
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Thursday, June 16, 2005— 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Visit the site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Latest Information” for any recently
posted information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rat-
ing process for this examination begins and at least one more time before the final scores
for the examination are recorded.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  1 (7)  2
(2)  4 (8)  1
(3)  2 (9)  3
(4)  3 (10)  4
(5)  1 (11)  3
(6)  4 (12)  2

(13)  1
(14)  3
(15)  2
(16)  4
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, defining true heroes as those who stand up for their
beliefs and … support causes resulting in the betterment of others. The response makes
insightful connections between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (One
such woman is Nellie Bly, whose sensational trek around the world helped to redefine the role
of women in American society).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text to expound on Bly’s virtues (Bly was passionate about her goal and would
not allow attempted gender discrimination to deter her and Bly bested harsh weather and
maintained a challenging schedule) and achievements (Bly’s momentous journey inspired and
elevated women).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Bly as hero. The response exhibits a chronologically
coherent structure through skillful use of appropriate external (Bly found inspiration and When
Mr. Cockerill finally “acquiesced”) and internal (Throughout American history, For example,
thereby) transitions.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (elevated the position
of women, create a marketable news story, was hailed … and lauded, dispelling the myth of the
submissive housewife), with a notable sense of voice and evident awareness of audience and
purpose (For these reasons, Bly should be celebrated as an American hero). The response
varies sentence length to enhance meaning (She did not leave her feminist ideals in America).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language, although the use of all uppercase makes assessment of capitalization impossible.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B

Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, linking the exploits of Nellie Bly to the status of
American women. The response makes insightful connections between Bly as an overlooked
American hero and her display of heroic traits through her desire for knowledge and the
demonstration of bravery.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text to support Bly’s heroism (beat the “record” of the fictional Phileas Fogg,
side trip to meet Jules Verne, denied entrance to a temple by a Hindu holy man, “pluck, energy
and independence”).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Bly as a hero in her own time and for all time. The
response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, following the chronology of Bly’s quest to
journey around the world in fewer than 80 days, from her departure, to incidents while on the
trip, to her heroic and self-effacing return. The response makes appropriate use of transitions
throughout (However, One day in 1888, In her travels).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (American heroes are
as diverse as the Founding Fathers … cowboys … astronauts), with a notable sense of voice
(who are not loud, gun-toting men) and awareness of audience and purpose. The response
varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning as in the final two sentences.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even when using
sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in organization.
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Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining how Nellie Bly overcame tremendous
obstacles to become a true American hero. The response makes clear and explicit connections
between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Bly, however, refused to give
up).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to describe the obstacles Bly encountered when she proposed her trip (Cockerill
and the editors refused on the basis that she was a woman and Not wanting to lose one of their
top reporters, her editors reluctantly agreed to support her). Obstacles encountered while on
the trip are undeveloped.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the obstacles to Nellie Bly’s undertaking the
journey. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving through Bly’s life as
reporter, adventurer, and women’s rights activist and using appropriate external (In the fall of
1888, Bly began her journey, During her voyage) and internal (The next day, Initially, Back in
America) transitions.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience (we remember)
and purpose (Either allow her to make the trip, she threatened, or she would quit and find work
elsewhere with a paper that would). The response varies structure and length of sentences to
control rhythm and pacing (She became a hero in the public eye; everywhere she went she was
met with supporters cheering her on).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (streamliner,
San Fransisco, neccesities), although the use of all uppercase makes assessment of
capitalization impossible.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[15]

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text (I will be telling you a little bit about a true
American hero, Nellie Bly), although the name of the newspaper is misrepresented. The
response makes clear and explicit connections between the text and the assigned task (This
publicity stunt … made a true American hero out of Nellie Bly).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the text to
describe Bly’s imagination (she concocted a wonderful plan to try to go around the world in
under eighty days), independence (She fought and threatened to take her idea to another
paper), determination (she … was going to accomplish this task), and impact (Women gained
confidence).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Nellie Bly as an American hero. The response
exhibits a chronological sequence of events through the use of appropriate devices (sit back and
… travel with Nellie Bly) and transitions (In the late 1800s, When she proposed her story to her
editors, The famous trip included numerous stops).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (Men and women came to speculate and gawk at the
woman who traveled the world by herself), although sometimes inaccurate (today’s
processions), with evident awareness of audience and purpose (I hope this presentation will be
as entertaining as it is informational for you). The response varies length of sentences to
control rhythm and pacing (All right, is everyone ready?)

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (recieved, Fillious Fog,
journy, schedual), punctuation (80 Days, Jules Vern and editors they), and usage (scare by a
Singapore storm delay and guesses at … her trip) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
weaker in conventions.

Anchor Level 5 – B
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Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text (It was Miss Bly’s competitiveness, determination
and modesty that made her a hero). The response makes clear and explicit connections between
information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (What made Bly a hero was … her
determination to prove that women could be equal to men).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the text to illustrate the qualities of determination (Bly’s determination kicked in and she
replied with … I’ll beat him through a different newspaper) and modesty (when Bly returned
home, she was praised as a hero, to which she replied that it was no great feat) .
Competitiveness is mentioned but not developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Bly’s heroic qualities. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, moving from one quality to another through the use of appropriate
transitions (However, determination is not the only reason Miss Bly should be considered a
hero. Her modesty and compassion also make her a good candidate).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (when feminism was only something women felt)
though occasionally informal (pitch and kicked in), with evident awareness of purpose
(courage, determination and modesty helped her achieve a hero’s status). The response varies
sentence structure to control rhythm and pacing (Heroes are made for many reasons).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (recieved,
beggers, Ofton), grammar, and usage (less for “fewer” and Bly courage).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 4 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (What qualifies a person as an American hero? … Is
it courage? Determination?). The response makes implicit connections between information
and ideas in the text and the assigned task (So she threatened to take her idea elsewhere).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details to
discuss the initial obstacle Bly faced in getting support for her trip (When she approached her
boss … he merely scoffed and He reluctantly agreed), but discussion of obstacles faced during
the trip is less developed (She was once prohibited from entering a Hindu temple and she got
stuck in a rainstorm).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Nellie Bly’s qualities. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, establishing a focus on three qualities in the introduction and
reiterating these qualities in the conclusion, although body paragraphs drift into a chronological
summary of the text. The response lacks internal consistency in paragraph 3, where ideas about
Jules Vern, Bly’s goal, and adversity are combined.

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is occasionally informal (She figured and sold like hot cakes),
with some awareness of audience and purpose (Let me tell you … about Ms. Nellie Bly). The
response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (Nellie Bly is the epitome of an
American hero).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (all by
herself with her one suitcase she and “hurrah!”s).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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 Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by explaining how throughout Bly’s trip she
possessed many qualities of the American Hero. The response makes implicit connections
between information and ideas in the text and the assigned task (Bly wouldn’t give up hope and
Bly did not allow the man to make her feel inferior).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details to
discuss the challenge Bly faced getting her trip approved (Cockerill … put off Bly’s request for
a year and The paper preferred a man), although arguments supporting her feminist &
progressive ideas are sometimes inaccurate (others were sent to beat beggers and She told him
what she thought was right).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Bly’s qualities that made her journey a symbol of the
“newly independent women of the age.” The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas,
moving from Bly’s struggle to initiate the trip, to her effect on those she met on the journey,
and concluding with her impact on society.

Language Use Uses language that is appropriate, but sometimes inaccurate (She claimed that and get someone
anywhere), with some awareness of audience and purpose. The response occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure and length (Inspired by the fictional Phileas Fogg, Bly set
out in 1889 to travel around the world).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Where ever and women
for “woman”), punctuation (“The New York World,” luggage and, First Bly), and capitalization
(Hero) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by explaining Bly’s rise from adversty to a star. The
response makes implicit connections between information in the text and the assigned task
(Nellie was angered to find out that she would not be considered to take the trip because she
was a woman).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details to
discuss events leading up to the trip (inspired her to beat a fictional record, there was a man
picked, she would take the story to another paper), but includes few details about the actual
journey.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on what made Bly a true American hero. The response exhibits
a chronological order, making use of some appropriate transitions (Finally, At the end of her
trip, For a while after), but lacks internal consistency in paragraph 3, which jumps from a focus
on popularity to one on adversity.

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is sometimes awkward (reissuing 10 new editions and “die
winning” back to New York), with some awareness of audience and purpose (Her fight for that
equality is a true example of an American hero, and her influence lasts today). The response
occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (Not satisfied with her job …
she came upon an idea that inspired her … a character in Jules Verne’s “Around the World in
80 Days”).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Cockrowl, chaporone,
responces, indepence) and punctuation (didnt; trip, she; “16x7”) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, indicating one true American hero is Nellie Bly. The
response makes a few superficial connections to the task (had accomplishments and symbol for
a whole gender), although some connections are unwarranted (most famous woman on Earth).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (when a holy man would not let her in
the temple, one hand bag that was 16 inches wide and seven inches high, She learned things
along the way), but some details are vague (Fogg from a piece of literature) or unjustified (She
believed women could do anything that a man could do).

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on specail qualities of heroes. The response exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas, introducing Bly as a hero, explaining her wish for equality, and discussing
her accomplishments. The response occasionally uses transitions (Throughout American
history, As well as … she also, Not only … but also).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (for the equality for, Example of this,
result to doing), with some awareness of audience and purpose (When you are viewed as a
symbol). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure but with uneven success
(These qualities do not always show from a man, but also women).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (competting, choosen,
beggers), punctuation (her, everyone and deal. That), grammar (has been many, Each …
possess, any woman … they), and usage (both male and females) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization and conventions.
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, posing a question about the qualities needed to be an
American hero, but is sometimes inaccurate, indicating that when the editor … chose a man Bly
was very furious, felt she could write a better story than a man’s, and made a housecoat. The
response makes few connections to the task.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (sexism played a major role in society;
visited New York, London, Columbo, Japan, etc.; a parlor game was made).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, a focus on Bly’s qualities established in the introduction. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure, including an introduction, two body paragraphs, and
a conclusion, which closely follows the chronology of the text, but some references are
irrelevant or unjustified (Her fresh publicity caused the article to be republished 10 times).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary (high amount, the time where, got around), with little awareness of
audience and purpose (As you can see). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence
structure with uneven success (Nellie Bly … possesses these qualities to a full extent with a high
amount of integrity).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in grammar (asked … if she can go
and woman who possess) and usage (time where and a 80 day trip) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining how Nelly Bly’s assertion that she could
do a job just as well as any man led to women being encouraged to stand up for themselves.
The response makes few connections to the task (true American hero and fight for what they
thought was right).

Development Develops ideas briefly. The response uses some details from the text regarding Bly’s lack of
need for luggage and a chaperone on her journey, the publicity her trip generated, and her age.
References to her superiors are vague (People thought and proved them all wrong).

Organization Suggests a focus on contesting gender discrimination but lacks organization. The response’s
brief paragraphs contain unconnected ideas (publicity … only 25) that provide little support for
the focus.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is occasionally imprecise (braved her editor, uncapable,
difficult points) and reveals little awareness of audience (tons of luggage). The response
attempts to vary sentence structure with uneven success (She had her difficult … a winner).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (entere and ammount),
punctuation (right. their equality), paragraphing, and usage (This also cast) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions and somewhat weaker in organization.
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Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (Nellie left the job after a time and
went to go work for a next news company). The response alludes to the text, but makes unclear
(She have a watch) and unwarranted (she heard that they gave this man the job, so she went
looking for the man and beat him up) connections to the task.

Development Is incomplete. The response hints at ideas, but references to the text are vague (Bly carefully
observed kept worried watch) and unjustified (she went on her flight and After her report came
out it sales million).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus copied from the situation. The response
exhibits a rudimentary structure, containing an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion,
but includes some irrelevancies (A Sunday).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise, verging on incoherent (Bly well-known was told will over 6 day
Bly was in England). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve
an effect (In this passage a documentary about a women who possess the qualities of an
American hero).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Every were), punctuation
(“The New York World” and november 14, 1889.), capitalization, grammar (went and ask and
She say), usage (on the fall and So she went), and word omissions (was reporter and She “OF
Turning) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text (She waited to show new york … that a woman
could make a dream of a man Come true). The response alludes to the text, but makes unclear
connections to the assigned task (She was only 25 years old).

Development Is largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas, but references to the text are vague and
unjustified (She wanted to make her news station to be noticed world wide throught the world).

Organization Suggests a focus on the qualities that make Nelly Bly an American hero, but lacks organization,
with neither a logical sequence of ideas in paragraphs 2 and 3 nor a conclusion.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise or copied from the task (Im writing a presentation … an
American hero). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an
effect (In 6 day Bly arrived In Englad, Then fracen).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (women for “woman”,
throught, Englad), punctuation (Im and Nov. 14, 1889 on), and capitalization (new york,
augusta vectoria, fracen).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused (In this presentation is a documentary on Nellie Bly) and inaccurate (the
owner of a newspaper name Phileus fogg) understanding of the text. The response alludes to the
text, but makes unclear connections to the assigned task (a new york buisness man purpose a
man because a man can leave something behind, that a woman cannot do).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas ( Nellie Bly was a famous woman who travel around the
Globe). References to the text are vague (It took a long time to arrive back to New York) and
unjustified (Then she was re elected to be sent for a full resource).

Organization Suggests a focus on Nellie Bly’s trip, but lacks organization. The response attempts to be
chronological, but is often diverted by unconnected ideas (Nellie job was a travel editor and
She had storm trying to get to other countries).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (like so many bly ideas was capture to the public). The response
reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (When she return to New
York, she was re-pay a favor to bring fresh novel).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (buisness, lugges, dress
grown), punctuation (fall of 1888 she and Nellie Bly. an), capitalization (monday and trace),
and grammar (A woman who possess the qualities and During bly trip she refuse to take usually
weapon).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

[37]

Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding beyond that found in the prompt (Nelly Belly …
was a american hero). The response consists primarily of personal reactions.

Development Is minimal. The response is primarily a series of generalizations concerning a woman’s place in
contemporary society (theare many woman that have Done Importan things for this country and
most woman Do a Better Job then the man).

Organization Suggests a focus on women as heroes but shows no organization.
Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Specilly for hero woman, mannly Jobs, woman simbolize a Big

part of this country). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences.
Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Specilly, theare, Sacrifise,

wich), punctuation, paragraphing, capitalization (the response exhibits random use of capital
letters), grammar, and usage (woman for “women”, a american, Represets for).

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1 and 2, it remains at Level 1 because
the response makes no reference to the text.
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Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding (Neille Bly a writer and The paper didn’t
want to send her). The sole attempt at connecting to the task is a title copied from the
guidelines.

Development Is minimal.
Organization Is too brief to demonstrate organization.
Language Use Is minimal, consisting of two sentences, the second of which ends incoherently (mach Lugh).
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Part A — Practice Paper – E



Practice Paper A–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 3

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and somewhat weaker in meaning.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by connecting information and ideas from the
documents (design, encouraging automobile travel and discouraging walking) to the design of
a utopian community from scratch. The response makes insightful connections between
information in the documents and the assigned task using design ideas that would accommodate
and encourage pedestrian travel.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully by discussing the utopian scenario in contrast with a reality
where pedestrian travel means being at risk. The response uses a wide range of details including
statistical information, obesity levels, community design, and a variety of roadway designs
focusing on their advantages and disadvantages by using terms like attractive; self-enforcing,
inexpensive and effective.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on design to reverse the trend by offering suggestions
assuring that pedestrian travel is safe and heart-healthy in a utopian community. The response
exhibits a logical and coherent structure through the skillful use of appropriate devices and
transitions (Additionally; When a utopian community is designed, therefore; thus making), and
concludes by emphasizing that increasing safety will contribute to a utopian community.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (this decline in
walking … as a problem), with a notable sense of voice (If people have … levels will increase
and Pedestrian safety is … a utopian community) and awareness of audience and purpose. The
response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning (If the aforementioned …
can be created).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by arguing that in an ideal society, pedestrian
safety is a crucial aspect of everyday life and suggesting several measures that can be used to
increase safety. The response makes insightful connections between information (Poor street
plans … and fatalaties) and ideas (placing schools closer to communities) in the text and the
assigned task (The only thing left to do … encourage people to walk).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully by explaining how poor street planning is a major problem,
especially for the elderly and children. The response makes effective use of a wide range of
relevant and specific details from the documents by discussing ways to prevent many of the
problems, and by describing ways to make it more appealing to walk than drive.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the safety of all community members. The response
exhibits a logical and coherent structure, first presenting a problem (The problem is that …
watch for pedestrians), then discussing ways to solve that problem (By making the street more
narrow … area around them), transitioning into the specific problem of community planning,
but maintaining the original focus on pedestrian safety. The conclusion skillfully restates main
ideas (From every angle … and go to school).

Language Use Uses language that is at times fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and
purpose (Many would develop … at the same time). The response varies the structure and length
of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Many traffic jams result … being hit increase). The
response occasionally contains language that is vague (some drivers can speed and increasing
times at crosswalks).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 5 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by discussing the idea that in many
communities, pedestrian safety is proving to be a difficult problem. The response makes clear
and explicit connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task
(By implementing new and different techniques … cities … cut down on pedestrian casualties).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents
to discuss the problem of pedestrian safety (walk signs are not timed with the elderly in mind)
and ways a community might solve that problem (redesign both the streets and location of
some destinations).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on pedestrian safety. The response exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas by first defining the problem, then presenting known effects (The two groups
… children and the elderly) and contributing factors (challenging street crossings and high
speeds and The designs of residential areas), and then discussing possible remedies (Some
techniques that can be used). The conclusion effectively emphasizes that action needs to be
taken. Appropriate transitions add to cohesion.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (The lack of …
even harder to solve). The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm
and pacing (Everything should be within a reasonable walking distance and in a safe walking
environment).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (acessible,
manuvers, convient) and punctuation (and therefore can and decades there) only when using
sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by identifying pedestrian safety as a major
problem and discussing the ways to solve the problem. The response makes clear and explicit
connections between information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (When
designing … safety of pedestrians and cyclists, Currently, most cities … to accomodate
bicycling and walking, The high fatality … traffic calming techniques).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using specific and relevant details from the
documents in discussing the advantages and disadvantages of traffic calming techniques, while
only briefly mentioning the need to redesign cities and towns.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the problem of pedestrian safety and ways to solve
that problem. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first identifying and
illustrating the problem (for every person killed … fourteen were injured), then discussing the
health problems associated with physical inactivity, and following up with a discussion of
traffic calming techniques. The conclusion reinforces the need for consideration of pedestrian
safety in a model community. Appropriate transitions are used throughout (Another problem,
This has become, In addition).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (The sad fact is that children and the elderly make up 38% of
pedestrian deaths) but occasionally inexact (This … is essential to include in the community and
it is also better for emergency vehicles and scenic). The response varies structure and length of
sentences to control rhythm and pacing (There are … such a task).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (placement
of the period in a quotation and the use of quotation marks to identify wording taken directly
from the text) and grammar (conditions … has and to give pedestrian) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 5 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by identifying pedestrian safety as one of
the most prominent issues within any community and discussing the many way in which
pedestrian safety can be helped. The response makes clear and explicit connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (pedestrian safety can be helped
… “traffic calming” methods can be used).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from the documents
to discuss the causes of the problem (wide streets … and the inconvenient location of common
destinations), their ramifications (those most at risk would be children and elderly people and
Lack of this physical activity … has, in turn, become a factor in health problems), and their
possible solutions.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the problem of pedestrian safety and ways a
community might solve that problem. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas first
defining the problem, then discussing factors responsible for a decline in walking and the
possible consequence (It may be said … medical problems in America), and suggesting ways to
address pedestrian safety (give people a destination and the community must invest). The
conclusion restates the need to address pedestrian safety when building a community.

Language Use Uses appropriate though sometimes redundant language (pedestrian safety), with some
awareness of audience and purpose, although language is sometimes taken directly from the
text or closely paraphrased without attribution (give more space … pedestrians, make drivers
think about the roadway, pedestrian friendly). The response occasionally makes effective use of
sentence structure or length (Funding of these projects … raise awareness of pedestrian safety).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in comma use and grammar
(community member’s home … their) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A 

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by discussing pedestrian safety as the most
important issue a community faces and methods to calm the traffic. The response makes clear
and explicit connections between information and ideas in the documents (walking is no longer
an option for most people) and the assigned task (Pedestrian safety … can cost the city alot of
money).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the documents to discuss traffic calming techniques (I suggest using a series of narrow
roads and Chicanes bends and deviations are expensive), but the reason for the decline in
walking is only briefly developed (neighborhoods are not located near … what people need).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on pedestrian safety and on ways a community can deal
with rushing traffic. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas first defining the
problem, then discussing related health issues (obesity … an epidemic) and traffic calming
techniques. The conclusion challenges a community to fund pedestrian safety in order to save
lives.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, that is sometimes inexact (stores with essentials to people like they
used to), with some awareness of audience and purpose (Traffic calming … pedestrian safety).
The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length (That is a very
high percent … zooms through neighborhoods daily).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (renivated and posses) and
punctuation (In many communities the problem; dont; in two aspects, it can cost) that do not
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.
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Anchor Level 4 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by stating one problem rapidly increasing is
the safety of pedestrians and by identifying a solution (Communities these days … new method
called traffic claiming). The response makes generally implicit connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (Although the problem …
solutions can be met affectivley).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response emphasizes the number of childhood
and elderly victims of accidents, reiterating that this is a growing problem. Statistics and details
from the text reinforce this conclusion (sixteen percent of pedestrian deaths and Twenty-two
percent of all pedestrians). The solution of traffic calming is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on pedestrian injury and fatality. The response exhibits
a logical sequence of ideas, first establishing the problems of pedestrian safety, followed by
solutions (priority to cyclists and pedestrians, speed bumps, transportation funds), and
concluding with a brief summary.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of purpose (Another way … side walks). The
response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure or length (This makes drivers
slow down).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (newely, claiming for
“calming”, reoccuring) and punctuation (Over the past years problems and A large problem is
the challenging street crossings, the high speeds … can be hard for a child) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C 

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, using information from both documents to
note that pedestrian safety is to important not to look at. The response makes implicit
connections between the information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task,
suggesting we should think about pedestrian safety much more than we do and we could help
pedestrian safety.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details
from the documents to discuss accidents (we make our pedestrian facilities for younger …
people) and causes, but the relationship between improved community design and safety is less
well developed (If we made town’s or areas … there would not be as many pedestrian
accidents), and claims that most of the pedestrians that are being killed … are the people of our
future are unjustified.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on pedestrian safety and ways to improve it. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, stating a position in the introduction, moving to problems
and solutions, and ending with an opinion (We should look at … do some thing about this).
Transitions between these elements are missing though some transitions are used (Also, This is
because, Other ways).

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is occasionally inexact (much more people, further away, were
for “where”), with some awareness of purpose and audience (There would not be as many … if
we made our community). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or
length for effect with uneven success (Since children need much more attention when it comes
to pedestrian safety and We don’t give elderly people enough time to cross).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Society, It and it
for “it’s”) and grammar (people’s housing are, not as spreaded apart, which make drivers …
and slows down) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 3 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents although focusing on drivers who are not
careful results in superficial connections to the documents (According to the text and From the
chart) and unwarranted connections to the task (No one really thinks about pedestrian safety
anymore because most people drive).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (“government estimates show
that … hit by cars and injured” and The idea of traffic calming), but provides only one effective
technique (speed humps and bumps) as a solution to this massive problem.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on the number of fatalities … pedestrian.
The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, but includes some inconsistencies in a circular
argument about money … spent on more McDonalds and Burger Kings rather than making
pedestrian safety a priority. The response introduces solutions without developing them and
ends abruptly.

Language Use Uses appropriate language (money that could be put into furthering pedestrian safety and a
brisk walk), with some awareness of audience and purpose. The response occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure or length (Our country needs to stop and think about … that
number).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (One major problem is pedestrian safety). The
response makes few connections between the text and the task (Another thing a community can
do for pedestrian safety is make sidewalks wider) and fails to mention the chart.

Development Develops ideas briefly using vague references to the text (more side walks, heavy traffic, more
cross walks) as well as irrelevant references to a town cerfew.

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus (There are many things you can do in the safety of
pedestrians). The response exhibits a rudimentary structure with some irrelevancies (They
should also put up … signs as there approaching the cross walk).

Language Use Relies on basic (There are many problems), sometimes imprecise (a couple more and safety
prevention), and sometimes redundant (Also, another thing and walking pedestrian) vocabulary,
with little awareness of audience and purpose (There are many things you can do). The
response primarily relies on simple sentences.

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (faceing and exspect),
punctuation (dont and wouldnt), and usage (do in and less … accidents).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by focusing on accidents involving
pedestrians and some ways to prevent these traffic accidents by making some rules and changes.
The response makes superficial connections between information and ideas in the documents
and the assigned task by mentioning children and elderly people and suggesting narrowing the
roads as a solution to the problem of their safety. Some statements are unjustified (These
accidents are mostly pedestrians and Some of the ways … impact on society).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (neckdowns, chokers, and bulbs
and rate of walking … went from 9.3% to 5.4%).

Organization Establishes a focus on pedestrian safety, but lacks organization. The response exhibits a
rudimentary structure by first discussing children and the elderly, shifting to Calming
Techniques, then to walking and health. The conclusion is unsupported (with walking … live
less).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Most accidents today, are caused in traffic; there are more
traffic jams getting to places; raised for “raising”). The response reveals little awareness of how
to use sentences to achieve an effect (To decrease the pedestrian accidents … the automobile
funds).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (grealty and excersives)
and grammar (There are less pedestrions, elder accidents, this would make … and makes, The
other one … be more cautious) that may hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – A

[81]



Anchor Level 2 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (the pedestrian safety rate is high
and Walking less may be… a majer health risk). The response makes unclear connections to the
assigned task (Communitys have changed but that hast changed the chances of trafic safty
ishues).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are unjustified (25 percent …
are pedestrians, 16 percent of the 300,000 deaths … were under the age of 18, 42 percent of the
people who take trips on foot has dropped, as long as there are cheaper and cheaper cars and
materials that are used for roads). The response makes no reference to the chart.

Organization Suggests a focus (there could be meany was to make thangs safer) and an organization with an
introduction, two body paragraphs, and a conclusion, but the paragraphs consist mainly of
loosely connected statements about accidents and the walking population in America.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Pedestrian safety is only one thing a community might have and
Trafic stafty not being and good). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences
to achieve effect (They may solve it in different ways, but theras not one answer for every
different safety propblem).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (busniss, are dien caise,
travil) and punctuation (safety propblem there could; number of reasons, to maney; could also
be, because) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text claiming Elderly People Don’t know anought to
go faster. The response makes one superficial connection to the task by suggesting that the
community could help.

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas but references to the text are vague (By
Putting up more sines … and the speed limiets) or unjustified (Need to make more space and
make more Side Walke Bigger Roads).

Organization Suggests a focus on the Promlem of Pedestrian Safety. The response suggests an organization
of cause and effect through the use of transitions (Becase and So there).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (Child Don’t Know Better To Stop and a Places People Can go
to walk to get Places). The response shows little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve
an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (alot, Becase, Soposed),
punctuation (to go, and and Roads more Parken), and capitalization (Promlen, Help, Need) that
make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 – C

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Conveys an inaccurate understanding of the documents, suggesting that 1/13 of the people who
die each year dies because of a traffic accident. The response makes one superficial connection
to the task, claiming there are different ways to Prevent traffic accidents and pedestrian deaths.

Development Is minimal. The response consists of details taken from the chart (Speed bumps, humps, and
table) with no evidence of development.

Organization Suggests a focus in the first paragraph (But there are ways in which We can Prevent those
deaths). The response suggests some organization in paragraph 2 through the use of transitions
(As it says and Another thing).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (something you can do, by doing this, t o for “too”). The
response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve effect (Another thing you
can use Neckdowns, Chockers and Bulbs).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting errors in spelling (Pedreastians), punctuation (As it
says in the second text. Speed bumps), and capitalization (We, Cars, Bulbs) that hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions and weaker in development.
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Anchor Level 1 – A

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides no evidence of understanding the documents or the task. The response makes no
connections between information in the documents and the assigned task beyond the use of
some vocabulary from the prompt.

Development Is largely undeveloped, mentioning community, Pedestrians, and safety, but devoting the
response to discussion of safety in general (Today our world is a dangers Place).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus on the problem of pedestrian safety. The response suggests some
organization with an introduction and a body paragraph.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise or unsuitable for the audience or purpose (tips in which and
Public Places should be save). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to
achieve an effect (Children sometimes being put in danger).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (How … better,
Well Here, should’nt, that our), capitalization (Many, Here, Places), and grammar (more safer)
that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1, 2, and 3, it remains at Level 1
because the response makes no reference to either document.
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Anchor Level 1 – B

Quality Commentary
The response:

Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response makes no connections between
information in the documents and the assigned task. References to more street lights in the city
and more crossguards are not supported by the documents.

Development Is minimal with no evidence of development. The response presents no specific and relevant
evidence from either document.

Organization Shows no focus or organization.
Language Use Is minimal. The response consists of two sentences, making assessment of language unreliable.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: The response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 3

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 2

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 5

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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