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NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE EXAMINATION -2002


	SECTION A: COMPREHENSION

QUESTION 1

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:


	
	

	Augrabies Falls National Park

Where the Water Thunders



by John Phillips
1 Augrabies National Park is set in a surreal landscape with the moody Orange River running through it.  Though mammals and birds abound, the tumbling waterfall ― the legendary Gariep Monster ― is the main attraction.

2 “The sound of the waterfall could be heard from 10 km away,” said Gert Christiaan. He was painstakingly showing me how high the water had risen with the floods of 1998.  “Everything was wet.  As if it was raining all the time.”  After he had shown me exactly to which tree the water had risen, he fell silent and, with an expression of something between a smile and a frown, he said: “When the water’s that high, it’s ugly and beautiful at the same time.”  

3 However, I was really trying to find out more about the Gariep Monster from him.  The story he told was the tale of a monster or “water monkey” which lived in the hole at the bottom of the Augrabies waterfall.

4 The Gariep Monster (a female) wore a big diamond on her forehead.  One day while she was bathing, a San1 stole the diamond from her.  The diamond brought him good fortune from that day onwards – he was never again hungry or thirsty.  But one evening he heard in the howling wind how she was crying because of the diamond she had lost.  He felt guilty.  So he went back and, under the guise of helping her look for the diamond, he returned it to her.

5 After I heard the story I decided, like all visitors, to walk the rocky trail to the lookout points where the rumbling sound came from.  The water was high and the sound deafening as I came closer.  Standing in front of the waterfall and witnessing the Orange River crash through a gorge and down a 56 m fall, was strange — like trying to wake from a dream, like trying to find something you didn't know you'd lost.

6 If this is the effect such a volume of water has on a civilised person, to whom water is just the turn of a tap away, it’s quite understandable why the Nama and Bushman people of the Augrabies area believe in the Gariep Monster.  Water to Bushmen is the ancient symbol of life.  In places where water is of such mystical importance, it is understandable that when a visitor stumbles upon the sixth-biggest waterfall in the world in the middle of a desert, the passing mass of water will have a major blurring effect on the line drawn between reality and myth.


	
	


1 member of a Bushman tribe
	7 When people can’t discriminate between reality and myth, particularly apt in this case, they create characters to bridge the gap between what’s real and what’s not.  This was how the Gariep Monster, or water monkey, was born in the 130-metre deep pool at the foot of the Augrabies waterfall.  This monster is presumably to blame for all the people and cattle slipping down the fatal fall over the years.

8 The Gariep Monster is still alive and well, for since the Park was proclaimed in 1966, 24 people have tumbled into her pool in spite of the fences which have been erected around the falls.

9 However, some of the creatures the Gariep Monster has dragged down the waterfall have been advantageous to the Bushmen.  After floods, they used to gather hippo and giraffe carcasses downstream of the falls.

10 The diamond on the Gariep Monster’s forehead is also not as far-fetched as one may think.  As the Orange River meanders from the Drakensberg, through the arid west, it gathers diamonds along the way.  Proof of this is, among many others, the 2 000 carat diamond found in 1927 at Alexander Bay where the Orange River flows into the sea.  The diamonds come from the Kimberley area, which is upstream from Augrabies, so every diamond found at Alexander Bay has at some stage passed through the waterfall and the Gariep Monster’s pool.

11 The Orange River is home to 12 species of fish, the most prolific2 being the catfish, the largest weighing 40 kg and measuring more than 2 m in length.  Some realists have claimed that the Gariep Monster is nothing more than an oversized catfish.  But that still has to be confirmed.

- adapted from DIVERSIONS, June 2001
	
	


2 abundant, productive, fertile, creative
	1.1

1.2

1.3


	Choose the most suitable answer from the options given.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the letter of the option you have chosen.

The river is described as “moody”  (paragraph 1) because …

A   its water thunders loudly.

B   the waterfall can be found in it.

C   it harbours a monster.

D   its level constantly fluctuates.

Quote ONE word from paragraph 1 to prove that …

1.2.1   wildlife is plentiful at the Augrabies Falls National Park.

1.2.2   the scenery at the Augrabies Falls National Park strikes one as being 

           very strange, like that of the moon's surface, for instance.

Explain in your OWN WORDS the contradiction in the statement:  “When the water’s that high, it’s ugly and beautiful at the same time.” (paragraph 2)
	
	(1)

(1)

(1)

(2)


	1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

1.9

1.10


	Choose the INCORRECT answer from the options given.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the letter of the option you have chosen.

Gert Christiaan’s expression “between a smile and a frown” (paragraph 2) indicates that he …

A   was neither frowning nor smiling - or both.

B   experienced contradictory emotions.

C   had difficulty in describing what he witnessed.

D   was unimpressed by or indifferent to the flood.

State whether each of the following is TRUE or FALSE and briefly QUOTE to prove your answer.

1.5.1    The author showed little interest in hearing about the flood. 

1.5.2    The San’s conscience bothered him.  

1.5.3    The Bushman pretended to assist the Gariep Monster in her search.

1.5.4    As the author approached the lookout point, he could hardly hear the  

            waterfall.

Quote a SINGLE WORD from paragraph 2 that tells you the existence of the Gariep Monster is most probably a myth.

Complete the following sentence by filling in ONE word in each space.  Write  ONLY the number and your answer.

After the San had stolen the diamond, he always had enough to 1.7.1 and 1.7.2.

Quote a phrase of THREE words to illustrate that nature produced a sound similar to the Gariep Monster’s wailing at the loss of the diamond.

Quote FOUR consecutive words to prove that the lookout points are not easily accessible.

Choose the INCORRECT answer from the options given.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the letter of the option you have chosen.

The mesmerising effect the volume of water has on a civilised person can be compared to …

A   abruptly waking up from a weird dream.

B   discovering an item that had not been lost.

C   hovering between reality and fantasy.

D   getting a surprise that leaves one awestruck. 


	
	(1)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(1)

(1)

(1)


	1.11

1.12

1.13

1.14

1.15

1.16


	Quote TWO SEPARATE words from different paragraphs to prove that the Gariep Monster has been responsible for deaths.

What precaution was taken to ensure the safety of the visitors to the falls?

What is the Gariep Monster in reality?

The Gariep Monster not only takes, but also gives life.  Explain this statement in your own words.

List THREE outward characteristics of the Gariep Monster.

Consult the map on page 5 of this paper, which shows a cross-section of South Africa.

1.16.1   List the geographic landmarks (mentioned in the passage) along 

             the Orange River from its origin to its final destination.

1.16.2   If the Gariep Monster were to swim against the flow of the river, which 

             town on the map would it reach first?

1.16.3   In which neighbouring state does the Orange River originate?


	
	(2)

(2)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(3)

(1)

(1)


	
	TOTAL SECTION A:
	
	35


CROSS-SECTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
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	SECTION B:  SUMMARY

QUESTION 2

Ever dreamt of writing a bestselling novel?  It’s a big dream, but it isn’t an impossible one!  Our advice could set you on the path to fame and fortune too!

Read through the passage “Tips on writing a bestseller" and then list the tips which are given on how to set out writing a bestseller, in no more than 65 words.

INSTRUCTIONS:

· Your summary must be in point form.

· List at least SEVEN facts.

· Number your facts from 1 through to 7 and write down only ONE fact per line.

· Use full sentences.

· Use your own words as far as possible.

· Indicate the number of words you have used in brackets at the end of your summary.

· You will be penalised for exceeding the maximum number of words or failing to indicate the number of words used.
	
	


	TIPS ON WRITING A BESTSELLER

The life of a bestselling author must be one of the most envied there is.  You earn pots of money, go to fancy parties, and enjoy the fulfilment of knowing that people all over the world are getting pleasure from your work.  All this for no more effort than tapping away on a typewriter or word processor for a couple of hours a day.  Or so people think.   

What becomes a bestseller is often mysterious but good and carefully selected subject matter is important.  Classic subjects (like romance, family saga, etc.) are safer bets.  Once you have chosen your subject, you can start writing.  Think hard about your title, as it must capture the imagination and catch the eye – in a matter of seconds.  Create memorable characters that the reader can identify with.  The motivation of your characters is what creates a good plot.  If it is not convincing, the plot won’t be either.  Bestselling authors never forget to put themselves in the position of the readers.  You’ve got to make them want to turn the page.

Pick a theme that includes not just characters and events but human conditions like jealousy, friendship, loyalty, greed or loneliness.  Drama comes from conflict (internal and external), sow the seeds early on in the narrative, and let them germinate throughout the novel.  Your bestseller may be far removed from your life, but it will carry conviction if the characters and their behaviour have emotional truth.  To be able to achieve this you have to study human nature and behaviour.  Although you should not spend too much time on research, you will have to be thorough regarding the time, place, and conditions described in your novel to make sure you have the facts straight.          

-  adapted from Value, July 2000

TOTAL SECTION B:
	
	10


	SECTION C:  LANGUAGE

QUESTION 3

Read the following passage before answering the question:
	
	


	IN HOT WATER

1 When my sister got her own place, she was determined to learn how to cook.  She invited me to dinner, and I sat in the living-room after Amy insisted she didn’t need my help.  “Just one thing,” she called out.  “How do you know when the pasta’s done?”

2 “After it’s boiled a little while, throw it against the wall,” I joked.  “If it sticks, it’s done.”

3 Soon I heard what sounded like a wave crashing on a beach.  I ran to the kitchen, where the floor was covered with water.  My sister was picking up pasta strands.  “Don’t worry, I’m fine,” she said.  “But the pasta needs another minute or two.”   

- Rebecca Lee

 -  from Reader’s Digest, November 1999

	
	


	3.1

3.2

3.3
	Supply ONE word for each numbered space.  You must refer directly to the wording of paragraphs 1 and 2 to determine the answer in each case.  Write ONLY the number and answer.

Rebecca, the writer, received an 3.1.1 to dinner from her sister Amy.  Rebecca was surprised at Amy’s  3.1.2  to learn how to cook.  While Rebecca was 3.1.3 in the living-room, Amy asked her how one usually 3.1.4 when pasta  3.1.5  done. 

Rebecca answered, “After it 3.1.6 boiled a little while, it must be 3.1.7   against the wall.  If it sticks, it  3.1.8  done.”  Rebecca’s tone of voice revealed that she meant it as a  3.1.9.

Rewrite the underlined sentence in paragraph 3, starting with:  

Pasta strands … 

Give the correct form of the word in brackets.  Write ONLY the number and answer:

No  3.3.1 (soon)  had Rebecca  3.3.2 (ran)  into the kitchen than she  3.3.3 (discover) a very wet floor. It was clear that Amy 3.3.4 (misunderstand)  Rebecca’s instructions, but this calamity would 3.3.5 (teach) her not to interpret everything too  3.3.6 (literal).    
	
	(9)

(2)

(6)


	3.4


	Complete the following idiomatic expression:

Too many cooks ….
	
	(2)


	3.5
	Complete without using expletives:

The title “IN HOT WATER” means to be in big ….
	
	(1)

[20]


	QUESTION 4

Read the following passage before answering the questions:
	
	


	TO PUSH OR NOT TO

1 Woken by knocking on the door at 3 a.m., a man refused to answer it until nagged by his wife to do so.  “I’m sorry to bother you, but could you give me a push?” said a stranger.

2 “No way at this time,” snarled the man, shutting the door and returning to bed.  “How rude of you," his wife admonished him.  “Remember the night we broke down in pouring rain and a stranger helped us?  What if he had told us to go away?”

3 Shamed, the man dressed, went outside and called, “Hey, do you still want a push?”  From the darkness, a voice responded, “Yes, please.”

4 “Where are you?” yelled the house owner.  “Over here on the swing,” came the reply.

 - Shane Taylor

- from Reader’s Digest, June 2001
	
	


	4.1

4.2

4.3
	Supply the correct form of the word in brackets.  Write ONLY the number and answer.

His  4.1.1 (refuse)  to answer the knock at the door proves the  4.1.2 (man) utter irritation at being woken so early.

In the underlined sentence, the stranger _______ for bothering them so early in the morning.

Choose the correct answer from the options given.  Write ONLY the number of the question and the letter of the option you have chosen.
	
	(2)

(1)




	
	4.3.1


	Capital letters represent stressed syllables in the following word.  Which option represents the correct pronunciation of this word?

A   AD-mo-nish-ed

B   ad-MO-nish-ed

C   ad-mo-NI-shed

D   ad-mo-ni-SHED
	
	(1)


	
	4.3.2
	The most probable tone of voice used in the question in 

paragraph 4 is …

A   somewhat curious.

B   slightly irritated.

C   unmistakably angry.

D   seemingly polite.
	
	(1)


	4.4
	Choose the INCORRECT answer to the following alternatives.  Write ONLY the number and the letter of the option you have chosen.

The word "admonished" in paragraph 2 does NOT mean ...

A   reproved.

B   reprimanded.

C   encouraged.

D   scolded.
	
	(1)


	4.5

4.6


	Give the plural form of the underlined words in the spaces below.   Write ONLY the correct answer next to the corresponding number.

We thought only our one neighbour’s wife was awoken by the noise, but meantime all our  4.5.1    4.5.2    4.5.3  awoken by that noise.

Fill in the missing words in the following dialogue:

Shane:             Do you know the name of the man who  4.6.1  from nowhere 

                         to knock at your door?

House owner: I have absolutely  4.6.2  idea.  If I did, I  4.6.3  report him to 

                         the police.

Shane:             You really mean that,  4.6.4  you?

House owner: How else should I have responded?  He was  4.6.5  on private   

                         property!  And the worst of it was, even  4.6.6  he heard how 

                         irate I was, he still insisted on being pushed.
	   
	(3)

(6)

[15]


	
	TOTAL SECTION C:
	
	35

	
	GRAND TOTAL: 
	
	80
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