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TIME:  2 hours

MARKS:  75

	INSTRUCTIONS:

· Answer FOUR questions as follows:
	


	SECTION A: POETRY 

Question 1 (South African Poetry) is COMPULSORY and any ONE prescribed poem from Questions 2, 3 and 4.
SECTION B:  SHAKESPEARE 

Answer any ONE question on ONE of the following plays:
Question 5
–
Macbeth
Contextual
Question 6
–
Macbeth
Essay
Question 7
–
Julius Caesar
Contextual

Question 8
–
Julius Caesar
Essay
	



	SECTION C:  NOVELS

Answer any ONE question on ONE of the following novels:
Question 9:
A Tale of Two Cities 
Contextual

Question 10:
A Tale of Two Cities
Essay
Question 11:
Maru 
Contextual

Question 12:
Maru
Essay
Question 13:
July’s People
Contextual

Question 14:
July’s People
Essay
Question 15:
1984
Contextual

Question 16:
1984
Essay
	


	PLEASE NOTE:
You must answer ONE contextual and ONE essay question from Sections B and C.  If you choose to answer an essay question from Section B, then you have to answer a contextual from Section C.


	SECTION  A

POETRY

Answer Question 1 and any ONE prescribed poem from Questions 2 to 4.

QUESTION  1

SOUTH AFRICAN POETRY

COMPULSORY
Read the poem, then answer the questions that follow.
	


	The Will

The house, by right,

you will have to vacate

surrender the permit

and keep your peace

The burglar-proofing and the gate

will go to my elder son

so will the bicycle

and a pair of bracelets

The kitchen-scheme and utensils

will go to my little girl

so will the bathtub

and the two brooms

The bedroom suite

will go to my younger son

who is married

so will the studio couch

The peach tree uproot

it might grow in the homelands

so might it be with your stem

The Bible

you will have to share

for you will always want its light


	5

10

15

20

	The cat spotted black and white

you will have to divide

for that you’ll need God’s guidance.

Sipho Sepamla
	25


	1.1 Why does the speaker make a will?

1.2 Bearing in mind that this poem was written in the 1970s in South Africa, explain why the speaker’s children will not be able to sell the house.
	(1)

(3)


	1.3 How do you respond to what is left to the eldest son (the ‘bequest’)?
	(3)


	1.4 What is the effect of the speaker’s repeating the word, “might” twice in stanza 5?
	(1)


	1.5 What does the speaker mean by telling his children to share the Bible “for you will always want its light”?
	(2)


	1.6 How does what is said in stanza 7 mirror the predicament facing South Africa at the time?
	(2)

[12]


	AND
	


	QUESTION  2

Read the following poem, then answer the questions that follow.
	


	On his Blindness
When I consider how my light is spent,

Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide,

And that one talent which is death to hide

Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent

To serve therewith my Maker, and present

My true account, lest he returning chide,

‘Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?’

I fondly ask; but Patience, to prevent

That murmur, soon replies, ‘God doth not need

Either man’s work or his own gifts; who best

Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best.  His state

Is kingly: thousands at his bidding speed

And post o’er land and ocean without rest;

They also serve who only stand and wait.’

John Milton
	1

5

10


	2.1 Explain the metaphor in line 1 and say whether or not you think it is an appropriate one, giving a reason for your opinion.

2.2 How do we know that the poet is not yet an old man?

2.3 Based on what you have read in the poem, how do you imagine the poet feels when he first learns of what is happening to him?

2.4 The poet personifies Patience, in line 8.  Why, do you think, does he do this?

2.5 In your own words, in a paragraph of about five or six lines, explain how the poet manages to come to terms with his affliction.
	(3)

(1)

(3)

(2)

(4)

[13]


	OR
	


	QUESTION  3

Read the following poem, then answer the questions that follow.
	


	Anthem for Doomed Youth
What passing bells for these who die as cattle?

Only the monstrous anger of the guns.

Only the stuttering rifles’ rapid rattle

Can patter out their hasty orisons.

No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells.

Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs, –

The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;

And bugles calling for them from sad shires.

What candles may be held to speed them all?

Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes

Shall shine the holy glimmers of good-byes.

The pallor of girls’ brows shall be their pall;

Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,

And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds. 

Wilfred Owen
	5

10


	


	3.1
Why is the speaker’s comparison in line 1 so effective, in the context of the poem?

3.2 The speaker compares a conventional funeral to death on the battlefield.  Mention THREE specific things the poet compares, within this setting.

3.3 In this poem, the poet expresses his views about war.  In a paragraph of five to 
six lines, explain what this view is, and how successful it is.

3.4 In your own words, explain what you understand the closing couplet of this sonnet to mean.
	(3)

(3)

(4)

(3)

[13]


	or
	


	QUESTION 4

Read the following poem, then answer the questions that follow.
	


	Sonnet 116 

Let me not to the marriage of true minds

Admit impediments.  Love is not love

Which alters when it alteration finds,

Or bends with the remover to remove:

O, no! it is an ever-fixed mark,

That looks on tempests and is never shaken;

It is the star to every wandering bark,

Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken.

Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and cheeks
	5


	

	Within his bending sickle’s compass come;

Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,

But bears it out even to the edge of doom.  If this be Error and upon me proved,

I never writ, nor no man ever loved.

William Shakespeare
	10
	


	4.1 What do you think the poet means by “the marriage of true minds” in line 1?

4.2 The poet employs imagery based on early sea travel to validate his opinion.  Find TWO examples of this imagery and explain how they are effective in the context of his argument.

4.3 In five to six lines, explain how – according to the poet – love is affected by the passing of time.

4.4 In your own words, discuss how the poet finalises what he has been saying in this sonnet, in the closing couplet.
	(2)

(4)

(4)

(3)

[13]


	TOTAL FOR SECTION A:
	[25]


	SECTION B

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Answer ONE question from this section.

QUESTION 5

MACBETH

CONTEXTUAL
	


	Read the following extract from the play and answer the questions which follow.
	


	The raven himself is hoarse

That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan

Under my battlements...Come, you spirits

That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,

And fill me, from the crown to the toe, top-full

Of direst cruelty!  Make thick my blood,

Stop up th’access and passage to remorse,

That no compunctious visitings of nature

Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between

Th’effect and it! Come to my woman’s breasts,

And take my milk for gall, you murd’ring ministers,

Wherever in your sightless substances

You wait on nature’s mischief!  Come, thick night,

And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell,

That my keen knife see not the wound it makes,

Nor Heaven peep through the blanket of the dark,

To cry ‘Hold, hold!’

Enter Macbeth
	5

10

15
	


	5.1 What does the raven symbolise?

5.2 Why does Lady Macbeth refer to Duncan’s entrance under her battlements as ‘fatal’?
	(2)

(2)


	5.3 How would you describe Lady Macbeth’s mood at this point?  Quote in support of your answer.

5.4 Summarise, in your own words, what Lady Macbeth is asking the spirits to help her achieve.

5.5 Explain how the theme of good versus evil is clearly evident in this soliloquy.  Quote in support of your answer.

5.6 Quote TWO of the most important images used by Lady Macbeth in this speech, underlining the image in each quote.

5.7 Write a paragraph (approximately six lines in length) in which you explain how an actress should play Lady Macbeth at this point in the play.  Please be specific, commenting on character, emotion, tone etc.
	(3)

(4)

(4)

(4)

(4)


	5.8 Explain briefly how Lady Macbeth conducts herself when Macbeth enters.
	(2)

[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 6

MACBETH
ESSAY 

Write an essay of about 200-250 words on the following topic.  
	


	“The two scenes in which the weird sisters appear are very important.  Without their influence Macbeth would never have killed the King and started on a path of evil.”


	Do you agree with this statement?  
In answering, you might like to think about some (or all) of  the following:
· What the witches tell Macbeth the first time they meet him and how this influences him.

· What follows upon that meeting.

· The second meeting, when he seeks them out.

· What results from that meeting.

· Macbeth as an evil man.
· Whom do we blame?
	[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 7

JULIUS CAESAR

CONTEXTUAL
Read the following TWO passages and answer the questions that follow.

Passage A
	


	Caesar :
I do know but one

That unassailable holds on his rank,

Unshak’d of motion: and that I am he,

Let me a little show it, even in this,

That I was constant Cimber should be banished,

And constant do remain to keep him so.

Cinna :
O Caesar, -

Caesar :
Hence! Wilt thou lift up Olympus!

Decius :
Great Caesar,-

Caesar :
Doth not Brutus bootless kneel?

Casca :
Speak, hands, for me! (They stab Caesar)

Caesar :
Et tu Brute?  Then fall, Caesar! (Dies)

Cinna :
Liberty! Freedom! Tyranny is dead!

Run hence, proclaim, cry it about the streets.
	5

10


	


	7.1 What do lines 1 – 6 and line 8 tell us about the character of Julius Caesar and the way he sees himself?

7.2 What does line 10 reflect concerning the relationship between Caesar and Brutus?
	(3)

(3)


	7.3 Why was it so important for Cassius and the rest of the conspirators that Brutus join them in this assassination?

7.4 What does Caesar feel, do you think, when he sees Brutus’ hand raised against him (line 12)?

7.5 In what way is Brutus’ reason for killing Caesar different from Cassius’?
	(3)

(2)

(3)


Passage B
	Octavius :
According to his virtues let us use him,

With all respect and rites of burial.

Within my tent his bones to-night shall lie,

Most like a soldier, order’d honourably.

So, call the field to rest; and let’s away,

To part the glories of this happy day.


Exeunt
	3
6
	


	The above passage is the final one in the play.
	


	7.6 Why is Octavius also fighting in this battle?

7.7 Of whom is he speaking here?
	(2)

(1)


	7.8 Give a reason why the person referred to in Question 7.7 should be treated in this way, seeing that he was the enemy against whose forces Octavius and Antony were fighting.

7.9 Why had Antony originally “let slip the dogs of war” against these men?

7.10 Describe the manner of Brutus’ and Cassius’ deaths.
	(3)

(3)

(2)

[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 8

JULIUS CAESAR

ESSAY
	


	Although the title of this play is Julius Caesar, this character is not physically present for very long before he is assassinated.  In a few well-constructed paragraphs, comprising 200 to 250 words in total, consider how and why TWO of the following characters become involved in some way in the assassination on the Ides of March and how each is affected by what follows on this event:  Cassius;  Brutus;  Mark Antony.
	


	In answering, you might like to think about the following in relation to the character you have chosen:
	


	· His role in the play.
· The personal and political reasons for the character’s actions.

· Any possible changes that take place after the assassination.
	[25]


	TOTAL FOR SECTION B:
	[25]


	SECTION  C

NOVEL

Answer ONE question from this section.  
QUESTION 9
A TALE OF TWO CITIES 

CONTEXTUAL
The following extract is taken from Book 2, Chapter 8: Monseigneur in the country.  Monseigneur (Charles Darnay’s uncle) is on route home to his chateau after having driven over and killing a child in the St Antoine district.
Read the extract and answer the questions which follow.
	


	Monsieur the Marquis cast his eyes over the submissive faces that 

drooped before him, as the like of himself had drooped before

Monseigneur of the Court – only the difference was, that these

faces drooped merely to suffer and not to propitiate – when a 

grizzled mender of the roads joined the group.

‘Bring me hither that fellow!’ said that Marquis to the courier.

The fellow was brought, cap in hand, and the other fellows 

closed round to look and listen, in the manner of the people at the 

Paris fountain.

‘I passed you on the road?’

‘Monseigneur, it is true.  I had the honour of being passed on the 

road.’ 

‘Coming up the hill, and at the top of the hill, both?’

‘Monseigneur, it is true.’ 

‘What did you look at, so fixedly?’
	5

10
15
	


	 ‘Monseigneur, I looked at the man.’

He stooped a little, and with his tattered blue cap pointed under

the carriage.  All his fellows stooped to look under the carriage.

‘What man, pig?  And why look there?’

‘Pardon, Monseigneur; he swung by the chain of the shoe -  the

drag.’

‘Who?’ demanded the traveller.

‘Monseigneur, the man.’

‘May the Devil carry away these idiots! How do you call the 

man?  You know all the men of this part of the country.  Who was

he?’

‘Your clemency, Monseigneur!  He was not of this part of the 

country.  Of all the days of my life, I never saw him.’

‘Swinging by the chain?  To be suffocated?’

‘With your gracious permission, that was the wonder of it,

Monseigneur. His head hanging over – like this!’

He turned himself sideways to the carriage, and leaned back,

with his face thrown up to the sky, and his head hanging down;

then recovered himself, fumbled with his cap, and made a bow.

‘What was he like? 
‘Monseigneur, he was whiter than the miller.  All covered with

dust, white as a spectre, tall as a spectre!’

The picture produced an immerse sensation in the little crowd;

but all eyes, without comparing notes with other eyes, looked at

Monsieur the Marquis.  Perhaps, to observe whether he had any

spectre on his conscience.

‘Truly, you did well,’ said the Marquis, felicitously sensible that

such vermin were not to ruffle him, ‘to see a thief accompanying

my carriage, and not open that great mouth of yours.  Bah! Put him

aside, Monsieur Gabelle!’
	20

25

30

35

40
45
	


	9.1 What does the word “submissive” tell us about the way the peasants behave in front of the Marquis?

9.2 9.2.1
Who is the “man” mentioned by the mender of roads?

9.2.2 What is to happen that evening between the “man” and the Marquis?

9.3 9.3.1
How does the Marquis treat the mender of roads?  Substantiate your answer.

9.3.2 How does the mender of roads behave towards the Marquis and how is this attitude to change in the course of the novel?
	(2)

(2)

(2)

(3)

(4)


	9.4
“Clemency” (line 27) means mercy.  Why do you think the man asks for ‘clemency’ at this point?  Justify your response.
	(3)


	9.5
What is the effect of describing the man as “white as a spectre, tall as a spectre!”? (lines 36 – 37)

9.6
The Marquis and the Mender of Roads play a symbolic role in the novel.  What do you think each symbolises?
	(3)

(6)

[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 10
A TALE OF TWO CITIES

ESSAY

Write an essay of about 200-250 words on the following topic.
	


	Although you may not like Sydney Carton, you cannot help but admire him.

Discuss how you feel about the character.  Remember to refer to the novel and its themes to support your answer.


	In answering, you might like to think about the following:

· Carton’s failings and weaknesses.

· His strong points, the things that make him a worthwhile person.

· How his love for Lucie changes him.
· How he takes charge in the final crisis.
· Why we admire the character.
	[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 11
MARU
CONTEXTUAL
Read the following TWO extracts and answer the questions which follow.
	


	Four months later she was appointed to her first teaching post in a

remote, inland village named Dilepe.  It felt like being a millionaire for the first time.  She had thirty pounds,  in a new handbag from her adopted mother, to ensure that she lacked nothing while awaiting her first pay cheque.  The three hours journey by truck passed by in frantic, enjoyable mental shopping for all the things she would need to buy – a pot, a kettle, blankets, a plate and other odds and ends – in the two days left free to her before the start of the school year.
	3

6

9


	11.1 Who was Margaret’s ‘adopted mother’ (full names)?

11.2 How had she come to be in this position of adopted mother?

11.3 What happened to this woman?  Why is Margaret on her own now?

11.4 Who will Margaret meet and fall in love with when she arrives at the village?

11.5 Margaret will also meet Dikeledi.  Give TWO reasons why you think the two become such great friends.

11.6 At the school, the principal tries to have Margaret fired.  How does he go about doing this?

11.7 We have here an example of racial prejudice.  Describe another incident in the novel where this theme appears.
	(2)

(3)

(2)

(1)

2x2=(4)

(2)

(3)



	
‘All right.  We can go now,’ he said, startling them out of their reflections.

Then Maru too turned and looked at the sky, while his friends collected the last object in the house.  What would the future be like?  He couldn’t tell, but at that moment he felt as if he had inherited the universe.  He turned to the woman standing silently beside him, and said, ‘We used to dream the same dreams.  That was how I knew you would love me in the end.’
	3

6
	


	11.8 A marriage had taken place before that of Maru and Margaret.  Who are the bride and groom?

11.9 Why is Margaret so unhappy at this time?
	(2)

(2)


	11.10 What does Maru plan to do, once he has married Margaret?

11.11 Do you think Margaret and Maru have a happy marriage?  Give a reason for your answer.
	(2)

(2)

[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 12

MARU

ESSAY
	


	Write an essay of about 200 – 250 words on the following topic.
	


	Maru is a novel about racial prejudice. However, Margaret is able to overcome the prejudice she encounters.
	


	Show the truth of this statement.  Your answer should include examples of how Margaret is able to defeat those who are prejudiced against her.
	


	In answering, you might like to think about some or all of the following:
	


	· Why people discriminate against Margaret.
· Examples of how Margaret overcomes acts of prejudice.

· How successful Margaret is in overcoming racial prejudice.
	[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 13
JULY’S PEOPLE 
CONTEXTUAL
	


	Read the following TWO passages carefully then answer the questions which follow.
	


	I used to think 

one day I’d like to see where he lived, to make the trip home

with him.  I knew it would never come off -

–No... the sort of thing that sounds fun... it was pretty im-possible, then. ──
–In that way – In her pause, he said nothing – You 

know.  Combining it with a shooting trip for you.  In the 

children’s holidays.  Bringing all the camping stuff.  The port-

able fridge.  What’d I imagine? ──
He wriggled to show he was composing himself for a nap.

–Walking in here with presents for them, all lined up clap-

ping their hands together in greeting.  Telling the kids, this is

his home, this is how he lives, see how cleverly July builds

houses for himself.  Telling everybody at home we actually

drove him all the way to the bundu, visited him as a friend.──

Bam suddenly remembered, touching the rill of sleep,

how they had run in haste and confusion.  The malaria pills:

–Where’d you get such a supply?  Surely we didn’t have 

them in the bathroom cupboard? ──

–I looted.  From the pharmacy.  After they attacked the

shops. ──
	5
10

15

20
	


	13.1 Refer to lines 1 to 9.
13.1.1 Explain exactly what Maureen is referring to here.

13.1.2 How does the reality of the family’s existence differ from the situation she is discussing here?

13.1.3 Line 4: “the sort of thing that sounds fun”

Why would the family, in the past, have regarded the trip as “fun”?
	(2)

(3)

(2)


	13.2 Refer to lines 11 to 15. 

If the Smales family had visited July in the past, which term would best sum up the attitude of Bam, Maureen and their children?

13.2.1 Kind

13.2.2 Patronising

13.2.3 Amusing

Give a good reason for the choice you have made.
	(3)


	13.3 13.3.1
In your own words, explain how the family acquired an adequate supply of malaria tablets here.

13.3.2
Why is Maureen’s answer to Bam’s question ironic?
	(2)

(3)


	AND
	


	In the morning they were ready to go.  In clean, un-ironed 

clothes they were shabbier than July and Daniel; Maureen

would not attempt to use one of the old flat-irons, heated in

the fire, with which the women made a perfect line of fold

down the legs of frayed and ragged trousers.  She was talka-

tive, joking affectionately with the children, smiling over

their remarks, complicity with him – Bam; like she used to be 

when they were off on a family outing, to the drive-in cinema

or a picnic.  They had been shut up in the vast bush that sur-

rounded them for more than three weeks: any move into it

was an occasion.  He himself felt an urge to shave; he did so 

irregularly, now.  Even the prisoner, when the day comes for 

him to face the dreaded charge in court,  probably is excited

by being piled into the Black Maria for the drive along city 

streets scented and glimpsed behind steel mesh;  Bam had seen 

the fingers sticking through it, while passing vans in

his car, back there.

He had in his breast not dread – a lump of certainty.
	5

10

15


	13.4 Why do July and Daniel look neater than the white family?

13.5 13.5.1
How long have the Smales family been living under these conditions?

13.5.2
What is the family’s mood when this trip begins?  Suggest why they are feeling this way.
	(2)
(1)

(3)


	13.6 13.6.1
What is the “lump of certainty” (line 18) Bam is experiencing at this time?

13.6.2
Why does Bam not discuss this feeling with Maureen?
	(2)

(2)

[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 14
JULY’S PEOPLE

ESSAY 

Write an essay of approximately 200-250 words on the following topic.
	


	The character of July is interesting.  He is at the same time servant, master, friend, family man and tribal member.  


	How do you see the character of July?  Explain how one man can play so many different roles.
In answering, you might like to think about some or all of the following:

· The man who lived as a servant with the Smales family.

· July, once he has arrived back in the rural area.

· The difficulty of moving from one ‘world’ to another.
	[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 15
1984
CONTEXTUAL
	


	Read the following TWO passages carefully then answer the questions which follow.
	


	‘It’s this bloody thing that does it,’ she said, ripping off the scarlet
sash of the Junior Anti-Sex League and flinging it on to a bough.

Then, as though touching her waist had reminded her of

something, she felt in the pocket of her overalls and produced a

small slab of chocolate.  She broke it in half and gave one of the

pieces to Winston.  Even before he had taken it he knew by the

smell that it was very unusual chocolate.  It was dark and shiny,

and was wrapped in silver paper.  Chocolate normally was dull-

brown crumbly stuff that tasted, as nearly as one could describe it,

like the smoke of a rubbish fire.  But at some time or another he

had tasted chocolate like the piece she had given him.  The first

whiff of its scent had stirred up some memory which he could not

pin down, but which was powerful and troubling.

‘Where did you get this stuff?’ he said.

‘Black market,’ she said indifferently.
	5

10

15
	


	15.1 ‘It’s this bloody thing that does it.’  (line 1)

How do these words convey Julia’s attitude towards the party?


	(2)


	15.2 Although Julia has been wearing a ‘Junior Anti-Sex League’ sash, she later embarks on a sexual relationship with Winston.

15.2.1 Is a relationship of this kind allowed by the Party?

15.2.2 Politically, how do Julia and Winston respectively, view their relationship?
	(1)

(4)


	15.3
Explain carefully why Winston is unable, in line 13, to ‘pin down’ any memory of the chocolate.
	(3)


	15.4
Explain in your own words how Julia has been able to obtain the chocolate.
	(3)


	AND
	


	It might be two or three hours ago that they had brought him here.

The dull pain in his belly never went away, but sometimes it grew

better and sometimes worse, and his thoughts expanded or contracted

accordingly.  When it grew worse he thought only of the pain itself,

and of his desire for food.  When it grew better, panic took hold of 

him.  There were moments when he foresaw the things that would

happen to him with such actuality that his heart galloped and his

breath stopped.  He felt the smash of truncheons on his elbows and

iron-shod boots on his shins; he saw himself grovelling on the floor, 

screaming for mercy through broken teeth.  He hardly thought of Julia.

He could not fix his mind on her.  He loved her and would not betray

her; but that was only a fact, known as he knew the rules of arithmetic.

He felt no love for her, and he hardly even wondered what was
	5

10


	

	happening to her.  He thought oftener of O’Brien, with a flickering

hope.  O’Brien must know that he had been arrested.  The 

Brotherhood, he had said, never tried to save its members.  But there was the razor-blade; they would send the razor-blade if they could.
	15
	


	15.5 In which Ministry is Winston being held?

15.6 What crime has he committed?

15.7 By whom has Winston been betrayed?
	(1)

(2)

(1)


	15.8 ‘He loved her and would not betray her.’  (lines 11 – 12)

15.8.1 How do these words prove to be ironic?

15.8.2 What causes Winston to change his mind on this point?
	(1)

(2)


	15.9 Towards the end of this passage, Winston thinks hopefully of O’Brien.

15.9.1 What action does he hope O’Brien will take, and why?

15.9.2 Explain carefully how O’Brien has, in fact, managed to deceive Winston.
	(2)

(3)

[25]


	OR
	


	QUESTION 16
1984 

ESSAY
The idea of Big Brother in this novel is a frightening one.  In about 200-250 words, discuss ‘Big Brother’.
In answering, you might like to think about the following: 

· Who Big Brother is.

· What he represents in the story.

· The world over which Big Brother rules.
	[25]


	TOTAL FOR SECTION C:

TOTAL:
	[25]
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