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ISLAMIYAT 

GCE Ordinary Level 

Syllabus 2058 
 

Revised syllabus from June 2003 
 

Available in May/June and October/November 

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The aims of the syllabus are to enable students to learn about and understand the importance of the 
major beliefs of Islam, and of the early history of the Islamic community. 
 
The objectives require students to demonstrate: 
 
1. knowledge and understanding of the main elements of Islamic faith and history (studied mainly 

in English though with some familiarity with passages from the Qur’an and Hadith in Arabic) 
 
2. the ability to evaluate the meaning and importance of these elements in the lives and thoughts 

of Muslims. 
 
Candidates might successfully show knowledge and understanding by, for example, identifying the 
main events that led up to the Hijra and saying why these events contributed to the Prophet’s (pbuh) 
move from Makka to Madina. 
 
Candidates might successfully show evaluative ability by, for example, explaining why it was 
important for the future of the Muslim community and for the teachings of Islam for the Prophet 
(pbuh) to migrate. 

SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT 

The scheme of assessment consists of two compulsory question papers: 
 

Paper 2058/1 
 
The time allowed for this question paper is 1 hour and 15 minutes.  Four questions will be set, of 
which candidates will be required to answer a total of three.  Candidates must answer both 
Question 1 and Question 2, and either Question 3 or Question 4. 
 

Paper 2058/2 
 
The time allowed for this question paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes.  Five questions will be set, of 
which candidates will be required to answer four.  Candidates must answer Question 1, Question 2 
and Question 3, and either Question 4 or Question 5. 
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NATURE OF ASSESSMENT 

The following notes provide an indication of the structure and contents of the two question papers. 
 

Paper 2058/1 
 
Q1. Comment on the major themes of the Holy Qur’an: 

This is a compulsory question.  Candidates will choose any two of three passages or parts 
of passages set in Arabic from the list given in Appendix 1.  Translation is not required. 

(2 x 4 = 8 marks) 
 
Q2. Description and explanation of the main incidents in the life of the Prophet (pbuh), and of his 

significance in Islamic beliefs: 
This is a compulsory question.  The question will be set in one or more parts, requiring an 
essay length answer. 

(16 marks) 
 
Q3/4. Discussion and explanation of the main features of Islamic Beliefs, Observances and Law: 

Candidates will choose one of the two questions set.  Each of the questions will consist of 
one or more parts and require an essay length answer. 

(16 marks) 
[Total: 40 marks] 

 

Paper 2058/2 
 
Q1. Comment on the meaning and importance of words and phrases from the Holy Qur’an: 

This is a compulsory question.  Candidates will choose any seven underlined words or 
phrases from ten in passages taken from Appendix 1.  Translation from Arabic is not 
required. 

(7 x 2 = 14 marks) 
 
Q2. Comment on the spiritual and practical teachings of the Prophet’s (pbuh) Hadith: 

This is a compulsory question.  Candidates will choose any seven Hadiths from ten taken 
from Appendix 2.  They will be required to write about the main teachings contained in the 
Hadiths concerning what Muslims should believe and how they should act. Translation from 
Arabic is not required. 

(7 x 2 = 14 marks) 
 
Q3. Discussion of Muslims in their relations with others: 

This is a compulsory question.  The question will be set in one or more parts, and will 
require an essay length answer. 

(16 marks) 
 
Q4/5.  Discussion and explanation of major figures and events in the history of the early Islamic 

community: 
Candidates will choose one of two questions, which will be set in one or more parts.   
The question will require an essay length answer. 

(16 marks) 
[Total: 60 marks] 
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It is important to note the following: 
 
In Paper 2058/1, Question 1, and in Paper 2058/2, Questions 1 and 2, the passages will be set in 
Arabic and in English.  Translation of these passages is not required and will not be given marks.  
However, candidates should be prepared to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 
Arabic words and sentences as they appear in the context. 
 
In essay questions candidates should write concisely and to the point.  Sheer quantity will not be 
given marks.  Most essay questions can be fully answered in about 800-900 words.  Answers to all 
questions must be written in English, including any quotations from the Holy Qur’an and Hadith. 
 
During the examination candidates are recommended to read each question carefully and to spend 
some time thinking about what is required by the question.  Information and comments which are not 
relevant to the question or part question being answered will not be given marks. 

SYLLABUS CONTENT 

Candidates must study the whole of the syllabus. 
 

Content relating to Paper 2058/1 
 

• The main teachings contained in the set passages of the Holy Qur’an: 

Candidates should be able to explain how each passage in the list in Appendix 1 presents the 
major stories or themes of the Holy Qur’an contained in it. 

 

• The life of the Prophet (pbuh): with special reference to his youth and early life; his call to 
prophethood; the early years of proclamation in Makka and the difficulties he encountered; his 
migration (hijra); the later years in Madina, including his arrangements for governing the 
community and his conflicts with the people of Makka; his character as a model for Muslim life; 
his position as Seal of the Prophets (khatam al-nabiyyin) and last Messenger of God. 

 
Candidates will be expected to give accounts of parts of the Prophet’s (pbuh) life and to explain 
their importance, and also to discuss the Prophet’s (pbuh) significance in Muslim beliefs and 
practice. 

 

• The Articles of Faith: belief in God, angels, books, prophets, God’s predestination and decree, 
resurrection and the last day. 

 

• The Five Pillars of Islam: 

 

(i) the declaration of faith (shahada) and its significance as the basis of belief and thought 

 
(ii) prayer (salat), including preparations beforehand, its performance, congregational prayers on 

Fridays and festivals, times of prayer, the place for prayer (masjid), private prayer (du `a), 
delayed prayer 

 

(iii) alms-giving (zakat) including regulations for amounts and recipients 

 

(iv) fasting (sawm), including the manner in which it is performed, those exempted, its invalidation 

 

(v) pilgrimage (hajj) including the observances involved, the lesser pilgrimage (`umra). 

 

Candidates will be expected to describe the main contents of these beliefs and observances, and to 
explain their importance as part of the faith of Islam. 
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• Sources of religious and legal authority in Islam: the Holy Qur’an, its importance as the basis 
of all thought, its compilation and major teachings; the Prophet’s Hadith, their significance as a 
source of teachings, the methods used in their collection into the six authoritative Books (al-sahih 
al-sitta); consensus (ijma`); the Sunni principle of analogy (qiyas), and the Shi`i principle of 
reason (`aql), and the circumstances in which they are used. 

 
Candidates will be expected to describe these principles and explain the way in which they are 
employed in Islamic thought. 

 

Content relating to Paper 2058/2 
 

• Understanding of the meaning and importance of key terms and phrases in the set 
chapters of the Holy Qur’an: 

 
Candidates should be able to identify and explain briefly the significance of the main terms and 
phrases in the passages in Appendix 1. 

 

• Understanding of the main teachings in the set Hadith of the Prophet (pbuh), concerning 
what Muslims should believe and how they should act: 

 
Candidates should be able to explain briefly how the Hadith listed in Appendix 2 instruct Muslims 
about beliefs and conduct. 

 

• Muslims in their relations with others: personal modesty; respect for other people; the place of 
women and their rights; relations with non-Muslims; Islam in community life; financial dealings 
with others; Muslim states and their relations with other states in the contemporary world. 

 
Candidates should be able to give the main outlines of the teachings concerning the ways in 
which Muslims should live as individuals and together with others. 

 

• The first Muslim Community: with particular reference to the Prophet’s wives (ummahat al-
mu’minin), his descendants, his leading Companions, his scribes, the Emigrants (muhajirun) and 
Helpers (ansar); the Rightly-Guided Caliphs (al-khulafa’ al-rashidun) and the main events of their 
caliphates. 

 
Candidates will be expected to identify the major figures and events in the early years of the 
Muslim community, and to explain their importance in the history and beliefs of Islam. 

 

Note on Sunni and Shi`a teachings 
 
At the suggestion of many teachers of Islamiyat, this revised Syllabus does not contain sections on 
Sunni and Shi`a teachings.  However, it should be noted that examination questions may often 
contain optional parts on Sunni and Shi`a beliefs.  It should also be noted that appropriate Sunni and 
Shi`a interpretations of Islamic teachings (according to individual candidates’ beliefs) will be given 
full credit in all answers. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Chapters of the Holy Qur’an included in the syllabus 
 

1. Sura 1 

 

2. 2.124-6 

 

3. 2.255 

 

4. 8.44-5 

 

5. 17.1 

 

6. 19.19-21 

 

7. 28.29-31 

 

8. 93 

 

9. 97 

 

10. 101 

 

11. 107 

 

12. 108 

 

13. 112 

 

14. 113 

 

15. 114 
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1. Sura 1 (translation) 
 

 

In the name of God, most gracious, most merciful. 
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds, 
Most gracious, most merciful, 
Master of the day of judgement. 
You do we worship, and your aid we seek. 
Show us the straight way, 
The way of those on whom you have bestowed your grace, 
those whose portion is not wrath, 
and those who go not astray. 

 
2. Sura 2.124-6 (translation) 
 

 

[124] And remember that Abraham was tried by his Lord 
with certain commands which he fulfilled. 
He said: “I will make you an Imam to the people.” 
He pleaded: “And also from my offspring!” 
He answered: “But my promise is not within reach of 
evildoers.” 
 

 

 

 

[125] Remember we made the House a place of 
assembly for men 
and a place of safety; 
and take the Station of Abraham as a place of prayer; 
and we covenanted with Abraham and Isma`il, 
that they should sanctify my House 
for those who compass it round, or use it as a retreat, 
or bow, or prostrate themselves. 
 

 

 

 

[126] And remember Abraham said: “My Lord, 
make this a city of peace, and feed its people with fruits – 
such of them as believe in God and the last day”. 
He said: “And such as reject faith, – 
For a while will I grant them their pleasure, 
But will soon drive them to the torment of fire – 
An evil destination.” 
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3. Sura 2.225 (translation) 
 

 

God! There is no god but he, the living, 
the self-subsisting. 
Neither slumber nor sleep can seize him. 
To him belongs whatever is in the heavens and 
whatever is in the earth. 
Who will intercede with him except by his leave? 
He knows what is in front of them and what is 
behind them, 
while they encompass nothing of his knowledge 
except what he wills. 
His throne extends over the heavens and the earth, 
and he is never weary of preserving them. 
He is the sublime, the supreme. 

4. Sura 8.44-5 (translation) 
 

 

[44] And remember when you met, he showed 
them to you as few in your eyes, 
and made you appear as contemptible in their eyes; 
so that God might accomplish a matter already enacted. 
For to God all matters go back. 
 

 

 

 

[45] O you who believe! When you meet a force, 
be firm, and remember God much, so that you may prosper. 

 
5. Sura 17.1 (translation) 
 

 

Glory to him who took his servant for a journey by night 
from the sacred mosque to the farthest mosque, 
whose precincts we blessed – 
in order that we might show him some of our signs; 
For he is the one who hears and sees. 
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6. Sura 19.19-21 (translation) 
 

 

[19] He said: “No, I am only a messenger from your Lord, 
for the gift to you of a holy son.” 
 

 

 

[20] She said; “How shall I have a son, 
seeing that no man has touched me, 
and I am not unchaste?” 
 

 

 

[21] He said: “So it will be, 
Your Lord says: ‘That is easy for me: 
and we appoint him as a sign to men and a mercy from us’: 
it is a matter decreed.” 

 
7. Sura 28.29-31 (translation) 
 

 

[29] Now when Moses had fulfilled the term, 
and was travelling with his family, 
he perceived a fire in the direction of Mount Tur. 
He said to his family: “Wait; I perceive a fire; 
I hope to bring you from there some information, 
Or a burning firebrand, so that you may warm yourselves.” 
 

 

 

 

 

[30] But when he came to it, he was called 
from the right bank of the valley, 
from a tree in hallowed ground: 
“Moses! I am indeed God, the Lord of the worlds.” 
 

 

 

 

 

[31] “Now throw down your rod!” 
But when he saw it moving, as if it were a snake, 
he turned back in retreat, and did not retrace his steps. 
“Moses! Draw near, and do not fear: for you are one of those 
who are secure.” 
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8. Sura 93 (translation) 
 

 

By the glorious morning light, 
And by the night when it is still – 
Your Lord had not forsaken you, nor is he displeased. 
And indeed, the hereafter 
Will be better for you than the present. 
And soon your Lord will give to you, 
and you will be well pleased. 
Did he not find you an orphan and give you shelter? 
And he found you wandering, and he gave you guidance. 
And he found you in need, and made you independent. 
Therefore do not treat the orphan with harshness, 
Nor repulse the petitioner; 
But proclaim the bounty of your Lord. 

 
9. Sura 97 (translation) 
 

 

Indeed! We have revealed it on the Night of Power. 
And what will explain to you what is the Night of Power? 
The Night of Power is better than a thousand months. 
The angels and the Spirit come down in it, 
by permission of their Lord, on every errand. 
Peace it is until the rise of Dawn. 
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10. Sura 101 (translation) 
 

 

The calamity, 
What is the calamity? 
And what will explain to you what is the calamity? 
It is the day when people will be like scattered moths, 
And the mountains will be like carded wool. 
Then he whose balance will be heavy 
Will be in a life of pleasure. 
But he whose balance will be light 
Will have his home in a bottomless pit. 
And what will explain to you what this is? 
A fire blazing fiercely. 

11. Sura 107 (translation) 
 

 

Have seen the one who denies religion? 
He is the one who repulses the orphan, 
And does not encourage the feeding of the poor. 
So woe to the worshippers, 
Who are neglectful of their prayers; 
Who want to be seen, 
But refuse neighbourly needs. 

 
12. Sura 108 (translation) 
 

 

Indeed! We have given you abundance; 
Therefore pray to your Lord, and sacrifice. 
For the one who hates you, he will be cut off. 
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13. Sura 112 (translation) 
 

 

Say: He is God, the one; 
God, the Absolute. 
He does not beget nor is he begotten, 
And there is none like him. 

 

14. Sura 113 (translation) 
 

 

Say, I seek refuge with the Lord of the dawn, 
From the evil of created things, 
From the evil of the darkness when it overspreads, 
From the evil of those who blow on knots, 
And from the evil of the envious one when he practises envy. 

 

15. Sura 114 (translation) 
 

 

Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind, 
The King of mankind, 
The God of mankind, 
From the evil of the whisperer who withdraws, 
Who whispers in the hearts of mankind, 
Among jinn and mankind. 

 



ISLAMIYAT 2058 O LEVEL 2007 

12  

APPENDIX 2 

Translation: The world is a cultivating ground for the hereafter. 

Hadith of the Prophet (pbuh) included in the syllabus 
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NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 

Introduction 
 
These Notes for Guidance set out some of the possible topics covered by the syllabus, and suggest 
ways in which they may be studied.  They are intended to assist teachers and candidates who wish to 
have some idea of how to approach the course. 
 
It must be remembered that while they offer guidance, these notes do not include all aspects of any topic 
or give an exhaustive set of rules or directions.  Study of the course should not be confined to the 
suggestions made here, but should be as wide and thorough as time and facilities permit. 
 

1. Compulsory questions 
 
These comprise: 
 

• 2058/1 Question 1, the main themes in selected passages from the Holy Qur’an 

• 2058/1 Question 2, the life, personality and importance of the Prophet 

• 2058/2 Question 1, key themes and teachings in selected passages from the Holy Qur’an 

• 2058/2 Question 2, the main teachings concerning correct belief and action in specified Hadith 

• 2058/2 Question 3, Muslims in their relations with others. 
 
Commentary questions relating to texts in Arabic 
 
In Paper 1 (2058/1) Question 1, and Paper 2 (2058/2) Questions 1 and 2, texts are set in Arabic, 
though translation is not required.  In Paper 2 Question 1, words and phrases are underlined in the texts 
which are given in Arabic and in English. 
 
In Paper 1 Question 1, candidates are required to comment upon the main teachings contained in the 
chosen passages.  For example, in Sura 2.255 the main teachings concern the characteristics of God 
described here, and in Sura 8.44-5, the main teachings concern the way in which divine and human 
forces combined to produce a victory for the Muslims at Badr. 
 
In response to Paper 2 Question 1, candidates should explain the religious significance of the words 
underlined.  For example, if in Passage 2 (Sura 2.124-126) li-l-nasi imaman is underlined, they should 
identify who is speaking and who is being spoken to, and what is meant by the latter being made a 
“leader” to the people; and if in Passage 13 (Sura 112) lam yalid is underlined, they should discuss why it 
is impossible for God to give birth or for any being to be related to him, and who may hold this erroneous 
teaching. 
 
In answer to Paper 2 Question 2, candidates should comment upon the major spiritual and practical 
teachings of the chosen Hadiths. 
 
Responses to all three of the questions referred to above must be brief and to the point.  Candidates 
should be able to recognise the meaning of texts and words in Arabic, but should be told that they are 
not asked for translations.  No marks will be given for translations. 
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Essay questions 
 
In the essay questions, Paper 1 Question 2 and Paper 2 Question 3, candidates may be asked to show 
knowledge and, in addition, to demonstrate understanding and the ability to evaluate. 
 
So they should be prepared to describe events – e.g. the Hijra – and activities – e.g. the observance of 
the hajj – and also to explain the importance of these in the history of Islam and as part of Muslim 
religious life.  They then need to judge why the Hijra was regarded as the great turning point in the 
Prophet’s (pbuh) career, and why the hajj is one of the Five Pillars of Islam. 
 
They should be able to illustrate their answers with quotations from the Qur’an and Hadith.  These must 
be given in English and should not be quoted in isolation, but only to support points and in discussions 
where their relevance is made clear. 
 
In their responses to Paper 1 Question 2, candidates are asked to describe and assess the life of the 
Prophet (pbuh), his personality and his importance as an example for Muslims. 
 
The life of the Prophet (pbuh) should be studied in detail, including such aspects as: his early years; the 
call to prophethood; his preaching at Makka and the response of the townspeople; the departure for 
Madina; his later years as leader of the new community; his battles with the Makkans and final victory. 
 
Study of the community which the Prophet (pbuh) established at Madina should include: co-operation 
between Emigrants and Helpers, relations between Muslims and other townspeople including Jews; 
steps taken by the Prophet (pbuh) to bind the people together; the characteristics of the umma,  
e.g. equality, belief. 
 
As well as these facts, candidates should be prepared to discuss such issues as: why the Makkans 
rejected the Prophet (pbuh); why he migrated to Madina; why he fought battles against the Makkans. 
 
In answers to Paper 2 Question 3, candidates are asked to explain how the fundamental teachings of 
Islam influence the lives of Muslims as individuals and within communities.  In particular, they should be 
aware of the importance of personal modesty in dress and in behaviour towards others, including family 
members, neighbours and friends and members of the other sex; respect for other people, whether 
family, friends or strangers; the traditional teachings about the place of women in relationships and in 
society, and how these relate to present-day ambitions; teachings about attitudes to money and financial 
dealings; international relations between states. 

 

2. Questions allowing choice 
 
These essay questions comprise: 
 

• 2058/1 Questions 3 and 4, the main features of Islamic Beliefs, Observances and Law 

• 2058/2 Questions 4 and 5, the major figures and events in the early history of the Muslim community. 
 
In Paper 1, Questions 3 and 4, candidates should be able to show detailed knowledge and 
understanding of what the Articles of Faith and Five Pillars teach, and how the sources of the Law are 
used.  So, for example, they should be prepared to say what prayer is in Islam, how ablution or a rak`a is 
carried out, and why these actions must be performed.  Or, for example, they should be able to explain 
the circumstances in which Ijma` is allowed, what it means, and how it is put into practice.  In addition, 
they should be able to show some ability to evaluate by, for example, saying why the Qur’an is the most 
important source of law, or why cleanliness is important in prayer. 
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In Paper 2, Questions 4 and 5 require candidates (i) to know biographical details of the leading figures 
of early Islam, (ii) to show how they were important in the life of the Prophet (pbuh) and why their 
examples are worthy of respect. 
 
Candidates should be prepared to give general details of the lives of individuals; outline the part that they 
played in helping the Prophet (pbuh) or performing service to the early Islamic state; and explain their 
place as examples of proper Muslim behaviour. 
 
It is important to have full knowledge of the facts of any figure’s life - e.g. the part Abu Bakr played in 
supporting the Prophet (pbuh) in his early years at Makka; the part `A’isha played in relating Hadiths and 
teachings.  It is also important to show the significance of the various individuals and their roles - e.g. of 
Khadija in giving financial security and comforting the Prophet (pbuh) at the start of his career; of the 
Companions in giving him help after the move to Madina. 
 
The early history of Islam includes the gradual growth of the Islamic state under the Rightly-Guided 
Caliphs, and the collection of Hadiths, the methods used to verify them, etc, until the completion of the 
canonical books. 
 
A final point: candidates should be discouraged from assuming that sheer quantity of writing will gain 
success.  They should concentrate upon relevant discussions, with brief illustrations and references, in 
order to demonstrate their awareness of the main point of the question.  Most answers should not 
exceed about 900 words at the very most (few candidates are likely to require this many words). 
 
It is very important indeed for candidates to show understanding and the ability to evaluate, in 
addition to demonstrating sound factual knowledge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copies of syllabuses, past papers and Examiners' reports are available on CD-ROM and can be ordered 
using the Publications Catalogue, which is available at www.cie.org.uk under ‘Qualifications & Diplomas’ 
– ‘Order Publications’. 


