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GAUTENG DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION 

HISTORY OF THEATRE, COSTUME AND LITERATURE SG   

(Second Paper: History of Literature)

TIME: 2½ hours     

MARKS:  120

INSTRUCTIONS:

· You must answer FOUR questions: 

TWO questions from Section A 

TWO questions from Section B

· Answers should reflect your personal response to the works and writers you have studied during the course of the year, but be thoroughly motivated.

· All questions are of equal value (30 marks each).

· Number your answers in accordance with the numbers on the question paper.


SECTION A

TWENTIETH CENTURY LITERATURE

Answer any TWO questions from this section.


QUESTION 1

THE WAR POETS


Samuel Taylor Coleridge wrote in 1798:


Boys and girls,

And women, that would groan to see a child

Pull off an insect’s leg, all read of war,

The best amusement for our morning meal.


In the twentieth century there seems to have been a growing attempt to make the horrors of war less “amusing” for the people back home.

Write an essay in which you explore this development of war poetry.  Refer to at least THREE poets’ work to support your statements.
[30]

QUESTION 2

SYLVIA PLATH


A teacher of high school learners was overheard discouraging her learners from reading the poetry of Sylvia Plath as she felt that Plath’s poetry was “too dark”.

Write an essay that responds to this statement.  You may agree or disagree with the teacher, but be sure to provide adequate references to Plath’s poetry to support your argument either way.
[30]

QUESTION 3

VIRGINIA WOOLF


The title of the famous play by Edward Albee asks the question, “Who’s afraid of Virginia Woolf?”.  One of the reasons why Virginia Woolf possibly made some people “afraid” is that she challenged many of the views traditionally held by society – particularly the society of the time in which she was writing.  This can be seen clearly in her novel, Orlando.

Write an essay that explores the way Woolf challenged the society of her time with her novel, Orlando.  Make specific references to the novel to support your arguments.
[30]

QUESTION 4

EDWARD ALBEE


All the characters in Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? can be seen as representatives of sectors of American society as much as they are individuals in their own right.

Write an essay that explores the characters in the play as representative of “types” of people that Albee creates.
[30]

QUESTION 5

HAROLD PINTER


“Who are you Webber?  What makes you think you exist?  You’re dead. You’re dead.  You can’t live, you can’t think, you can’t love. You’re dead.  There’s no juice in you.  You’re nothing but an odour!”




These words from The Birthday Party, although spoken by McCann and Goldberg, could easily be projections of what Stanley feels about himself.  They could be questions that he is, in a sense, asking himself; statements he is making about himself.  Pinter himself suggests this in the poem he wrote about the play, ‘A View of the Party’, when he refers to Goldberg and McCann as “thoughts”.

This would then make the play a study of the plight of human existence in the twentieth century.

Write an essay in which you explore this interpretation of the play.
[30]

TOTAL FOR SECTION A:
[60]

SECTION B

SOUTH AFRICAN LITERATURE

Answer any TWO questions from this section.


QUESTION 6

DOUGLAS LIVINGSTONE


A friend shows you a poem, presumably written by Douglas Livingstone, but she is not sure.  She asks you to decide whether it is, in fact, a Livingstone poem or not.  Although Livingstone writes different kinds of poems there are certain features which could be regarded as typical of his poetry.

Discuss the features you would expect the poem to contain if it were written by Douglas Livingstone.
[30]

QUESTION 7

GCINA MHLOPE


Gcina Mhlope’s play Have you seen Zandile? has been performed all over the world, to great acclaim.  It is essentially a very “South African” story.  Why do you think that it has received such a warm response in other countries in the world?

Write an essay that explores the international appeal of the text.  Refer to the play to support your arguments.
[30]

QUESTION 8

ATHOL FUGARD

Despite his being a male playwright, Fugard has also written brilliant roles for female actors.  Part of his motivation for writing Road to Mecca was a result of a challenge put to him to write a play with two strong female characters.

Write an essay that examines the TWO women in Road to Mecca.  Explore the relationship between them as well as their mutual need for their friendship.
[30]

QUESTION 9

ZAKES MDA
Zakes Mda’s novel, Ways of Dying, is perhaps the best South African example of the genre known as magic realism.

Write an essay that explains this genre with reference to suitable examples in the text.
[30]

TOTAL FOR SECTION B:
[60]

TOTAL:
120
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