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The Environment of Pakistan

1 (a) The sketch cross-section, Fig. 1, shows the main physical features, A to D, of a typical doab.

Fig. 1

For each of the following, give the name of the physical feature and describe its main physical
characteristics:

(i) A, [3]

(ii) B, [3]

(iii) C, [2]

(iv) D. [2]

(b) Compare the natural topographical and drainage features of the Upper Indus Plain with those
of the Lower Indus Plain. [6]

(c) Barrages have resulted in changes in both the Upper and Lower Indus Plains.

(i) Name an example of a barrage. [1]

(ii) Compare the height and length of a barrage with those of a major dam like Tarbela. [2]

(iii) What is the main purpose of a barrage and how is this purpose achieved? [3]

(iv) Briefly describe the changes that have taken place in the land use of the Lower Indus
Plain as a result of building barrages. [3]
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2 (a) Study Fig. 2.

Fig. 2

On your answer paper,

(i) state the number of degrees East of longitude A, [1]

(ii) name the mountain range B, [1]

(iii) name the plateau C, [1]

(iv) name the desert D, [1]

(v) name country E. [1]

(b) Study Fig. 2.

(i) Describe the distribution of oilfields. [2]

(ii) Describe and explain the distribution of oil refineries. [4]
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(c) Study Fig. 3, which shows the amount spent by Pakistan on importing ‘petroleum and
petroleum products’ from 1991 to 2002.

Fig. 3

Describe the trends in the cost of ‘petroleum and petroleum products’ imports shown on
Fig. 3. [3]

(d) (i) Explain in detail why it is necessary for Pakistan to import so much petroleum (crude oil)
even though petroleum is produced in Pakistan. [7]

(ii) What problems are caused for Pakistan because so much is spent on importing
petroleum? [4] 
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3 (a) Study Photograph A (insert) which shows part of a fish farm at Faiz, south of Multan.

(i) Describe the lay-out and features of the fish farm. [4]

(ii) How has the physical topography of the area made it easy to construct the ponds? [3]

(iii) Where has the material come from that has been used to make the banks of the ponds?
[1]

(b) Why is fish farming of growing importance in Pakistan? Credit will be given if you name a
species of fresh water fish reared on fish farms. [4]

(c) Study Photographs B and C (insert) which show parts of one of the many buffalo farms in the
area of Karachi called Buffalo (Cattle Colony).

(i) How can you tell from Photograph B that this is a dairy farm? [1]

(ii) Describe the shelter shown on Photograph C, also marked X on Photograph B, and
suggest why such shelters are needed for the buffalo. [4]  

(iii) Why is a large supply of water necessary for this farm? [2]

(iv) No fodder crops are grown on this farm. How are farms like this supplied with food for the
buffalo? [2]

(d) Explain the importance of the buffalo farms of Buffalo to Karachi. [4]
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4 (a) The sketch map, Fig. 4, gives some information about the Warsak Dam.

Fig. 4

(i) Name the river across which the Warsak dam was built. [1]

(ii) Using Fig. 4 and your own knowledge, explain why this is a good site for a dam. [5]

(iii) Using Fig. 4 and your own knowledge, explain why it was so expensive to build the dam
and power station and to provide irrigation water. [3]

(iv) Name the farming area served by irrigation water from the Warsak reservoir. [1]

(v) How is electricity produced in power stations such as Warsak and how is it transmitted to
cities like Peshawar? [5]
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(b) Read the following extract from “Dawn – Economic and Business Review”, 1st April 2002.

The reasons for the high cost of production which damage industry are many.
They include the high cost of power, frequent break downs at the power
stations and the unsteady supply of electricity from them.

(i) Give three reasons for the high cost of power from thermal power stations in Pakistan.
[3]

(ii) Suggest one reason why power stations frequently break down. [1]

(iii) Other than the ‘frequent break downs at the power stations’, why is the supply of power
‘unsteady’? [2]

(iv) How may factories try to overcome the problem of unreliable electricity supply from the
national grid? Why is it important for them to do so? [4]
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5 (a) Study Fig. 5.

Proportion of workforce in each sector of industry

Fig. 5

Fig. 5 shows the proportions of the labour force of Pakistan working in the primary, secondary
and tertiary sectors of industry. Which of these three sectors is labelled

(i) Y, [1]

(ii) Z? [1]
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(b) Study Fig. 6.

Proportion of workforce in Pakistan’s main categories of employment

Fig. 6

(i) Which of these categories of employment has all its workforce in the primary sector of
industry? [1]

(ii) How many of the categories of employment given are in the tertiary sector of industry?
[1]

(c) (i) Give four reasons why so many people work in agriculture. [4]

(ii) Why has the percentage of the labour force working in agriculture declined steadily in
recent years? [6]

(iii) Why has the percentage of the workforce working in tertiary industries increased steadily
in recent years? [6]

(d) Attempts are being made to improve the standard of literacy in Pakistan. Explain why this is
vital for the development of all three sectors of industry. [5]
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