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The Environment of Pakistan

1 (a) Study the map of Pakistan, Fig. 1. 

Fig. 1
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On your answer paper:

(i) state the number of degrees north of latitude A (Murree is 34°N), [1]

(ii) name the mountain range B, [1]

(iii) name the river C, [1]

(iv) name the desert D, [1]

(v) name city E. [1]

(b) Study the rainfall graph for Murree located on the map, Fig. 1.

(i) What is the total rainfall for the period July-August? [1]

(ii) Explain the high rainfall total for the period July-August. [5]

(iii) Describe the amount and pattern of Murree’s rainfall from December to March. [3]

(iv) Explain why Murree has rainfall in winter. [3]

(v) What type of rainfall does Murree receive in May-June and October-November and how
is it formed? [4]

(c) Study the rainfall graphs for Nok Kundi and Murree located on the map, Fig. 1.

(i) How much more rainfall does the driest month at Murree receive than the wettest month
at Nok Kundi? [1]

(ii) Murree has as much rain in its driest month as Nok Kundi receives in a whole year. Why
is the area in which Nok Kundi is situated so dry? [3]
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2 Study Fig.2.

Fig. 2

(a) Describe the distributions of both the areas with natural forests and the irrigated forests
shown on Fig.2. [4]
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(b) There has been deforestation within the areas with natural forests. How has this caused
problems for:

(i) communications in the mountain areas, [3]

(ii) farming on valley floors and plains, [3]

(iii) hydro-electric (hydel) power supplies? [3]

(c) Linear plantations are common in many parts of Pakistan.

(i) What are linear plantations and where are they found? [4]

(ii) Explain the purposes of linear plantations. [4]

(d) Photograph A (insert) shows a furniture workshop in Chitral which is in an area with natural
forests. Describe the features of this workshop and the characteristics of the type of industry
shown. [4]

3 (a) On 15th April 2002 a heavy thunderstorm occurred in the catchment area of the River Gomal
in the Sulaiman mountains. Photograph B (insert) was taken on 17th April on the piedmont
plain east of these mountains. It shows the Gomal flood plain which was being prepared for
farming, making use of this natural inundation (flooding).

(i) Describe the scene shown. [4]

(ii) How does farming which depends on natural inundation (flooding) like this differ from
farming that depends on irrigation? [4]

(b) Away from the Gomal flood plain, in those areas which the flood waters cannot reach, barani
farming is practised. Give the main characteristics of barani farming and name two crops
grown in this way. [6]

(c) Rice is one of Pakistan’s major crops.

(i) Why is rice a kharif crop? [2]

(ii) Why is rice not grown in areas which only practise barani farming? [2]

(iii) Explain why rice growing is important in north-east Punjab and in the northern Lower
Indus Plain of Sindh. [5]

(iv) Name the main type of rice that is exported and name the country which was a part of
Pakistan and now imports rice from Pakistan. [2]
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4 The sketch map, Fig. 3, shows the location of important industrial centres in north-east Punjab
and their main industries.

Fig. 3
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(a) With the help of Fig. 3 and your own knowledge describe the factors that have encouraged
the growth of industries in this area. [7]

(b) Sialkot is a major industrial centre for export goods.

(i) Sports goods and surgical instruments are very successful industries in Sialkot. With the
help of Fig. 3 and your own knowledge explain why this is so, despite the fact that most
of their raw materials have to be imported. [3]

(ii) About 99% of Sialkot’s industries export their products or supply the exporting factories.
Why are exports very important for the development of Pakistan? [5]

(iii) Since 2000 the Sialkot Export Processing Zone has been in the process of development
at Sambrial and a new airport is being built by the Sialkot Chamber of Commerce. How
will these developments help the expansion of industry? [5]

(c) What factors should be considered when choosing the site for a new airport like the one being
built at Sialkot? [5] 
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5 (a) Balochistan:

• occupies 43.5% of Pakistan 
• has a total population of 6.5 million
• has 5% of the total population of Pakistan
• has an average population density of 19 per square kilometre

(i) Amongst the provinces of Pakistan where does Balochistan rank in terms of size? [1]

(ii) Amongst the provinces of Pakistan where does Balochistan rank in terms of its total
population? [1]

(iii) Describe in no more than two words the average population density of Balochistan. [1]

(b) The map, Fig. 4 shows the densities of population in Balochistan.

Fig. 4

(i) Explain why the area marked A has the highest density of population in Balochistan. [6]

(ii) Explain why large areas of Balochistan have fewer than 11 people per square kilometre.
[7]

(iii) The area marked B is part of the Lower Indus Plain. Explain the density of population in
this area. [4]

(iv) Why is it that in the area to the south-west of line Z–Z some permanent settlements do
exist? [5]
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