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INSTRUCTIONS:

· You must answer FOUR questions:


TWO questions from Section A 


TWO questions from Section B.

· Answers should reflect your personal response to the works and writers you have studied during the course of the year, but be thoroughly motivated.

· Number your answers in accordance with the numbers on the question paper.




SECTION A

TWENTIETH CENTURY LITERATURE

Answer any TWO questions from this section.

QUESTION 1

The War Poets

You are an expert on war poetry and have been asked to write an article on ONE of the following topics:

1.1 
War through the eyes of the poet

OR

1.2 
The role of the poet in times of war
Write the article which you intend to submit for publication, referring to any war poets of your choice in order to provide examples for your article.


[30]



QUESTION 2

Sylvia Plath

In her diary, at the age of seventeen, Plath wrote:

“Never, never, never will I reach the perfection I long for with all my soul – my paintings, my poems, my stories – all poor, poor reflections.”
[30]

Throughout her life, Plath was constantly striving for perfection and this is a recurring theme in her poems.

Write an essay which explores her search for perfection and which also evaluates the extent to which you consider her to have reached “perfection”.  Refer to the poems you have studied to support your opinions.


[30]

QUESTION 3

Virginia Woolf
Write an essay in which you discuss Virginia Woolf’s artistic motivation for creating a narrative which focuses on clothing as a means of expressing or disguising the wearer’s sexuality.  Refer to examples from Orlando to justify your claims.
[30]

QUESTION 4

Edward Albee
The first South African production of Edward Albee’s Who’s Afraid Of Virginia Woolf? was cancelled by the Publications Control Board five minutes before the curtain was set to rise.  The reasons for the cancellation centred on the show being damaging to public morals.

Imagine that you are the director of the show.  Write a letter to the authorities in which you defend the play and state why you believe that it is a play which should be seen by South African audiences.
[30]

QUESTION 5

Harold Pinter
Harold Pinter’s The Birthday Party is a play of tremendous interest for a number of reasons.  One of these reasons is the way in which it combines Realism with Absurdism.

Write an essay which explores the way in which Pinter combines these two seemingly conflicting genres in his play.

TOTAL FOR SECTION A:
[30]

[60]

SECTION B

SOUTH AFRICAN LITERATURE

Answer any TWO questions from this section.

QUESTION 6

Douglas Livingstone
Professsor Pieter Scholtz, a close friend of Douglas Livingstone, said on his death:

“His love for the planet and unspoiled nature as well as his compassion for those who are suffering, shines through his poetry.”

Write an essay which examines both Livingstone’s “love for the planet and unspoiled nature” as well as his “compassion for those who are suffering”.  Refer to examples from the poems you have studied to illustrate your discussion.

QUESTION 7

Gcina Mhlope
Gcina Mhlope has said:

“When I did Zandile, I was criticised a lot by political-minded people asking why was a powerful woman like me writing a play like Zandile?”

On behalf of Ms Mhlope, write a justification for the play Have You Seen Zandile?  Explain why you believe it to be a relevant play for South Africans even if it is not as overtly political as the “political-minded people” obviously felt it should be.

QUESTION 8

Athol Fugard
In most of Fugard’s plays, one can find a central image which illustrates the main theme of the play.  In The Road to Mecca, one of the central images is the “road to Mecca”.  Explain the significance of this “road” and explain what Mecca represents in the play and how Miss Helen attempts to arrive at her Mecca.

QUESTION 9

Zakes Mda
In Ways Of Dying, Zakes Mda successfully employs a style of writing known as “magic realism”.

Write an essay which explains what magic realism is and how Mda uses it to address the reality of South African life in Ways of Dying.  State also whether you consider it to have been a good choice, providing reasons for your opinion.

TOTAL FOR SECTION B:

TOTAL:
[30]

[30]

[30]

[30]

[60]
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