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FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Wednesday, January 26, 2005— 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Visit the site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Latest Information” for any recently
posted information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rat-
ing process for this examination begins and at least one more time before the final scores
for the examination are recorded.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a check mark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session Two answer sheet; do not place a check mark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A multiple-choice questions to
the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each student’s 
SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session Two
Correct Answers

Part A
(1)  4
(2)  1
(3)  3
(4)  2
(5)  2
(6)  3
(7)  1
(8)  2
(9)  4

(10)  3 
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One,
and determining the student’s final score for the examination. The chart located on the
Department’s web site should be used for determining the final examination score.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that some people will make the necessary adjustments to their

work to attain fulfillment and personal happiness revealing an in-depth analysis of both texts.
The response makes insightful connections between the controlling idea and ideas in each text
(The man, who once sold ink, challenged himself to go further and The heat and atmosphere,
were minor details compared to her desire to succeed).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
evidence to support the crafter’s somewhat unorthodox entrance into ship carving (visitor tried
to purchase model ships, model building was a foolish challenge, The other three had been
burned) and the young woman’s stressful position (men would challenge her, men at Door
Locks, the 110° heat). The response incorporates both explicit and implicit references to
appropriate literary elements including plot, setting, point of view, and character.

Organization Maintains a focus on challenges resulting in satisfaction and happiness. The response exhibits a
logical and coherent structure detailing the challenges to each individual and their successful
outcomes. The response uses devices and transitions that are sometimes appropriate (In Passage
I) and sometimes skillful (The passerby had seen, The passerby listens, When she was loaned,
In the end).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (a means to material comfort, had never recreated
these structures, as an instrument for personal growth), with evident awareness of audience and
purpose (The characters in both … rise above their obstacles). The response varies structure
and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Despite initial failure, spent time, and
invested money, the man asserts that “It is … satisfaction”).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals an in-depth analysis of both texts (Few workers are

able to … relate work directly to … happiness). The response makes insightful connections
between the controlling idea and the ideas in each text (allows him to engage in work … truely
fulfilling and The poem is not about money, but … the satisfaction).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific evidence to contrast the ink
salesman’s past (work that produced a large income, but little happiness) and his present
(volunteers to build the models) for Passage I and to indicate similarities of work experiences of
father and daughter (long hours, under harsh conditions; “Door Locks - 110 degrees”; arise at
five am) for Passage II. The response refers to appropriate literary elements of irony which is
two fold, settings noted as quite similar, and theme (work produces happiness).

Organization Maintains the focus on the theme of both passages … work produces happiness. Exhibits a
logical and coherent structure through the skillful use of transitions (But a twist of fate and The
second irony).

Language Use Uses language that is precise and engaging, with a notable sense of voice (models are intricate
and beautiful, on impulse, willing to get her hands dirty, mutual admiration). The response
varies sentence structure and length (He sold ink and She earns their respect by persevering) to
enhance meaning.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[11]



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[12]



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – A

[13]

Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea (nothing is achieved without hard work and determination) that

shows a thorough understanding of both texts. The response makes generally explicit
connections between the controlling idea and the ideas in the memoir (he had to have the
dedication to teach himself), and in the poem (staying at her job … shows … dedication to hard
work).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, with reference to relevant and specific evidence from
both passages to discuss determination (His hands had to be trained and At first the men would
ask me to lift what I couldn’t). Appropriate literary elements of theme and characterization are
central to the discussion.

Organization Maintains the focus on hard work and dedication established by the controlling idea. The
response exhibits a logical sequence first discussing theme, and then characterization, followed
by a unifying conclusion (Both passage I and passage II describe … a theme of … hard work
and dedication).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and purpose (each
author was able to portray this theme in different ways). The response uses structure and length
of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Both the memoir and the poem are able to portray
the idea that without the dedication to do something that is not easy, nothing will be achieved).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – B

[15]



[16]

Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts (the successful

accomplishment of work requires dedication and perseverence and brings about great
rewards). The response makes clear and explicit connections between this idea and Passage I
(he … explains, “It … gave me … satisfaction”) and Passage II (Dedication and perseverence
can also change mandane physical work into a source of pride).

Development Develops the ideas of dedication and perseverence clearly, with reference to relevant and
specific evidence (“worked every evening from six until nearly midnight” and back-to-back
heat waves) from both texts. Theme is included as a unifying element in the conclusion and
character and plot are implicit in the discussion of each passage. Though point of view is
mentioned, its relevance is unclear.

Organization Maintains the focus that personal benefits result from hard work. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas through the use of appropriate transitions (If he hadn’t cared, As a
result, She also tells).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (His reward … was not monetary), with evident
awareness of audience and purpose (Work … can be mental, physical or a combination of both).
The response varies sentence structure to control rhythm and pacing (The work appealed to him
because as a young boy, he “dreamed of ships”).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (mandane),
punctuation (Plant She), and proofreading (back back).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 5 – C

[19]

 Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that reveals a thorough understanding of both texts (people need

to feel a sense of satisfaction and fullfillment in their work). The response clearly connects this
controlling idea to Passage I (“It is the only … real satisfaction”) and Passage II (Her success
and acceptance … in her work).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from both texts. The
response makes appropriate use of characterization (55 year old ink salesman, never felt the
satisfaction, only woman in her department, she didn’t give up) and setting (New Orleans near
the museum and working in a Ford Plant) in discussing both works.

Organization Maintains the focus on the true nature of work. The response logically discusses the authors’
use of characterization and setting for each work and then connects these elements to the
controlling idea in the conclusion. Appropriate transitions (Along with, Despite, According to)
are used throughout the response.

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent (Despite the adversity), with some awareness of audience
and purpose (Both passages convey the idea of fulfillment and satisfaction in work). The
response varies sentence structure and length to control rhythm and pacing (He lacked
experience in this field. He lacked … tools. And above all he lacked the knowledge).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in comma use (character,
of and strength, and).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A
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[21]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts, asserting that

work should be something that you can truly enjoy. The response implicitly connects this idea
to the man’s love of carving ships in Passage I and the young woman’s sense of pride at sharing
a difficult job with her father in Passage II.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response refers to how the author sets a scene
with imagery of the man at work and to theme by quoting the man’s description of work as “the
only thing … that gave me any real satisfaction.” Passage II is less fully developed with implied
references to setting and imagery (how the woman felt and The conditions seemed unfavorable).

Organization Maintains clear and appropriate focus on the feeling of satisfaction that comes from doing what
one truly enjoys. The response exhibits a generally logical sequence of ideas discussing each
work, but lacks appropriate internal transitions in discussions of the literary elements within
each passage.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Both passages show
people who genuinely enjoyed what they did for a living). The response occasionally makes
effective use of sentence structure (Nobody can deny that work can be difficult at times, but we
all know … that comes from a hard day’s work).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – B
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts (work … should be

enjoyable). The response makes implicit connections between the controlling idea and Passage I
(the finished models … gave him the kind of satisfaction that he had never had before) and
Passage II (Their relationship was what made the job … satisfying).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, with some evidence included from the texts. The
literary element of point of view is identified and discussed briefly for Passage I but only
mentioned in the discussion of Passage II. The response also mentions imagery in Passage II
but fails to develop the discussion (a clear view of the hard work).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the idea that work should be something you enjoy
doing every day. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas discussing Passage I and
then Passage II using appropriate transitions (Passage I, Even though, The author of passage 2).

Language Use Uses appropriate language (The authors … have used many different techniques to reveal …
that work … should be enjoyable). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence
structure or length (The daughter got a summer job working with her father at a ford plant).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (sence
and  persistant) and punctuation (something that you enjoy doing its) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – C

[27]

Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of both texts (when a person

enjoys work than it becomes less difficult). The response makes implicit connections between
the controlling idea and Passage I (carving model ships represents a happiness) and Passage II
(work enjoyed is usually easier to do).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, referring to some specific evidence from each
passage (Selling ink was what he did not enjoy and She saw how hard her father …worked) but
some assertions about Passage II are inaccurate (her father worked with men who were his
friends and he could talk and take his mind off the difficulty). Although symbolism … passive
voice … mood … point of view and tone are identified in the response, discussion of these
elements is generally brief and/or confused (As the passive voice deminishes the mood becomes
…cheerful).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus (When work is not enjoyed it becomes difficult … when
work is enjoyed it becomes easier). Appropriate transitions (the memoir … developes, In the
poem, However) help to establish the logical sequence of ideas throughout the response.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, occasionally making effective use of sentence structure or length
(This creates a mysterious mood).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (developes), punctuation
(When work is not enjoyed it; authors voice; he enjoyed his work, it was satisfactory; fathers
work), and usage (mind off of the difficulty) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Establishes a controlling idea that shows a basic understanding of the texts (The nature of work

is for a person to love their job … A person must also have determination and dedication).
Connections between the controlling idea and the texts are superficial (even though a person
may not be good at something they could always try and not give up and in order to love your
job a person must be comfortable in their surroundings).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from Passage I (He showed the reader his
dedication … by staying up late and not finishing until it was perfect). However, in Passage II,
the response relies on a simple and partially inaccurate plot summary. The response’s
references to the literary elements … point of view and imagery are vague and undeveloped.

Organization Establishes and attempts to maintain a focus on the nature of work (for a person to love what
they do). The response displays a rudimentary structure, consisting of an introduction, two body
paragraphs, and a conclusion, but internal transitions are lacking.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with some awareness of audience and purpose (This idea is
demonstrated). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length,
but the use of colloquialism (guy) and abbreviated form (1st) detracts from formal tone.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, with errors in punctuation and grammar (determination and hard
work pays off, a person … their job, a person … they) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

[30]



[31]

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Shows a basic understanding of the texts by stating that ones satisfaction is what determines the

nature of work. Attempts to connect this idea to Passage I are weakened by confusion with
characters (The author foreshadowed the narrator’s potential happiness). The connection to
Passage II is somewhat stronger, stating her potential satisfaction … determines the nature of
work.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas. References to the text are vague (discovered their
fancy), irrelevant (The narrator did many things), unjustified (The narrator went on a journey
and happiness when she is reunited with her father), or gleaned from the multiple-choice
questions (satisfy his curiosity … entering “the dark storeroom,” a few lines of introducing the
setting, challenged by her male coworkers). The response alludes to literary elements
(foreshadowed, symbolize, setting, mood, atmosphere), but does not fully explain their use.

Organization Establishes a focus on the nature of work as determined by a persons satisfaction. The response
exhibits a rudimentary structure of introduction, Passage I, Passage II, conclusion.

Language Use The response relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes repetitive (This passage and the
narrator) or awkward (a few lines of introducing and success of happiness). The response
attempts to vary sentence length, but with uneven success (The narrator did … “the dark
storeroom”).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation
(works nature, mans happiness, narrators success) and grammar (person … their and narrator
… their) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions and somewhat weaker in development.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – C
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[33]

Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the texts, stating that the nature of work is a thing many

people posses. The response fails to establish a clear controlling idea, suggesting that the
passages concern men working, and what they need to do to be sucessful.

Development Develops ideas briefly, relying primarily on plot summary with some evidence from the texts
for support (One man is a whole sale dealer of ink in New Orleans and He is twenty years old
and works at a Door Locks plant). The response makes no specific references to literary
elements or techniques.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, a focus on what workers need to do to be sucessful. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure of a brief introduction, two body paragraphs, and a
short conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary. The response exhibits uneven success in varying sentence structure
(In both the passages are stories about men working, and what they need to do to be sucessful).
The use of contractions, unsuitable language (daddy), and imprecise language (thing and nicer)
detracts from a sense of audience and purpose.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (posses, sucessful, whole
sale), punctuation (its the nature; Its a passion he has, as a boy; hes working; plant At first),
capitalization (at Lunch), and usage (he visited him) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in meaning.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – A

[34]



[35]

Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys an incomplete understanding of the text. The response’s attempt to establish a

controlling idea based on the idea of symbolism is confusing and attempts to connect to the texts
consist of a few plot details (“dark storehouse” and a long hallway).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response hints at ideas (the narrator’s curiosity and
the isolationism that the father has endured), but references to the text are vague (Both show …
main character and Each passage relies on description), irrelevant (working in a Northern City
and working in a different section), or unjustified (she is rewarded and for 3 days).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus. The response suggests some organization, using an introduction, a
short discussion of each text, and a brief conclusion. Some attempts are made at transition (In
passage one and In passage 2).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (dislribute an idea, implies herself, isolationism, progresses
out, With conclusion). The response’s attempts to use complex sentences is at times awkward
(By means of … narrator’s curiosity and Upon her arrival … to her father).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (detail the; storehouse,
where; section she) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.



Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – B

[36]

Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the texts and makes few relevant connections (In Passage

one the man had a business and Passage two was about a greil that got a job at a plant).
Development Is largely undeveloped. References to the texts are vague (the man, a greil, a plant) and

unjustified (a run down city and she was happy that it was over).
Organization Lacks an appropriate focus, but suggests some organization, with an introductory sentence, a

short discussion of the two texts, and a concluding sentence.
Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience or purpose (The essay tells how).

The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (The two
passage … how they worck).

Conventions Generally demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (worck, stel,
greil, frist), punctuation (one the, doing so, day she), and grammar (He like, There was no other
women, he department) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 2 – C

[37]

Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys an incomplete understanding of the texts (work is not to easy especially when you have

no experience). The response makes few connections (the man did not no how to carve ships
and the girl did not no to much either).

Development Is incomplete and largely undeveloped. The response makes vague references to the text (the
man and the girl) and is repetitive (do it anyway, not give up, never quit).

Organization Suggests some organization, but lacks an appropriate focus, switching from the idea of work
being not to easy to a discussion of not giving up and then to the idea that with working you can
do man differen things in life.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (to for “too” and no for “know”) and unsuitable (gonna for
“going to” and thats all that I have to say) for the audience and purpose. The response shows
little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (Just like in the passages I read).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (thes, alway, differen),
punctuation (essay I and I it), and grammar (man … move) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – A

[38]

Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding. The response makes no specific references

to Passage I or II, providing only an unsupported observation that from work you learn about
Nic people and How much school is important in order to Find a good and easy Job.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development beyond two unsupported references to
characterization and point of view.

Organization Suggests a focus, but shows no organization.
Language Use Is minimal, making assessment of language use unreliable.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

[39]

Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides no evidence of textual understanding, merely repeating wording provided in the

prompt (the nature of work) and text (manufacturer agent in New Orlean).
Development Is minimal. The response mainly provides material copied directly from the prompt and Passage

I (manufacturer agent in New Orlean and sell printers’ ink).
Organization Shows no focus other than that provided in the prompt.
Language Use Is minimal, making assessment of language use unreliable.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.



Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – A
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Part A — Practice Paper – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – B
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Part A — Practice Paper – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – C
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Part A — Practice Paper – D
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Part A — Practice Paper – D
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Part B — Practice Paper – E
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Part B — Practice Paper – E
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[51]

Practice Paper A–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization and conventions.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – A

Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of the statement,

stating life is a continual current of changes, lessons, hardships, and triumphs. The response
uses the criteria to make an insightful analysis of The Great Gatsby [for Jay Gats (Gatsby), a
World War One veteran, life has dealt him a lucky hand of cards] and The Old Man and the Sea
(Ernest Hemingway clearly depicts one of life’s most unyielding cycles: perseverance, triumph
and loss).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully. The response makes effective use of a wide range of relevant
and specific evidence about characters’ struggles (Gatsby, who has built his entire life around
the mirage of Daisy’s love, is faced with the consequences and While Santiago must continue …
he has gained peace of mind … a lesson that life teaches us). The response integrates references
to literary elements (flashbacks to previous events and unavoidable theme of life) in both
discussions.

Organization Maintains the focus established in the critical lens (Both of these works exemplify unwavering
themes of life’s journey). The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure through use of
appropriate transitions (Although, To assist the reader, Through days of endurance and
struggle, Certainly).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, generally using precise and engaging language (contagious bad
luck and achieved tangible success), with a notable sense of voice (love affects many …
throughout … a lifetime) and audience awareness. The response varies sentence structure (This
theme is the lifeblood … for a reason: it is also woven into the lives of people everywhere) to
enhance meaning.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling
(independantly, convinctions, climatic) only when using sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 6 – B

Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens (The struggles and high points in a

character’s life are what make a story interesting). The response uses the criteria to make a
clear and reasoned analysis of To Kill a Mockingbird (Scout and the struggles … learning about
racial discrimination and bias) and Our Town (Wilder discusses three aspects of life …
childhood, marriage, and death).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant evidence
from both texts to discuss life’s lessons (Because of the positions that Atticus and his children
take, much of the town is against them and Wilder uses … George and Emily, as examples of
the process that he feels extends beyond the pages). The response refers to characterization and
suggests the theme of universality of the experiences of both the characters and the audience.

Organization Maintains the focus on struggles characters face. The response exhibits a logical and coherent
structure with references in each paragraph to the maturation process and a journey through …
life. Coherence is further strengthened through skillful use of transitions both between (Another
low point and As Wilder’s cycle continues) and within paragraphs (This leads to a high point
and To broaden this idea).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (he was successful in
making the accuser look foolish and untruthful). The response varies sentence structure to
enhance meaning (It is during this time that the audience is supposed to focus not on the
characters, but on the intimate details of their routine).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in grammar (tense shift in
paragraph 3 and Wilder use Emily and George) only when using sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in meaning and conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for

analysis, employing both a literal journey of Forrest Gump, and an “inner” journey of John
Proctor in The Crucible to illustrate a life’s journey. The response uses this criteria to make a
clear and reasoned analysis of both types of journey (throughout his life’s journey, Forrest
Gump had changed and he is not an immoral man, but simply an imperfect man).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently. The response uses literary elements of characterization,
conflict, and setting to support a discussion of how life’s journey creates dynamic characters.
Gump is oblivious to the reality of his environment, while Proctor’s life incorporates the famous
Salem witchcraft trials.

Organization Maintains the focus on the importance of experience in shaping life’s journeys established in
the critical lens. The response first illustrates the changes in Forrest, then spotlights the moral
conflict explored in The Crucible. Coherence is achieved with skillful use of transitional
phrases (In the same manner that Forrest Gump changed and As the witchcraft trials begin) and
a conclusion which reiterates the critical lens.

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent (Forrest’s desire to begin the business … of the book),
but occasionally repetitious (Forrest Gump … tale of a young man, Forrest Gump). The
response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Although Bubba
later dies in the war, Forrest is still intent on starting the business).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (clutz and
developement), grammar (many of who and he or she admit to … they), and proofreading
(Proctor decides … and sentenced to death) only when using sophisticated language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens (what keeps readers reading, is … that

he or she wants to learn about that character’s journey and possibly try to relate it to … life).
The response uses this interpretation to make a clear and reasoned analysis of interesting life
journeys in The Lovely Bones and The Scarlet Letter.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response details the journeys of Susie in
heaven and her family on earth, using elements of conflict, characterization, point-of-view, and
symbolism (ships in bottles which had all been shattered). The characterization of Hester
Prynne is less fully developed (Hester is shunned and Through good deeds … Hester earns
respect back from the community).

Organization Maintains the focus on the importance of characters’ journeys as the center of a good book’s
plot established by the critical lens. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first
showing Susie’s transition and the resulting family responses, then contrasting the setting and
situation for Hester Prynne’s journey. The response uses appropriate transitions (As one reads,
Not only does one witness … but one also finds, contrary to) and provides a reiteration of the
lens in the conclusion.

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent, with evident awareness of audience and purpose
(Analyzing others’ works of literature is a large part of human nature). The response varies
structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (The Scarlet Letter was set in an
old Puritan society, whereas Sebold’s book took place in a more recent neighborhood setting).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (meaning
of the word gone) and grammar (him or her own life and used by both authors to tell their
story).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that clearly establishes the criteria for

analysis (books where lives are changed are the best books). The response uses the criteria to
make a clear and reasoned analysis of The Scarlet Letter and Fahrenheit 451 (The reader can
watch how and when the characters act, the consequences of their actions, and the results in the
future).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, discussing how the plots of both texts create dynamic
changes (Hester begins as a “fallen” woman, but develops redeeming qualities and Guy Montag
who thinks he has everything, but later realizes he doesn’t … and finds a way to change). The
response also uses appropriate literary elements of setting and characterization in the discussions.

Organization Maintains the focus on lives changing by delineating actions and their consequences. The response
exhibits a generally logical sequence of ideas, first showing the parameters of setting, then
showing how the characters are changed through the events in these places. The response uses
appropriate transitions within paragraphs (As time lapses, another dynamic character, His journey
continues) to further strengthen coherence. Transitions between paragraphs are less effective.

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent, although occasionally repetitious (I agree with this quote.
This quote) and vague (It would have a purpose and The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
shows this). The response is generally successful in varying sentence structure and length to
control rhythm and pacing (Dimmesdale is another dynamic character in this book).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (characters life; a
religious, strict moral society; secret wanting; change it no matter) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a thoughtful interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis

(the best stories are those where characters learn and develop through “traveling” by going to
new places or challenging people through ideas). The response makes implicit connections
between the established criteria and To Kill a Mockingbird (The setting … puts people in the
position to see discrimination) and Inherit the Wind.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response discusses Lee’s characterization of
Scout more fully than the characterization of Atticus (Scout shows how in innocence, the truth
is revealed and makes him realize that what he wants to do … is wrong). The response mentions
setting in Inherit the Wind but develops the element of symbolism (taking both the Bible and
Darwin’s Theory of Evolution … symbolic of everyone’s right to chose) more fully.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on challenges through “books of travel.” The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first discussing the injustice of discrimination shown in To
Kill a Mockingbird and then discussing the right to intellectual freedom illustrated by Inherit
the Wind. The final sentence of paragraph 3 detracts from coherence.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (Two works
that illustrate the validity of this statement). The response occasionally makes effective use of
sentence structure (Inherit the Wind … is a “journey” to a never-before challenged place).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation [in the
1930’s, (Maycomb) and Cates lawyer] and grammar (everyone’s right … they believe).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens that establishes the criteria for analysis

(the character grows and learns about life). The response makes implicit connections between
the criteria and the chosen texts, The Chosen (Two young boys … develop a true understanding)
and Death of a Salesman (a man and his family … change drastically).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from The Chosen (Their relationship grew from a
complete hatred towards eachother) and from Death of a Salesman (He realizes he has
accomplished nothing). The response includes references which are vague (once each boy was
subject to the life of the other, they were slowly influenced) or unjustified (towards the end of
the book when he sees his sons true feelings towards him, his perspective changes). The
response alludes to theme and characterization.

Organization Maintains a clear focus on characters who develop throughout life’s journey. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, showing examples of how the journey has altered the
perspectives of the boys in the novel and Willy Loman in the play. Internal consistency is
hampered by personal comments about the play (although sometimes to late).

Language Use Uses appropriate language that is occasionally awkward (Life is explored, revised and
character’s grow as life goes on), with some awareness of audience and purpose (we cleary see
life’s journey). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure (The
Chosen is a book about two young boys, both from different backgrounds, who develop an
outstanding friendship).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (cleary, truely, infact),
punctuation (character’s grow and lifes journey), grammar (each boy … they), and usage (This
idea is true to many peices of literature) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens (the story of one’s life … explains the

hardships, surprises, rewards and despair of an unrealistic journey or that of a real persons).
The response makes implicit connections between the criteria and the chosen texts, Dragon’s
Blood (a young boy’s journey … with the help of his young dragon) and Romeo and Juliet (a
journey through life led to a great reward or a great disapointment).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses relevant evidence to develop the
idea that Jakkin’s journey through life into man hood was harsh but the benefits were great.
The discussion of Romeo and Juliet is general, referring to plot (Juliet stages her death Romeo
comes back, sees her lying there, he drinks a poison) to show that some times bad things
happen on life’s journey.

Organization Maintains a clear focus on journeys that tell the story of ones life. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, first discussing plot events, then literary elements for each work. The
comment which ends the Yolen discussion and the conjecture about setting (the sword fights
would not have happened unless it was set … during the Elizabethan time period in Europe) in
the Shakespeare discussion detract from consistency.

Language Use Uses appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (The two works of
literature that support the critical lens). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence
structure, but often produces awkward constructions that are loosely strung together (The
setting showed that the story was mystical because of … and the setting … showed the perfect
condition, for the young dragon to survive).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation and capitalization
(Romeo falls in love with Juliet, he … tells her that they are meant to be, Romeo then sets a
date; masters control; lifes journey) and occasional errors in spelling (liveing, togeather,
explination) and grammar (is ran out of the city and hardships … is) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – A
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Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – A
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens, stating the journey of life includes the

hardships as well as the easy times in life. The response makes superficial connections between
the criteria and the characters in the chosen texts, Death of a Salesman (hard times in Willy
Loman’s life) and The Glass Menagerie (hard times she doesn’t see).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the texts. The response refers to the struggle
to achieve the American Dream and the pleasure both Loman and Amanda receive from their
children. The response relies primarily on plot summary (He even borrows money from his
friend to support himself and She is living in her own dream world).

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on hardships faced by characters. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure of an introduction, two body paragraphs, and a
conclusion, but inconsistency is shown by a reference to Willy’s pleasure from seeing his
children grow and a recognition of Amanda as one who ignores hardships.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with some awareness of audience and purpose (In both these books
it is seen that). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure for effect, but
with uneven success (As I read in so many books about life’s journey, I agree with Tomlinson).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Menagrie and recieve)
and punctuation (There are many books that support my opinion among them Death of a
Salesman and The Glass Menagrie) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – B

[82]



[83]

Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens, stating the right kind of good book tells the

story of someone’s life. The response makes superficial connections between the criteria and the
chosen texts, The Crucible (many characters were followed by the author) and To Kill a
Mockingbird (This story follows the life of the Black man).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some evidence from the text (Abigail and John Proctor were
followed and shown their parts in the salem witch trials and This story follows … also the life of
his lawyer Atticus Finch and his children). The response mentions characters, refers to The
Crucible as a book, and relies primarily on general plot summary.

Organization Establishes, but fails to maintain, an appropriate focus on following a character’s life. The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure but includes some inconsistency. Coherence is
weakened by inserting the reference to setting (in the south in the early 1900’s) into a
discussion of plot.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with some awareness of audience and purpose, stating to find a
good story or novel look for a journey. The response attempts to vary sentence structure, but
with uneven success (This story followed their lives through the adversity and shows that
traveling through lives makes a good book).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (a white women and lifes
of someone) and grammar (It turn out) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – C
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a reasonable interpretation of the critical lens, stating that this quote refers to life as a

path in which a well-written, highly influential book may be the map. The response makes
superficial connections between the criteria and the chosen text, Macbeth (Macbeth was on his
way to glory, unstoppable). Siddhartha is mentioned, but not discussed.

Development Develops some ideas briefly, using some evidence from the text (he becomes greedy, selfish
and wants nothing but to hear more). The response relies primarily on plot summary.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on life’s path, using examples to show how Macbeth’s
unfortunate decision of a correct route home from battle leads to life changes. The response
exhibits a rudimentary structure, beginning with an interpretation of the critical lens, followed
by a paragraph devoted to changes in Macbeth. There is no conclusion.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary which is occasionally awkward (literary composers) or imprecise
(unhumanily and murder). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure but
with uneven success (This book is a prime example of a book of travel for one life’s journey …
and that greed, hate and other envious characteristics can create).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (once stated “the right
and Though this excites Macbeth he becomes) and usage (a book who shows one’s travel
through their life’s journey) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits the criteria for Levels 3 and 4, it remains at Level 3
because the response addresses only one text.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – A
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens (this good book would be about someone life

journey or experiences in life), but provides only the most superficial of connections between
the lens and Black Boy (Richard traveled constantly).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas (BLACK BOY was a good book which involved
traveling and someone’s life journey), and making only vague references to a single text. The
majority of the response is a rambling discussion of the lens.

Organization Suggests a focus on travel in a story and suggests organization through paragraphing.
Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (it puts you in the place of this person), redundant (traveling),

or cliché (feel his/her pain) and reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an
effect (When a character is travel … it makes you feel … pain).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (character life),
capitalization (BLACK BOY), and grammar (a character is travel) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – B

[88]



[89]

Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the critical lens, suggesting that literature becomes an

exscape, placing you in a character’s life journey. The response alludes to the critical lens, but
does not use it to analyze This Boy’s Life and Whirligig.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas (This Boy’s Life and Whirlagig are two examples …
writen from the particular perspective of a boy’s life and their drama).

Organization Suggests a focus (takes the reader in to its own place and time), but lacks organization.
Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (A good writing peice is a story and takes you away … and

takes the reader). The response exhibits little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an
effect (Two works of literature … are two examples of literature).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting errors in spelling (peice, exscape, writen),
punctuation (its own place and time; its own adventure), and grammar (a boy’s life and their)
that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning and conventions.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides an incomplete interpretation of the critical lens (if you try hard enough you can do any

thing you want to do). The response alludes to the lens, but does not use it to analyze My Side of
the Mountain or The Red Badge of Courage.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague (this showed
courage even though he ran once) or irrelevant (he also went to study birds and algey).

Organization Lacks an appropriate focus but suggests some organization. The response introduces the lens,
refers to two works, and uses a concluding paragraph to summarize (I agree with the saying).

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (in told us, there lives, he could his, live own). The response
reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect. Some language is
incoherent.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in punctuation (in the Mountain’s, his
own he also, civil war this showed) and capitalization (My side of the Mountain, The Red Badge
of courage, lifes journey Because) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – A
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Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides a simple interpretation of the lens by agreeing with it and stating a good book is like a

journey of life. The response compares this concept with the educational value of travel, but
makes no reference to any specific texts.

Development Is minimal, reiterating the idea that books are educational. The response shows no application
of the lens to works of literature.

Organization Suggests a focus on the value of books and travel, but lacks organization.
Language Use Uses language that is imprecise for the audience or purpose (It is like you get travel). The

response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (You can learn
many things from reading as same as travel).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling and grammar (Book is
provde knowledge for people) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1, 2, and 3, it remains at Level 1
because the response makes no reference to any text.



Part B — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part B—Level 1 – B
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Does not refer to the critical lens. The response mentions two works of literature, The Pearl and

Of Mice and Men, but reflects no analysis of the chosen texts.
Development Is minimal, making confused references to The Pearl (baby gets kilt by sikorpuns), and a

judgment that it is okay for George to shoot Lenny.
Organization Shows no focus, although the response moves from one text to the other. Elements from the

prompt (charatrsaton, setting, “point of view”) interrupt the discussion.
Language Use Is minimal, using language that is incoherent (the men are ther shotting but the “Perl” is

money).
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is slightly weaker in
conventions.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in organization.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions and somewhat weaker in development.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat weaker
in development.
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Regents Comprehensive Examination in English
Map to Learning Standards

Key Ideas Part of Test
Listening and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part A

Reading and writing for
information and understanding

Session One – Part B

Reading and writing for literary
response

Session Two – Part A

Reading and writing for critical
analysis and evaluation

Session Two – Part B
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the January 2005 Regents
Examination in Comprehensive English will be posted on the Department’s web site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ on Wednesday, January 26, 2005. Conversion charts
provided for previous administrations of the Regents Examination in Comprehensive
English must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.




