
SESSION ONE

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Tuesday, August 17, 2004— 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Visit the site
http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/ and select the link “Latest Information” for any recently
posted information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rat-
ing process for this examination begins and at least one more time before the final scores
for the examination are recorded.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session One answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A and Part B multiple-choice
questions to the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each stu-
dent’s SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session One
Correct Answers
Part A Part B
(1)  3 (7)  2
(2)  1 (8)  4
(3)  4 (9)  3
(4)  2 (10)  1
(5)  3 (11)  2
(6)  4 (12)  3

(13)  3
(14)  2
(15)  1
(16)  4
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text (Casimer Michalczyk … is a man who possesses many

of the admirable qualities that so many lack). The response makes insightful connections
between the text and the task (Michalczyk learned early on the importance of resourcefulness).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, making effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific
details from the text to describe the sculptor’s admirable qualities (he ceased to buy expensive
commercial tools and began crafting those of his own design, he trained himself to be
ambidextrous, from his collection … he gave portions to two schools of art).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the sculptor’s qualities. The response exhibits a
logical and coherent structure, moving through the qualities of resourcefulness, dedication and
generosity, and then summing them up in the final paragraph. Appropriate transitions (Without
these, Describing his work, Even at age 85) are skillfully used.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (aforementioned
qualities, enable him to create, unseen if one used commercially-made tools). The response
exhibits a notable sense of voice and awareness of audience and purpose (Three components of
his character that truly shine). Structure and length of sentences are varied to enhance meaning
(he still manages to turn out finished pieces; recently, he completed a gravestone for the mother
of Mary Travers).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the text, stating that after graduation, Casimer Michalczyk

outwitted the Depression to become a profitable man for a 60 year career. The response makes
clear and explicit connections between the text and the task (The saying, “one man’s garbage is
another man’s treasure,” definitely applies to Casimer).

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully. The response makes effective use of a wide range of relevant
and specific details from the text to describe the sculptor’s resourcefulness (Using materials
found in yard sales, scrap yards, and his own backyard, Casimer began to create his own
tools), dedication (Each of his hand-crafted tools is molded and stripped to his needs), and
generosity (He selected 900 tools … and donated them to his school).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Michalczyk’s work and qualities. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, chronologically tracing Michalczyk’s career, making
skillful use of appropriate devices and transitions within (as well as, However, Since then) and
between (Because, Now, All of his) paragraphs.

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original, with evident awareness of audience and
purpose (he has started to pull down his dust-laden tools from their coffee cans and Astonished
and saddened at the thought of his art dying out). The response varies structure and length of
sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Now, Casimer is looking at retirement).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with only two errors in usage (3-dimensional and 2).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.

Anchor Paper – Part A—Level 6 – B
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, presenting several of the artist’s admirable

qualities. The response makes clear and explicit connections to the task (One of Michalczyk’s
many admirable qualaties is that he … “knew how to turn something that isn’t into something
that is” and The dedication that he has shows in everything that he does).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant details to describe Michalczyk’s traits
(He would find umbrella wire, old saw blades, sea clamps, dental tools, and Michalczyk …
found a home for his tools at the Lyme Academy).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the artist. The response exhibits a logical sequence,
moving from resourcefulness to dedication to generosity using appropriate transitions (These
tools included, also, however).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original (Despite his obsession with the perfect tool),
with evident awareness of audience and purpose (His resourcefulness, dedication, and
creativity … make him a wondeful role model for young artists). The response varies sentence
structure to control rhythm and pacing (When presented with a problem, he turned it into a
blessing … for over 60 years).

Conventions Demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (sculpter,
qualaties, Vinyard).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, identifying what makes the resourceful, giving

and very talented artist so admirable. The response makes clear and explicit connections to the
task (This showed Casimer Michalczyk’s true dedication to his work and Not only were they
made resourcefully, but also were stored resourcefully).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using specific and relevant details to describe the
artist’s qualities, including versatility (Michalczyk also began to make gravestones and statues),
resourcefulness (The handles were made of hollow materials), and generosity (He donated nine
hundred of them to the Rhode Island School of Design).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on this creative artist. The response exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas, tracing the growth of the artist through the use of appropriate transitions
(Michaczyk also began to make, Throughout his career, Now that he is looking at retirement).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (The idea that originated just to be a money saver had
turned into his strong point), revealing an evident awareness of audience and purpose (He also
showed clear dedication to … young art students everywhere). The response varies sentence
structure to control rhythm and pacing.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional punctuation errors (steel. But;
materials including; coffee cans, and).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the text, explaining the artist’s creativity, will to succeed,

and generosity. The response makes clear and explicit connections to the task (Being creative
and resourceful, he learned how to fashion his own tools).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using specific details from the text to describe the
artist’s qualities of resourcefulness (Metal rods, bicycle tire rims … became his scrapers, picks,
brushes and chisels), dedication (He even trained himself to work ambidextrously), and
generosity (He … donated 900 tools from his vast collection).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the artist’s wonderful qualities and exhibits a logical
sequence of ideas through the use of appropriate transitions (He began, and soon, Today). The
response sometimes lacks internal consistency. For example, paragraph 2 focuses on
resourcefulness, this discussion continues in paragraph 3, and abruptly shifts to a discussion of
the artist’s dedication within the same paragraph.

Language Use Uses language that is fluent (It was with these homemade tools that he created some of his
greatest works), with evident awareness of purpose. The response varies sentence structure and
length to control rhythm and pacing (As Michalczyk grew older, he still sculpted but found he
did not have a use for … the 3,000 tools he posessed, most of which he crafted himself).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (implaments, Acadamy,
truely) and punctuation (60 year career and money but) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[20]



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 4 – A

[21]

Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining the qualities that make Casimer Michal-

czyk … a master sculptor. The response implicitly connects information from the text to the
task, relating the Depression with thrift (make his own tools), works of art with creativity, and
donations with generosity.

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific details to explain
Michalczyk’s decision to donate 900 tools to RISD and 500 of his tools to the Lyme Academy.
How he would make his own tools is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Michalczyk as a sculptor and the qualities he
possessed. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from Michalczyk’s
creation of tools, to his artistic versatility, and finally to his generosity through donations.

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate, although sometimes imprecise (which sculptors
would often struggle to find the best one). The response reveals some awareness of audience
(We … hope that his skills will be remembered and works never forgotten).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (guiness, enviroment,
qualites, benifit, Hardford, renound), random capitalization, and occasional errors in
punctuation (wind tunnels, for; containers He; tools however and) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, addressing Michalczyk’s education and career as a

sculptor. The response makes implicit connections between the text and the assigned task
(Instead of droping out … he … began making his own tools and decided to donate 900 of his
tools).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details to
explain Michalczyk’s tools (such as chisels, scrapers … made from everything) and donations
(to R.I.S.D’s sculpture department, another 500 tools … to Yale, to Lyme University). The
response uses some details to discuss the sculptor’s works of art, but this idea is less developed.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on Michalczyk’s dedication to the art world. The
response exhibits a chronological sequence of ideas (Michalczyk graduated … in 1938, as the
Great Depression took hold, Though Casimer … is now 85). The response lacks a conclusion.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language, with some imprecision (to costly, scrap medal, everything
to plumbing). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure and length
(When he contacted … only assembly).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (Road Island, animale,
extrodinary, tunnle, modles) and occasional errors in punctuation (at R.I.S.D. he, bones
Michalczyk, retirement Michalczyk) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text, explaining how Michalczyk was a very creative

man. The response makes implicit connections to the task (a fortune of over 3000 tools … of his
own creation and he has given many of his tools away).

Development Develops some ideas more fully that others. The response uses specific details to discuss tool
donations, but the process through which he turned hard steel, bronze and brass into tools and
why he taught himself to be ambidextrous are less detailed.

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus (Michalczyk had many admirable qualities). The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, presenting a chronology of Michalczyk’s life.

Language Use Uses language that is generally appropriate, although occasionally imprecise (grave plots, affect
for “effect”, taking his tools apart), with some awareness of audience and purpose. The
response occasionally makes effective use of sentence structure.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (dedicted and elabritte)
and punctuation (missing or misplaced commas) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (One of the most creative sculptors living would

definetely be Casmir Michalczyk). The response makes a few connections between text and task
(Casmir was so talented he trained himself to work ambidextrously).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Casmir made alot of markers for 150
graves and Michalczyk got his tools bye … going to yard sales).

Organization Establishes a focus on a creative sculptor. The response exhibits a rudimentary structure, but
includes some inconsistencies, moving from making tools to sculpting objects and then
returning again to creating tools.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary that is sometimes imprecise (bye for “by” and off from), with little
awareness of audience or purpose. The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence
structure, but with uneven success (Even though Casmir has not retired yet he wants to do a
work of art for himself).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (alot and torward),
punctuation (comma and apostrophe use), and capitalization that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 3 – B

[30]



[31]

Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text. The response makes implicit connections between

the text and the task (Tools back then were very costly so he made his own tools to save money).
Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (Some of the 3,000 tools that he made

during his 60 years of sculpting were and Casimer donated some of his tools to the road Island
school of disine).

Organization Establishes a focus on Casimer Michalczyk’s achievements. The response exhibits a
rudimentary structure, beginning with Michalczyk’s need for tools and their creation, then
moving abruptly to his retirement and his donation of tools.

Language Use Relies on generally basic language, with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response
exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success (he also donated to
Yale but they turned him down).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (colets, sraps,
retierment, dee, prosses), apostrophe use (isnt and dont), and missing capitalization (initial
words in sentences and proper nouns) that hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text (Michalczyk was a artist who loved to sculpt). The

response makes superficial connections to the task (his work was so good it would look 3
dimensional).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (he believed that the hand define the
work not the tool, He had over 3,000 tools for carving, he is now 85 and is looking at
retirement).

Organization Establishes a focus on Michalczyk and his love of sculpture. The response exhibits a
rudimentary, chronological structure.

Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary, with little awareness of audience or purpose. The response exhibits
some attempt to vary sentence structure, but with uneven success (So in that he went to school
for it and graduated in 1938).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (knivies, chisled, gaunges,
pics), punctuation (missing periods and commas), capitalization (dimensional he, sculpting he,
do he), and agreement (anything he need and hand define) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a generally basic and sometimes inaccurate understanding of the text. The response

incorrectly concludes that Casimer lean how to save his momey to luy his tools and confuses
raw materials (He looked for wood … that have a diffent cave in it). Connections to the task are
generally unclear (Casimer found it was much easyer to make his own tools).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are generally vague (can do
different things and whatever was laying around).

Organization Suggests a focus on Michalczyk’s work in the fine arts and suggests some organization by
using paragraphing to separate information. However, single paragraphs are comprised of
unconnected ideas about tools, career length, and gravestones.

Language Use Uses language that is imprecise (sculptoring, Casimer lean, As the year past) and sometimes
incoherent (Casiner greantions from and show his aprisweaing). The response reveals little
awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect.

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (findies, tride, gave
stome), punctuation (tride Casimer and it, he), grammar (Casimer have beem and He also is
make), and usage (is 85 old year man and a old tin) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in meaning.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the text, indicating Michalczyk didn’t care about fashion

and found something wrong with every tool. The response alludes to the task but makes unclear
connections (he went to yard sales and stores).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas, but references to the text are vague and irrelevant
(“bought tools and saved money” and 13 different types of tools in sets) or unjustified (tools he
already had he tryed to make them better).

Organization Suggests a focus on qualities of a sculptur but lacks organization, presenting a series of loosely
related ideas in a single paragraph (education, tools, donations, gravestones).

Language Use Uses language that is generally imprecise (admire his qualities of a sculptur and That came
with didn’t handles). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve
an effect (Was better and With so many tools … in Connect).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (desinged, proshtion,
intear, emeburd, Connect), punctuation (missing commas and periods), and grammar (a 85 year
old man, tools that was selling, one hand got tired he can use the other) that make
comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys an inaccurate understanding of the text, indicating Casimer made money Even During

the Depression to keep Him painting. The response makes an unwarranted connection to the
task, indicating that beeing a Sculpter is very hard at first.

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at ideas about Michalczyk’s career, but references to the text are
vague (He can make thing out of C clamps), repetitive (make them at home, and safe … money
and make them at home), and unjustified (He has 300 … tools).

Organization Suggests a focus on The Sculpter Casimer Michalczyk and suggests some organization through
paragraphing. However, single paragraphs contain unconnected ideas about tools, job sites,
types of sculpture, and profitability.

Language Use Uses language that is generally imprecise (been during that job for a while and tool that Every
Sculpte are his hands). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve
an effect (By when he was 80 years old and But Since you make alot of money doing it).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (grouduated, Chiesel,
ubella, selfves), grammar (made a 150 graves stones), usage (Casmic He has crafter making
markers), and random use of capitalization that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all areas.
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Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding, giving only a personal response to the

task.
Development Is minimal, using no evidence from the text.
Organization Suggests a focus on Casimer Michaelczwz and suggests some organization within the single

paragraph.
Language Use Relies on basic vocabulary with some awareness of audience (Our club could learn alot from

him), but little awareness of purpose (if we listen to the talk … to be a sculptor). Sentences are
unevenly successful.

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (Michaelczewz and alot)
and punctuation (our club so and talk one) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 1, 2, 3, and 4, it remains at Level 1
because the response makes no reference to the text.



Part A — Practice Paper – AAnchor Paper – Part A—Level 1 – B

[41]

Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding (I rite about Ede Clark admire qality and

Finished 2 gravstones for myself). The response makes no connections between the information
in the text and the assigned task.

Development Is minimal, with no evidence of development.
Organization Shows no focus and organization.
Language Use Is minimal and incoherent.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1 in all qualities.
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Part A — Practice Paper – D
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Part A — Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in development and somewhat weaker in language use.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

[52]
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents, explaining how wind power and turbines work

to create the necessary electric current. Insightful connections are made between New York’s
class three status regions and the advantages of harnessing wind-powered energy there.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, showing that wind power would be good for New York. The
response uses relevant and specific details to explain how turbines turn wind power into an
energy source (The wind spins the blades… current) and to support the position that this source
is viable in New York State (the Adirondack Mountains … for wind-powered energy).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on wind power as a source of electricity. The response
exhibits a logical sequence of ideas by first discussing wind power as an energy source,
followed by a discussion of the advantages and drawbacks of using wind power, and concluding
with the position that using wind power in New York is the way to go. The response uses
skillful internal transitions, especially when making concessions about wind power difficulties
and offering a rebuttal (Along with the advantages … some flaws and however, these drawbacks
… electricity produced).

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (clockwise about its
center point and we must delve deeper), with a notable sense of voice (they’re pumping out …
to a town or city near you), and awareness of audience and purpose (The increase of
greenhouse gases must be lessened and it can be). The response varies sentence structure and
length to enhance meaning (After all, with the introduction … health benefits).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 6 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Reveals an in-depth analysis of the documents by discussing the reasons for and wisdom of

choosing wind power as a source of energy (N.Y. State is well-suited to house the sites needed
for the windmills and by the time our fossil fuel resources run out, N.Y. will already have
alternate power sources in place). The response makes insightful connections between the
process of converting wind energy and the various advantages of using it in N.Y. State.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully about the need, ease of conversion, and New York’s suitability
for wind power as an energy source (N.Y. State … has wind resource levels of 3 or higher). The
response makes effective use of a wide range of relevant and specific details from the
documents (kinetic energy … can be further converted to electrical energy and Use of the wind
energy will create new industry … and income).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on wind power as a source of cheap and effective
energy. The response exhibits a logical and coherent structure moving from the simplicity of
harnessing wind power to the clear advantages of wind energy. Transitions are skillful (is not,
by far, the only reason and Another prime reason).

Language Use Uses language that is fluent and original (we are depleting the fossil fuel … alarming rate), with
evident awareness of audience and purpose (The benefits far outweigh the adverse effects). The
response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (As the nation
grows and changes and the population swells to even larger numbers, the need for energy
increases).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 5 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of both documents by discussing wind power as a cheap

and effective form of energy. The response makes clear and explicit connections between both
documents and the task (However, New York’s wind patterns are not nearly strong enough in
the major urban areas to have much of an effect).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from both
documents to discuss why developing wind power as an energy source would not be “useful in
New York State” despite all of the advantages to using wind energy.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the use of wind power in New York State. The
response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from the advantages of wind power (a
free and unlimited resource, a much needed lift for New York’s struggling economy, a dramatic
effect on the quality of the environment) to a drawback (the wind patterns in New York would
not be able to supply urban areas) and then to a conclusion (a small amount of people would be
benefitting from it that it would be pointless).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original (For literally thousands of years, In a state
as densely populated, If wind energy were to become more utilized), with evident awareness of
audience and purpose. The response varies structure and length of sentences to control rhythm
and pacing (Only in rural areas … with electricity).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of both documents, supporting the position that New York

State should use wind power. The response makes clear and explicit connections between
information and ideas in the documents and the assigned task (There are many sites …where
wind farms can be constructed and Wind energy … would create new jobs for New York State).

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from both
documents to discuss wind power (mountain ranges have an abundance of wind, people prefer
wind power, plants release no toxic air pollutants) and to support its use in New York State.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on wind power and its usefulness in New York State.
The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, moving from a position (Using wind power
… is an excellent idea) to a discussion of suitable areas and wind’s use as an energy source, and
then to its many advantages. A conclusion restates the points made. Appropriate devices and
transitions are used (Many of our mountain ranges, Other areas, There are also).

Language Use Uses language that is generally fluent and original (unlike oil and other fossil fuels which are
finite resources), with an evident awareness of audience and purpose. The response varies
structure and length of sentences to control rhythm and pacing (Other areas in New York State
… for example).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (costumers and green
house) and punctuation (wind power, to supply; supply, wind energy; effective, and clean) that
do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in conventions.
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Anchor Level 5 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a thorough understanding of the documents by discussing the idea that “wind power”

seems to be the solution to turn New York into an energy-producing state. The response makes
clear and explicit connections between the information and ideas in the documents and the task,
concluding that even a cursory glance … will lead one to advocate for the use of wind energy in
New York State.

Development Develops ideas clearly and consistently, using relevant and specific details from both
documents to discuss how wind turbines capture or “harvest” the wind motion, how wind
resources are characterized and defined, and how wind energy will lessen reliance on fossil
fuels and enable the United States to become more self-sufficient.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on wind power as an excellent and efficient method of
providing eneg for New York State. Ideas are logically sequenced moving from the production
of wind power to the availability of wind resources, and then to the benefits associated with the
use of wind power.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language which is sometimes imprecise (used produce, a source that
will refuse to further supply in the future, tribunes for “turbines”). The response occasionally
makes effective use of sentence structure or length (Fossil fuels are often imported forcing the
United States to be dependent on other nations … for our energy).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (benifits, nocuos,
emmission) and punctuation (the availability … resource; will bring and a cursory glance … of
wind power, will lead) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 4 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by supporting the idea that wind power should

be used in New York State (New York State is a great place for using wind power). The
response makes implicit connections when addressing the use of wind power (We have
depended on the power of the wind … day lives).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others, using relevant details from the map to encourage
wind power use in New York State (In the Catskill Mtns … fours, and threes). The response’s
reliance on three quotes from the text provides less development of the advantages of wind
power.

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on wind power as a great source for energy. The use of
transitions (Another and Along with) contributes to the logical sequence of ideas moving from
the advantages of wind power to its usefulness as an energy source in New York State,
concluding with a restatement of position.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (I agree
that wind power can be useful … and should be used). The response exhibits some attempt to
vary sentence structure or length, but with uneven success (This shows that not only the people
… would rather have wind power as their source of power).

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (Finally
another and Hopefully we) and grammar (they show, it shows, It is these) that do not hinder
comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 4 – B 
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents, defining wind power and noting its

accessibility and usefulness in New York State. Connections between the documents and the
task are generally explicit (The Average wind power … is very good, and I agree that wind
power … sorce of energy in New York State).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details on
why wind power could be useful in New York State (“free renewable resource” and Oil has to
be imported … cost). Some details are inaccurate (New York ranges from two … to seven).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on the usefulness of wind power in New York State.
The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first stating the problem and position taken
(Fossil fuels … there is a better way), moving to supporting reasons (easy and not too time
consuming, always be available, provides more jobs), and concluding with a reinforcement of
these ideas.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language, with some awareness of audience and purpose (I agree
that wind power could be of use). The response occasionally makes effective use of sentence
structure and length (Wind Energy is a clean, abundant, efficient way to produce energy without
the deadly biproducts of other energy producers, such as fossil fuels).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (challanging, nessessary,
deminish), punctuation (Mountains where and it’s inhabitants), and grammar (a very strong,
abundant areas and has already arose) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Level 4 – C 
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding, using information from both documents to establish the

position that wind power could be useful for New York State. The response makes generally
clear connections between the documents and the task (Many people use electricity and Using
wind power … would be useful and effective).

Development Develops some ideas more fully than others. The response uses specific and relevant details to
discuss the use of turbines to produce wind power and its suitability to New York State (Most of
these wind turbines are placed in areas that are very rural) while only briefly mentioning
economic and environmental advantages (gain more jobs and rather then polluting). The
response contains some irrelevant details (The curved lines … definite areas of suitable wind
turbine space).

Organization Maintains a clear and appropriate focus on how wind power could be a useful energy source in
New York State. The response exhibits a logical sequence of ideas, first discussing the uses of
power, then elaborating on how wind power is produced and why it is a suitable and useful
direction for New York State. The response lacks internal consistency (Obviously … we can’t
always count on the consistency of wind).

Language Use Uses generally appropriate, but sometimes imprecise language (for this this wind turbine … is
of course, wind), with some awareness of audience and purpose (We use energy and use of wind
energy … in New York State). The response exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure
and length, but with uneven success (If there was a cheaper way … economic level would be
much higher).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (largerly, Appalation,
largests), punctuation (The bigger the wind turbine is the more efficient and Since, New York …
least likely there would have), and grammar (their daily routine and has to be devices) that do
not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.
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Anchor Paper – Part B—Level 3 – A

Anchor Level 3 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the text by defining wind power (Wind is a force that is …

used for a purpose) and stating its beneficial uses in the past and its use for a better future. The
response makes few connections to the assigned task. No references to the map are made.

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the text (less polution, wind is … constantly
being generated, increasing amount of jobs).

Organization Maintains an appropriate focus on the uses and benefits of wind power. The response exhibits a
logical sequence of ideas, noting the use of wind power in the past (drinking water and travel
through the open sea), present (save the people lots of mony and better quality of life), and
future.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (prosper and advance
themselves and It help irregate plants and rural areas). The response exhibits some awareness
of audience and purpose (Wind power can be benficy for the New York State region) and
exhibits some attempt to vary sentence structure or length for effect, but with uneven success
(Several other things like a profilable economy and better quality life).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors in spelling (envirnment, polution,
suppling, regien, oppurtunies, employement), punctuation, and capitalization (wind is, we;
because, it; power. Which; jobs. Especially), and grammar (It help and electricity power) that
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Although the response fits criteria for Levels 3 and 4, it remains at Level 3 because
the response addresses only one document.
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Anchor Level 3 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a basic understanding of the documents by discussing how wind power is produced

and how it can benefit New York State (If even only half a state can benifit … It will benifit the
whole in the end). The response makes few connections to the assigned task (There are areas of
New York … could almost survive on Wind Power alone ).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (Wind Power hasn’t become a
major source of energy because it varies so much and In the class 3 or above areas).

Organization Establishes an appropriate focus on the question of wind power as a plausible form of electricity
for New York State (The State of New York should use Wind Power, where it is suitable). The
response exhibits a rudimentary structure, progressing from the identification of how wind
power is harvested to its potential for use in New York State.

Language Use Uses generally appropriate language that is sometimes imprecise (The fact that Wind Power has
been around … seems like an easy solution and get there power). The response exhibits some
awareness of audience and purpose (It is my point of veiw, given the information in the
documents).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting errors in spelling (reasearching, harvisting, beleive),
punctuation (In many ways today; its; Wind Power, where), and capitalization (Kinetic energy
and How would These) that do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 3 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a generally basic understanding of the documents that is sometimes confused (The

turbins exist in density classes). The response makes a few superficial connections between the
information in the documents and the assigned task (In New York State cannot use this type of
energy, because the environment may have any impact).

Development Develops ideas briefly, using some details from the documents (With the pass of the years …
turbines were created and bird can be killed … around the rotors).

Organization Establishes a focus that wind power is unacceptable for use in New York State and presents a
logically sequenced series of arguments against the use of wind energy (On the map … area not
suitable). The response includes some irrelevancies (The wind turbines exist in different sizes).

Language Use Uses language that is frequently imprecise for the audience and purpose (The “windenergy”
means the use of wind to use to generate … power, In earliest year … in anothers, In another
effects … it has visualimpacts). The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to
achieve an effect (The mechanical power can create … in the electricity).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (following we, year
this, States exists), grammar (in for “into” and on for “in”), and failure to separate words that
hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization and somewhat weaker in language use.
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Anchor Level 2 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the text (conventional wind power create’s

a lot of carbon dioxide and New York has the perfect amount of air supply needed to have wind
power). The response makes unwarranted connections to the assigned task (If we would have
wind power we wouldn’t have any of these problems).

Development Is largely undeveloped, hinting at wind power’s being useful in New York. Connections to the
documents are unjustified (Since New York is a polluted city this would have a major impact on
New York State).

Organization Suggests an appropriate focus (Wind power would be a great energy source in New York State).
The response suggests an organization with an introduction, two body paragraphs, and a
conclusion, but paragraphs consist mainly of loosely connected statements about pollution in
California, New York … City, and New York State.

Language Use Uses basic vocabulary (It would be good), with little awareness of audience or purpose (The
sooner we do it the better). The response attempts to vary sentence structure, but with uneven
success (New York is surrounded by all the numbers between one and four).

Conventions Demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors in punctuation (create’s, In
California in 1990, New York it would cause), and capitalization (conventional and Billion) that
do not hinder comprehension.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat
stronger in language use and conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused understanding of the documents (the map the Areas are not wind

generated). Connections to the assigned task are unclear.
Development Is largely undeveloped, making only vague references to the information from the map (1-2 is

weak 3 and up is strong).
Organization Suggests a focus (I Belive wind power is useful, but not in NYS), but lacks organization. The

first paragraph is a series of unconnected statements about wind generally taken from the text.
Language Use Uses imprecise language (The Eairlist know use) interspersed with portions copied from the

text. The response reveals little awareness of how to use sentences to achieve an effect (They
way you decifer … by numbers, 1-9).

Conventions Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (unevan), punctuation
(NYS), and capitalization (Because and Areas).

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, though it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.
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Anchor Level 2 – C
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Conveys a confused and inaccurate understanding of the documents, giving a simplistic

definition of wind power (when the wind is blowing it’s going to give energy to that machine)
and referring to the map of the United States. The response makes unclear connections to the
task.

Development Is largely undeveloped, making vague references to the uses of wind (wind could be good to
make machines of air). The response makes unjustified references to the texts (the documents
say that only the air can give us when it’s blowing).

Organization Suggests a focus on the uses of wind power (in New York State … give air power), but lacks
organization.

Language Use The response uses language that is predominately incoherent (I’m agree, a nature energy, if this
fall).

Conventions Demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting occasional errors in spelling (hav and enviormont),
and frequent errors in punctuation (for example in the map, wind this, something the) and
grammar (where are many wind and give benefits) that make comprehension difficult.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.
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Anchor Level 1 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of textual understanding (Wind energy … can be very helpful). The

response makes a cursory connection to the task (New York State could … energy needs).
Development Is minimal with no evidence of development. The response includes no details from either

document.
Organization Suggests a focus on wind energy but is too brief to exhibit organization.
Language Use Is minimal. The response consists of four sentences, making assessment of language unreliable.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat
stronger in organization.
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Anchor Level 1 – B
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides minimal evidence of understanding. The response states that electricity energy is one

source of energy, but does not address wind power. The response makes no connections
between the information in the documents and the assigned task.

Development Is minimal. The response consists of general statements about the need for and importance of
energy.

Organization Suggests a focus on energy but is too brief to exhibit organization.
Language Use Is minimal, consisting of only three sentences.
Conventions Is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.

Conclusion: The response best fits the criteria for Level 1, although it is somewhat stronger in
organization.
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Practice Paper A–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4, although it is somewhat
weaker in organization.

Practice Paper B–Score Level 5
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 5, although it is somewhat weaker
in language use.

Practice Paper C–Score Level 3
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3, although it is somewhat
stronger in conventions.

Practice Paper D–Score Level 2
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2 in all qualities.

Practice Paper E–Score Level 4
Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4 in all qualities.

[100]










