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INSTRUCTIONS:

· You must answer FOUR questions: TWO questions from Section A and TWO questions from Section B.

· Answers should reflect your personal response to the works and writers you have studied during the course of the year, but be thoroughly motivated.

· Please number your answers in accordance with the numbers on the question paper.

SECTION A

TWENTIETH CENTURY LITERATURE

Answer any TWO questions from this section.

QUESTION 1

The War Poets

In times of war today, we are kept informed concerning the situation by means of in-depth television coverage and photographic evidence.  In the World Wars, however, things were very different and information concerning the wars was very much harder to come by.  It was the poets of the time, as they wrote about their experiences, who assumed the responsibility of educating people about the war.

Select any THREE poets of your choice, and indicate how they informed people of their views of the wars about which they were writing.


[30]



QUESTION 2

Sylvia Plath

Sylvia Plath’s husband, Ted Hughes, wrote of his wife:

You were like a religious fanatic

Without a god – unable to pray.

You wanted to be a writer.

Wanted to write?  What was it within you

Had to tell its tale?

The story that has to be told

Is the writer’s God, who calls

Out of sleep, inaudibly: ‘Write.’

Write what?
If we accept that Plath’s “god” was that which she needed to write about, what do you think it was?

Write an essay which examines the themes which Sylvia Plath addresses in her poetry.  Refer to the poems you have studied to illustrate your arguments.

QUESTION 3

Virginia Woolf
It has been suggested that Orlando’s sex change represented for Woolf not only a way of writing about androgyny, but also a way of documenting the appearance of the woman writer in the history of the literary tradition.

Write an essay which explores this interpretation of Woolf’s Orlando.

QUESTION 4

Edward Albee
Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf can be seen as a comment on the shortcomings of the so-called “American dream”.  Write an essay which examines this interpretation of the play.

QUESTION 5

Harold Pinter
Harold Pinter’s style of writing has been referred to as Comedy of Menace.  Referring to The Birthday Party for examples to illustrate your points, discuss why this is such an apt description of his work.
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SECTION B

SOUTH AFRICAN LITERATURE

Answer any TWO questions from this section.

QUESTION 6

Douglas Livingstone
While at school, Douglas Livingstone was particularly drawn to the writing of the Romantic poets.  Although the Romantic ideals have been given a very African treatment, they are clearly visible in Livingstone’s poetry.

Discuss this statement, referring to any of his poems to illustrate your points of view.

QUESTION 7

Gcina Mhlope
Gcina Mhlope once said: “Theatre has allowed us to speak about things we were not allowed to speak about.  It gave us a voice.”

Discuss in an essay how this statement is relevant to Have You Seen Zandile?
QUESTION 8

Athol Fugard
One of the things which make Fugard’s plays so very successful is that it is usually almost impossible to “take sides” with one or the other of the characters in the play.  Almost invariably, Fugard manages to depict each character with such empathy that we as audience members are able to see all sides of an argument.  This is true of The Road to Mecca.  Write an explanation of what you regard to be the most important argument of each of the following characters in the play, explaining how Fugard allows us to gain an understanding of each of their opinions.

8.1 Miss Helen

8.2 Marius

8.3 Elsa

QUESTION 9

Zakes Mda
In his novel, Ways Of Dying, Zakes Mda explores the role of the narrator.  In a traditional novel, the narrator is a single person.  However, in Ways Of Dying, Mda explores the very African notion that we are all story-tellers and that the stories which are told belong to us all.

Write an essay which examines how this contributes to the success of the novel.
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