds of the members of each house of
Congress.

(C) three fourths of the members of each house
of Congress.

(D) three fourths of all the states.

17. The Civil War was fought in

(A) New England.
(B) Central America.
(C) the southern United States.
(D) Cuba.

18. A ruling of the Supreme Court

(A) may be resubmitted to the Supreme Court
on appeal.

(B) may be appealed directly to the President.
(C) may be overturned by a ¾  vote of both

Houses of Congress.
(D) must be accepted.

19. A divorce granted in one state is recognized as
valid in all states by virtue of

(A) the “full faith and credit clause” of the
Constitution.

(B) a law passed by Congress.
(C) the Bill of Rights.
(D) the principle of states’ rights.

20. What was the effect of the dropping of the first
atomic bombs?

(A) The Korean War was begun.
(B) World War II ended in the Far East.
(C) World War II ended in Europe.
(D) Members of disadvantaged minority

groups rioted in Los Angeles.
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Answer Key—Practice Test One
Check your answers to the questions in Practice Test One against these correct answers. If you passed comfortably,
take the next two tests for more practice. If you failed or just barely passed, or if you simply feel uncomfortable,
study some more and review before you try another practice test.

1. The correct answer is (C).

2. The correct answer is (B).

3. The correct answer is (D).

4. The correct answer is (A).

5. The correct answer is (A).

6. The correct answer is (B).

7. The correct answer is (C).

8. The correct answer is (C).

9. The correct answer is (C).

10. The correct answer is (B).

11. The correct answer is (D).

12. The correct answer is (C).

13. The correct answer is (B).

14. The correct answer is (D).

15. The correct answer is (A).

16. The correct answer is (B).

17. The correct answer is (C).

18. The correct answer is (D).

19. The correct answer is (A).

20. The correct answer is (B).

PRACTICE TEST TWO

1. The first English settlers in the Massachusetts
colony came to this country

(A) instead of serving time in debtor’s prison.
(B) to escape famine.
(C) in search of religious freedom.
(D) to avoid paying taxes to the king.

2. Why did George Washington serve only two
terms as President?

(A) The Constitution limits a President to two
terms.

(B) He retired.
(C) He was not reelected.
(D) He died.

3. The call “Remember the Maine” rallied
American forces to battle in which war?

(A) French and Indian War
(B) Spanish-American War
(C) Civil War
(D) World War II

4. The Statue of Liberty may be seen and visited
in

(A) Plymouth, Massachusetts.
(B) Washington, D.C.
(C) Philadelphia’s Independence Hall.
(D) New York Harbor.

5. What is the term of office served by a federal
judge?

(A) Six years
(B) Thirteen years
(C) His or her lifetime
(D) Until the next President is elected

6. In World War II, the group of countries
including Germany, Italy, and Japan was called
the

(A) Axis.
(B) Allies.
(C) Central Powers.
(D) United Front.

7. The heads of executive departments serve as
members of the President’s cabinet. One of
these, the head of the Department of Justice, is
the Attorney General. Every other cabinet
member bears the title

(A) Department Head.
(B) Secretary.
(C) Executive.
(D) General Attorney.
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8. From the standpoint of the states that seceded
from the Union at the start of the Civil War, the
chief issues were states’ rights and the desire to
live under laws that favored the Southern
economy. From the standpoint of the federal
government, and most especially that of
President Lincoln, the issue over which the war
was fought was

(A) the South’s allegiance with France.
(B) the price of cotton.
(C) the indivisibility of the Union.
(D) freedom of the seas.

9. In the history of the United States, only one
President prior to President Clinton has been
impeached, and that President also was not
convicted by the Senate and, therefore, served
out the remainder of his term. Who was that
President?

(A) Richard Nixon
(B) Andrew Jackson
(C) Lyndon Johnson
(D) Andrew Johnson

10. The group of men who debated independence
was called the

(A) Continental Congress.
(B) Mayflower Compact.
(C) Senate.
(D) Conference of Governors.

11. Who has the power to declare war?

(A) House of Representatives
(B) Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces
(C) Senate
(D) Congress

12. The Supreme Law of the Land is

(A) the final ruling of the Supreme Court.
(B) the most recent amendment to the Consti-

tution.
(C) the Constitution.
(D) a joint resolution of Congress.

13. Which group received the right to vote most
recently?

(A) Women
(B) Former slaves
(C) Poor people
(D) 18-year-olds

14. Who is called “the Father of Our Country”?

(A) King George III of England
(B) George Washington
(C) Abraham Lincoln
(D) Martin Luther King Jr.

15. Political parties are not mentioned in the
Constitution, but the right for the people to
peaceably assemble, as granted by the First
Amendment, clearly allows for political parties.
The two political parties most active in the
United States today are the

(A) Liberal Party and the Conservative Party.
(B) Labor Party and Conservative Party.
(C) Democrat Party and Republican Party.
(D) Republican Party and People’s Party.

16. The right to trial by jury means that

(A) the trial will be fair.
(B) a panel of three judges must agree on a

verdict.
(C) trial judges are elected by a vote of the

people.
(D) guilt or innocence is determined by

ordinary citizens who listen to the evi-
dence.

17. What happens if the President dies in office?

(A) The Vice President automatically becomes
President.

(B) The Electoral College meets and elects a
new President.

(C) The House of Representatives chooses a
new President.

(D) The Chief Justice appoints a new President.

18. Since the passage of the Thirteenth Amend-
ment,

(A) a general census has been taken every 10
years.

(B) slavery has been illegal.
(C) naturalized citizens have been permitted to

vote.
(D) all wage earners have been required to pay

an income tax.
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19. All but one of the following statements are true.
Which statement is not true?

(A) Every state has its own constitution by
which that state is governed.

(B) A state cannot pass and enforce a law that
is in conflict with the U.S. Constitution.

(C) Each state can restrict trade with other
states.

(D) Every state has its own judicial system,
that is, its own set of courts.

20. If a person who has committed a crime in one
state leaves that state and is caught in another
state, the state in which the person was caught
will

(A) try him or her for the crime.
(B) return him or her to the state in which the

crime was committed.
(C) send him or her to the state of which he or

she is a citizen.
(D) send him or her to a state in which he or

she is unknown so as to ensure an impartial
jury.

Answer Key—Practice Test Two

1. The correct answer is (C).

2. The correct answer is (B).

3. The correct answer is (B).

4. The correct answer is (D).

5. The correct answer is (C).

6. The correct answer is (A).

7. The correct answer is (B).

8. The correct answer is (C).

9. The correct answer is (D).

10. The correct answer is (A).

11. The correct answer is (D).

12. The correct answer is (C).

13. The correct answer is (D).

14. The correct answer is (B).

15. The correct answer is (C).

16. The correct answer is (D).

17. The correct answer is (A).

18. The correct answer is (B).

19. The correct answer is (C).

20. The correct answer is (B).

PRACTICE TEST THREE

1. Where were the original thirteen American
colonies located?

(A) On the East Coast
(B) On the West Coast
(C) In the Midwest
(D) In the Southwest

2. When is Independence Day?

(A) May 30
(B) July 4
(C) September 7
(D) November 24

3. A naturalized U.S. citizen may be required to

(A) vote.
(B) serve on a jury.
(C) make campaign contributions.
(D) bring family members to the United States.

4. The first ten amendments to the United States
Constitution are called the

(A) Bill of Rights.
(B) Rights of States.
(C) Articles of Confederation.
(D) Declaration of Independence.



Part III Naturalization

110        www.petersons.com/arco ARCO    ■■■■■     How to Become a U.S. Citizen

5. Freedom of speech and religion are protected
by

(A) the Declaration of Independence.
(B) the Bill of Rights.
(C) early laws of Congress.
(D) state laws.

6. The first President of the United States was

(A) Abraham Lincoln.
(B) James Madison.
(C) Thomas Jefferson.
(D) George Washington.

7. The term “Reconstruction” refers to

(A) the time after the War of 1812 during
which Washington, D.C., was rebuilt.

(B) creation of the memorial to victims on the
battleship Arizona at Pearl Harbor.

(C) the post-Civil War era in the South.
(D) mine safety improvements won by the

United Mine Workers.

8. During the Civil War, the U.S. President was

(A) Ulysses S. Grant.
(B) Andrew Jackson.
(C) Abraham Lincoln.
(D) Jefferson Davis.

9. An amendment to the Constitution gave women
the right to

(A) vote.
(B) speak freely.
(C) own property.
(D) serve in the army.

10. When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, the
United States entered

(A) World War I.
(B) World War II.
(C) the Korean War.
(D) the Vietnam War.

11. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was a

(A) senator.
(B) governor.
(C) medical scientist.
(D) civil rights leader.

12. Which city is the capital of the United States?

(A) Washington, D.C.
(B) New York City
(C) Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
(D) Boston, Massachusetts

13. The head of the Executive branch of the United
States government is the

(A) Governor.
(B) President.
(C) Chief Justice.
(D) Speaker of the House.

14. A presidential election is held every

(A) year.
(B) two years.
(C) four years.
(D) six years.

15. The Cold War was

(A) fought in Alaska.
(B) a period of hostility but no fighting.
(C) another name for the Civil War.
(D) begun with the dropping of the first atomic

bomb.

16. The United States Congress is made up of the
Senate and the

(A) Assembly.
(B) Lower House.
(C) House of Commons.
(D) House of Representatives.

17. A state government is headed by a

(A) governor.
(B) secretary of state.
(C) president.
(D) senator.

18. A mayor governs a

(A) city.
(B) county.
(C) province.
(D) region.

19. The United Nations is an international organi-
zation

(A) of which the United States is a member.
(B) with power to override the Constitution of

the United States.
(C) to which the United States does not belong.
(D) that has its headquarters in Europe.

20. A U.S. citizen has the right to do all of the
following EXCEPT

(A) march in front of the White House to
protest immigration policies.

(B) plot to overthrow the government by force.
(C) burn the American flag.
(D) choose to work in a hospital instead of

serving in the armed forces.



Chapter 8 Practice Tests

www.petersons.com/arco        111ARCO    ■■■■■     How to Become a U.S. Citizen

Answer Key—Practice Test Three
1. The correct answer is (A).

2. The correct answer is (B).

3. The correct answer is (B).

4. The correct answer is (A).

5. The correct answer is (B).

6. The correct answer is (D).

7. The correct answer is (C).

8. The correct answer is (C).

9. The correct answer is (A).

10. The correct answer is (B).

11. The correct answer is (D).

12. The correct answer is (A).

13. The correct answer is (B).

14. The correct answer is (C).

15. The correct answer is (B).

16. The correct answer is (D).

17. The correct answer is (A).

18. The correct answer is (A).

19. The correct answer is (A).

20. The correct answer is (B).

THE OFFICIAL INS INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
Now that you are an expert on U.S. history and government, you should review the 100 sample questions that INS
examiners generally use as the basis for the real civics test. Under current INS policy, examiners will ask between
ten and twenty of the questions on this list. You must answer at least 60 percent of the questions correctly to pass
the test. If you do not pass the test during your initial naturalization interview, you will have another chance to pass
it (or, for that matter, the English test) within 90 days after you take it for the first time.

1. What are the colors of our flag?

2. How many stars are there on our flag?

3. What color are the stars on our flag?

4. What do the stars on the flag mean?

5. How many stripes are on the flag?

6. What color are the stripes?

7. What do the stripes on the flag mean?

8. How many states are there in the union?

9. What is the Fourth of July?

10. What is the date of Independence Day?

11. Independence from whom?

12. What country did we fight during the Revolu-
tionary War?

13. Who was the first President of the United
States?

14. Who is the President of the United States
today?

15. Who is the Vice President of the United States
today?

16. Who elects the President of the United States?

17. Who becomes President of the United States if
the President should die?

18. For how long do we the elect the President?

19. What is the Constitution?

20. Can the Constitution be changed?

21. What do we call a change to the Constitution?

22. How many changes or amendments are there to
the Constitution?

23. How many branches are there in our govern-
ment?

24. What are the three branches of our govern-
ment?

25. What is the Legislative Branch of our govern-
ment?

26. Who makes the laws in the United States?

27. What is Congress?
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28. What are the duties of Congress?

29. Who elects Congress?

30. How many senators are there in Congress?

31. Can you name the two senators from your
state?

32. For how long do we elect each senator?

33. How many representatives are there in Con-
gress?

34. For how long do we elect the representatives?

35. What is the Executive Branch of our govern-
ment?

36. What is the Judiciary Branch of our govern-
ment?

37. What are the duties of the Supreme Court?

38. What is the supreme law of the United States?

39. What is the Bill of Rights?

40. What is the capital of your state?

41. Who is the current governor of your state?

42. Who becomes President of the United States if
the President and Vice President should die?

43. Who is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court?

44. Can you name the thirteen original states?

45. Who said “Give me liberty or give me death”?

46. Which countries were our enemies during
World War II?

47. What are the forty-ninth and fiftieth states of
the Union?

48. How many terms can a President serve?

49. Who was Martin Luther King Jr.?

50. Who is the head of your local government?

51. According to the Constitution, a person must
meet certain requirements in order to be
eligible to become President. Name one of
these requirements.

52. Why are there 100 senators in the Senate?

53. Who selects the Supreme Court Justices?

54. How many Supreme Court Justices are there?

55. Why did the pilgrims come to America?

56. What is the head executive of a state govern-
ment called?

57. What is the head executive of a city govern-
ment called?

58. What holiday was celebrated for the first time
by the American colonists?

59. Who was the main writer of the Declaration of
Independence?

60. When was the Declaration of Independence
adopted?

61. What is the basic belief of the Declaration of
Independence?

62. What is the National Anthem of the United
States?

63. Who wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner”?

64. Where does freedom of speech come from?

65. What is the minimum voting age in the United
States?

66. Who signs bills into law?

67. What is the highest court in the United States?

68. Who was President during the Civil War?

69. What did the Emancipation Proclamation do?

70. What special group advises the President?

71. Which President is called “the Father of Our
Country”?

72. What Immigration and Naturalization Service
form is used to apply for naturalized citizen-
ship?

73. Who helped the pilgrims in America?

74. What is the name of the ship that brought the
pilgrims to America?

75. What were the thirteen original states of the
United States called?

76. Name three rights or freedoms guaranteed by
the Bill of Rights.

77. Who has the power to declare war?

78. What kind of government does the United
States have?
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79. Which President freed the slaves?

80. In what year was the Constitution written?

81. What are the first ten Amendments to the
Constitution called?

82. Name one purpose of the United Nations.

83. Where does Congress meet?

84. Whose rights are guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights?

85. What is the introduction to the Constitution
called?

86. Name one benefit of being a citizen of the
United States.

87. What is the most important right granted to
U.S. citizens?

88. What is the United States capitol?

89. What is the White House?

90. Where is the White House located?

91. What is the name of the President’s official
home?

92. Name one right guaranteed by the First Amend-
ment.

93. Who is the Commander-in-Chief of the U.S.
military?

94. Which President was the first
Commander-in-Chief of the U.S. military?

95. In what month do we vote for the President?

96. In what month is the new President inaugu-
rated?

97. How many times may a senator be reelected?

98. How many times may a congressman be
reelected?

99. What are the two major political parties in the
United States today?

100. How many states are there in the United States?

Answers

1. Red, white, and blue

2. Fifty

3. White

4. One for each state in the Union

5. Thirteen

6. Red and white

7. They represent the original thirteen states.

8. Fifty

9. Independence Day

10. July 4th

11. England

12. England

13. George Washington

14. [insert correct answer]

15. [insert correct answer]

16. The Electoral College

17. Vice President

18. Four years

19. The supreme law of the land

20. Yes

21. An amendment

22. Twenty-seven

23. Three

24. Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary

25. Congress

26. Congress

27. The Senate and the House of Representatives

28. To make laws

29. The people

30. 100
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31. [determine by locality]

32. Six years

33. 435

34. Two years

35. The President, Cabinet, and departments under
the cabinet members

36. The Supreme Court

37. To interpret laws

38. The Constitution

39. The first ten Amendments of the Constitution

40. [determine by locality]

41. [determine by locality]

42. Speaker of the House of Representatives

43. William Rehnquist

44. Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey,
New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, South Carolina, and Virginia

45. Patrick Henry

46. Germany, Italy, and Japan

47. Hawaii and Alaska

48. Two

49. A civil rights leader

50. [determine by locality]

51. Must be a natural born citizen of the United
States, must be at least 35 years old by the time
he/she will serve, must have lived in the United
States for at least 14 years

52. Two from each state

53. Appointed by the President

54. Nine

55. For religious freedom

56. Governor

57. Mayor

58. Thanksgiving

59. Thomas Jefferson

60. July 4, 1776

61. That all men are created equal

62. “The Star-Spangled Banner”

63. Francis Scott Key

64. The Bill of Rights

65. Eighteen

66. The President

67. The Supreme Court

68. Abraham Lincoln

69. Freed many slaves

70. The Cabinet

71. George Washington

72. Form N-400 (Application for Naturalization)

73. The American Indians (Native Americans)

74. The Mayflower

75. Colonies

76. (a) Freedom of speech, press, religion,
peaceable assembly, and requesting change of
government

(b) The right to bear arms (the right to have
weapons or own a gun, though subject to
certain regulations)

(c) The government may not quarter, or house,
soldiers in citizens’ homes during peace-
time without their consent

(d) The government may not search or take a
person’s property without a warrant

(e) A person may not be tried twice for the
same crime and does not have to testify
against himself or herself

(f) A person charged with a crime still has
some rights, such as the right to a fair trial
and to have a lawyer

(g) The right to trial by jury, in most cases
(h) Protection of people against excessive or

unreasonable fines or cruel and unusual
punishment

(i) The people have rights other than those
mentioned in the Constitution

(j) Any power not given to the federal
government by the Constitution is a power
of either the states or the people

77. The Congress
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78. A Republic

79. Abraham Lincoln

80. 1787

81. The Bill of Rights

82. For countries to discuss and try to resolve
world problems, to provide economic aid to
many countries

83. In the Capitol in Washington, D.C.

84. Everyone (citizens and noncitizens living in the
United States)

85. The Preamble

86. Obtain federal government jobs, travel with a
U.S. passport, petition for close relatives to
come to the United States to live

87. The right to vote

88. The place where Congress meets

89. The President’s official home

90. 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. Northwest, Washing-
ton, D.C.

91. The White House

92. Freedom of Speech, Press, Religion, Peaceable
Assembly, and Requesting Change of the
Government

93. The President

94. George Washington

95. November

96. January

97. There is no limit.

98. There is no limit.

99. Democrat and Republican

100. Fifty

QUESTIONS FOR APPLICANTS
MEETING THE 65/20 EXCEPTION

Applicants for naturalization who have been living in the United States subsequent to lawful admission for perma-
nent residence for at least 20 years and who are 65 years of age or older on the date of filing are given special
consideration in satisfying the civics requirement.

This means that these applicants can take a simpler version of the civics test. Applicants entitled to special
consideration will be asked ten questions from the following list. Applicants must answer at least six questions
correctly to pass.

Because these applicants are also exempt from the English literacy requirement, they may be tested in the
language of their choice.

1. Why do we celebrate the Fourth of July?

2. Who was the first President of the United
States?

3. Who is President of the United States today?

4. What is the Constitution?

5. What are the first ten amendments of the
Constitution called?

6. Who elects Congress?

7. How many senators are there in Congress?

8. For how long do we elect each senator?

9. For how long do we elect the representative in
Congress?

10. Who nominates judges to the Supreme Court?

11. What are the three branches of our govern-
ment?

12. What is the highest court in the United States?

13. What major river running north to south divides
the United States?

14. The Civil War was fought over what important
issue?

15. Name the two major political parties in the
United States today.

16. How many states are there in the United States?

17. What is the capital of the United States?
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18. What is the minimum voting age in the United
States?

19. Who was Martin Luther King Jr.?

20. What nation was first to land a man on the
moon?

21. What is the capital of your state?

22. What is it called if the President refuses to sign
a bill into law and returns it to Congress with
his objections?

23. What two oceans bound the United States?

24. What famous American invented the electric
light bulb?

25. What is the National Anthem of the United
States?

Answers

1. The Fourth of July is Independence Day.

2. George Washington

3. [insert correct answer]

4. The supreme law of the land

5. The Bill of Rights

6. The people

7. 100

8. Six years

9. Two years

10. The President

11. Legislative, Executive, and Judicial

12. The Supreme Court

13. The Mississippi River

14. Slavery or states rights

15. Democratic and Republican

16. Fifty

17. Washington, D.C.

18. 18

19. A civil rights leader

20. The United States of America

21. [insert local information]

22. Veto

23. The Atlantic and Pacific oceans

24. Thomas Edison

25. “The Star-Spangled Banner”

After reading this chapter and taking our three practice tests, you should be well-prepared for the civics test. Good
luck; we will see you at the oath ceremony!
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APPENDIX OF INS FORMS

The following forms, along with their accompanying instructions, appear in the order that they are first mentioned in
the text. You should find these copies and instructions very useful as you gather information and documents. You
might also practice filling out these copies, adjusting your words and handwriting to fit the spaces. You can’t use
these copies for actual filing. You must get original forms and fill them out according to their attached instructions.
You may obtain INS forms, instructions, and fee schedules from your local INS office or by calling the INS Forms
Request Line at 1-800-870-3676. You may also download INS forms, instructions, and fee schedules from the INS
Web site, which may be found at http://www.ins.usdoj.gov. Please note that in most cases, the INS has increased the
filing fees that are printed on the forms. As a result, you should obtain a current fee schedule before you file any-
thing with the INS.

Form I-539: Application to Extend/Change
Nonimmigrant Status

Form I-134: Affidavit of Support

Form I-20: Certificate of Eligibility for Nonim-
migrant (F-1) Student Status

Form I-130: Petition for Alien Relative

Form I-485: Application to Register Permanent
Residence or Adjust Status

Form G-325A: Biographic Information

Form M378: Color Photograph Specifications

Form I-864: Affidavit of Support Under Section
213A of the Act

Form I-864A: Contract Between Sponsor and
Household Member

Form I-865: Sponsor’s Notice of Change of
Address

Form I-765: Application for Employment
Authorization

Form I-751: Petition to Remove Conditions on
Residence

Form N-400: Application for Naturalization
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