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ENGLISH
Friday, June 16, 2006— 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the
New York State Education Department's web site during the rating period. Check this web
site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring Information”
for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site should be checked
before the rating process for this examination begins and several times throughout the
Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session Two answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A multiple-choice questions to
the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each student’s 
SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session Two
Correct Answers

Part A
(1)  3
(2)  2
(3)  1
(4)  4
(5)  3
(6)  2
(7)  4
(8)  3
(9)  1

(10)  4 
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One,
and determining the student’s final score for the examination. The chart located on the
Department’s web site should be used for determining the final examination score.
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – A
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals an in-depth analysis of both texts, stating that reading

can dispel ignorance, change perceptions of reality, or simply bring an hour’s pleasure. The

response makes insightful connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in each text

(The woman clearly enjoys the experience of reading and Their attitude toward reading had 

changed).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

evidence and appropriate literary elements. For Passage I, the response focuses on the woman

who rereads “the great stories that charmed her younger mind” and emphasizes the poet’s use

of simile. For Passage II, the response discusses the irony reflected in the fact that soldiers, who

know very little about “matters bibliographical,” become changed by their reading.

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea on the ways reading affects people. The

response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first discussing Passage I and the pleasure

brought by reading (she is still “enchanted”, Her pleasure lies, The woman clearly enjoys) and

then discussing Passage II and the new perceptions of reality experienced by the soldiers (Now,

they can’t stop reading). The response makes skillful use of transitions (are excellent examples;

At the end, … is again compared; what the woman … already knew; In all ways).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (end of the tales,

knowing their ultimate fate, acts as a force of temptation), with a notable sense of voice and

awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of sentences to

enhance meaning (General Fedina … gave up his daily radio progress reports because he and

his men were so engrossed in reading).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B

Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals an in-depth analysis of both texts, stating that reading

both bewitches the reader, drawing him or her to the printed word and gives the reader a

greater capability of perceiving and acting upon the world beyond the pages of any book. The

response makes insightful connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I

(Thus, the reader has been both ensnared and improved by her reading) and in Passage II (The

passage … also takes note of the dual power of reading).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

evidence from Passage I (A certain woman’s … captivation with familiar stories, stories she

has already flown through many a time, she now perceives characters’ flaws and destinies with

greater accuracy and detail) and from Passage II (Though the afore-mentioned men enter the

largest library … determined to eliminate any literary “heresy” … they … find themselves

ravenously searching for information). Appropriate literary elements from both texts are used

(the author of this poem personifies the woman’s “wiser eye” and the passage’s author states

in the form of a metaphor).

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea on the paradoxical, yet powerful, impact 

of reading. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first discussing Passage I and

the woman who has taken more than simple enjoyment from books and then comparing her (like 

the woman mentioned earlier) to the men in Passage II who search for information for its own

sake. The response makes skillful use of transitions (Indeed, it; Thus, the reader; also takes

note of).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (but to absorb oneself 

in the pursuit of a story, while simultaneously bestowing, aptly described), with a notable sense

of voice and awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of 

sentences to enhance meaning (Meanwhile, though, it is indicated that the woman has taken

more than simple enjoyment from these books).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (find

determined and “conflicting sentiments” they both) only when using sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[10]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[11]

Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts (Both

passages demonstrate the ability of books to enthrall the reader and the opportunities they offer

the reader to develop new perceptions of the world). The response makes clear and explicit

connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (the author demonstrates

the manner in which reading has changed her views) and in Passage II (As they become

enthralled in the literature, they begin … to dig deeper and deeper into the library).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from

Passage I (Lines 21-23 … speak of her love for the characters despite her knowledge of their

future actions) and from Passage II (General Fedina continues to uphold the validity of the

censoring of the books long after the others have succumbed under the deluge of knowledge).

Attempts are made to incorporate tone, diction, and characterization into the discussion.

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea on how reading affects an individual. 

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first addressing the shift in perspective

experienced by the woman in Passage I and then the change brought about in the soldiers in

Passage II (They … have developed a new set of eyes). The response uses appropriate devices

and transitions (Perhaps, most likely, more so than, Both passages demonstrate).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (the protagonist has already matured and discovered

the world of knowledge and the thirst for knowledge has them in its grasp), with evident

awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of sentences to

control rhythm and pacing (Reading supplies this knowledge).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling

(Pandura and exhalted) and punctuation (but even so the; others the diction; returning home;

which demonstrates) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[12]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[13]



[14]

 Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts (Also, in

books lives the power to open your mind and expand your ideas). The response makes clear and

explicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (Knowing this as

she does now, her knowledge and perspective of the character’s situation is expanded) and in

Passage II (reading another book would bring them new thoughts, until what they knew and

what they thought was so greately expanded).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from

both texts to discuss the wisdom and insight that people gain through reading (The passage

compares her to a god “to whom all time is now” and everytime they would form an opinion on

the events described in a book, they were presented with numerous other books to contradict

that very thought). The response incorporates appropriate literary devices, irony and paradox,

into the discussion. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea on the great effect … of reading. The

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, discussing how reading keeps you coming back

for more, first for Passage I and then for Passage II. The conclusion restates the focus (it opens

our minds). Appropriate transitions (Not just; In addition; This shows that; Thus, whenever) are

incorporated into the response.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (reading has a strange and seductive power, the

unified whole of the books, spending an extended amount of time perusing all the library), with

evident awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of 

sentences to control rhythm and pacing (It is ironic that … time and again to the library).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (greately and exemplory),

punctuation (varied, and; it’s future; thoughts, until), and grammar (her knowledge and

perspective … is expanded and what they knew and what they thought was) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

[15]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

[17]
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

 Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts (The power of

reading enables one to see things that he has never seen before). The response makes clear and

explicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (Even if she already

knew the ending, the power of reading enabled her to open the door to another life) and

Passage II (The power of reading completely changed their mindset).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence in

Passage I (She re-reads about the plot and the characters, but now with the knowledge about

what happens in the end) and from Passage II (After a while, the staff stopped performing their

required task and just started reading for the pleasure). The response incorporates metaphor,

simile, imagery, and descriptive language into the discussion of the passages. 

Organization Maintains the focus established by the controlling idea on the power of reading to broaden

horizons and to convince the reader to move on. The response exhibits a logical sequence of

ideas through repetition of the phrase the power of reading and use of appropriate transitions (In

both the poem in Passage I and the excerpt, The author also uses, These elements show). The

conclusion restates the focus (The power of reading broadens the horizons).

Language Use Uses appropriate language (Reading opens doors to beliefs which are out of the normal pattern

of thinking) that is occasionally awkward (her prior knowledge to the end, the stated against 

their original beliefs, descriptive language to describe), with some awareness of audience and

purpose. The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (While

reading, the reader escapes into a new world where the possibilities are endless).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (boundries, intrested,

volunterily), punctuation (Reading, in this case persuaded; beliefs claiming; mission, they; Hes

described), and proofreading (enable to do whatever, the stated, “eggish plated”) that do not

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use and conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[19]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[20]



[21]

Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that

reading has the power to take you to far off places … or it might even make you contradict your

own thoughts. The response makes implicit connections between the controlling idea and the

ideas in Passage I (Passage I conveys that reading has the power to explore) and in Passage II

(By the end of the passage, through the power of reading, General Fedina’s opinions and views

had changed).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response relies on generalities in the

discussion of Passage I (a girl reading books and She goes back into a book with more

knoledge). Passage II is more specifically developed (The passage tells about a military that is

going to a library, They start to enjoy the books, At first the character of General Fedina is a

narrow minded person). Although as a god is incorrectly identified as a metaphor, the response

incorporates appropriate literary elements into the discussion (description, irony,

characterization).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the many great powers of reading. The response

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, discussing each work separately, but the second paragraph

lacks internal consistency, relying at times on loosely connected information without internal

transition (She goes back into a book with more knoledge as to what is going on. The author

uses description to convey the power of reading).

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is occasionally awkward (getting into the characters, This

description helps to understand, books that told bad things), with some awareness of audience

and purpose. The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length

(This conveys that reading has the power to change someone’s thoughts and opinions).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (knoledge) and 

punctuation (imagination, and teach; characters fate; persons thoughts) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[22]
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B



[24]

Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that both

passages … explore the idea that reading creates a renewed approach to life. The response

makes implicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (she has

greater insight about life) and in Passage II (They learned how things actually happened and let 

go of their idealistic opinions).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. For Passage I the response focuses on the line “She

meets … with a wiser eye” and mentions personification and paradox but develops neither. The

discussion of Passage II is more developed, with specific details about Panduria’s military that

takes over a library. However, there is no reference to literary elements or techniques for

Passage II.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on reading making the reader more insightful. The

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas beginning the discussion of each passage with the

concept of insight, leading to the observations that the girl in Passage I can apply the elements

of the books that she overlooked in her initial reading to life and that for the soldiers in Passage

II, reading opened their eyes and their minds to other opinions or other stories. The response

lacks internal consistency, as the transition from discussion of Passage I to Passage II is

awkward (The same as Passage One, Passage Two also).

Language Use Uses appropriate language (Passage two is about a group of pompous military men), with

occasional inaccuracies (exert for “excerpt” and revise the books), and some awareness of

audience and purpose. The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or

length (Thus, reading creates a renewed approach to life).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (military, or other

countries militaries; books, “Lieutenant; at once!’,”) and agreement (The reader … they and the

power … open … and give) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

[25]
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C



[27]

Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that

reading provides you with knowledge … and knowledge truly equals power. The response

makes implicit connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in each text, referring to

the controlling idea only in the introduction and the conclusion.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with reference to specific and relevant evidence

from the texts. The discussion of Passage I is based more on speculation than on the text (They

bring back many memories of her childhood and The reader … may even have similar

experiences). The discussion of Passage II is more specifically developed (the libearian

introduced him to a more broad selection and four lieutenants were pensioned off … but they

still found the time to visit the library). For Passage I, the response contains a cursory reference

to flashback. The discussion of irony in Passage II is taken from a multiple-choice question.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on reading. The response exhibits a logical sequence of

ideas, discussing each work separately. However, the lack of organizational focus in the

introductory and concluding paragraphs (people are unable to distinguish between non-fiction

and fiction books, however it isn’t necessarily true, Readers have to understand that books may

not be true like in Passage II) affects internal consistency.

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is at times redundant (different types and genres of books and

reflecting back to her past), with some awareness of audience and purpose. The response

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Each page serves as an

enchantment once again).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (reminence, suprise,

apalled) and punctuation (your mind body and soul; opinion, however it; ending but reading) 

that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A

[28]



[29]

Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that

reading helps people get a sense of reasoning and understanding. The response makes few and

superficial connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (The author is

trying to show that the girl has read the story before and she is reading it again) and in Passage

II (Once they start to read them, the characters … decide not to censor them).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts. The response relies on one sentence

to support imagery and one quote to illustrate simile for Passage I. The response relies on

reference to the author’s use of characterization and setting to get his point across in Passage

II, but devotes only a sentence to each.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the immense power of reading. The

response exhibits a rudimentary structure, with an introductory paragraph and a discussion of

each passage in separate paragraphs.  There is no conclusion.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, that is occasionally inaccurate (to show the serious and hardness

that they are and the characters which are). The response exhibits some attempt to vary

sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success (One is imagery, in which the

author uses to describe the girl… turning the pages).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (story before and and

characters which are soldiers get) and capitalization (hand, Its and Garden) that do not hinder 

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

[30]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

[31]

Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of the texts, stating that there is

alot of information that you can learn by … just reading. The response makes a superficial

connection between the controlling idea and Passage I (you can come with a complete

understanding of what you once read) and Passage II (they learned a few things).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts. However, this evidence is often in

the form of material copied from the texts without attribution (she is going back, these days, to

the great stories that charmed her younger mind and The commission was to examine all books

… that contained opinions hostile to military prestige). The response makes no reference to

literary elements or techniques.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on learning through reading (Many

people learn from reading many don’t). The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, with an

opening paragraph, paragraphs devoted to each passage, and a conclusion. Transitions are

awkward (In passage I she says and In the other hand … as well).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (That’s great, figuered … here and there about alot of different

topics, in like passage I), with little awareness of audience and purpose. The response exhibits

some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success (Many

people learn … and some won’t).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (alot, Panduna,

definately), punctuation (do this your mind, than before and you can, from reading many don’t),

and usage (I think, you can, she says) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C

[32]



[33]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C

 Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, stating that

reading can give important information or give a creative mind. The response makes few and

superficial connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in Passage I (The poem …

shows the power of reading but in a creative way) and in Passage II (It gave great information 

to those who apperciate it).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but the reference to Passage II is vague

(When the recieved books that cave them information of opinions about hostile to military

presitige), and the reference to Passage I consists of one quote. Much of the response is devoted

to generalizations about reading (Reading also can give you a creative mind and help to realve

stress and worry and help to forget many problems you may face).

Organization

Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on how the great power of reading is

reflected in the passages (Both … show how reading can effective a person). The response

exhibits a rudimentary structure of introduction, a paragraph for each passage, and a conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with some imprecision (to for “two”, effective for “affect”, the for

“they”, cave for “gave”), and little awareness of audience or purpose. The response exhibits

some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (It shows

that reading can be relaxing and escapeing the real world to another thats the power of 

reading).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (liteautre, presitige,

escapeing, imaning) and punctuation (Passage one a poem and Passage to a short story; The

power of reading, yes reading has; all young to old; how to read many doors) that hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker

in development.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[34]

Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys an incomplete understanding of the texts. While the response attempts to establish a

controlling idea (Through the power of reading literature we learn more about life and about 

nature), only a few connections are made to Passage I and no connections are made to Passage

II.

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response supplies a textual reference to a girl who 

goes back to reading great stories, and refers to characterization and the girl’s thoughts and

interests for Passage I. Passage II is not developed.

Organization Suggests a focus on the power of reading. The response exhibits some organization, with an

introductory paragraph and a paragraph about Passage I. There is no attempt to discuss Passage

II or to provide a conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is at times repetitive (the power of reading) or awkward (In her

readings she describes the characters of literature by their characterization). The response

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (In passage I, which is a poem, we see

the power of reading in a girl who goes back to reading great stories).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (of reading literature

we learn and characterization including) and capitalization (passage I and passage II) that do 

not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.



[35]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B



[36]

Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys an incomplete understanding of the texts. While the response attempts to establish a

controlling idea (When reading a book, you can learn more about the fulture or the past), it is

not connected to the passages.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas for Passage I (the “she” in the story, describes the books

she read and how it affects her). The response makes vague references to point-of-view and

charactization in the poem but leaves them unsupported. The reference to the inner meanings of 

books for Passage II is not developed.

Organization Suggests a focus on learning more about the fulture or the past and suggests organization

through paragraphing. The one-sentence conclusion introduces a focus different from that

established in the introduction.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience and purpose (In the 2 passage,

the author talks about some books have inner meanings; One general and 4 Lt.s; w/ what).  The

response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (In passage 1,

shows the that the reader is going back the read stories she once read).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (militray, investagate,

solgers, beilieved) and punctuation (Both passage A and B, show; point-of-view, as the “she” in

the story, describes; briefs, and sent; people, to believe) and occasional errors in capitalization

(passage A and passage 1) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C

[37]

 Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and incomplete understanding of the texts. While the response attempts to

establish a controlling idea (The power of reading can tell how the narrator is feeling and what

is going on the story), only brief and unsupported connections are made to the passages.

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references to Passage I

are vague (you can tell how the narrator is feeling when she turn pages and she describe the

setting of the Book she reading) and the reference to Passage II is copied inaccurately from the

text (you can see that each lieutant was alloted a particular branch of knowledge a particular

century of history).

Organization Suggests a focus on the power of reading in the first sentence and suggests some organization 

through an attempt to paragraph. There is no attempt at a conclusion.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience and purpose (The power of reading can make

you understand what narrator is saying). The response reveals little awareness of how to use

sentences to achieve an effect (Such as passage I how the narrator tell us how he rereading the

great stories that charmed her younger mind).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in capitalization (passage I and story.

you), subject-verb agreement (narrator tell, she turn, she describe), and word omission (on the

story, what narrator, he rereading) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

[38]



[39]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding. The response makes no connections between the

texts or among ideas in the texts.

Development Is minimal, with no development based on evidence from the text.

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus on the power of reading as revealed in the passages. The response

suggests some organization through the use of paragraphs.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (You must read to

succeed). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length for effect,

but with uneven success (Reading also opens up your mind about things, and have different 

point-of-views about things and people).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (mabey, importent, now 

days) and punctuation (to read you; doesnt; strong, and smart; Its a great thing) that do not 

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4, it remains at Level 1

because the response makes no reference to either text.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

[40]

Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding. The response makes no connections

between the texts or among ideas in the texts.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development beyond the general statements about reading.

Organization Shows no focus or organization.

Language Use Is minimal. The response begins and ends with incoherent statements.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – D
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Part A — Practice Paper – D
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Part A — Practice Paper – D
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Part A — Practice Paper – E

[49]



Part A — Practice Paper – E

[50]



[51]

 Practice Paper A–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 3

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement

and clearly establishes criteria for analysis (Easy times present few challenges, so the true test

of a person is how he fights to overcome a problem). The response uses the criteria to make an

insightful analysis of One Flew Over the Cukoos’ Nest (He began a fierce battle with Nurse

Ratched … for the downtrodden men) and Lakota Woman (To combat these conditions the AIM

was begun with Mary Crow Dog as a strong leader).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

evidence about characters whose actions communicate insight to the reader (he proved his

greatness by … fighting for what he believed and Pulling herself up, she became sober … by

changing her self-destructive lifestyle). The response incorporates literary elements such as

point of view, characterization, and setting from both texts.

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens (A person … must be judged, ultimately, on

his actions during times of stress and hardship). The response exhibits a logical and coherent 

structure through a discussion of literary elements, such as theme, to establish McMurphy’s

character and conflict, then showing how McMurphy’s struggles changed Chief Bromden,

followed by a discussion of point of view and setting to trace Mary Crow Dog’s difficult life

and her recognition of the need for change. Transitions are skillfully used (meaning that; not 

merely for himself, but for; Since).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (challenging

conformity and became the catalyst).  The response varies sentence structure and length to

enhance meaning (McMurphy, however, would never give in to society and She, too, was caught 

up in “Rezervation Life,” a life of poor education and substance abuse).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement,

pointing out that once apart from the comforts of everyday life, many individuals break free

from their normal behavior and reveal their true colors. The response uses the criteria to make

an insightful analysis of A Tale of Two Cities and The Glass Menagerie, showing how

characters’ true natures, both good and bad, are revealed when they are faced with challenges

and controversy.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

evidence, noting how Dickens has Carton perform the heroic by deciding to sacrifice his own

life for his beloved Lucy and Williams has Tom revert into … a cowardly persona by escaping

the pressures of home. Although Tom Wingfield is inaccurately identified as Tom Wellington,

the response integrates Dickens’ use of symbolism and Williams’ use of foreshadowing to

reveal true character.

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on the true nature of a man. The response

demonstrates a logical and coherent structure through a discussion of both works, first 

introducing character, then the challenge faced and, finally, the way the true personalities come

through when characters are forced outside of a zone of comfort and convenience. Transitions

are skillfully used (Surely, the true measure; This departure seems; These characters

reinforce).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (haunts the dregs of

society and hardened by the cruelty of life), with a notable sense of voice and awareness of

audience and purpose reflected through the use of rhetorical questions in the first paragraph.

The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (What he is

remembered for is strong, physical resemblance to a main character, Charles Darnay).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for

analysis, stating that a true evaluation of one’s strength … must be taken at times of true

challenge and difficulty. The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of

The Scarlet Letter (It was a time of conflict and controversy in which Hester acted respectably) 

and The Things They Carried (O’Brian … proves to be admirable, and serves as a valid time

for judgment of character).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence. The

response discusses setting (Puritan society focuses on work ethic and the Vietnam War) and

characterization (Although society treated her horribly … Hester Prynne never responded or

retaliated in any way and At this time of conflict, O’Brian demonstrates courage and maturity).

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens that the ultimate measure of a man is where

he stands at times of challenge and controversy. The response exhibits a logical sequence of

ideas, first introducing the characters and their experiences, and then following with the

conclusion (one’s courage, strength, and quality of character can not only be measured on a 

basis of everyday situations). The response uses appropriate devices and transitions (Through

this, For that, In conclusion).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (Hester Prynne … is shunned by society), with evident awareness

of audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of sentences to control 

rhythm and pacing (With great weight … O’Brian decided to go to war).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (collaspe,

recieved, dissapointment).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for 

analysis (it is not when times are peaceful and easy … but rather during times of difficulty and

hardship). The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of The Crucible

(During this witchcraft controversy, John Proctor … though it personally harms him) and To Kill

a Mockingbird (It was during this time of danger that Atticus’s courage shined through).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from both

texts. The response uses elements of setting (Salem during the famous witch trials and small 

southern town of Maycomb, plot (The town is in a uproar and the plot focuses around … and their

father, Atticus), and theme (during dark times … can be seen and Not everything is what it first

seems) to elaborate on a discussion of the characters (It is not until after … that John realizes that 

he must come forward with the truth and Atticus chose to take the case even though he knew it

would ruin his reputation in the town).

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens that true character … can be seen in times of 

danger and hardship. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first discussing the

characters and their hardships, using separate paragraphs to emphasize theme, followed by the

conclusion reiterating the critical lens. Transitions are used appropriately (In order to bring out the

truth; Also, later in the play; Like The Cruicible).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (The hypocrisy of the town and the false accusations … 

were finally brought to light), with evident awareness of audience and purpose. The response

varies the structure of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Not everything is what it first

seems).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (The Cruicible,

extraordinairy, suprises) and grammar (strength and honor was and were prejudice) that do not

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for

analysis (I believe that the worth of an individuel can be determined by how he or she deals w/

adversity). The response uses the criteria to make a clear and reasoned analysis of Lord of the

Flies and 1984 by noting how the value of the characters is determined by how they either rise

up to the challenge or sucumb to the obstacles. 

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from

both texts. The response discusses conflict (makes the decision to go against the Party & help

overthrow it) and theme (the importance of institutions like government & religion) to illustrate

the challenges which eventually defined each character (His bravery is shown by his refusal to

give up hope & order even when most of the boys turn on him).

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on character coming forth in hard times. 

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first focusing the discussion of each text on

challenging situations (controlled by a totalitarian government and the challenge & controversy

of being stuck on the island), then moving on to how characters faced the challenge (speak out

against an oppressive government and led the hunters), and concluding with how this reflected

true character (steadfastness and jealous). Coherence is further strengthened through the

appropriate use of transitions (In the beginning, Before this defining moment, Conversely).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (the

reader witnesses Winston’s subtle deviation from and he degenerates into a selfish beast),

though some inappropriate abbreviations appear throughout (&, w/, b/c). The response varies

structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (While the boys were stuck on

the island, they split apart into groups. Jack led the hunters. Ralph was basically left alone w/

Piggy).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (interpretted, journel,

akwerd), punctuation (O’brien he and his own he) and grammar (When Winston was … he is

and of their character) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens, stating that in difficult times in literature

heroes must make difficult decisions. The response uses the criteria to make a clear analysis of

Fahrenheit 451 (Montag stands up for his cause) and Of Mice and Men (George decides to

shoot Lenny so that he will not have to suffer through a lynching).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response offers few details to support a

general discussion of Guy Montag as a dynamic character (collecting books and burns Captain

Beatty). Steinbeck’s work is discussed more fully, providing specific evidence to illustrate

George’s heroism (Lenny … mob, George, understands Candy’s point of view). Appropriate

literary elements (symbol, foreshadowing, point of view) are incorporated into the discussion.

Organization Maintains the focus established by the critical lens on how heroes make difficult decisions in

the most trying times. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, using the introduction

to define characters who make difficult decisions as heroes, then discussing one such character

for each work in separate body paragraphs, concluding with a restatement about heroes.

Coherence is further strengthened through the use of appropriate transitions (In the novel,

However, Towards the conclusion, Remembering this).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (The writer agrees).

The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (The scene is

foreshadowed … is old and helpless) and length (Guy Montag is a dynamic character).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Farhenheit and muse for

“must”) and punctuation (Steinbecks’ “Of Mice and Men” and characters dog) that do not 

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat 

stronger in meaning and organization.

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – A
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Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis

(true moral character … determined when an individual is under the pressure of crisis). The

response makes implicit connections between the criteria and Lord of the Flies (Golding places

his characters in … true peril) and Of Mice and Men (George, is forced to decide what to do

about Lennie).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with references to specific and relevant evidence

from Lord of the Flies to explain how the crisis of Simon’s death affected the characterizations

of Piggy, Ralph and Jack. The climax and main conflict of Steinbeck’s work is discussed less

fully.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how individuals react to a crisis. The response

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first interpreting the critical lens, then discussing the

literary devices of symbolism and characterization in one paragraph for Lord of the Flies, and

characterization in another paragraph for Of Mice and Men.  

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (The true meaning of 

this wise man’s statement is). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence

structure (His denial shows his character flaw, in that he is afraid of truth because he doesn’t 

know how to deal with it). 

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (controversey, completly,

althoug), punctuation (Simons death and physically weak he is), grammar (climax and … 

conflict … is the event), and usage (most pinnacle points and that of Jack’s) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis

(one should be measured by the decisions … during hard time). The response makes implicit

connections between Fahrenheit 451 (when firemen burn books and no one is allowed to think

or make decisions) and The Scarlet Letter (at the first scaffold scene when she is asked who is

the father of the child).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with references to specific and relevant evidence

from Fahrenheit 451 to explain Montag as a dynamic character in conflict as a professional 

book burner who started to disagree with the society around him.  The response is less specific

about conflict and character change in Hester’s life after she refuses to name the father of her 

child (after years people start respect her).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on characters who make right decisions during difficult

times. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first presenting the lens and its

interpretation, followed by separate paragraphs that trace characters’ decisions and resultant 

effects. The response concludes with a slightly altered interpretation of the lens (Sometimes

these decisions are fatal), detracting from overall consistency.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (I agree). The

response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (The main character is …

throughout the novel).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Hawthorn, commited,

adulture), punctuation (hard time:”; In the book “Fahrenheit 451” written; him as; made and),

and omission of articles (with same opinion, woman who, how author wants) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (any

man can lay back and relax when convienent, but it takes a real man to stand up when

something isn’t right). The response makes superficial connections between the criteria and The

Crucible and A Child Called It (any guy can just sit around … not every guy gets up to fight). 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts to show how conflict brings out 

character (He risked getting himself hung or jailed just to save his wife and he got courage and 

went to speak to others about his problem to help them), but does not elaborate and becomes

repetitive.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that it takes a special character to stand up

for what he believes is right (he went and told the court and decided to go out and speak to

other people). The response exhibits a rudimentary structure with separate body paragraphs

focusing on how the texts meet the criteria. The conclusion contains irrelevancies (This quote is

shown alot in books and the news you just got to see it).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise or unsuitable (man who’s wife, Just so

John, could of), with some awareness of audience and purpose (I agree with). The response

exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success

(Besides just these to examples of this quote being shown there are many others).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (controversey, belive,

Abigal, happend), punctuation (“The Crucible” by; After Dave; sat down relaxed), and

capitalization (Foster care and because Even) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization and conventions.

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (The

only time you can see how strong a person is, is when they are going through hard times, then

you can see there true strength). The response makes superficial connections between the

criteria and Night (when he was facing … adversity he still stayed strong and got stronger) and

The Pearl (after when he faced trouble with the pearl he … started to change).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts (show how the antagonists, the

Germans, treated them and Kino find a pearl worth a lot of money). The response relies more

heavily on plot summary when discussing The Pearl.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how people act under pressure. The response

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, opening with a restatement of the critical lens, the idea of

which is reinforced in each body paragraph (This book goes good and this book goes with the

quote) and the conclusion (how they act in the bad times is what counts). Internal consistency is

weakened by separating the first sentence of paragraph 2 from the preceding discussion, and

then introducing the first argument in the same paragraph with an ineffective transition.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (there way, there not, kid), with some

awareness of audience and purpose (I agree with this quote and we start to see). The response

exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure and length, but with uneven success (In the

quote … Says and the protagonist Kino who is a pearl hunter so to speak).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (realy, begining, brok,

remeber), punctuation (times, then and Wiesel. The protagonist), capitalization (jew and

halacost), grammar (person … they, many time, Wiesel show), and usage (relate with) that

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens that suggests some criteria for analysis (This

means the full measured of a man is when they get up and face … their own challenge in life,

not … comfortable). The response makes superficial connections between the criteria and the

chosen texts (The connection to the critical lens is when Macduff finally stand up to challenge) 

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts. The response mentions setting,

theme and irony, but does not elaborate on these elements.

Organization Establishes a focus on people standing up to their challenge, but lapses into a listing of literary

elements. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, presenting an introduction, two body 

paragraphs, and a brief conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (In the play and In the novel), with some awareness of purpose (I 

agree). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success

(In the nove … the setting Florida).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in grammar (full measured of a man

… they, their challenge, Lady Macbeth was … irony, witches symbolizes, Jean was enslave) and

occasional errors in punctuation (“The … controversy, states and play Macbeth by) that hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens (Tom and the guy from “A Raisin in the

Sun are faced with very hard problems). The response alludes to the critical lens, but does not 

use it to analyze the chosen texts (This shows he’s a weak man and is also a very weak person).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references to the texts

are confused and unjustified as the characters and events do not coincide with one of the titles

being discussed.

Organization Suggests a focus on weak characters and suggests organization. The response restates the

critical lens as the introductory paragraph, then presents four limited paragraphs with no 

conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience and purpose (the guy, weather for

“whether”, fed up with, he was stupid). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence

structure for effect, but with uneven success (This shows he’s weak and he tries to get 

everything he wants but he trusts the wrong people).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (conveinence and Raisn) 

and punctuation (“A Raisn in the Sun” and sisters money) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a confused and incomplete interpretation of the critical lens. The response alludes to

the critical lens (I agree with the critical lens), but does not use it to analyze the chosen texts Of

Mice and Men and Death of a Salesman. 

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references to the texts

are vague and confused (George had many ups and downs with Lennie and he still had

challenges and controversy and in which he did because of his life).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization. The response has an introductory

paragraph, brief references to the texts, and a concluding paragraph.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (George stood in moments of … challenge and controversy and

from the times he had with his wife to his son’s to his job). The response reveals little awareness

of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.  

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (turtured and

proplems), punctuation (Lennies and The Death of a Sales man), and use of capitalization

(Both, Had, Critical Lens) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat 

stronger in conventions.

Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – B



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – C

[90]



[91]

Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens, mentioning this quote, but provides no

further clarification. The response alludes to the critical lens (the Great Gatsby relate to this

quote), but does not use it to analyze the chosen texts, The Great Gatsby and Catcher in the

Rye. 

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references to the texts are vague and

unjustified (Gatsby was able to overcome his depression by finding happiness and his true love

Daisy and he is able to save little kids from all the bad stuff, that they see going on everyday).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus, stating how characters overcome obstacles rather than analyzing

how meeting challenges reveals true character. The response suggests some organization within

its single paragraph by first noting two works that relate to this quote and then moving on to

briefly discuss each work. There is no conclusion.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and unsuitable for the audience or purpose (everybody beating

him down and just making him feel like a loser, kids, stuff). The response exhibits some attempt

to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success (Holden seems to find

hope in little Sister, I guess that she is his ultimate treasure).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (the Great Gatsby

and Catcher in the Rye; Sister, I; her he), a lack of paragraphing, and grammar (Two works …

is, Gatsby relate, was able overcome) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens. The response alludes to the critical

lens, but does not use it to analyze the writings of Author Mark Twain.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.

Organization Suggests a focus (actions in a time of need … are what a man can and should be judged on) but

lacks organization.

Language Use Is minimal.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat

stronger in meaning and organization.

[92]



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – B

[93]

Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary 
The response:

Meaning Provides a confused interpretation of the critical lens (I also believe that should be measured

when his challenged). The response makes no reference to any specific texts.

Development Is minimal, reiterating the reader’s view (But when he stands at challenge and controversy he

has to work harder and worry more about things), but with no evidence of textual development.

Organization Suggests a focus (yes, I agree with the critical lense) but lacks organization.

Language Use Is minimal, using language that is sometimes incoherent (when he is not in when he is a good 

position).

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 1 and 2, it remains at Level 1

because the response makes no reference to any text.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 3 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker

in development.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 5

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 4 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 2 

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Regents Comprehensive Examination in English
Map to Learning Standards

Key Ideas Part of Test
Listening and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part A

Reading and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part B

Reading and writing for literary
response

Session Two – Part A

Reading and writing for critical
analysis and evaluation

Session Two – Part B





[104]

The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2006 Regents
Examination in Comprehensive English will be posted on the Department’s web site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ on Friday, June 16, 2006. Conversion charts provided
for previous administrations of the Regents Examination in Comprehensive English
must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assess-
ments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make
suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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