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GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION
INTRODUCTION TO ETHNOLOGY SG

TIME :  3 hours

MARKS : 300 

INSTRUCTIONS:
· Answer  Question 1 and any FIVE of the other  questions.

· Neatness and legible handwriting will be taken into acccount.




QUESTION 1

(COMPULSORY)

Indicate whether the following statements are TRUE or FALSE.


1.1
Culture is inherited by the members of the society.


1.2
Economy is an aspect  of culture.


1.3
The world-view of a people refers to their ideas about themselves, other 
people and nature.


1.4
In a matrilineal system a man is succeeded by his son.


1.5
A clan is a smaller descent  group than a lineage.


1.6
An economic system includes the processes of production, distribution and 
consumption.


1.7
Today the economies of countries in the Third World still function as separate 
and isolated systems.


1.8
A totem is an object that is worn by people for protection.


1.9
Prayer is an example of a ritual act.


1.10
Magistrate’s courts are examples of lower courts in South Africa.


1.11
Culture changes can be stimulated by television.


1.12
Urbanisation is one of the characteristics of a civilisation.


1.13
The tremendous population increase in the Third World can be ascribed to an 
improvement in education facilities.


1.14
The Nilotes in Africa are mainly agriculturalists.


1.15
Rock art in South Africa is associated with the Sotho-groups.


1.16
Swahili is an important language in East Africa.


1.17
The liberation of Africa from colonisation started after the second World War 
(1945).


1.18
Xhosa is a Nguni language.


1.19
Patrilineal exogamous clans are found among the Xhosa.


1.20
The Zulu practises totemism.


1.21
The Southern Ndebele language shows great similarities with the Venda 
language.


1.22
The domba dance during the girls’ initiation ceremonies is found among the 
Swazi.


1.23
The Herero have a double descent system.


1.24
Most Coloureds are members of Christian churches.


1.25
The Eoan group is a cultural organisation of the Griquas.
25x2=[50]

QUESTION 2 




2.1
Discuss why Ethnology should be a compulsory school subject in South 
Africa.
      (20)

2.2
“Culture is learned”.  Briefly discuss this statement.
      (10)

2.3
Describe the characteristics and functions of elementary families.
      (20)

      [50]

QUESTION 3

3.1
Discuss the ways of concluding a marriage amongst Bantu-speaking groups 
under the following headings:  



3.1.1
The agreement and the negotiations between the two families
     (14)


3.1.2
The transfer and functions of the marriage goods
     (20)


3.1.3
The transfer of the bride to her husband’s home
     (16)

     [50]

QUESTION 4




4.1
Name the FIVE basic methods that are used for the production of food and 
also discuss the general characteristics of pastoralism (farming with live-
stock) in Africa.
(30)

4.2
Describe the influence that industrialisation or the migratory labour system has 
had on the indigenous people of Africa.
(20)


[50]

QUESTION 5



5.1
Name FIVE types of evidence which are used by courts in various societies.
(10)

5.2
Indicate the characteristics of a court system and also name the various courts 
which are found in South Africa.
(16)

5.3
Indicate FIVE types of agents of change (persons) which transmit foreign ideas 
and cultural objects between societies.
(10)

5.4
Name SEVEN examples of culture change which occurred after Bantu-
speakers came into contact with Westerners.
(14)

[50]

QUESTION 6




Write an essay on development problems in the Third World with reference to:


6.1
Problems being caused by the population explosion
(25)

6.2
Problems in the development of education in Africa
(25)

[50]

QUESTION 7




7.1
Identify FOUR ethnic groups who speak Nguni languages and THREE ethnic 
groups who speak Sotho languages in South Africa.
(14)

7.2
Discuss the most important cultural characteristics of the Xhosa, the Venda 
and the Wambo.
(36)


[50]

QUESTION 8




Write notes on:


8.1
The cultural characteristics of the Shona of Zimbabwe
(14)


8.2
The social organisation of the Indians in South Africa
(16)

8.3
The characteristics of the Islamic religion in South Africa
(20)


[50]


TOTAL:
300














P.T.O.


