
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Wednesday, August 16, 2006— 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this
web site http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Examination Scoring
Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site
should be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times
throughout the Regents examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  1 (7)  1
(2)  3 (8)  2
(3)  4 (9)  4
(4)  2 (10)  3
(5)  3 (11)  2
(6)  1 (12)  1

(13)  3
(14)  2
(15)  1
(16)  4
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text by arguing that the biotechnology industry is attempting

to change a public perception that people should shun … “monster foods” by appealing to the

consumer’s conscience. The response makes insightful connections between information and

ideas in the text and the assigned task (the biotechnical industry aims to change the public’s

opinion by handing them an argument to silence even their toughest critics and biotechnology

companies have misled consumers, falsely represented their product, exploited the emotions of

the masses and spent millions of dollars doing so).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the text (painstakingly developed by using the gene of a daffodil to produce rice

full of beta-carotene, Through specific marketing targeted at the conscience of the consumer,

This poses a problem in that fats and proteins are probably what a starving child lacks most).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that the biotechnology industry uses

propaganda in order to build its image and exploit the consumer’s sense of ethics to make a

profit. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure through the skillful use of

appropriate devices, such as rhetorical questions (But is yellow rice really all it seems?) and

transitions (Yet through the development; After all, how could anyone argue; Not only is this

completely improbable in its own right).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (These foods have

traditionally been regarded by the public with wary skepticism), with a notable sense of voice

and awareness of audience (Yet wouldn’t the 50 million dollars … do much more good if it was

diverted directly to the problem of poverty?). The response varies the structure and length of

sentences to enhance meaning (This is propaganda, meant to convince and persuade).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (product

“golden rice,” and malnourished third world children) and grammar (industry … their and the

use of which rather than “that” to introduce restrictive clauses) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.
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Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text (Simply, the moral campaign put forth to Americans …

is really just propaganda which cleverly “pulls at our heartstrings”). The response makes

insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task

(Singenta’s propaganda fails to mention vital facts about it’s product, golden rice only benefits

those who are already adaquately nurished, Their campaign is more an effort to save the

company than save starving children).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the text (Such a powerful product presented in such a powerful ad had many

convinced of its validity; Malnurished children lack those vital chemicals, which is why they

require the rice in the first place; It would also be better spent supplying farmers with seeds to

grow vegetables they now currently lack).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that propaganda does not always tell the

whole truth. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure through skillful use of

devices and transitions, such as rhetorical statements and questions at the ends of paragraphs

(However, the real moral problem in this situation lies in the company, not their rice; Why

then, does Singenta push a product that is so clearly not the solution; These children are really

just an unsuspecting pawn in an attempt to make those who don’t need money, richer).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (The biotechnology

company, Singenta, presents a very pursuasive campaign and Even GreenPeace, an

organization which takes a stance against genetically engineered food), with a notable sense of

voice (Their 50 billion dollars could have been spent promoting brown rice). The response

varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (Their product, which is

genetically engineered … will obviously help starving children).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (pursuasive, acheive,

reccomended, protiens), punctuation (it’s product, 11 year old, campaign stated), and grammar

(The biotechnology industry … their products, What Singenta also fails to mention in their …

campaign, one has to research on his own time) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[12]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[13]



[14]

Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how the biotechnology industry is

taking advantage of the plight of malnourished children to serve their own financial needs. The

response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the

assigned task (there are a few flaws in the hype about yellow rice).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to

discuss the problem of golden rice (it is unlikely it would be beneficial) and some of the less

costly solutions to the problem of malnutrition.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the biotechnology industry’s public relations

attempt to change first world views on genetic engineering. The response exhibits a logical

sequence of ideas, moving from the industry’s claims about yellow rice (This new rice could

save millions) to its faults (it is possible … at all) and solutions that are already being put into

action today. Appropriate transitions are used (However and Another).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (If this were to happen, an education campaign would be enacted

in Asia, a very costly endeavor), with evident awareness of purpose (Pollan feels there are

many less costly solutions to the problem of malnutrition). The response varies structure and

length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (“Yellow rice” is engineered using a daffodil

gene).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Micheal and

betakeretine), punctuation (Today this, which in turn, Time), and grammar (industry … their

and Greenpeace … [their]).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[17]

Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how the biotechnology industry uses

propaganda to morally guilt wealthy first world citizens to eat genetically modified food. The

response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the text and the

assigned task (The propaganda set forth by the biotechnology industry in support of their

Golden Rice campaign is aimed at wealthy first world citizens who can “afford” to support the

industry).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to

discuss the biotechnology industry’s misleading propaganda campaign, primarily its aim to

catch everyone in a moral dilema and the flaws in its argument, as well as alternate programs

working for the well-being of the children.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the true aim of the biotechnology industry campaign

for Golden Rice which tricks one’s conscience and does not benefit malnourished Asian

children. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from the methods of

propaganda (Commercial pitches flash across television screens) to the flaws in the campaign

(child would be required to eat fifteen pounds of yellow rice a day) to alternate programs.

Appropriate transitions are used (However, These commercials, instead).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (The propaganda is misleading … Asian children), although

sometimes awkward (benefit the influential aims and uses propaganda to a negative degree),

with evident awareness of purpose (the aims of the Golden Rice campaign are not in the best

interests of malnourished Asian children). The response varies sentence structure and length to

control rhythm and pacing (The campaign also works to win over journalists and news

reporters).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (dilema and beta

carotine), punctuation (by instead giving, vegetables as, Rice expresses), and grammar (to

morally guilt, if it was even possible, child … their) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat

weaker in conventions.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

[18]



[19]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C



[20]

Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how the biotechnology industry uses

immoral techniques in its appeals to our conscience. The response makes clear and explicit

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Progaganda

causes us to … in the body).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text. The

response discusses the claims made by the company, the hype surrounding them, and the idea

that the rice is almost Useless for malnourished children.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the morally debatable propaganda of the

biotechnology industry. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by explaining what

golden rice does, how it is marketed, and why this marketing is mostly propaganda (not

necessecarily more healthy than any other form of rice). Appropriate transitions are used (So

why is the industry pushing Golden Rice?; children, however; not only … but also; In addition).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (Not only do Asian people prefer white rice … obtain), with evident

awareness of purpose (What a way … process). The response varies structure and length of

sentences to control rhythm and pacing (This is very ironic).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (advertizing, aparantly,

over look), punctuation (daffodills which, deficiency has, vitamin A but), capitalization (Bio-

technology’s, Aid of Fats, Proteins), and grammar (industry … their product and comes

questions) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[21]



[22]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining that Biotechnology … uses propaganda to

prove a point. The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the

text and the assigned task (Since the world is so adament on not trying genetically engeneered

foods). Africa is mistakenly referred to as the destination for yellow rice.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response discusses the flaws in the

biotechnology industry’s promotion of yellow rice (targeted starving children, spent 50 million

dollars advertising the product, children … would have to eat 15 pounds of yellow rice), but

how the industry uses propaganda to achieve its goals is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how the biotechnology industry plays with our

minds. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, presenting reasons for the industry’s

creation of yellow rice, highlighting its financial investment in the product, and then calling the

industry’s actions into question (Apparently buissnes is more importent then the children). The

response lacks internal consistency by arguing alternatives in both paragraphs 3 and 4.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (are the people of

industry telling us the truth). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence

structure (Does the biotechnology industry really care about the children going blind … or are

they just trying to prove a point).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (artical, adament,

malnurished, defencencys) and occasional errors in punctuation (Biotechnology, an; rice, also;

something. There) and capitalization (Biotechnology and Betaceratein) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[23]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B

[24]

 Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by explaining how the biotech industry uses

propaganda. The response makes implicit connections between information and ideas in the text

and the assigned task (This is the use of propaganda to win support, which will lead to money).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response defines propaganda (a way of

persausion) and explains how the biotech industry uses propaganda to market golden rice

(television commercial), but less fully develops how the rice lacks the nutritional value it

claims. The response mentions the industry’s motives (a benefit for themselves) but fails to

discuss what they are.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on the Biotech Industry’s use of propaganda. The response

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, presenting claims made by the biotech industry and then

refuting them (The commercial says … but they fail to let people know), but consistency is

weakened in the final sentence.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of purpose (In the article by Michael Pollan).

The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Instead of

using educational programs to teach the people … about the product).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (often times, persausion,

defficiency), punctuation (shown along, rice will, peoples opinions), and pronoun agreement

(Industry … their and industry’s propaganda … they) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

[26]

 Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (The biotechnology industry is using propoganda to

make people believe that golden rice will save children). The response makes implicit

connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (The biotechnology

industry claims to use beta-carotine to convert fat and protien into Vitamin A).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses details from the text to discuss

the issues surrounding golden rice (children are … lacking fat and protien, eat a minimum of 15

lbs, 100 million dollars on developing the rice and 50 million on advertising), but alternate

solutions are less developed.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on propaganda, stressing its negative aspects throughout. The

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first presenting and then refuting the claims of the

industry, moving to alternatives for solving the hunger problem, and concluding with an

indictment of the industry (they are only trying to save themselves). Internal consistency is

weakened by a lack of transitions.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of purpose (biotechnology … has used …

propoganda to attempt to convice the world that golden rice will save children). The response

occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (The biotechnology industry is trying to

save their company, not the lives of the third world children).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (protien, malnurished,

suppliments), punctuation (childrens health; Time; children, they), and pronoun agreement

(child … they and company …they) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A

[27]



[28]

Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by stating that propaganda is used by the big

businesses to attract consumers. The response makes superficial connections between

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Michael Pollan States that the

biotechnology Industry “aim is to impel people like me.”).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (According to the speaker blindness in

Asian children is caused by the lack of vitamin A and In the account Pollan states “that … of

rice a day”).

Organization Establishes a focus on why big businesses use propaganda. The response exhibits a

rudimentary structure, but this structure is based on loosely organized paragraphs which lack

transitional unity.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (a biotechnology industry uses propaganda to get people to buy

golden rice) that is sometimes imprecise (impel for “impale” and use for “used”), with little

awareness of audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence

structure and length, but with uneven success (In conculsion, the use of propaganda by the

biotechnology industry aim is to attract consumers).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (decleared and

conculsion), punctuation (In the account by Michael Pollan a biotechnology industry; Pollan

mentions Gordon Conway, president of the Rockefeller Foundation to support; Time; the

misuse of quotation marks around paraphrased passages), and random capitalization that do not

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

[29]



[30]

Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, stating the Biotechnology industry uses propaganda

in a immoral manner. The response makes few and superficial connections between

information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (The Biotech industry developed yellow

rice, which has beta-caratene and Beta-carotune … needs fats and protiens).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Beta-carotune is broken down … to

produce Vitamin A; In Asia, the people are used to eating white rice; yellow rice reduces illness

and blindness).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the biotech industry’s use of

propaganda. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, but includes some inconsistencies,

confusing the intended audience of the propaganda.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (excepted for “accepted”), with little

awareness of audience and purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence

structure, but with uneven success (Not only does it not breakthroug it forces … propoganda).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (propoganda,

malnurished, protiens), punctuation (rice but; Beta-carotune but; itself, it), and grammar (a

immoral, Vitamin A, which is to help, can’t broken down, be remove) that hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B



[31]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C

Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by stating that propaganda is one of an industry’s

most powerful tools. The response makes superficial connections between information and

ideas in the text and the assigned task (They claimed that their rice would help Asian children

and this company’s propaganda use is Quite expensive).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague

(industry can shape a person into what they want them to be and This industy fillied a niche) or

unjustified (The biotechnology industry makes great use of propaganda).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, a focus on the idea that propaganda is one of an industry’s

most powerful tools. The response ends with an inconsistent conclusion (propaganda is useful

jus not practical).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (Though for “through” and bistandards

for “standards”), with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response exhibits some

attempt to vary sentence structure or length, but with uneven success (They claimed that their

rice would help Asian children who ate their rice would be less likley to go blind from vitamin

A deffishency).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (deffishency, milion,

inconklusion), punctuation (However this and Firstly to), grammar (a person … them and a

Asian), and proofreading (anothe) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker

in development.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[32]



[33]

Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (when rice came along many

people didn’t want green plants anymore … They wanted all yellow rice). The response alludes

to the text but makes unclear (The biotechnology industry is well to impact people) and

unwarranted (The Industry wants to show people how to grow green plants) connections to the

assigned task.

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are unjustified

(yellow rice also helps the blind).

Organization Suggests a focus on the biotechnology Industry and suggests some organization, using an

introduction, two body paragraphs and a conclusion, but ideas within and between paragraphs

are unconnected (yellow rice has gone to far. Every month of a delay more children go blind).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (In The biotechnology Industry there is alot of Propaganda

going on) and sometimes incoherent (People Advertise about one hundred million to rice). The

response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (The main thing is

the yellow rice).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (along many,

anymore which, good They), capitalization (Golden, Advertise, Industry), and grammar (yellow

rice save and public relation) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B

[34]



[35]

Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused or inaccurate understanding of the text (They are trying to rase money for

rice so it could be ate and help the kids in the next time pereid). The response alludes to the text

but makes unwarranted connections to the task (kids in the 3rd world are going to go blind

because we have know vidmen A).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague

(There are a lot of good ways that vidmen A can effect people), irrelevant (I think that the

people in the world today should try harder to help the ferther generashions), and unjustified

(Then all people in the world should at least try it).

Organization Suggests a focus (Propaganda is use in biotechnology industry) and suggests some organization

through use of paragraphing.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (effect for “affect” and know for “no”). The response reveals

little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Yellow rice has been told to give

you vidmen A).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (vidmen, lifes, rase,

generashions) and occasional errors in punctuation (So why not try it. and to help kids. Then)

and grammar (is use and could be ate) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C

[36]



[37]

Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (Propaganda is dealt with creativity on your

point of a few resaurces to prove your theory). The response alludes to the text but makes

unclear connections to the assigned task (We have programs and industries for these children to

stay healthy, this is what we plan to do).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague

(Kids can only had what they shold have in their system to recuporate and have a healthy

body).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization with separate paragraphs consisting

of loosely connected ideas (Yang children per say asians have certain types of protein,

nutrients and vitamins).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise and sometimes incoherent (Therefore communications of

propaganda, is much for creativity and yellow rice is good substance). The response reveals

little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (resaurces, per say,

recuporate), punctuation (have its; therefore communications; propaganda, is), and grammar

(kids can … had, Parents are concern, industry of attempting … is) that make comprehension

difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

[38]

Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding beyond that found in the prompt. The response

consists of personal reactions.

Development Is minimal, offering primarily a personal response to the text.

Organization Suggests a focus on propaganda but lacks organization.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (kind of like). The response reveals little awareness of how to

use sentences to achieve an effect (You should not ever … too).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (believ, spred,

magesines, comersials, be ware) and punctuation (truth. Kind of, and watch it) that hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1, 2, 3, it remains at Level 1 because

the response makes no reference to the text.



[39]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding beyond a reference to yellow rice.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.

Organization Shows no focus or organization.

Language Use Is minimal, making assessment of language unreliable.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – B

[42]



Part A — Practice Paper – C

[43]



Part A — Practice Paper – C

[44]



Part A — Practice Paper – D

[45]



[46]

Part A — Practice Paper – E



Part A — Practice Paper – E

[47]



[48]

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 3

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, explaining how consumerism keeps our nation’s

economy healthy and innovative. The response makes insightful connections between

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task, citing the Great Depression as an

example of what happens without a flow of money into the economy.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the documents to discuss the benefits of consumerism (creating new employment,

providing countless jobs, Shopping makes people happy).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the enormous impact consumerism has on American

society. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first addressing how society is

dependent on consumers, followed by a discussion of the marketing industry which satisfies the

tastes of a diverse nation, and concluding that consumerism has done more good than harm.

Transitions are skillfully used (Overall and In reality) .

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (stimulation, refute,

cognizant), with a notable sense of voice (spurs industry creativity) and awareness of audience

and purpose (While it is true … marketing is, itself, a significant industry). The response varies

structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (Other economists … prosperity and

Shopping is not an addiction).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated

language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – B

Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, indicating consumerism has had a huge impact

on the country’s economy and that is unlikely to change with internet sales … expected to hit

$185 billion. The response makes insightful connections between information and ideas in the

documents and the assigned task (competition between companies … has a two-fold effect).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific

details from the documents to support a discussion of the economic ramifications of

consumerism (products on the market are improving, jobs are created, providing raw

materials, shipping, advertising), and that with the introduction of the internet as a device for

shopping, consumerism seems to be on the rise.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on recognizing the positive impact of consumer culture.

The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure, moving from the contributions of malls

to a discussion of the benefits of competition and advertising, and followed by a conclusion that

many Americans are optimistic about this positive economic trend. Transitions are skillfully

used (Though some remain skeptical … many have embraced it, First, Secondly, In addition).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (ensuing, facets,

pouring), with a notable sense of voice (sparked economic prosperity) and awareness of

audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance

meaning (And indeed not all … theorized).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (centers

such, Virginia provide, Broadcasters points), paragraphing, and grammar (business were and

advertising … have).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker

in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that the benefits that consumerism

brings to people are definitely noticeable, but its negative aspects far outweigh the positive

ones. The response makes clear and explicit connections between information and ideas in the

documents and the assigned task, noting consumerism’s negative effects on credit card debt and

family life.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to discuss issues related to consumerism (employment of countless individuals, credit card debt,

recreational … activity, disrupt family life).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on consumer culture’s impact on society. The response

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from a discussion of positive effects of

consumerism to the negative (for as much money as a “consumer culture” provides … takes

away). Transitions are appropriately used (Although and Obviously).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (hot-off the market and family stability), with evident

awareness of audience and purpose (Obviously, not all things about consumer culture are bad).

The response varies structure of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Credit cards, shopping

malls, and the internet … quality time with family).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by addressing consumerism’s tremendous

effect on society and its postive influence on our economy. The response makes clear and

explicit connections between the information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task,

noting the impact of advertising on families and economic growth.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to discuss the importance of consumer culture (drives the economy, creating jobs, and bringing

material prosperity), and the issues related to both advertising (impact … on children helps the

company sell it’s product) and consumer debt (twenty percent in 1996). The response explains

how advertising helps sell products so the economy can prosper and … benefit the people.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the positive impact of consumer culture. The

response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first acknowledging critics’ arguments and then

refuting them (if this is a problem it is not the “fault of government regulators, but the

parent’s). The response concludes that people who see consumer culture as negative must first

look at the positives and … their position would change). Transitions are used appropriately.

Language Use Uses appropriate language (turmoil and zenith) that is sometimes awkward (means to buy), with

some awareness of audience and purpose (Yes, it’s true). The response occasionally makes

effective use of sentence structure (Despite all the positive impacts … 1998).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (no where and indvidual),

punctuation (For some a and companies fault), capitalization (Federal communications

commission), and grammar (advertisements are appear and advertisements, it) that do not

hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents, stating that consumer culture has had a

positive influence on society. The response makes clear and explicit connections between

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task, noting that the consumer culture

contributes to a stronger economy, leads to inventions that improve our lives, and encourages

families to spend time together.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents

to discuss how consumer culture provides employment, creates the need for new products to

increase efficiency, and gives us more time to spend with each other. The response explains

how consumers have the ability to make intelligent buying choices and how shopping is viewed

as a necesity rather than an obsessive habit.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how the benefits of consumer culture far outweigh

any negative impact. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first acknowledging

critics’ positions, stating consumerism breeds wastefulness and decreases … religion and

family, and then arguing that consumerism promotes time-saving Internet shopping, more

family time, and choice of products. Transitions are appropriately used (Other benefits and

Lastly).

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (I would like to

prove). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (This power gives

adults … consumerism).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (shoud, necesity,

advertisments) and grammar (computers have increase and only can) that do not hinder

comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by stating that consumer culture has a

negative impact on society. The response makes implicit connections between information and

ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Mark Buchanan says … and shop”).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the documents to discuss debt and the need to feel fulfilled (they have to go buy something

new to feel happy again). The lack of time with one’s family is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the negative effects of consumerism. The response

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing the negative effects of consumer culture

(debt, family time, fulfillment), followed by a paragraph to explain each effect. The loosely

connected ideas in the third paragraph lack internal consistency.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (All this spending is

stretching these people’s wallets too thin and is a serious problem). The response occasionally

makes effective use of sentence structure (This frenzy of buying things … something to be

happy).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (for the U.S.

according; In 1998 individual; Maybe then this), agreement (their family and the consumer …

they), and proofreading (whatever it is the choose and would [not] be in such huge debts) that

do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – B 

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents (In my eyes consumer culture is more

manipulation than persuasion). The response makes implicit connections between information

and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Consumer culture is negative only for the fact

that the sellers are not looking out for the consumers, but only for themselves).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the

documents to discuss the negative impact of consumer culture on society. The response

discusses consumer debt and financial instability, using direct quotes from the passage and

specific examples from the time line. The paragraph discussing unhappiness is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the negative aspects of consumer culture on society.

The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, focusing on three negative results (debt,

financial instability and unhappiness). The loosely connected ideas in the first paragraph lack

internal consistency, as does the conclusion.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (However I know

that consumer culture is just a game to get money). The response occasionally makes effective

use of sentence structure or length (I completely disagree).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (credit card but, says

“One, dont, customers attention) and grammar (credit cards, they and what once made … are

no longer) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C 

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, affirming the positive impact of

consumerism. The response makes few connections between information and ideas in the

documents and the assigned task (consumerism is Important and Consumerism is also positive

to the society).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details

from the documents to explain how consumer spending drives the economy and is expanding

greatly through televisions, but the explanation of how shopping brings the family together is

less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on “consumer culture.” The response exhibits a logical

sequence of ideas about consumerism’s benefits to the whole country, but lacks internal

consistency in the second paragraph when contrasting negative and positive feed back.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with some awareness of audience and purpose (I strongly believe).

The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect (I agree with the fact

… Important to our economy, It drives it!), but with uneven success.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (powerfull, alot, defininty),

punctuation (Consumer Culture, Is; For example If; household’s), random use of capitalization,

grammar (most strongest and Important discussed), and usage (to the society and To conclusion)

that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker

in meaning and language use.
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 Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, addressing the addictive nature of materialism

and how it leads to dept. The response makes few and superficial connections between

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (I think our consumer culture has

headed into the negative direction).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (rise in economy, We are

brainwashed by so many advertizments, exceeded $500 billion).

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on the negative effects of consumer culture. The response

exhibits a rudimentary structure, but includes some irrelevancies (Even lower class families

waste so much money and Maybe more people would be rich).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (things, alot worse, gonna), with little awareness of audience and

purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven

success (Does American consumer culture has pushed … society?).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (definetly, hapiness,

adicted), punctuation (control advertizing its, Well our economy, in fact it, kids stuff), and usage

(positive of negative and less things) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization and conventions.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by addressing how advertising has influenced people

to buy goods we desire at first glance. The response makes implicit connections between

information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (It does a lot for society). There is

no reference to the timeline.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the text to

discuss the influence of advertising (captured our minds as well as our wallets) and the benefits

of consumerism (“Consumer spending drives the economy). The idea that advertisements gave

us what we have today is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the positive impact of consumerism. The response

exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, focusing first on advertising (companies showcase their

products), then discussing how consumerism affects the world’s economic system. The loosely

connected ideas in the second paragraph lack internal consistency.

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is occasionally imprecise (Consumerism is a huge way; are

needed example; not to mention, also, that), with some awareness of audience and purpose. The

response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (Do you honestly see a conflict

in shopping?).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (apliances) and

punctuation (many Americans young and old and anyones) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all areas, it remains at Level

3 because it addresses only one text.
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Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, indicating that malls facilitate families

spending time together and advertising and the radio were around in the 1900’s, but mistakenly

states that Steve Brigance … doesn’t do “shopping”. The response makes superficial

connections to the task (people … don’t have to leave their homes to go shopping).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (each year,

it grows), irrelevant (portable bathroom appliance), and unjustified (He doesn’t even walk in

the stores).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the positive impact of consumer

culture. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, with introductory, body, and concluding

paragraphs, but includes some inconsistencies (People are always saying that we don’t need all

this) and irrelevancies (kids are growing up too quickly now).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (stuff, in the days, it’s too far into society) that is occasionally

unsuitable for the audience (b/c and w/). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence

structure and length for effect, but with uneven success (And the best part is, they creating).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (buisness and no body),

punctuation (since the 1900’s - today; what would people do about it.; In conclusion, people),

and grammar (there’s things … of it) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions and somewhat weaker in development.
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Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (Consumism has both positive and

negative effects). The response alludes to the documents (replacing family values and times

with shopping) but makes unclear connections to the assigned task.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (people

going bankrup and buying things that are not necessary).

Organization Suggests a focus on consumerism as the buying of goods even if there not needed, but lacks

organization, consisting of loosely related ideas. The response has no conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (there for “they’re” and our for “are”),

with little awareness of audience and purpose (you need it to be cool). The response exhibits

some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success (Its not just the fault of the

person … but the fault of the companies advertizing).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (consumism, inflaton,

bankrup, brianwash) and punctuation (our economy but; Its; to buy but, companies advertizing)

that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused or inaccurate understanding of the documents (The positive way to express

that is a good way to speand time with the family). The response alludes to the documents but

makes unclear connections to the assigned task (In addition, critics say that consumerins has

desplaced others).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (but in 2004

sale product on line are expeted to reach $185 billion).

Organization Suggests a focus on the positive impact of consumer culture on society but lacks organization.

The response consists of three short paragraphs of loosely related ideas.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Critical say that consumer has displace other more impartet

yearning). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (speand, comunity,

Accordind, Bussnesses), grammar (Critical say, has desplace, sale product), and usage (between

time and What mean that) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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  Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the documents (Shopping has became an

extension of work). The response alludes to the documents but makes unclear connections to the

assigned task (Consumer culture has the effect of inspiring worthless products).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the documents are vague (From 1900

to 2004, the spending amount went from 500 million to 185 billion).

Organization Suggests a focus on consumerism. The response lacks organization, consisting of one paragraph

of loosely related ideas.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Some economists see the criticism of consumers are not

brainwashed slaves). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve

an effect (Barrage of advertisements includes endorsements on clothing).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (slective and increaded)

and grammar (has became and In 1991, first attempt) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response states that Americans are willing to

go into debt, but makes no connections to the assigned task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development. The response consists of one sentence.

Organization Suggests a focus on the rise of advertising and the increase of available capital but lacks

organization.

Language Use Is minimal, consisting of only one sentence.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat

stronger in organization.



Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – B

[87]

Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response alludes to the time line (Diners

Club issued the first credit card and Credit Card debt exceeded $500 billion), but makes

unclear connections to the assigned task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.

Organization Suggests a focus on consumer spending but lacks organization.

Language Use Is minimal, using language that is predominantly copied from the texts.

Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: The response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in

organization.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker

in language use and conventions.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 3

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 5

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat

stronger in conventions.
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development process. The

Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to
several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/exameval.
2. Select the test title.
3. Complete the required demographic fields.
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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